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Abstract 

"In the annals of Indian history, few figures loom as large or command as much respect as Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. Emerging during a tumultuous period marked by colonial rule 

and social injustice, these two leaders played pivotal roles in shaping the course of India's history. Sardar 

Patel, known as the 'Iron Man of India'[1] was instrumental in India's struggle for independence and post-

independence nation-building efforts. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, hailed as the 'Father of the Indian Constitution,' 

dedicated his life to fighting against caste-based discrimination and advocating for the rights of the 

oppressed. This report aims to compare and contrast the lives, ideologies, and contributions of these two 

visionary leaders, highlighting their similarities and differences and examining their lasting impact on 

India's history and future." 

 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

One of the leaders of the Indian National Congress during the fight for Indian independence, Vallabhbhai 

Patel was an Indian statesman and barrister who was born in Nadiad, Gujarat,India1 on October 31, 1875, 

and passed away in Bombay on December 15, 1950. He held the positions of deputy prime minister, 

minister of home affairs, minister of information, and minister of states during the first three years of 

Indian independence following 1947.  

The Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, was instrumental in the liberation movement and the 

assimilation of princely states into the Indian Union. The life of Patel is examined in this abstract, with 

particular attention paid to his role in the freedom movement and his endeavors in India after 

independence. 

Patel's dedication to Mahatma Gandhi's principles during his formative years helped him rise to 

prominence within the Indian National Congress. His ability to plan things well was crucial to the 

accomplishment of several campaigns of civil disobedience, such as the well-known Salt Satyagraha. 

Patel was named Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister after India gained independence in 1947. The 

incorporation of more than 500 princely states into the Indian Union, which preserved the nation's 

territorial integrity, was one of his greatest accomplishments. 

The political and administrative environment of contemporary India was greatly influenced by Patel's 

political skill and vision. He was given the nickname "Iron Man" for his attempts to bring the nation toget- 

 
1 Lalchand, Kewalram (1977). The Indomitable Sardar . Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan.pp.4. 
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er, which represents his fortitude and tenacity in the face of adversity 

 

Formative Years and Legal Profession 

Patel was born into a self-sufficient Leva Patidar caste landowner family. He was raised in a traditional 

Hindu home and went to Karamasad for elementary school and Petlad for high school, although he learned 

much of his lessons on his own. Patel became a lawyer after being married at age 16, matriculating at age 

22, and passing the district pleader's exam. He established a stand-alone district pleader office in Godhra 

in 1900, then relocated to Borsad two years later.{?} 

As an attorney, Patel made a name for himself by precisely putting out an unbeatable case, questioning 

British judges and police testimony. Patel was left a widower after losing his wife2 in 1909, who had given 

birth to a son and a daughter. In August 1910, Patel, determined to further his legal career, went to London 

to attend the Middle Temple. There, he put in a lot of study time and graduated with honors from the final 

exams.{?} 

After arriving back in India in February 1913, he settled in Ahmadabad and quickly rose to the position 

of top criminal law counsel there. He was a gentlemanly and reserved guy who was well-known for his 

impeccable manners, his well-fitting English-style attire, and his championship bridge game at the posh 

Gujarat Club in Ahmadabad. Until 1917, he showed no interest in Indian political movements.3 

Patel's life took a different turn in 1917 as a result of being impacted by Mohandas K. Gandhi. Insofar as 

Gandhi's satyagraha (policy of nonviolence) helped the Indian people fight the British, Patel supported it. 

However, he did not share Gandhi's moral principles or objectives, and he thought Gandhi's focus on their 

universal applicability had nothing to do with the country's current political, economic, or social issues in 

India. Nevertheless, Patel altered his look and style after deciding to adhere to and support Gandhi. He 

left the Gujarat Club, dressed in white peasant clothes, and ate in a traditional Indian way. 

