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Abstract 

The aim of current study was to determine the recycled concrete aggregate (RCA) applicability in 

the production of concrete mixture for vibropressed concrete rcc structure. The experiments were 

focused especially on the crushed waste material from the same concrete elements producing plant. For 

this type of precast elements only some finer fractions can be implemented and the “earth-moist” 

consistency of fresh mixture is required. The series of samples was prepared in which the mixture of 

natural aggregates was partially or totally substituted by recycled concrete aggregate. The 0/4 RCA 

fraction, which is usually rejected in ready mix concrete technology, plays a role of 0/2 sand. The 

substitution of sand fraction was from 20% to 100% respectively. The substitution of the coarser 

aggregate fractions by 4/16 RCA was also done. The standard properties of vibropressed elements, such 

as the degree of densification, the density of material, the compressive and splitting tensile strength and 

the water absorption capacity according to the relevant standards were determined. The parameters of 

materials with the natural aggregate substitution by RCA are affected by the ratio of recycled concrete 

aggregate. In most cases the results do not decline specially from those for reference samples, when only 

the natural sand (0/2) fraction is substituted by the 0/4 recycled aggregate. As one could expect, as lower 

the substitution, as better the test results. The partial substitution of natural aggregate by coarser 

fractions requires experimental verification; over 20%substitution of natural aggregate by 4/8, 8/16 

or 0/16 RCA should be excluded. 

1. Introduction 

The production of concrete small vibropressed elements has been bound first of all to the development 

of modern Rcc structure, Example -Building, Dam, Bridge and rcc Road construction.This process is 

economical  than used new material for concrete Mix. Basically Rcc structure now a days used every 

where,The relevant literature in English and Japanese, including journals, conference proceedings, 

technical reports, books, and theses, over a span of 47 years (1971–2018), were studied and over 300 

references are cited. The authors come to the conclusion that owing to the waste materials use in the 

form of supplementary cementing materials, less noise emission, air purifying characteristics and heat 

emission reduction, the environmental performance of interlocking concrete block pavement are in 

harmony with sustainable practices. 

In this study the use of recycled concrete aggregate in the production of concrete paving blocks was 

investigated. The RCA is successfully used in the production of ready mix concrete for construction but 

there is almost no reports dealing with the RCA implementation in the prefabrication of small, 

prefabricated elements. In the experiments the “in situ” wastes from the concrete blocks producing 

plants were taken into account with the same other materials, such as cement, aggregate and admixtures 

used in current production. One should underline that this RCA is not contaminated by chlorides and 

sulfates (e.g. from de-icing salts or seawater). Thus the problem of waste (e.g. damaged products) 

management in any concrete elements producing plant could be resolved. At the same time some amount 
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of natural aggregate could be replaced by the recycled material. Only a few studies can be found in the 

literature that deal with the improvement of concrete paving blocks made with recycled aggregate. 

However, the authors can relate to the numerous reports dealing with the re-use of RCA in ready mix 

concrete production which are relatively abundant. 

One should take in mind that in concrete mixtures used to produce the vibropressed non-construction 

concrete materials the recycled aggregate fraction 0/4, which is usually rejected in ready mix concrete 

technology, can successfully replace the 0/2 natural sand fraction. This is of importance because of the 

preservation of natural sand used as a raw material in many building materials production. 

 

In the next chapters the question of composition of concrete mixture used in the vibropressed precast 

concrete technology is highlighted. Subsequently, the general problem of recycled concrete aggregate is 

discussed with some aspects of RCA use in paving blocks production. Finally the experimental part and 

the conclusions are presented. 

 

2. The production of concrete mixture used in the vibropressed precast concrete technology 

 The components of concrete mixture 

The following components are used in the production of concrete mixture for the vibropressed precast 

concrete paving blocks: Portland cement, fine aggregate, mineral additives and chemical admixtures. 

The fly ash from power plants is the most commonly used mineral additive in this case; the blended fly 

ash or slag Portland cement as a component of concrete mixture can be used as well [2]. The fresh 

concrete mixture must be very rigid, more compact than the material of wet consistency (Ve-Be > 31s). 

