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Abstract  

The paper tries to bring out that the psyche actually has its own laws to work with. Out of these regulations, 

the entire perspective is around the still up in the air. The chosen novel, Amitav Ghosh's The Shadow Lines 

(1988) is a fine example for this. The novel explains the psychology of its own society and how it gives 

this country its own status as superior or inferior to other nations.  

In order to demonstrate that the psychology of the individual is a model of the psychology of his or her 

own nation, as well as how this psychological formula not only identifies or determines its nation's position 

but can also change it. It investigates the novel from South Asian and American fiction. The examination 

utilizes the Jungian hypothesis to demonstrate the job of the complex of mediocrity inside South Asian 

countries in enabling them to become among the best nations all around the world after lengthy times of 

occupation and wars. On the opposite side, the exploration will in general demonstrate the negative job of 

the complex of prevalence inside the American country which could prompt their downfall.  
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Introduction 

Amitav Ghosh's The Shadow Lines is an application to the Jungian hypothesis of character. Amitav Ghosh 

is a global creator who is differently acclaimed for his works of fiction and true to life like The Shadow 

Lines, The Ravenous Tide, and The Glass royal residence. He is an Indian conceived and English taught 

storyteller who was brought into the world in Calcutta in 1956, and experienced childhood in Bangladesh, 

Sir Lanka, and Northern India. Presently, he lives in Brooklyn, New York. 

The storyteller will in general make each character present one of the significant issues in India from The 

Second Great War till the late 20th century having a tendency to demonstrate the way that people can be 

impacted by the destiny of their country. Ghosh's novel, The Shadow Lines features the way that the 

worldwide political occasions enter private human existence deciding all parts of an individual's 

personality and, surprisingly, his/her perspective on future. Thus, it is huge that the confidential existence 

of the creator and his fundamental characters is an outlet of the shadow of the political occasions in their 

country. 

The Shadow Lines is a novel about the sufferings and disappointments of Indian individuals after WWII. 

The examination utilizes the Jungian hypothesis of Character to demonstrate that the destiny of a country 

is a genuine reflection of its kin's mind. The domestic life of the two families is depicted in this chapter; 

one is Indian and the other is Bangladesh to demonstrate how the social and political air outlines the mental 

pattern of people which will, thus, shape and fabricate their own characters. Positive people will be able 
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to work, create, and grow in society because they will have a sense of dignity and self-sufficiency that 

instills a sense of loyalty and belonging in them if the political and social climate is favorable. This will 

result in a psychological settlement for each individual. 

The Shadow Lines prevailed to do as such. It talks about the existence between generational family; each 

generation, every age is typified into a person which represents a specific basic issue in India after WWII. 

Through Jung's theory, the psychological analysis of each character reveals the nation's secrets: how they 

could battle their inside adversary and how the contention between Indian locales like Dhaka and Calcutta, 

demonstrate that the boundaries, put by individuals and for which the blood sheds, are just shadow lines 

that shouldn't be visible to eyes. From the plane, Thamma, the grandmother was unable to see any of them.  

The issue of enthusiasm and cultivating a brave, strong generation in order to defeat their external 

adversary is represented by Thamma and the colonizers. She invests all her energy to raise her grandson, 

the storyteller, sustaining inside him these ideas. She spends all that she claims for the conflict store even 

the accessory which was the principal present given to her by her significant other. The subsequent age 

represents the possibility of history through the personality of Tridib who stands likewise for struggle 

among ages. His life goes against Thamma's wishes. He was having a ball, investing his energy voyaging, 

perusing and meddling with companions. Thamma observes that Tridib wastes a lot of time even though 

he should always work hard. She has no time for entertainment in order to build a powerful army. 

The third era is epitomized through the personality of Ila who represents the possibility of Diaspora; 

declining the limitations of the Indian customs and looking for misleading opportunity in the American 

practices. She was humiliated, divorced from her American husband Nick, and felt inferior in American 

society. She rejected the truth, the storyteller's affection, for deceptions. As a result, she came to the 

realization that she ought to return to India, where she grew up, and work hard with her generation to 

develop their country so that it can become an equal and superior power, with dignity wherever they go; 

she believed this would be true freedom; the liberation of overcoming one's inferiority complex. After 

years of destruction and colonization, the people and the government could overcome their inferiority 

complex and become a great power. Thus, the mind is ended up being viable, having its own power and 

regulations precisely like the actual idea. Also, it is demonstrated to have the capacity of redrawing the 

world guide. 