Patel was elected Ahmedabad's municipal president in 1924 and served as the city's first Indian municipal 

commissioner from 1917 to 1924. Patel initially gained notoriety in 1918 when he organized large-scale 

protests by Kheda, Gujarat, farmers, and landowners against the Bombay government's determination to 

collect the entire amount of revenue taxes each year in spite of crop failures brought on by excessive 

rains.4 

Patel led the Bardoli landowners in their victorious resistance against higher taxes in 1928. He was given 

the title "Sardar," which means "leader," for his effective management of the Bardoli campaign. From then 

on, he was recognized as a nationalist leader across all of India. He was regarded by the British as a deadly 

foe because he was pragmatic, resolute, and even brutal.5 

 

Ideology 

But Patel wasn't really a revolutionary. During the critical discussion of the Indian National Congress's 

goals from 1928 to 1931, Patel held the view that the party's primary objective should be dominion status 

within the British Commonwealth, not independence, similar to that of Gandhi and Motilal Nehru but 

different from that of Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose.6  Unlike Jawaharlal Nehru, who 

 
2 Gandhi, Rajmohan (1990). Patel: A life. Navajivan. Pp.4. 
3
 Argov, Daniel. Vallabh Bhai: Indian Statesman(March 4 2024). BRITANNICA. 

4 Parikh, Narhari (1953). Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Volume I. pp. 55 
5 Gandhi, Rajmohan (1990). Patel: A Life. Navajivan. pp. 168. 
6 Argov, Daniel. Vallabh Bhai: Indian Statesman(March 4 2024). BRITANNICA. 
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supported using force in the fight for independence, Patel disapproved of military revolution for pragmatic 

reasons rather than moral ones. According to Patel, it would be futile and need harsh suppression. Similar 

to Gandhi, Patel envisioned benefits from India's eventual membership in the British Commonwealth as 

long as it was granted equal status. In contrast to Gandhi, he did not view Hindu-Muslim unity as a 

requirement for independence, although he did emphasize the need of fostering Indian self-reliance and 

confidence. 

Patel disagreed with Jawaharlal Nehru that force was necessary to impose social and economic reforms. 

Patel, a conservative with roots in Hindu tradition, downplayed the value of modifying socialist concepts 

to fit the social and economic framework of India. Because of his support for free business, he was able 

to win over conservatives and secure the funding necessary to keep the Indian National Congress going. 

Patel was the Indian National Congress's second presidential candidate in 1929, behind Gandhi, for the 

Lahore session. Because of Patel's intransigent stance toward Muslims, Gandhi avoided running for 

president in an effort to stop the resolution of independence from being adopted. As a result, Jawaharlal 

Nehru was elected.7  Patel was imprisoned for three months in 1930 as part of the Salt Satyagraha, a 

movement that involved fasting and prayer. Patel presided over the Indian National Congress session in 

Karachi in March , 1931. January 1932 saw him sent in prison. After being freed in July 1934, he led the 

Congress Party's organization for the 1936 elections 8  and was the front-runner for the 1937–1938 

Congress president. Jawaharlal Nehru was elected when Patel withdrew once more under Gandhi's 

influence. Patel was jailed in October 1940, freed in August 1941, and jailed again from August 1942 to 

June 1945 together with other Congress leaders. 

Gandhi's nonviolent response to the Japanese invasion of India in 1942 was dismissed by Patel as 

unrealistic. In regards to the handover of power, Patel disagreed with Gandhi in that he saw that the 

subcontinent will eventually be divided into Muslim Pakistan and Hindu India, and he claimed that it was 

in India's best interests to break away from Pakistan. 

Patel was the front-runner for the Indian National Congress presidency in 1945–1946; nevertheless, 

Gandhi once more interfered to ensure Nehru's election. The British viceroy extended an invitation to 

Nehru, the president of the Congress, to establish a provisional administration. Patel would have been 

India's first prime minister under normal circumstances. Patel served as deputy prime minister, minister 

of home affairs, minister of information, and minister of states during the first three years of independence; 

however, his lasting notoriety stems from his success in bringing the princely Indian states into the Indian 

Union peacefully and uniting India politically. 

 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar 

B.R. Ambedkar, a prominent figure in Indian history, was a jurist, economist, and social reformer who 

played a pivotal role in framing India’s Constitution during the Constituent Assembly debates. He also 

served as the Minister of Law and Justice in Jawaharlal Nehru’s first cabinet and was instrumental in the 

Dalit Buddhist movement, having left Hinduism himself. 

