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Abstract

This research paper delves into the profound philosophical underpinnings of Robert Browning's literary
works, with a particular focus on his pervasive sense of optimism. Browning, a distinguished Victorian
poet, artistically weaved his beliefs about life and human existence into his poetry, serving as a beacon
of hope and positivity for generations to come. Throughout his oeuvre, Browning masterfully employed
various poetic techniques and narrative structures to convey his philosophy of life. This paper
meticulously examines key poems such as "Pippa Passes,” "Rabbi Ben Ezra,” and "Andrea del Sarto" to
elucidate the underlying themes of optimism, resilience, and the indomitable spirit of the human soul.

In unravelling Browning's philosophy of life, the study analyzes the poet's portrayal of human struggles
and the pursuit of meaning in a chaotic world. Moreover, it explores how Browning's characters often
embody the tenets of optimism, demonstrating unwavering faith in the face of adversity and celebrating
the inherent beauty of life's complexities.
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1. Introduction

Browning's "Beacon of Optimism™ refers to the uplifting and positive outlook on life that can be found
in the poetry of Robert Browning, the renowned English poet of the Victorian era. Through his verses,
Browning explores various aspects of life, human nature, and the human spirit, offering insights that can
be seen as optimistic and hopeful.

One of the key themes in Browning's poetry is the resilience of the human spirit. He often presents
characters who face adversity, challenges, and difficult circumstances but find the strength to endure and
even thrive. Browning's optimism lies in his belief that individuals have the capacity to overcome
obstacles and grow through their experiences. Furthermore, Browning's focus on introspection and self-
discovery also contributes to his optimistic philosophy of life. He encourages readers to explore their
inner selves, confront their doubts and fears, and embrace the complexities of their own nature. This
emphasis on self-awareness and understanding can lead to personal growth and a deeper appreciation of
life's potential.

Browning's optimism can be found in his exploration of love and relationships. His poetry often delves
into the complexities of human connections, depicting love as a powerful force that can bring joy and
fulfilment to people's lives. Even in the face of heartache and loss, Browning's verses suggest that love
can endure and create a sense of purpose and meaning.

IJFMR23045128 Volume 5, Issue 4, July-August 2023 1



https://www.ijfmr.com/

~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

i

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

Browning's use of dramatic monologues, where he assumes the voice of various characters, allows him
to portray different perspectives and experiences. This technique shows his belief in the diversity of
human experiences and the potential for empathy and understanding among individuals. In doing so, he
encourages readers to appreciate the richness and uniqueness of every life journey.

In the illustrious tapestry of English literature, the name Robert Browning stands as a beacon of
optimism, illuminating the human spirit with a profound philosophy of life in his timeless verses. As a
celebrated poet of the Victorian era, Browning's works traverse the depths of human emotions, exploring
love, faith, self-discovery, and the intricacies of existence. Embark with us on a quest to unearth the
essence of "Browning's Beacon of Optimism," as we decipher the profound philosophy of life embedded
within his immortal verses.

2. Robert Browning: The Prophet of Struggling Manhood

| find earth not grey but rosy,

Heaven not grim but fair of hue.

Robert Browning, a famous poet from the Victorian era, saw the world in a positive light. He believed
that Earth was not dull but full of life and beauty, and Heaven was not dark and gloomy, but a place of
fairness and brightness. His words were like powerful calls to action, inspiring bravery and strength in
people who faced challenges in life. Even the ordinary and forgotten individuals found hope in his
verses as they fought for what is right.

Browning didn't follow any specific philosophy, but he was a deep thinker of his time. He appreciated
science and intellect but also had strong faith in God and the soul's immortality. His poetry beautifully
expressed his optimistic views on God, love, human life, and the world. During his time, people were
mostly focused on science and materialism, losing faith in religion and spirituality. However, Browning
stayed optimistic about the existence of God and the idea of a perfect heaven. He went against the
scientific mindset of his era, firmly opposing materialism.

Overall, Robert Browning was an optimist, a moralist, and a religious teacher who stood out among the
writers of the Victorian Age. His poetry carried a powerful message of hope and positivity for all.

