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Abstract: 

Globalization, as a multidimensional socio-economic and technological phenomenon, has fundamentally 

restructured the conditions of human socialization across the contemporary world. This paper advances a 

hypothetical proposition: that globalization functions not merely as an integrative force but simultaneously 

as an isolating index — a structural mechanism that systematically erodes the traditional socialization 

processes through which individuals are embedded in family, community, and social group. Special 

attention is given to the Indian family system — historically the primary social unit of socialization — 

and its transformation from joint to nuclear to single-parent configurations under globalization's pressure. 

Through qualitative documentary analysis, the paper identifies five hypothetical reflections on 

globalization's isolating effects and proposes a transdisciplinary sociological platform adequate to 

understanding socialization in a globalized yet fragmenting India. 
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I. Introduction 

The paradox of the contemporary global moment is one of simultaneous connection and disconnection. 

Globalization, as theorized by Giddens (1991), Castells (2000), and Bauman (2000), has produced 

unprecedented levels of material and communicative integration across national boundaries. Yet mounting 

sociological evidence shows that this integration has not produced a corresponding deepening of human 

socialization — the processes through which individuals learn, internalize, and perform their social roles 

within the foundational institutions of family, community, and civic life. 

 

This paper proposes a conceptual inversion: rather than treating globalization solely as a force of social 

integration, it hypothesizes that globalization functions simultaneously as an isolating index — a structural 

condition that systematically attenuates the socialization capacities of the primary social group, most 

critically the family. In India, this process is particularly consequential. The family has historically 

functioned as the sovereign institution of socialization, transmitting values, norms, identities, and 

emotional capacities across generations. As globalization accelerates urbanization, individualism, and 

digital substitution of face-to-face interaction, the family undergoes profound structural transformations 

whose socialization consequences remain theoretically underexplored. 

 

II. Background of the Study 

The sociological study of globalization in the Indian context has proceeded along two largely separate 

tracks: political economy, and cultural identity studies. What has received comparatively less attention is 

globalization's impact on socialization as a process — specifically its impact on the family as the primary 

institution through which socialization is accomplished. 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 

 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com   ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR230174351 Volume 5, Issue 1, January-February 2023 2 

 

Globalization operates as an accelerant of urbanization-driven social unfreezing, progressively dissolving 

the structural conditions — joint family co-residence, caste-based community networks, village solidarity 

— under which traditional socialization occurred. It additionally penetrates global consumer culture into 

family life, displaces intergenerational transmission through media and peer culture, and replaces 

embodied socialization with digitally mediated interaction. These forces collectively constitute an 

isolating index. NFHS-5 (2021) data confirm the rapid proliferation of nuclear households in urban India, 

contraction of intergenerational co-residence, and rise of single-parent configurations — fundamental 

transformations in the social ecology of socialization. 

 

III. Research Questions 

The study is organized around four primary research questions: 

1.  In what specific ways does globalization function as an isolating index that disrupts traditional 

socialization processes within Indian family structures? 

2.  How does the transition from joint to nuclear to single-parent family systems, accelerated by 

globalization, alter the socialization capacities of the primary social group? 

3.  To what extent do Collaborative Functionalism and Reconstituted Social Interactionism provide 

adequate analytical tools for theorizing globalization's isolating effects on socialization? 

4.  What hypothetical propositions can be advanced and empirically grounded regarding globalization's 

isolating index in relation to family-based socialization in contemporary India? 

 

IV. Methodology of the Study 

This paper employs Qualitative Documentary Analysis (QDA) in conjunction with Hypothetical 

Reflective Analysis (HRA) — a procedure in which theoretically grounded hypotheses are constructed, 

elaborated, and subjected to logical analysis against empirical documentation. The epistemological 

foundation is explicitly interpretivist, recognizing that socialization processes are constituted through 

meaning-making, symbolic interaction, and relational practice. The study proceeds through three stages: 

(I) theoretical qualitative inquiry engaging existing frameworks through logical analysis; (II) secondary 

qualitative analysis interpreting empirical studies of Indian family transformation; and (III) hypothetical 

reflection advancing five specific propositions regarding globalization's isolating index. The study 

maintains a transdisciplinary orientation integrating sociological theory, urban studies, social psychology, 

development economics, and cultural studies. 