Simultaneously, the mixture should be produced at low water to cement ratio, on the level 0.34 - 0.38. 

Therefore some additional technological actions should be undertaken in order to warrant a fairly good 

workability. Among them a proper grain size distribution of aggregate is critical, as well as the use of 

chemical admixtures. The optimization of fine grained dust component (fraction ≤ 0,125 mm) is 

necessary. This fine-grained component consists of the finest fraction of all the components: aggregate, 

cement and mineral additives. These factors should be taken into account as the requirements in respect 

to the recycled aggregates are formulated. The optimum fine-grained component content, to ensure the 

proper vibropressing operation of concrete mixture is estimated generally for 320 – 380 kg/m
3
 of 

concrete. These values can be altered; it depends upon the particular properties of materials, technology, 

etc. However, the best compaction of elements and, as a consequence, the best parameters of product are 

the main goals. 

The wet concrete mixture can be discussed as a rheological object, on the basis of ground mechanics, 

taking into account the rules governing the adhesion and friction forces. These forces act between the 

grains of different shape and surface roughness. The cement grains in the mixture can be then considered 

as a fine, at first stage inactive chemically aggregate fraction, affecting the water demand and 

susceptibility to densification. This latter feature is, beside of the early strength, a crucial factor 

indicating the applicability of the mixture. The consistency in this case cannot be measured with help of 

standard methods attributed to the typical concrete mixtures and cannot be classified according to the 

standard classification [3]. 

 

 The use of recycled aggregate in concrete - general aspects 
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There is a common opinion that using recycled aggregates from construction and demolition waste 

can preserve natural aggregate resources, reduce demand of landfill, and contribute to sustainable built 

environment. There is a significant number of reports on the problem of construction and demolition 

wastes, their re-use as recycled concrete aggregate after crushing, milling, classification and separation 

of contaminants [4-11]. Some of the state- of-the art papers appeared recently [12-14]. The effect of 

parent concrete properties on the quality of concrete aggregate was studied in many research centers [9]. 

As it has been found for many years studies and practical trials, the recycled aggregate can be 

successfully used in the production of ready mix and precast concrete, as a partial or whole substitute of 

natural aggregate, particularly since the amount of construction and demolition wastes continuously 

grows. In practice, each concrete waste can be subjected to the recycling aimed in the production of 

valuable “secondary” aggregate. 

Owing to its adhered cement paste, which is of porous nature, RCA implementation should be 

expected to affect concrete performance at all stages of concrete production and use (fresh mixture, 

engineering properties, durability). The other key limiting property of RCA is identified as the high 

water absorption, which may lower concrete workability. The methods aimed in enhancing the RCA role 

as mechanical properties and long-term performance improving agent are summarized and categorized 

into three groups, i.e. the reduction of recycled aggregate porosity, reduction of old mortar layer on 

recycled aggregate surface, and the property improvement without recycled aggregate modification 

(appropriate concrete mixing design, addition of fiber reinforcement). 

According to Rodriguez et al. [10] a 20% replacement of coarse aggregate will cause no loss of 

properties, however the recycle aggregate can be used at greater rates for non-structural uses. The 

manufacturing of paving blocks is an example [10, 15-17]. 

The wastes during the paving block and other precast elements manufacturing are generated too and 

they should be used “in situ”. However, there are some detailed questions dealing with the 

implementation of these wastes in vibropressed concrete technology. The concrete mixture is 

manufactured as an earth-moist, packed material. Finally, the ready elements must comply with relevant 

standard requirements in respect for example to the absorption capacity, strength and generally the 

durability. 

 

 Recycled aggregate - classification and requirements 

The three categories of aggregates are given in the EN 12620: 2002+A1:2008 standard “Aggregates 

for concrete” [18]; among them there are the recycled ones. However, there is no detailed guidance 

dealing with their application. In the appendix expired in 2008 there is a classification of recycled 

aggregate based on the ratio of uncombined stone material (Ru), concrete waste (Rc), waste from wall 

elements (Rb), bituminous materials (Ra), glass (Rg), unstable material (FL) or the other components. 