A graduate of Elphinstone College and the University of Bombay, Ambedkar pursued higher education in 

economics at both Columbia University and the London School of Economics, earning doctorates in 1923 

and 1927. His time in London also included legal training at Gray’s Inn. Initially, his career was marked 

 
7 Argov, Daniel. Vallabh Bhai: Indian Statesman(March 4 2024). BRITANNICA. 
8 Brass, Paul R. (2004). Patel, Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai (1875/6-1950), Politician in India. Oxford Dictionary of National 

Biography. 
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by his work as an economist, professor, and lawyer. However, his later years were dominated by his 

political endeavors, which included campaigning for India’s partition, publishing journals, advocating for 

the rights and social freedoms of Dalits, and playing a significant role in the formation of the Indian state. 

In a historic move in 1956, he embraced Buddhism, leading to a wave of conversions among the Dalit 

community.9 

In 1990, the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, was posthumously conferred on Ambedkar. The 

salutation Jai Bhim used by his followers honours him. He is also referred to by the nickname Babasaheb, 

meaning "Respected Father".10 

 

Formative Years and Schooling 

Born on April 14, 1891, in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, B.R. Ambedkar was the youngest of 14 children in a 

family with a Marathi background from Ambadawe, Maharashtra. His father, Ramji Maloji Sakpal, served 

as a Subedar in the British Indian Army, and his mother was Bhimabai Sakpal, nee Murbadkar. The 

Ambedkars belonged to the Mahar caste, which faced severe discrimination and untouchability. 

Despite these challenges, Ambedkar’s family valued education. However, the societal prejudices of the 

time were stark; Ambedkar experienced segregation in school, where untouchable children like him were 

given little attention and were not permitted to sit inside the classroom or touch the water they drank. This 

led to the poignant incident Ambedkar later recounted, “No peon, No Water,” highlighting the deep-rooted 

caste discrimination.11 

In 1897, the family relocated to Mumbai, where Ambedkar became the first untouchable student at 

Elphinstone High School. At about 15 years old, he entered into an arranged marriage with a nine-year-

old girl named Ramabai, following the customs of that era. 

In 1907, B.R. Ambedkar achieved a significant milestone by passing his matriculation exams and 

subsequently enrolling in Elphinstone College, affiliated with the University of Bombay. He is believed 

to be the first from the Mahar caste to accomplish this feat. His community celebrated this achievement 

as a monumental success, although Ambedkar himself viewed it as modest compared to other 

communities’ educational standards. During the celebrations, he received a biography of the Buddha from 

Dada Keluskar, an author and family friend.[19] 

By 1912, Ambedkar had earned his degree in economics and political science from Bombay University 

and was poised to join the Baroda state government. However, a family emergency required his presence 

in Mumbai, where his father passed away on February 2, 1913.[20] 

The following year, at 22, Ambedkar was granted a scholarship by the Baroda State under the patronage 

of Sayajirao Gaekwad III, which allowed him to pursue postgraduate studies at Columbia University in 

New York City. There, he lived at Livingston Hall and formed a lifelong friendship with Naval Bhathena. 

In 1915, he completed his M.A. [22] focusing on economics and also studying sociology, history, 

philosophy, and anthropology. He wrote a thesis titled “Ancient Indian Commerce” and was notably 

influenced by John Dewey’s work on democracy. In 1916, he presented a paper on the caste system in 

India at a seminar, showcasing his deep engagement with social issues from an early stage in his academic 

career. 

 
9 Buswell, Robert Jr; Lopez, Donald S. Jr.(2013). Priceton Dictionary of Buddhism. Princeton,NJ: Priceton University Press. 

Pp. 34. 
10Bharat Ratna, Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar College 
11 Kurian, Sangeeth (23 Febraury 2007). “Humanrights education in schools”. The Hindu 
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In October 1916, B.R. Ambedkar took a significant step in his academic journey by enrolling in the Bar 

course at Gray’s Inn and simultaneously joining the London School of Economics to work on his doctoral 

thesis. However, in June 1917, he had to return to India as his scholarship from Baroda concluded. 

Tragically, the ship carrying his book collection was sunk by a German submarine.[20] Despite this 

setback, he secured permission to return to London and submit his thesis within a four-year window. 

Seizing the earliest chance to return, Ambedkar completed his master’s degree in 1921. His perseverance 

through such adversities is a testament to his dedication to education and social reform. 