 

V. Review of Related Studies 

Globalization has profoundly reshaped the structures and processes through which individuals are 

socialized, especially within primary institutions like the family and local community. Scholars across 

sociology and development studies have highlighted how rapid economic, cultural, and technological 

integration has simultaneously expanded opportunities while weakening traditional social bonds. The 

following table presents key contributions in reverse chronological order, tracing how globalization has 

influenced primary socialization over time. 

 

Sr. No. Scholar Year Key findings  

1 NFHS-5, India 2021 
Nuclear and single-parent households rising sharply in urban India, 

weakening primary group cohesion. 

2 Castells, M. 2000 
Globalization generates dual logic: global integration + local 

fragmentation, isolating non-networked populations. 

3 Bauman, Z. 2000 
Liquid modernity dissolves stable social bonds, replacing community 

solidarity with contingent relationships. 

4 Putnam, R.D. 2000 
Globalization-linked individualism erodes social capital and weakens 

civic participation essential to socialization. 
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Sr. No. Scholar Year Key findings  

5 Sen, A. 1999 
Globalization unevenly distributes capability gains, marginalizing many 

from freedoms necessary for full socialization. 

6 Beck, U. 1992 
Global risks produce individualized responses, dismantling collective 

solidarity and shared social frameworks. 

7 Giddens, A. 1991 
Modernity disembeds individuals from local contexts, producing 

existential anxiety and identity dislocation. 

8 Cooley, C.H. 1909 
Face-to-face family groups are fundamental crucibles of socialization; 

their erosion is existentially consequential. 

 

VI. Research Gaps 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Identified Gap Present Study's Response 

1 Absence of integrated framework 

linking globalization to socialization 

loss in Indian families. 

Proposes 'Globalization as Isolating Index' 

hypothesis with family as primary unit of 

analysis. 

2 Under-theorization of single-

parent/nuclear family vulnerability 

within globalization discourse. 

Analyzes how globalized individualism 

structurally undermines primary group 

functions in Indian households. 

3 Lack of transdisciplinary synthesis 

connecting globalization studies, Indian 

sociology, and social psychology. 

Integrates Collaborative Functionalism, 

Social Interactionism, and global sociology on 

a single platform. 

4 Insufficient attention to how digital 

globalization reshapes socialization 

within Indian families. 

Examines digital connectivity as both a 

globalizing force and a new form of social 

isolation. 

5 No systematic hypothetical framework 

testing globalization's isolating effects 

against Indian patterns. 

Advances five testable hypotheses grounded 

in Indian sociological and demographic 

evidence. 

 

These perspectives reveal a consistent concern, while globalization fosters connectivity and mobility, it 

also fragments traditional social structures that once anchored primary socialization. From Charles Horton 

Cooley’s early emphasis on intimate face-to-face groups to contemporary empirical findings like National 

Family Health Survey (NFHS-5), the trajectory points toward increasing individualization and weakening 

of communal bonds. This transformation raises critical questions about how societies can sustain 

meaningful socialization processes in an increasingly globalized and fluid world. 

 

VII. Discussion and Analysis 

7.1 Globalization as Social Unfreezer and Isolating Index 

Globalization amplifies and extends the social unfreezing process along multiple dimensions 

simultaneously. Where urbanization physically displaces individuals from their socialization 

environments, globalization additionally transforms the normative and relational content of those 

environments — even for those who remain geographically rooted in their communities. Economic 

globalization subordinates relational time to economic productivity imperatives. The dual-income nuclear 

household, the geographically mobile professional family, and the remittance-dependent rural household 

all exemplify configurations in which the quantity and quality of family-based socialization are 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 

 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com   ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR230174351 Volume 5, Issue 1, January-February 2023 4 

 

structurally constrained. Cultural globalization displaces socialization content from locally transmitted 

norms toward globally standardized consumption identities, creating a socialization vacuum. 

Globalization functions as a composite isolating index that operates through economic subordination, 

cultural displacement, and digital substitution of socialization processes, producing socialization deficits 

most acute in urban nuclear and single-parent family configurations. 