3. The Supremacy of Faith In The Face Of Scientific Materialism: Browning's Unwavering
Vindication of Divinity

As the tempestuous tide of scientific materialism threatened to erode the very foundations of faith, and
Tennyson endeavored to forge a precarious accord between knowledge and belief, Browning remained
resolute in his unwavering devotion to the Almighty. Behold, amidst an era permeated by pervasive
pessimism, as articulated by Arnold, Hardy, and Edward Fitzgerald, Browning, with unwavering
conviction, embraced God as the paramount power. To him, nature was but the manifestation of divine
thought, and man, akin to clay, bore the imprint of the Divine Potter's touch. Scornful of the notion that
human life and happiness were ephemeral, he defied the transient currents of existence in the stirring
verses of Rabbi Ben Ezra:

“Fool! All that is, at all,

Lasts ever, post recall;

Earth changes, but thy soul and God stand sure,

What entered into thee?

IJFMR23045128 Volume 5, Issue 4, July-August 2023 2



https://www.ijfmr.com/

i International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

That was, is and shall be:

Time’s wheel runs back or stops: Potter and clay endure.”

Verily, he proclaimed God as the quintessential poet, whose creations sprung to life through His very
being. The entire cosmos, from the minutest genesis of life to the pinnacle of man's existence, resonated
with the omnipresence of the Divine.

4. The Radiant Gusts of Optimism That Transform Life

Certainly! An optimistic person, full of positivity, can rise above negative thoughts and limitations. They
learn from the past, bounce back from tough times, and don't let traumas hold them back. They avoid
being influenced by negative people who try to control their choices.

Another belief of Browning is that the soul is immortal. He thinks we exist in two worlds: one is limited,
and the other is infinite. God is like a potter shaping life on the wheel of time. The material world is like
clay. God, the soul, and the clay last forever, only the clay changes its form. He says that God has placed
man on the moving wheel of time, which is only

“Machinery just meant

To give thy soul its bent,

Try thee and torn thee forth, sufficiently impressed.”

Browning's optimism is based on real-life experiences. He doesn't ignore the challenges and evil in daily
life, so it's not "blind" optimism. In the famous lines of "Pippa Passes™, he says:

"God is in his Heaven —All is right with the world!"

He believes life in this world is worth living because it reflects Divine Love. God's love created this
beautiful world. The world is beautiful as God created it out of the fullness of His love. As says Lippo in
Fra Lippo Lippi:

“The world’s no bolt for us,

Nor blank, it means intensely, and means good.”

Browning's optimistic view of old age is evident in "Rabbi Ben Ezra." While many fear aging and regret
losing youth, the Rabbi invites everyone to embrace aging with excitement, as the best is yet to come.
But the Rabbi invites everybody to grow old eagerly:

“Grow old along with me!

The best is yet to be.

Failure on earth should not depress a man’s spirit, because death is not the end of life. We might succeed
in other worlds. Human soul is immortal, and life succeeds life. What man has failed to achieve in this
world, he will achieve in the next world. In A Grammarian’s Funeral he says:

“What is time? Leave now for dogs and apes!

Man has forever”.

He also believes that failure on Earth should not discourage us, as death is not the end. Browning thinks
we might succeed in other worlds, and the human soul is immortal. Life continues even after death. In
"A Grammarian's Funeral,” he questions the significance of time and believes that man's existence is
forever. According to G.K. Chesterton, Browning's optimism is not based on arguments or opinions, but
on the observation of life, which Browning saw as the work of God.

IJFMR23045128 Volume 5, Issue 4, July-August 2023 3



https://www.ijfmr.com/

i International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

5. There Lies Perfection In Imperfection: Browning’s Belief

Man’s aim in the world is to achieve perfection. There is certainly evil in the world, but it spurs a man to
action, to fight with it, to overcome it, and to realize himself. Thus Browning’s view, as Young puts it, is
“that the whole world of life, the whole purpose of love, which gave it worth, lies not in perfection but in
the effort to become perfect.” Evil is a hindrance in man’s way. It is man’s enemy, but it is an enemy
without whose presence, progress is not possible. Browning thinks that failure serves as a source of
inspiration for progress as in "Andrea Del Sarto":

“Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp,

Or what's heaven for?”