 

Opposition to untouchability 

Obligated to serve the Princely State of Baroda due to his education, B.R. Ambedkar initially took up the 

role of Military Secretary to the Gaikwad but soon resigned. This experience, which he later recounted in 

his autobiography “Waiting for a Visa,” was one of the many challenges he faced due to caste 

discrimination. Despite his qualifications, his ventures as a private tutor, accountant, and investment 

consultant were hindered by societal prejudices. 

In 1918, Ambedkar became a professor at Sydenham College in Mumbai, where he was well-received by 

students but faced opposition from other faculty members. His advocacy for the rights of the untouchables 

led him to testify before the Southborough Committee, where he argued for separate electorates and 

reservations for marginalized communities, influencing the Government of India Act 1919. 

Ambedkar’s commitment to social justice was further evident in his legal career, where he defended non-

Brahmin leaders against libel charges in 1926.12 He also worked tirelessly to promote education and socio-

economic upliftment for the untouchables, founding the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha and launching 

periodicals like Mook Nayak, Bahishkrit Bharat, and Equality Janta to champion Dalit rights. 

In 1925, B.R. Ambedkar was appointed to the Bombay Presidency Committee to collaborate with the 

Simon Commission, an all-European body that faced widespread protests in India. Despite the general 

disregard for the commission’s report by the Indian populace, Ambedkar drafted his own 

recommendations for India’s future constitution.13 

By 1927, Ambedkar had resolved to actively combat untouchability. He initiated public movements to 

access public drinking water resources and fought for the right of Dalits to enter Hindu temples. Notably, 

he led a satyagraha in Mahad for the right of the untouchable community to draw water from the town’s 

main tank. In the same year, he publicly denounced the Manusmriti, a text that justified caste 

discrimination, and symbolically burned copies of it on December 25, 1927. This act of defiance is 

commemorated annually as Manusmriti Dahan Din.14 

In 1930, Ambedkar organized the Kalaram Temple movement, which culminated in a massive procession 

in Nashik. Despite meticulous preparation and the peaceful intent of the 15,000 volunteers, they were met 

with closed gates at the temple, a move orchestrated by the Brahmin authorities, highlighting the 

entrenched caste barriers of the time. 

 

Poona Pact 

The year 1932 was a pivotal one in the struggle for the rights of the “Depressed Classes” in India. The 

British colonial government’s Communal Award proposed a separate electorate for them, which Mahatma 

 
12 Keer, Dhananjay(1995). Dr.Ambedkar: Life and Mission. Popular Prakashan. Pp. 63-64. 
13 Ambedkar, B.R. (1979). Writings and Speeches. Vol. 1. Education Dept., Govt. of Maharashtra. 
14 Kumar,Aishwary. “The Lies of Manu”. Outlookindia.com 
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Gandhi vehemently opposed, fearing it would fragment the Hindu community. His protest took the form 

of a hunger strike while he was detained in Yerwada Central Jail in Poona. 

The ensuing negotiations led to the Poona Pact, signed on September 25, 1932. This historic agreement, 

forged between B.R. Ambedkar representing the Depressed Classes and Madan Mohan Malaviya on 

behalf of the other Hindu communities, resulted in a compromise. Instead of the separate electorate 

initially proposed, the pact provided reserved seats for the Depressed Classes within the general electorate. 

This significantly increased their representation, from the 71 seats offered by the Communal Award to 148 

seats in the provisional legislatures, marking a substantial step forward in the political empowerment of 

the marginalized communities in India.15 

 

Political Tarjectory 

In 1935, B.R. Ambedkar’s career saw him become the principal of the Government Law College in 

Bombay, a role he held for two years. He also chaired the Governing body of Ramjas College at the 

University of Delhi. During this time, he settled in Bombay, where he built a house and amassed a vast 

library of over 50,000 books. The same year, he faced personal loss with the passing of his wife, Ramabai. 

Ambedkar’s commitment to social reform was unwavering. In October 1935, at the Yeola Conversion 

Conference, he declared his intent to convert from Hinduism, urging his followers to seek a faith that did 

not enforce untouchability. The following year, he founded the Independent Labour Party, which won 

significant seats in the 1937 Bombay election to the Central Legislative Assembly. 

