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Abstract:
The fundamental right to vote strengthens democracy. It provides the right to the people to choose the
government. It is an evolving concept which shapes the future by bringing changes in the society
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The right to vote is a cornerstone of any democratic society, representing the essence of civic
participation and individual expression. It is a fundamental right that underpins the very fabric of
democracy, ensuring that every eligible citizen has a voice in shaping the course of their nation. The
right to vote can be understood from the following points -

Developed concept

The concept of the right to vote has evolved over centuries, reflecting the struggle for universal
suffrage and the recognition that the power to choose one's leaders is a fundamental aspect of human
rights. Historically, this right has been marred by exclusions based on race, gender, and socio-economic
status. However, societies have progressively moved towards inclusivity, recognizing the importance of
a broad and diverse electorate.

Symbol of legal rights and equality and representation

In the contemporary context, the right to vote is not only a legal entitlement but also a symbol of
equality and representation. It signifies the principle that each citizen, regardless of their background or
beliefs, contributes to the collective decision-making process. This inclusive approach fosters a sense of
ownership in the political system, reinforcing the idea that government derives its legitimacy from the
consent of the governed.

Shaping the future

The right to vote is not only about marking a ballot; it is about shaping the future. It empowers
individuals to influence policies, elect representatives who align with their values, and hold those
representatives accountable. In this way, the act of voting becomes a civic duty, a responsibility that
goes beyond personal interests to contribute to the greater good.

To establish control over the government

The right to vote serves as a safeguard against tyranny and authoritarianism. It acts as a check on
governmental power, ensuring that leaders are accountable to the people. Democracies thrive when
citizens actively participate in the electoral process, fostering a culture of transparency, accountability,
and responsiveness.
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Instrument of social change

The right to vote remains a beacon of hope and a symbol of progress. It is a tool for social
change, allowing citizens to champion causes they believe in and address societal challenges through the
democratic process. Embracing the right to vote is not only a celebration of freedom but a commitment
to building a more just and equitable society.
In the world both men and women did not get the right to vote together. Women had to wait a long time
to get it.

Example -

In New Zealand - 1893

Reference - Aajtak News 21 Oct, 2016

In America - 1920

Reference - Book - Selected Political System (2012 Addition)
Writer - Dr. B. L. Phariya , Dr. Kuldeep Phariya

19th constitutional amendment in USA, Page No. 18

In UK - 1928

Reference - Book - Selected Political System (2012 Addition)
Writer - Dr. B. L. Phariya, Dr. Kuldeep Phariya

Evolution, Importance and salient features of British constitution, Page No. 18
In France - 1946

Reference - Book - Selected Political System (2012 Addition)
Writer - Dr. B. L. Phariya, Dr. Kuldeep Phariya

Fundamental Rights in France, Page No. 21

In China - 1947

Reference - Book - Selected Political System (2012 Addition)
Writer - Dr. B. L. Phariya, Dr. Kuldeep Phariya

China Constitution Artical -48, Page No. 23

In Switzerland - 1971

Reference - Book - Selected Political System (2012 Addition)
Writer - Dr. B. L. Phariya, Dr. Kuldeep Phariya

The Swiss Constitution : Evolution, Significance and Salient features, Page No. 19

In conclusion

The right to vote is the bedrock of democracy, empowering individuals to contribute to the collective
decision-making process, ensuring representation, and acting as a safeguard against abuse of power. It is
a right that must be cherished, protected, and exercised to uphold the principles of democracy for current
and future generations.
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