The endeavor of this examination will be towards such a set of experiences blended with injury - 

something this perusing implies to find out in Amitav Ghosh's Shadow Lines. In first several pages of the 

clever the storyteller has his grandma not supporting Tridib in light of the fact that she thinks he burns 

through his time. For the grandmother of the narrator, "time was like a toothbrush: it went rotten on the 

off chance that it was not utilized" (4). She responded, "It starts to stink," when he inquired about wasted 

time. She even disposed of all that could lead the storyteller and his family to the past, in case their time 

smells. If he passes Gole Park, the author wonders if he will see glimpses of the past. He used to go by 

this lane with Montu, a friend from when he was a kid. There, the paanwala Nathu Chaubey used to sit in 

a stall at the corner of the lane. Additionally, Tridib was spotted at street-corner addas. The memory that 

the author is recalling dates back to the 1960s, when the first East Asian refugees settled on Gariahat Road 

in a few scattered shacks. Later in the clever we will see storyteller's grandma will get together many 

individuals going over the boundary from the east as a result of segment. She has become friends with 

them in her successive visit to the recreation area after her retirement as a head special lady. She also looks 

down on the refugees on occasion. She thinks they are disgusting. She quickly snaps back, asserting that 

the refugees are not refugees because they arrived in India long before the partition. When we find love in 
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her for her kin and the exceptionally next second she detests the displaced people. After crossing the 

border, do they change? They definitely alter for her. She won't remember them as her kin after they cross 

the line and come to India. Does she loathe them since they are not fruitful as she has become in the wake 

of leaving her country? Suvir Kaul in his article Bury/Public in Amitav Ghosh's The Shadow Lines says 

that regardless of whether she "loses her faith in the capacity of boundaries to outline that space called 

home, she recuperates the personnel she had subdued as pointless: memory. She had long demanded that 

wistfulness as a shortcoming." ( 140) Kaul further expresses that her re-visitation of Dhaka makes her 

mindful of her dislocatedness, and the way that she has no home except for in memory. The battlefield 

purges her of the memory of untidy savagery. She has dealt with a task in a school in Calcutta after her 

better half's passing. She raised her son at that time, when she was 30 years old, and made sure he 

established himself. In spite of that she has not found some peace with the past, with the way that she 

doesn't reside in that frame of mind of her introduction to the world, that one of her family members 

actually resides there, that her own home is presently being imparted to the displaced people from Bihar 

and UP.  

Additionally, there was a Maoist rise during that time period. According to the narrator, everyone young 

at the time was turning Maoist. There had been a fear based oppressor development among patriots in 

Bengal. There were secret social orders like Anushilan and Jugantar. They run surreptitious organizations 

and made bombs to kill English authorities and cops. English had likewise fought back with extraditions 

and executions. Tridib appeared to have confided in nobody with the exception of maybe his loved ones. 

Is that the reason Tridib keeps his family and circumstances a secret? A boy from the early 1920s is 

mentioned by the narrator's grandmother. Since he was just 14 years old, he had joined one of the secret 

terrorist groups. She describes what he went through when he was that age to serve the cause. 

He had been exercising with them in their gymnasium, learning to use pistols and make bombs, smuggling 

their messages and running errands. A few months before he was arrested he had finally been initiated 

into the society. The first mission they had given him was to assassinate an English magistrate in Khulna 

district. All his preparations were ready; he was to leave for Khulna at the end of that week. But the police 

found out – their network of informers was legendary. The boy was tried and later deported to the infamous 

Cellular Gaol in the Andaman Islands. 

She describes the time when their lecture was interrupted halfway through. Understudies murmured yet 

stayed quelled in case they cause the to notice themselves. The lecturer attempted to voice his displeasure, 

but was silenced. She was terrified as well. She acknowledged having witnessed periodic raids by a group 

of police officers as a child. The narrator believes that she was captivated by the tales of Khudiram Bose, 

Bagha Jatin, and when Tridib asked her what she thought about everything that was going on around her 

or even about the boy, she responded that she used to dream about him. She had for a long time truly 

needed to work on something for the fear monger. The storyteller imagines that Had she had some 

significant awareness of the kid she would have gone to Khulna with him, remained close by grasping 

gun, yet he was uncertain about whether she would have killed him or not. To this question she said she 

could not have possibly been excessively scared to pull the trigger. Even at the cost of war, the 

grandmother of the storyteller has always been concerned about freedom. Later in the original we will 

figure out how she will offer her main chain which has been a piece of her, which is the main first gift 

given to her by her late spouse. She offered it to the asset of the conflict with Pakistan.  