His seminal work, “Annihilation of Caste,” published on May 15, 1936, was a scathing critique of the 

caste system and Hindu orthodox religious leaders. It also included a pointed criticism of Gandhi, whom 

he later accused of double standards regarding the caste system in different languages. Ambedkar’s 

writings also reflected his views on Jawaharlal Nehru’s caste consciousness. 

Moreover, Ambedkar actively campaigned against the exploitative khoti system in Konkan, tabling a bill 

in 1937 to abolish it and establish a direct relationship between the government and farmers, showcasing 

his dedication to economic as well as social justice. 

B.R. Ambedkar’s political and intellectual influence extended well into the 1940s and beyond. His book 

“Thoughts on Pakistan” critically examined the idea of Pakistan and suggested a pragmatic approach to 

the partition of India by redrawing provincial boundaries. This work had a profound impact on the political 

discourse of the time, shaping the dialogue between the Muslim League and the Indian National Congress 

and ultimately contributing to the creation of Pakistan.16 

In “Who Were the Shudras?”, Ambedkar explored the origins of the caste system and the position of the 

Shudras and Ati Shudras, distinguishing them from the Untouchables. His political engagement continued 

with the transformation of his party into the Scheduled Castes Federation, although it did not perform as 

expected in the 1946 elections. Nevertheless, Ambedkar was elected to the Constituent Assembly of India, 

representing Bengal with the support of Congress legislators. 

Ambedkar’s commitment to reform was evident when he resigned from Nehru’s cabinet in 1951 after the 

Hindu code bill, which aimed to modernize Hindu personal law, was defeated. He continued to seek 

political office, running in the first Indian General Election in 1952 and later attempting a by-election in 

1954, though without success. Despite these setbacks, his legacy as a social reformer and legal scholar 

 
15Kumar,Ravinder(1985). “Gandhi,Ambedkar and the Poona pact, 1932”. South Asia:Journal of South Asian Studies. 
16 Dhulipala, Venkat(2015). Creating a New Medina. Cambridge University Press. Pp. 124, 134,142-144, 149 
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remains a cornerstone of modern Indian thought. Ambedkar’s death in 1956 was a significant loss to the 

nation, occurring before the second general election in 1957. 

 

Drafting of India’s Constitution 

Following India’s independence, B.R. Ambedkar was indeed appointed as the Law Minister and later as 

the Chairman of the Drafting Committee for the Indian Constitution. His role was pivotal in shaping the 

Constitution to ensure civil liberties, including freedom of religion, the abolition of untouchability, and 

the prohibition of discrimination. He was a strong advocate for women’s rights and the reservation system 

for marginalized communities, which was implemented to address socio-economic disparities.17 

The Constitution was adopted on November 26, 1949, by the Constituent Assembly, embodying the hopes 

for a more equitable society. However, Ambedkar’s later comments in 1953 reflect his critical self-

assessment and the complexities of the political process that shaped the Constitution. Despite his 

reservations, Ambedkar’s contributions to the legal framework of India remain foundational and continue 

to influence the nation’s democratic fabric. 

Ambedkar expressed his disapproval for the constitution in 1953 during a parliament session and said 

"People always keep on saying to me "Oh you are the maker of the constitution". My answer is I was a 

hack. What I was asked to do, I did much against my will." Ambedkar added that, "I am quite prepared to 

say that I shall be the first person to burn it out. I do not want it. It does not suit anybody."18 

 

Shared Principles and Parallel of B.R Ambedkar and Sardar Patel 

1. Commitment to a Unified India 

Both Patel and Ambedkar were committed to the idea of a united and integrated India. Sardar Patel played 

a crucial role in the integration of princely states into the newly independent India, ensuring territorial 

unity. Ambedkar also supported the idea of a united India and was a key architect of the Indian 

Constitution, which provided a federal structure while maintaining the unity of the nation. 

2. Secularism 

The leaders envisioned an India grounded in secular principles, ensuring that individuals of all faiths were 

afforded equal rights and chances. They aspired for a harmonious society where religious diversity would 

be celebrated rather than become a catalyst for prejudice or strife. Their advocacy was for a nation where 

every citizen could coexist peacefully, with mutual respect transcending religious boundaries. 