 

7.2  Family Perspectives: From Collective Socialization to Individual Isolation 

The Indian family system has undergone a structural trajectory from joint family (multi-generational, 

collectively organized) through nuclear family (dyadic, parent-centred) toward single-parent family 

(concentrated, resource-depleted socialization). The joint family's model was characterized by what 

Cooley (1909) termed 'primary group' functions: face-to-face, intimate, persistent relationships through 

which the self is constituted and social norms internalized. Globalization's emphasis on individual 

autonomy, competitive achievement, and private consumption actively militates against the formation of 

the collaborative networks through which socialization functions might otherwise be shared. The gendered 

dimension must also be noted: globalization's labour market demands disproportionately extract women 

— who have historically performed the majority of socialization work in Indian families — from the 

domestic sphere, without redistributing responsibilities to other members. 

The globalization-driven transition from joint to nuclear to single-parent family progressively erodes the 

primary group's socialization capacity, producing an 'isolation gradient' in which socialization deficits 

intensify with each structural simplification of the family unit. 

 

7.3  The Digital Paradox: Connected Isolation 

Digital connectivity — WhatsApp groups, social media platforms, video calling — has been celebrated 

as compensation for the fragmentation of physical community. However, the socialization value of digital 

interaction is qualitatively different from face-to-face primary group interaction. Socialization, in the 

tradition from Mead (1934) to Blumer (1969), is an embodied, interpretive process requiring the full 

spectrum of symbolic communication — gesture, expression, tone, silence, shared physical space. Digital 

interaction truncates this spectrum, providing communicative exchange without embodied co-presence, 

producing what may be termed 'connected isolation': individuals who are extensively digitally networked 

yet progressively deprived of the deep socialization that primary group membership provides. 

 

Digital globalization produces 'connected isolation' — a condition in which quantitative expansion of 

communicative reach is accompanied by qualitative contraction of socialization depth, particularly within 

family contexts where screen-mediated interaction replaces co-present familial socialization. 

 

7.4  Structural Functionalism's Failure and the Collaborative Alternative 

Structural Functionalism fails to explain contemporary Indian social realities because it assumes 

functional equilibrium and normative consensus. It would predict that as traditional socialization structures 

dissolve, new functional alternatives would emerge to perform equivalent functions. The Indian evidence 

does not support this. Kerala's cooperative and panchayat raj networks represent a partial exception — 

where communities actively cultivated collaborative socialization alternatives, socialization functions are 

partially maintained. Where such collaboration fails — as among the urban poor, single-parent 

households, and migrant communities without established networks — socialization deficits compound. 

The socialization deficits produced by globalization are not automatically compensated by functional 

alternatives; their resolution requires the active cultivation of collaborative socialization networks — 

involving families, communities, civil society, and state institutions. 

 

7.5  Social Interactionism and the Negotiation of Isolated Selves 

Reconstituted Social Interactionism foregrounds the micro-level processes through which individuals 

negotiate identity and meaning within rapidly changing social contexts. Urban Indians navigating global 
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consumer culture, local caste and family norms, and digitally mediated social identity engage in 

continuous, effortful identity negotiation — maintaining multiple social selves across multiple social 

stages, as Goffman's (1959) dramaturgical framework predicts. The 'isolated self' produced by 

globalization's erosion of traditional socialization structures is not a freely autonomous self but a 

structurally burdened self — required to perform social integration without the institutional resources that 

made such integration possible in earlier social configurations. 

Globalization produces 'isolated selves' — individuals burdened with continuous negotiation of 

fragmented social identities in the absence of stable primary group contexts — whose isolation is most 

visible in micro-interactional patterns of urban nuclear and single-parent households. 

 

VIII. Findings 

The five hypothetical reflections converge on a set of analytical findings regarding globalization's 

functioning as an isolating index of socialization: 

 

1.  GLOBALIZATION AND SOCIAL ISOLATION:  Globalization functions as an isolating index by 

systematically dismantling the traditional socialization structures — family, community, and 

neighbourhood — that historically anchored individual identity in Indian society. 

2.  FAMILY STRUCTURE FRAGMENTATION:   The transition from joint to nuclear to single-parent 

family systems represents a progressive weakening of the primary socialization group, intensifying 

individual isolation and reducing collective social resilience across generations. 

3.  DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY PARADOX:  While globalization expands digital connectivity, it 

simultaneously replaces deep face-to-face socialization with shallow virtual interactions, producing 

'connected isolation' particularly acute among urban youth and single-parent households. 

4.  LIMITS OF CLASSICAL FRAMEWORKS:  Structural Functionalism cannot adequately explain 

the socialization deficits produced by globalization; Collaborative Functionalism and Reconstituted Social 

Interactionism offer more responsive analytical tools for the Indian context. 