Browning is a very consistent thinker of optimistic philosophy of life. Life is full of imperfection but in
this very imperfection lies hope. He accepts the conventional view of God, the immortality of the soul,
and the Christian belief in incarnation. He is hopeful about the struggle of human life. The perfection of
life resides not in accomplishment, but in the strife to accomplish. ‘In Last Ride Together’ Browning
counsels to:

"Welcome each rebuff.

That turns earth's smoothness rough,

Each sting that ages not sit nor stand but go"

6. Love, Knowledge and Power: Quest of the Human Soul

"Love, knowledge, and power should be the main pursuit of our souls,” Browning believed. He had faith
in God and the soul but also valued the world and human life, seeing them as real and good. According
to Chesterton, Browning saw the world as good because he found many good things in it, like religion,
the nation, and the family. In "The Last Ride Together,” Browning wondered if heaven could be better
than the goodness of Earth. In this beautiful poem, Browning's optimistic attitude towards love shines
through the words of the rejected lover:

"The instant made eternity, —

And heaven just prove that in and she

Ride, ride together, forever ride?"

Thus, with unwavering resolve, Browning echoes the strongest words of optimistic faith amidst the
skepticism and pessimism of the Victorian Age. As Moody comments, Browning's robust optimism
stood out amidst the unsettling and disturbing forces of that era.

Browning, among all English poets, is exceptionally, consciously, and magnificently a teacher for
humanity. His poetry is deeply infused with moral purpose. The lines from the Epilogue to "Asolando™
pay tribute to this great poet of the Victorian age:

"One who never turned his back but marched breast forward,

Never doubted clouds would break

Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would triumph,

Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better

Sleep to wake"
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7. The Psychologists’ Perspective

Psychologists have studied how our thoughts, expectations, and beliefs affect our behavior. They say
that having positive thinking and good thought patterns lead to success. On the other hand, pessimists
struggle in various aspects of life like sports, academics, and work. They often feel trapped by fear and
despair, making it hard for them to overcome challenges and succeed. Sadly, pessimists may also have
more health problems and a shorter lifespan than optimists.

Martin Seligman, a respected psychologist at the University of Pennsylvania, is known as the founder of
positive psychology. He has made important contributions to this field.

When we are born, we don't have negative or positive perceptions. As we grow up and interact with
others, we learn from both kind people and those who behave badly. These experiences shape our
potential, positivity, talents, and how we see the risk of failure. Dr. Seligman explains three key
differences between the thinking of pessimists and optimists. Optimists are strong and see setbacks as
temporary challenges that will go away. They believe these problems are specific to certain situations
and don't affect everything in life. Optimists also don't blame themselves for the difficulties they face.

Being stuck in negative thinking can be dangerous. When we face frustrations, failures, or even happy
moments, two groups emerge. One group sees life as a beautiful tapestry, connecting their experiences
into a meaningful symphony. The other group gets lost in the past, feeling trapped in their misfortunes.
Imagine a person who loses their job, and this causes problems in their marriage, relationships, and
overall well-being.

To truly live life as an unwavering optimist is to defy the majestic spectacle of adversity and tribulation,
emerging unscathed from the crumbling tableau of challenges that besiege the human spirit. It is a
testament to those who, in the face of failure in one realm, are fortified to stride resolutely forward
through the vibrant landscapes that lie in wait.

8. Conclusion

As the final curtains draw upon the stage of optimism versus pessimism, it is the prerogative of each
individual to embrace a thinking paradigm befitting their unique existence. One cannot help but be
reminded of the illustrious Victorian wordsmith, the venerable Robert Browning, a luminary whose very
essence breathed life into the harmonious cadence of optimism. His immortal works, "The Grammarian's
Funeral,” "Pippa Passes," and "Evelyn Hope," are fervent testaments, exquisite melodies that eloquently
encapsulate the resplendent philosophy of boundless optimism, forever etched in the annals of English
poetry's opulent tapestry.

Faith in God, in the immortality of the soul, in love, in constant striving towards perfection without
caring for success nor failure, in nobility of purpose and intension — these Browning asserted in the age
of Arnold and Hardy that was in the grip of doubt, despair, agony and disillusionment.
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