The three types of recycled aggregate are indicated by RILEM: 

1) Type I - waste from wall elements, 

2) Type II - waste from concrete elements, 

3) Type III - blended material composed at least from 80% natural aggregate and 20% recycled 

aggregate. The recycled concrete aggregate (RCA) covers three classes, according to their 

potential use: 

1) Class A – recycled aggregate for concrete of general purpose, including see and environmental 

structures; 
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2) Class B – mixed natural and recycled aggregate to be used in the production of concrete exposed to 

the environment of moderate aggressiveness; 

3) Class C – recycled aggregate to be used in the production of concrete exposed to the environment of 

low aggressiveness [4]. 

However, the lack of the other standards for quality evaluation is the main reason for not limited using 

RCA in some concrete technologies outside the laboratory. 

 

3. Experimental, &Methodology 

The aim of current study was to determine the recycled aggregate applicability in the production of 

concrete mixture for vibropressed concrete , based upon the results of relevant experiments. The mixture 

in this technology differs significantly from that for precast concrete products because of the specific 

aggregate granulation. Only some finer fractions can be implemented in this type of elements. The 

“earth-moist” consistency which is not used in the case of ready mix concrete is achieved by 

vibropressing compaction  

The three samples of crushed concrete M-25,  cube filling  

As a design given below 

 

The recycled concrete aggregate (RCA) 0/16 obtained by simple one-step crushing and sieving,20mm 

and 10mm, The chart prepared for 01 Cum M-25 grade of concrete  

 

1.opc,43 grade -270kg 

2.flyash-100kg 

3.fine sand-810kg 

4.recycled Agg20mm-580kg 

5.recycled Agg10mm-400kg 

6.ph-7 Water -350ltr 

7.Admixture-2.2kg  

Now we prepared cube 150x150x150mm , we take 3,sample  for 01 cum All materail 0.01% cumulative 

weight all materail.  The we see concrete slump is 135mm which is good for rcc structure. And we 

broken cube after 07 days he give strength 275KN crushing Strength 

 

01 waste concrete broken seperatally 

2.Sieve All broken concrete 20mm, 10mm, Dust 

3.07days concrete weight =7. 383KG 

4.07Days crushing strength come 275 KN  
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                Table 1. The properties of natural and recycled aggregates 

Natural aggregate 
Recycled

 concrete 

Parameter   aggregate  

Sand   0/2 Gravel Gravel Fraction 0/4 Fraction 

2/8 8/16 4/16 

Volume density ρa 3 

g/cm 

2,67 2,63 2,63 2,47 2,53 

Absorbability WA24 
*
 % 0,33 1,43 1,61 4,18 4,71 

Freeze-thaw resistance 

M25 

% - 0,85±0,24 0,36±0,04 - 1,56±0,14 

Flatness index FI 
*
 % - 5 14 - 6 

 

Table 2. The composition of reference concrete mixture. 

Component Content, [kg/m
3
] 

Cement CEM II/A-V 42,5 R 340 

Sand 0/2 714 

Gravel 2/8 + 8/16 (1:1 ratio) 1190 

Water (initially, before 

correction) 

122,4 

Plastifier 0,46% by mass of cement 

w/c 0,36 (0,27) 

 

The natural aggregate was substituted in the mixtures according to the scheme presented above. The 

mineral additive was not used but instead of the CEM I type cement, the fly ash Portland blended 

cement CEM II/A-V was added. 

 

It was found that the grain size cumulative curves were within the limits recommended for the 

aggregate to concrete. As an example, the grain size distribution curve for the recycled concrete 

aggregate material 0/4 substituting the 0/2 sand fraction is shown in fig. 2. 

Several concrete mixtures were produced based on different aggregates assemblages listed above (R0, 

R01, R20, R50, R100, Rc25, Rc50, Rc100, Rf25, Rf50, Rf100). Their consistency/workability was 

adequate to the vibropressing technology. The amount of water used for every dosage was modified to 

obtain the earth-moist consistency and consequently the fairly well shaped elements. 

 

 Methods of concrete treatment and examination 

Concrete specimens were prepared in the so-called Econom compactor used in the experimental 

verification of concrete mixture design for vibropressed small elements; the mixture is vibrated during 

filling the vessel with particular components, starting from the aggregate [2]. 