The story moves between two periods of history. Tridib's family needed to go to London for his dad's 

activity in 1939, the start of WWII. He likewise told the storyteller and Ila, his niece, that Alan Tresawsen, 
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Mrs. Value's sibling had worked in Left Book Club in London before the conflict. The storyteller was 

helped to remember the club when he risked to see a sign board which peruses Victor Gollancz. It is a 

similar club which the storyteller enquired after a lady while Ila was showing him around London. The 

club included Victor Gollancz, a publishing house. Ila recalled no piece of it. However, when the narrator 

first saw the sign, it appeared as though the past and the present were simultaneously occurring. The 

narrator had heard a lot of war stories from Tridib. He recollects that one when he was asked by Scratch, 

Mrs. Value's child, to show the way prompting his home. He figures out the Solent Street and let them 

know how bombs detonated a large portion of the houses along the street, how the two stories of 

Lymington Manors were torched by a combustible bomb on the first of October, 1940. He told them of 

what he had heard from Tridib back in Calcutta. Robi was of the opinion that the Germans had not created 

bombs of this magnitude, despite his belief that it was true. Presently on the off chance that set of 

experiences can be followed the two fundamental times of bombarding are the time of 1940-41 and 1944-

45. In the early long stretches of nineteenth September, 1940 seven bombs fell between Plant Path and 

Sumatra Street. A similar number of houses were destroyed and 19 people were killed. The storyteller had 

not anticipated any piece of the set of experiences prior to arriving at the Solent Street, Neither had he … 

expected to see what Tridib had seen… I had not expected to see rubble slanting down from wore out 

houses like binge in a mountain quarry, with a marvelously flawless bath adjusted unstably at the top, nor 

had I expected to find the street blockaded by police officers while the men from the Weighty Salvage 

Administration attempted to dig underneath the rubble for the lost retired person. I had realized that I 

wouldn't see evacuated trees or fragmented windows or clasped flagstones: I had anticipated nothing of 

all that, realizing that it generally will be lost in a forty year old past. ( 57) 

However, he was skeptical of what he was seeing right now. Tridib's rendition of the Solent Street 

appeared to be more genuine to him. He needed to see Britain as he once saw her in her best second, in 

the conflict. The traumatic events of World War II have captivated Londoners' imaginations. Enemy 

aircraft were dropping toffee cans in the year 1940. Kill, Mrs. Value's significant other said it was an 

endeavor to debilitate the populace by getting at the youngsters. With respect to Mayadebi, she was 

concerned that Tridib would doubtlessly track down one of those tins. She was stressed in light of the fact 

that he was the lone kid left in Lymington Street. The wide range of various kids were conveyed of 

London. In 1964 Calcutta has seen inconvenience as well. It was shortly after the 1962 war with China. 

Storyteller's dad was feeling better to have sent his mom, Tridib and May, Mrs. Value's little girl to Dhaka. 

Bangladesh is also dangerous. The storyteller concedes to have seen the name Dhanmundi all over the 

place, in books, in papers. Sheik Mujibur Rahaman lived in Dhanmundi and there he passed on. One fine 

morning he was gunned down in his own gallery. Perusing these reports the storyteller ponders had Robi 

been there, thirteen years of age, he would have heard those first explosions of weapon shoot, … hurry to 

the rooftop and seen the elderly person's body colliding with the carport, spilling blood, before Nityananda 

or his mom came running up the steps behind him, and applauded over his eyes and murmured 

energetically in his ears: Try not to look, don't look - it's simply a game. (195)  

At that time, in Calcutta, schools were closed, classes were suspended, and tanks were poisoned—the Tala 

tank was one of those tanks. On one occasion the storyteller and his cohorts saw a "segment of dark smoke 

ascending high up" (202), yet couldn't find its source. They were an ocean of desperation. In any case, the 

storyteller says that they were more frozen with dread than they are unfortunate of the difficulty. Not at 

all like the storyteller Ila make a case for history as she had experienced childhood in a spot which had 

encountered history. She believes that she is a part of history and that people in politics in the future will 
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look to people like her, just as they did Alan Tresawsen, Mike, Dan, and Francesca. Only one member of 

the group made it through the Second World War. Tridib informed the storyteller regarding this gathering 

prior. Tridib would feel hopeless because he wasn't sure which was more real: the filthy bathtub and the 

shared bedrooms or the fact that three of the four of them would die as a result of the Nazi-Soviet 

agreement.  

It was simple to imagine the bombs, torpedoes, and deaths as actual events, as they were documented in 

thousands of movies, photos, and comics. However, not that request vastly more significant reality: even 

as they were strolling down Brick Lane that evening, they were aware of what was to come. They weren't 

sure of the specifics or when, but they all knew that their world and, most likely, they would not survive 

the war. What hue does that knowledge have? No one knows, it's not possible for anyone to at any point 

be aware, not even memory, since there are minutes in time that are not comprehensible: Nobody will ever 

be able to comprehend what it was like to be young and intelligent in London and Berlin in the summer 

of 1939. (68)  

The narrator believes that Ila is not far off from the truth when she states that the narrator would not 

comprehend any of it because he barely knows England. He has mostly come to know England from 

Tridib's portrayal of it. However, he has known individuals of his own age who have endure the 