5.  TRANSDISCIPLINARY NECESSITY:   An adequate sociological account of globalization's 

isolating effects requires integration across sociology, urban studies, social psychology, and development 

economics, incorporating indigenous Indian intellectual traditions. 
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IX. Discussion 

The five findings collectively constitute a theoretical account of globalization as an isolating index that is 

both structurally grounded and analytically nuanced. They identify specific mechanisms — economic 

subordination, cultural displacement, digital substitution, collaborative failure, and interactional 

fragmentation — through which globalization erodes socialization capacity, while acknowledging the 

uneven and potentially reversible character of these erosions. 

 

Collaborative Functionalism explains the structural dimension: the dissolution of collective socialization 

arrangements and the conditions under which new collaborative alternatives may emerge. Social 

Interactionism explains the interactional dimension: the subjective experience of socialization deficit and 

the effortful identity negotiation it demands. Together, these frameworks provide a more comprehensive 

account than either Structural Functionalism or macro-level globalization theory alone. 

 

The family perspective adds a critical dimension frequently underemphasized in macro-level analyses. 

The family is not merely one institution among others affected by globalization; it is the primary institution 

of socialization — the site where the self is first constituted, social norms first internalized, and relational 

capacities first developed. Globalization's impact on the family is therefore simultaneously globalization's 

impact on the foundations of social life itself. The trajectory from joint to nuclear to single-parent family 

under globalization is, from this perspective, a trajectory of progressive socialization impoverishment that 

demands urgent theoretical attention and equally urgent practical policy response. 

 

India's simultaneous exposure to rapid economic globalization, digital connectivity, urbanization, and 

persistent structural inequalities of caste and gender creates a social landscape of extraordinary 

complexity. Globalization's isolating effects are unevenly distributed across class, caste, gender, region, 

and generation. The urban middle-class family and the rural dalit single-mother household experience 

globalization's isolating index through radically different mechanisms and with radically different 

consequences. Any adequate theoretical account must be sensitive to this heterogeneity while identifying 

the structural mechanisms that cut across these differentiations. 

 

X. Conclusion 

This paper has advanced and elaborated the hypothesis that globalization functions as an isolating index 

of socialization — a composite structural condition that systematically erodes the socialization capacities 

of the primary social group, most critically the family, in contemporary Indian society. Drawing on a 

transdisciplinary theoretical framework and rigorous qualitative documentary methodology, the paper has 

articulated five hypothetical reflections, each grounded in Indian sociological evidence and contributing a 

distinct dimension to the overarching theoretical proposition.  

 

The paper has argued that the theoretical tools adequate to this analytical task are not those of classical 

Structural Functionalism — which assumes functional equilibrium and normative consensus — but those 

of Collaborative Functionalism and Reconstituted Social Interactionism, deployed within a genuinely 

transdisciplinary platform integrating sociology, urban studies, social psychology, development 

economics, and indigenous Indian intellectual traditions. This theoretical restructuring has practical 

implications for social policy, welfare provision, family support services, and community development in 
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a globalizing India where the socialization functions of the traditional family are under unprecedented 

structural pressure. 

The family perspective remains 

irreplaceable in this analysis. The family 

is the primary institution through which 

humans become social beings — the site 

of irreplaceable socialization functions 

that no other institution, digital or 

otherwise, can fully replicate. 

Globalization's restructuring of the 

family, from the collectivity of the joint 

household to the atomism of the single-

parent urban dwelling, is therefore a 

sociological emergency of the first order. 

Policy responses must be 

correspondingly urgent: supporting 

extended family networks, investing in 

community socialization infrastructure, 

regulating the intrusion of screen culture 

into family life, and cultivating the 

collaborative socialization arrangements 

through which globalization's isolating 

effects can be collectively resisted. 

Future research should empirically test 

the five hypotheses advanced here 

through comparative fieldwork across 

India's diverse regional contexts, 

longitudinal studies of family structure 

transformation and socialization 

outcomes, and participatory action 

research with community organizations 

through which collaborative 

socialization alternatives are already 

being constructed. The sociology of 

globalization in India cannot afford to 

treat socialization as a secondary 

concern; it is, in the deepest sense, the 

primary one. 
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