The degree of densification; it means the calculated density of material filling the mold to the density 

of material after vibropressing ratio, was measured in Econom device, in which the vibropressing action 



 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 

 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com    ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR23033059 Volume 5, Issue 3, May-June 2023 8 

 

was simulated. 

The compressive and splitting tensile strength of pavement blocks were determined by tests at 7- and 

28-days curing, according to the EN 1338 [19] and EN 15037-2 [20] standards respectively. The 

specimens were cured in the conditions recommended by the EN 12390-7:2011 [21] standard (in water, 

at temperature 20±5°C). 

Water absorption tests of concretes were carried out on the pavement blocks matured for 28 days, 

according to the EN 1338 standard. 

Fig. 3. Density and degree of compaction of concrete samples 

 

 Density of concrete samples 

The density of concrete samples was determined according to the EN 12390-7:2011 standard after 28-

day maturing in water at temperature 20±5°C [21]. This method, based on the measurements of water 

dislodgement gives the possibility to evaluate the density of concrete elements formed with help of 

different methods. The results, shown in fig 3. are the average values from several individual 

measurements of samples produced using Econom apparatus. 

The density of hardened concretes is affected by the type and amount of recycled concrete aggregate. 

In the concrete with RCA the decrease of density with an increase of recycled concrete ratio is observed. 

The reduction of density is the consequence of lower RCA density resulting, in turn, from the porosity of 

residual hydrated hardened cement material being the constituent of RCA. Only the Rf50 concrete with 

substitution of 50% sand by RCA 0/4 mm shows a slight increase of density in respect to the Rf25 

material. This is the consequence of better concrete mixture compactness in the case of Rf50 than Rf25. 

The most significant reduction of density, as compared to the value for reference R0, is found for 

concretes with 0/16 recycled concrete aggregate; the difference in case of R100 is close to 15%. The 

sample of concrete R01 with reduced water content (w/c=0,27) obviously shows a lower density than the 

material with w/c=0,36. At lower water content there is no sufficient amount of paste to have fairly good 

compacting during the formation of blocks. The mixture R01 appeared less compact at loose state than 

the R0 material. 

The testing with help of Econom device gives the possibility to investigate the densification process as 

a function of time. This is illustrated in fig. 4. The susceptibility to densification was determined during 

shaping and vibropressing of concrete blocks from concrete mixtures R0, R100 (with 100% 0/16 RCA), 
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Rc100 (RCA 4/16 substitution for 2/8 + 9/16 gravel fraction) and Rf100 (RCA 0/4 instead of 0/2 natural 

sand) respectively. 

 

Generally, as one can notice in fig. 4, the recycled concrete aggregate brings about some acceleration 

of densification operation, presumably because of an excess of finest fractions filling the spaces between 

the coarser aggregate grains. 

 

 

4. Conclusions 

1) The recycled aggregate to be used ordinary rcc structure this type of concrete will be economical 

for other new fresh concrete. It is easly provide for structure.  

2) The vibropressed concrete elements produced with recycled concrete aggregate show fairly good 

mechanical properties, depending on the aggregate grain size and aggregate ratio. The best results are 

achieved when the 0/4 RCA fraction is introduced instead of the 0/2 natural sand. As lower the 

substitution, as better the test results. 

3) The compaction process - consistency - workability - water dosage are affected by the grain size 

fraction substitution of natural aggregate by the recycled concrete aggregate used. Generally, the 

addition of recycled concrete aggregate has no negative effect on the workability of concrete mixtures as 

the necessary correction of process water amount by chemical admixtures is done. 

4) One should take in mind that the properties of concrete mixture and hardened material dedicated 

to the production of vibropressed concrete paving blocks are in some extend affected by the compaction 

process. For verification of applicability of materials and for feasibility studies the use of laboratory 

strength of concrete and vibropressing operation should be recommended. 

5) Generally, the absorption capacity of concrete elements with coarse or fine recycled concrete 

aggregate instead of natural sand and gravel does not exceed the standard 6% limit. The most significant 

increase of absorption capacity is found for concretes with 0/16 recycled concrete aggregate. 
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