Incomparable Dread in Calcutta of the nineteen sixties and seventies. This is the kind of thing Ila could 

never comprehend. The storyteller attempted to see London through Tridib's eyes, similar as he attempted 

to envision the difficulty that happened to upon the people who went to Dhaka. Yet, the Dhaka which 

storyteller's grandma once knew couldn't be found anyplace. Indeed, even her own home she recalled 

which she told to the storyteller, had changed. G. R. Taneja in his audit of the clever Surveyed Work: The 

Shadow Lines thinks "The grandma lays out in him the unity of memory, for her neither space nor time 

can partition it" (365). He further adds that religion, country, war, segment and viciousness partition 

individuals, however memory doesn't. Subsequently, in her memory everything about unblemished, just 

individuals, with whom she has the recollections, have changed. It would have been surprisingly better 

had her uncle changed since she had left her. She went there for him, to bring him back to Calcutta. 

However, he refused to move because he was concerned that his house would then be divided, just as it 

had been divided when his brother was alive. In the past, the two families shared a home. Be that as it 

may, on one portentous day a wall had been raised right in center of the house. They continued to live 

apart from one another. The story takes place between 1964 and 1979. The narrator makes an effort to 

recall the 1960s' most significant events. His companion Malik says it was the conflict with China in 1962. 

Be that as it may, the storyteller can imagine hearing voices running past the mass of his school, brief look 

at a horde at Park Bazaar. Suvir Kaul in Fear of abandonment: Growing Up International in "The Shadow 

Lines" by Amitav Ghosh asserts that public discourse preserves riot memories. They are curbed on account 

of its failure to change individuals completely. The storyteller is discussing the uproar in Calcutta in 1964. 

There is a discussion among themselves concerning what truly deserve referencing: a conflict or, a 

neighborhood revolt some place occurred in Calcutta or in Khulna. Robi, Tridib's sibling, recalls the way 

in which an uproar can be deadly as Tridib is killed in a mob not a long way from where his mom was 

brought into the world in Khulna. He thinks of it as a dream and wants to let go of the dream. Of course, 

he says: How can a memory be divided? On the off chance that opportunity were conceivable, certainly 

Tridib's demise would have liberated me. Despite this, a random comment made by a waiter in a restaurant 

is all it takes to send my hand trembling like a leaf fifteen years later, at the other end of a continent. 247) 

Robi's trauma is made clear by Tridib's death. He recollects this in light of an opportunity comment of a 
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server in a café in London. He realizes that the idea of freedom is a hoax, like thousands of shadow lines 

that divide a nation across the subcontinent. Nonetheless, this contemplation is precisely exact thing his 

past age needs. The grandmother of the narrator would much rather have a war to right the wrongs. To her 

the shadow lines existed as a general rule. In that sense she is more practical than different characters of 

the book. She doesn't get caught up in the past; rather, she tries to use the lessons she learned in the past 

to shape her future. In his article "Who is Afraid of Shadow Lines," A N Kaul asks if there is another 

shadow line between lived experience and narrated or heard experience. He expresses portrayal of the 

envisioned past energizes other's creative mind. Future experience along these lines stays contained in 

memory. Hence, one can't rest assured about which is all the more genuine: creative mind or memory. The 

storyteller would never ask May what precisely befell Tridib when they were in Khulna. As a matter of 

fact, He didn't actually have the foggiest idea how to ask her, despite the fact that she was there with Tridib 

that day. May then again asks why he has not requested her from how Tridib kicked the bucket. She said 

Tridib surrendered himself, offered himself as a symbol of atonement, and in spite of the fact that why he 

did what he did is a secret to May. She used to think she had killed him, as he could not have possibly left 

the vehicle had she not gone out attempting to save his fabulous uncle and the cart puller structure the 

devotee horde. She was certain the horde could not have possibly contacted her in any case, for she was 

an English memsahib. However, this secret, at long last uncovered, recovers the horrible memory of the 

storyteller and May somewhat. 

 

Conclusion: 

This enlightening definition mirrors the significance of concentrating on brain research. It is evident in 

every facet of human existence, not just in their interactions with the social conditions that surround them. 

It decides the purposes behind their psychological exercises and how they are reflected in conduct. From 

this psychological point of view, the personality is completely revealed, down to the smallest details. As 

a result, the current study aims to demonstrate that a person's environment and past shape their personality, 

which is a true reflection of the human psyche. 

Thus, it tends to be securely said that climate and society certainly affect building human character out of 

the double connection between both, making an interesting character with specific qualities and change; " 

Character is enormously affected by friendly cooperation. After birth, the youngster interacts with others 

for the satisfaction of the essential necessities of life. 

In course of contact, he develops interaction which influences his personality development" (Mohanty 

360). Consequently, individuals are described to have normal personalities when they seem to be 

productive, healthy, and successfully adapted with their environment feeling happy and satisfied (Abdel 

Mohsen 22).  
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