3. Social Justice 

Indeed, B.R. Ambedkar was a fervent advocate for equality and social justice, dedicating his life to the 

upliftment of marginalized communities, especially the Dalits. His efforts were instrumental in 

challenging and changing the social norms that perpetuated discrimination. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel also 

played a crucial role in promoting the welfare of backward and tribal communities, striving for their 

integration and development to ensure they had equal standing in society. Both leaders shared a vision of 

an inclusive India, free from the shackles of social inequality. 

4. Constitutional Framework 

B.R. Ambedkar and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were indeed instrumental in shaping the political and social  

 
17 Sudarsanan Mani, Role of Ambedkar in Constitution(Jan 25, 2024),CNBCTV18 
18 Noorani, A.G. (2005). Constitutional Questions and Citizens,Rights: An Omnibus comprising Constitutional Questions in 

India: The President, Parliament and the state of citizens Rights, Judges and State Accountablity. Oxford University Press. Pp. 

76 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240216010 Volume 6, Issue 2, March-April 2024 8 

 

landscape of independent India. Ambedkar, as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee, was the chief 

architect of the Indian Constitution, which laid the foundation for a nation based on the principles of 

liberty, equality, and fraternity. His work ensured that the Constitution guaranteed fundamental rights to 

all citizens and enshrined measures for social justice, particularly for the historically disadvantaged 

sections of society. 

Sardar Patel, serving as the first Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Home Affairs, was pivotal in 

unifying the country. He was responsible for integrating the princely states into the Indian Union and 

establishing a strong, centralized government structure within the federal framework of the nation. His 

efforts were crucial in maintaining the unity and integrity of the newly independent country. 

Together, their contributions formed the bedrock upon which modern India was built, with a commitment 

to democratic values and an inclusive approach to governance. 

5. Opposition to Communalism 

Indeed, both B.R. Ambedkar and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were staunch opponents of communalism and 

religious extremism. Patel, in his capacity as Deputy Prime Minister, took active measures to mitigate 

communal tensions during the tumultuous period of India’s partition, promoting harmony and unity among 

diverse religious groups. Ambedkar, a crusader for social justice, not only championed the rights of Dalits 

but also criticized religious orthodoxy and the rigid caste hierarchy that plagued Indian society. Their 

collective efforts were aimed at fostering an India where secularism would prevail, and all citizens could 

live with dignity and equality, irrespective of their caste or creed. 

6. Emphasis on Education 

Both leaders recognized the importance of education in empowering individuals and communities. Sardar 

Patel supported the expansion of educational institutions, while Ambedkar worked to promote education 

among the Dalits and other marginalized groups. 

7. Legacy of Service 

Both Patel and Ambedkar left behind a legacy of service and sacrifice. Patel's leadership during India's 

partition and his efforts in nation-building are widely acknowledged. Ambedkar's tireless work towards 

social reform and his contributions to the Constitution are remembered with reverence 

B.R. Ambedkar and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s contributions to India’s history. While they shared common 

goals in creating a secular and inclusive India, their methods and priorities often diverged due to their 

different political affiliations and objectives. Patel, as a central figure in the Indian National Congress, 

was instrumental in the political integration and consolidation of the nation. In contrast, Ambedkar, while 

also contributing to national policies, placed a stronger emphasis on social justice and the empowerment 

of the Dalit community through his leadership in the Scheduled Castes Federation. 

Their distinct paths in India’s freedom struggle and subsequent nation-building efforts reflect the 

multifaceted nature of leadership and the diverse approaches required to address the myriad issues faced 

by a nascent nation. Both leaders, with their unique perspectives and tireless work, have indeed left 

indelible marks on the fabric of modern India, shaping it into a democracy that strives to balance unity 

with diversity. 

  

Some key Areas of Variances between Sardar Patel and B.R Ambedkar 

1. Background and Upbringing 

Patel, born into a humble farming family in Gujarat, faced financial challenges but received a formal 

education and pursued law. In contrast, Ambedkar, born into a Dalit family, faced severe caste-based 
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discrimination and had to overcome significant societal barriers to attain education and pursue higher 

studies abroad. 

