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India and Korea share a long-standing cultural and religious connection through Buddhism. Buddhism 

originated in ancient India, where it was founded by Siddhartha Gautama, also known as the Buddha. It 

then spread to many parts of Asia, including Korea, through a combination of trade, missionary activity, 

and cultural exchange. The first recorded introduction of Buddhism to Korea was in the 4th century CE, 

when Chinese monks arrived in the country to spread Buddhist teachings. From that time on, Buddhism 

played a significant role in Korean culture and society, and has continued to be an important part of 

Korean life up to the present day. Indian Buddhist philosophy and teachings are rooted in the teachings 

of Buddha. Buddhism originated in India over 2,500 years ago and has since spread to other parts of the 

world. 

One of the fundamental teachings of Buddhism is the Four Noble Truths. These are the truths of 

suffering, the origin of suffering, the cessation of suffering, and the path leading to the cessation of 

suffering. The Buddha taught that all human beings experience suffering in life and that the cause of 

suffering is attachment and craving. He also taught that it is possible to overcome suffering by following 

the Eightfold Path, which consists of right understanding, right intention, right speech, right action, right 

livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, and right concentration. 

There are several different schools of Buddhism that developed in India, including Theravada, 

Mahayana, and Vajrayana. Each of these schools has its own unique teachings and practices, but they all 

share a common goal of helping individuals overcome suffering and achieve enlightenment. 

Another important concept in Indian Buddhist philosophy is the idea of non-self or anatta. This teaching 

states that there is no permanent, unchanging self or soul, and that the idea of a self is simply an illusion. 

This concept is closely related to the Buddhist idea of impermanence or anicca, which holds that all 

things are in a state of constant change and flux. 

Indian Buddhist philosophy also places a strong emphasis on mindfulness, which is the practice of being 

present in the moment and fully aware of one's thoughts, feelings, and sensations. Mindfulness 

meditation is a key practice in Buddhism, and is used to develop awareness and concentration. 

Buddhism has played a significant role in the cultural and historical development of both India and 

Korea. Many ancient Buddhist sites in India, such as Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, and Kushinagar, are 

considered sacred by Buddhists around the world, including Koreans. Similarly, many important figures 

in Korean Buddhist history, such as Wonhyo and Uisang, were influenced by Indian Buddhist 

philosophy and teachings. 

Korean Buddhist history is a rich and diverse tradition that dates back over 1,700 years. There have been 

many important figures in Korean Buddhist history, some of whom are: 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 

 
E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR23022280 Volume 5, Issue 2, March-April 2023 2 

 

These are just a few of the many important figures in Korean Buddhist history. Each of them played a 

key role in shaping the development of Buddhism in Korea and their teachings and practices continue to 

inspire practitioners today. 

Korean Buddhist history dates back to the 4th century BC when Buddhism was first introduced to the 

Korean peninsula. It was brought to Korea from China by the monk Sundo, who established the first 

Buddhist temple in the country. Over the centuries, Buddhism became a major religion in Korea and 

played a significant role in shaping the country's culture and history. 

One of the most significant periods in Korean Buddhist history was the Unified Silla period (668-935 

CE), when Buddhism flourished and many temples and pagodas were built. During this period, many 

monks traveled to China to study Buddhist scriptures and bring back the knowledge to Korea. The 

famous monk Wonhyo, who is credited with spreading the teachings of Buddhism in Korea, lived during 

this period. 

Wonhyo (617-686): Wonhyo was a renowned scholar and practitioner who is considered one of the most 

important figures in Korean Buddhist history. He was instrumental in spreading Buddhism to the 

common people and is known for his teachings on the unity of all things. 

Uisang (625-702): Uisang was a scholar and monk who played a key role in introducing the Huayan 

school of Buddhism to Korea. He was also a prolific writer and translator, and is known for his 

commentary on the Avatamsaka Sutra. 

The Goryeo dynasty (918-1392 CE) was another important period in Korean Buddhist history. During 

this time, many Buddhist artworks were created, including the famous Buddhist painting, the Seokguram 

Grotto. Many Buddhist temples and monasteries were also built, and Buddhism became an integral part 

of Korean culture. 

During the Joseon dynasty (1392-1910 CE), Confucianism became the dominant ideology, and 

Buddhism was suppressed. However, Buddhism continued to be practiced in Korea, and many important 

figures in Korean Buddhist history, such as Jingak and Gyeongheo, lived during this period. 

Jingak (1376-1446): Jingak was a monk and artist who is known for his exquisite calligraphy and 

paintings. He is considered one of the greatest Buddhist artists in Korean history and is known for his 

depictions of Bodhisattvas and other Buddhist figures. 

Gyeongheo (1849-1912): Gyeongheo was a monk and scholar who is known for his pioneering work in 

the field of Buddhist studies. He spent much of his life traveling throughout Asia to study Buddhism and 

is credited with helping to bridge the gap between Korean and Chinese Buddhism. 

In modern times, Korean Buddhism has experienced a revival, and there has been growing interest in 

Buddhist teachings and philosophy among Koreans. Today, there are many Buddhist temples and 

monasteries in Korea, and Korean Buddhist monks are respected for their knowledge and wisdom 

Seongcheol (1912-1993): Seongcheol was a modern-day Zen master who played a key role in reviving 

Korean Buddhism after it was suppressed during the Japanese occupation of Korea. He is known for his 

emphasis on the practice of meditation and his teachings on the nature of mind and reality. 
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Korean Buddhist history is a rich and fascinating subject, and it has played a significant role in shaping 

the cultural and historical development of Korea.In recent years, India and Korea have been working 

together to promote Buddhist tourism and cultural exchange between the two countries. There have been 

initiatives to develop and promote Buddhist sites in both countries, with the aim of encouraging more 

Koreans to visit India for pilgrimage and cultural tourism. 

The two countries have also been working together to promote the study of Buddhism and Buddhist 

philosophy. Many Korean students come to India to study Buddhism, and Indian universities have 

established departments and centres for Buddhist studies to cater to this growing demand. 

These centres and departments typically offer courses and programs of study in various aspects of 

Buddhism, including its history, philosophy, and religious practices. Some of the leading universities in 

India with departments or centres for Buddhist studies along with Korean as a foreign language include: 

Central University of Jharkhand 

Nalanda International University 

Magadh University 

University of Delhi 

University of Mumbai 

Banaras Hindu University 

University of Calcutta 

University of Hyderabad 

University of Pune 

University of Madras 

Jawaharlal Nehru University 

University of Mysore 

Central University of Tibetan Studies 

These institutions offer a range of degree programs, including undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral 

degrees, as well as certificate and diploma courses in Buddhist studies as well as Korean as a foreign 

language. In addition to academic programs, many of these departments and centres also sponsor 

research projects, conferences, and other activities related to Buddhism, contributing to the ongoing 

study and development of this important religious and cultural tradition. 

Overall, the shared connection to Buddhism is an important aspect of the cultural relationship between 

India and Korea. It has played a significant role in strengthening the friendship and cooperation between 

the two countries and continues to serve as a bridge between the two nations. 
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