2. Integration of Princely States 

The divergent approaches of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and B.R. Ambedkar towards the integration of 

princely states indeed highlight the complexity of their political ideologies and objectives. Patel, known 

for his political acumen, was instrumental in the accession of princely states, employing diplomacy and, 

when necessary, pressure to maintain India’s unity. Conversely, Ambedkar’s focus was on safeguarding 

the rights and welfare of Dalits, advocating for their consideration during the accession process. These 

differences underscore the multifaceted challenges faced in shaping a nation that was equitable for all, 

reflecting the leaders’ commitment to their respective causes even amidst discord. 

3. Reservation Policy 

The debate over the reservation policy for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was indeed a significant 

point of contention between B.R. Ambedkar and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Ambedkar, a staunch advocate 

for the upliftment of Dalits, saw reservations as an essential tool for ensuring their representation and 

progress in society. He believed that without such measures, the Dalits would continue to face systemic 

barriers to equality. 

Sardar Patel, while understanding the need for such policies, exercised caution, mindful of the broader 

implications and the potential for inter-community discord. His concern was to maintain social harmony 

and unity during the delicate period of India’s early independence. 

Their differing stances on this issue underscore the delicate balance between social justice and national 

unity that the leaders had to navigate. The Constituent Assembly’s discussions on the reservation policy 

were a reflection of this broader debate, which continues to be relevant in contemporary discussions on 

affirmative action and social policy in India. 

4. Role of Religion 

Sardar Patel was a staunch advocate of secularism and believed in a clear separation of religion from 

politics. He was committed to ensuring that India remained a secular state and worked to contain and 

manage communal tensions, particularly during the partition of India. Ambedkar, while supporting 

secularism, also had a critical view of religious practices and orthodoxy, particularly within the Hindu 

caste system. He openly criticized certain aspects of Hinduism and converted to Buddhism with the belief 

that it offered a more equitable and just way of life. 

5. Approach to Social Reform 

Sardar Patel, while supportive of social justice, did not take as radical an approach to social reform as 

Ambedkar did. Ambedkar was a vocal critic of the caste system and advocated for its annihilation, while 

Patel focused more on integrating marginalized communities within the existing social framework. 

6. Political Alliances 

In the political arena, Patel was closely associated with the Indian National Congress and was a key figure 

in the Congress's leadership, while Ambedkar had an independent political career and led the Scheduled 

Castes Federation. Their different political affiliations sometimes led to policy disagreements and tensions. 

7. Leadership Style 

Patel was known for his strong leadership, decisiveness, and pragmatism. He was often referred to as the 

"Iron Man of India" for his firm resolve and leadership during challenging times. Ambedkar, on the other 

hand, was a more scholarly and intellectual figure, known for his analytical approach and legal expertise. 

He used his knowledge to advocate for social change and reform. 
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8. Legacy and Impact 

he legacies of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar are foundational to the Republic of India. 

Patel’s statesmanship in integrating princely states and shaping the administrative framework is as crucial 

as Ambedkar’s visionary work for social justice and his pivotal role in drafting the Constitution. Their 

differing viewpoints indeed represent the rich tapestry of ideas that contributed to India’s nation-building. 

Both leaders’ dedication to their principles amidst a diverse array of challenges is a testament to their 

commitment to forging a unified and equitable nation. Their contributions continue to inspire and guide 

India’s journey as a sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic. 

 

Conclusion 

In summarizing the contributions of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to India’s history, 

it’s clear that both figures were instrumental in shaping the nation’s identity. Patel, as a unifying force, 

brought together disparate princely states to form a cohesive India, while Ambedkar laid the groundwork 

for social equality and justice through his advocacy for the marginalized. Their shared dedication to 

creating an inclusive and democratic India was evident in their work, despite their differing approaches 

and priorities. 

Their legacies, marked by their commitment to justice and unity, continue to influence India’s path 

forward. As the nation navigates contemporary challenges, the principles and values they championed 

remain relevant and serve as a beacon for future generations. By reflecting on their lives and achievements, 

we gain valuable perspective on India’s past struggles and the ongoing quest for a society that honors 

diversity and upholds the dignity of all its citizens. Patel and Ambedkar’s journeys, though distinct, were 

united by a common destination: a robust and harmonious India 
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