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Abstract 

In India we have too many different communities with vast tradition and culture. In order to enhance their 

own way of life we have to protect the indigenous nature of governance. The idea of indigenous 

governance for economic development in India combines traditional knowledge and governance structures 

with modern development strategies. This model of indigenous governance is based on the central role of 

community-led initiatives, practices and management to promote sustainable economic growth. This 

research paper aims to make a correlation between indigenous governance and economic development. 

This paper also advocates a top-down approach to prioritizes the aspirations, needs and values of 

indigenous communities, to ensure their active participation in decision-making processes. This 

indigenous governance model is important to rethink development paradigms and make them more 

inclusive and equitable. By following this indigenous governance and leadership models, our country can 

find the way for a development strategy that is not only economically valuable but also socially and 

environmentally sustainable. India can harness the potential of its diverse cultures for inclusive and 

sustainable economic development by creating an enabling political environment that respects and takes 

into account indigenous governance systems. The principle of self-determination is a key to this 

indigenous model, which can allow different communities to follow their own development paths in 

accordance with their cultural heritage and environmental protection. To improve the economic well-being 

of indigenous peoples and to preserve their natural resources, cultural identity and traditional knowledge 

for future generations, the government should follow the indigenous approach of governance. 
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1. Introduction 

India's diverse cultural landscape is home to many indigenous communities, each with unique traditions, 

knowledge systems and governance structures. Traditional top-down models of economic development 

have often neglected the potential contribution of these communities, sometimes resulting in a negative 

impact on their socio-economic well-being and cultural integrity. Recognizing the limitations of such 

models, there is a growing interest in exploring indigenous governance systems as a sustainable framework 

for sustainable economic development. India's rich tapestry of indigenous communities provides a unique 

lens through which to view the concept of economic development. One specific area of Indigenous 

governance is that of multinationalism as conceived by Indigenous peoples who traditionally live in more 

than one country. These communities, with deeply rooted cultural traditions and intimate knowledge of 
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local ecosystems, offer a compelling rationale for a governance model that is fundamentally different from 

conventional economic development strategies. 

Indigenous governance tends to be more internally focused when they are a demographic minority and 

when the cultural effects of discrimination have a strong hold on the actions of Indigenous communities. 

But as the grip of cultural submission begins to loosen, and as the awareness of being a demographic 

majority increases, Indigenous governance reaches out seeking access to the political and governmental 

structures. The key characteristics of indigenous economic system are its subsistence nature, limited goods 

and services and small-scale production. This means that labour is derived locally – usually among family 

members. Distribution of land, labour and produce is determined to a large extent by social relationships. 

The tools used are simple and made from locally available resources. The original economic development 

management model emphasizes the importance of community-led initiatives based on wisdom and 

practices passed down through generations. This introduction aims to explore how these traditional 

governance structures can be used to promote sustainable economic growth in India, emphasizing a 

holistic approach that respects cultural identity and promotes environmental protection. By combining 

these ancient information systems with modern development goals, India is pioneering a governance 

model that would not only support indigenous communities but also provide a global perspective on 

sustainable economic development. 

 

2. Government Initiatives for Economic development 

The Government of India recognized the unique opportunities and challenges of indigenous peoples and 

launched several programs to promote economic development while preserving cultural heritage and 

promoting self-sufficiency. These initiatives aim to empower indigenous peoples and provide economic 

prosperity through sustainable practices and traditional wisdom. 

One notable initiative is the Van Dhan Vikas Yojana, which aims to improve the livelihood of tribal 

collectors by adding value to their traditionally collected, non-collectible items, wood products (NTFP). 

This program encourages the formation of self-help groups and cooperatives through training and financial 

support to improve marketing and processing of forest products. The initiative will not only increase the 

income of the tribal communities but also promote forest conservation. 

Another major effort is the Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP), which is specifically meant to divert a portion of the 

total plan expenditure to states and union territories for the development of tribal areas and communities. 

That plan covers several sectors including education, health, agriculture, housing and water supply. It aims 

to bridge the development gap and improve the quality of life of the tribal population. 

The Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) program is a targeted push forward to improve the 

educational outcomes of tribal children. These schools provide quality middle and high school education 

in tribal areas and the curriculum includes aspects of tribal culture and knowledge. The aim is to create a 

conducive learning environment that nurtures the talents of indigenous students and prepares them for 

higher education and employment opportunities. 

Furthermore, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has launched a tribal health and nutrition portal 'Swasthya' 

which aims to improve the health and nutritional status of the tribal population, recognizing the importance 

of health in economic and social life. This initiative aims to address the unique health challenges faced by 

tribal communities through improved access to health services and awareness programs. 

These initiatives include, among others, India's commitment to use indigenous knowledge and 

management models in economic development. India is paving the way for sustainable and inclusive 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240218157 Volume 6, Issue 2, March-April 2024 3 

 

economic growth by fostering an environment that respects and integrates the traditional ways of life of 

indigenous peoples. 

 

3. Initiatives for Women Empowerment 

India's Ministry of Women and Child Development has been at the forefront of launching various 

initiatives for the economic empowerment of women. The purpose of these programs is to support women 

to achieve financial independence and play an important role in the development of the country. Here are 

some of the key government initiatives focused on improving the economic development of women: 

1. Mahila E-Haat: It is an online marketing platform launched to support women entrepreneurs, self-

help groups and NGOs present your products and services to a wider audience. Mahila E-Haat works 

as a direct online marketplace that enables women to sell their products without intermediaries, thereby 

improving their income and financial stability. 

2. Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra (PMMSK): This scheme aims to empower rural women 

through community participation to create an environment where women can obtain professional 

training, education and employment opportunities. The initiative provides a platform to disseminate 

information on government systems, health, nutrition and agricultural practices to promote holistic 

development and economic inclusion. 

3. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP): While it focuses primarily on gender imbalance and 

discrimination against girls, BBBP also includes efforts to empowering girls through education. By 

ensuring access to education, the system indirectly promotes the economic development of women 

and prepares them for various economic activities and job opportunities in the future. 

4. Working Women's Hostels: This initiative aims to provide safe and affordable housing for working 

women and girls their children across the country. By reducing the cost of living for working women, 

the scheme enables them to save more and invest in their personal and professional growth. 

5. Step Scheme: The Women's Education and Employment Program (STEP) Support Scheme aims to 

provide women with employment. qualifications and skills that enable women to become independent 

practitioners/entrepreneurs. The program is for women aged 16 and over across the country. 

These initiatives reflect the government's commitment to improving the socio-economic status of women 

through education, skills development and direct financial support. Addressing the unique challenges of 

women in the workforce and entrepreneurship, these programs aim to pave the way for their participation 

in the nation's economic development. 

 

4. Initiatives Of Government for Growth and Development of Tribal Community 

Recognizing the diverse needs and potential of its tribal communities, the Government of India has taken 

various initiatives to promote their growth and development. These programs cover various sectors such 

as education, health, employment and infrastructure, all designed to improve the quality of life and 

economic well-being of the tribal population. 

One of the cornerstone initiatives is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), which aims to 

increase the penetration of banking and financial services among the poor, between individuals and tribal 

communities. By creating access to financial services such as bank accounts, credit, insurance and 

pensions, this initiative seeks to empower tribal people financially and integrate them into the overall 

economic framework. As of 2023, more than 400 million beneficiaries have been covered under PMJDY 
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and a significant number of accounts have been opened for women and persons from rural and semi-urban 

areas, including the tribal population. 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) focuses on providing affordable housing to all, especially rural 

and tribal areas. By ensuring access to safe and affordable housing for tribal families, the program aims to 

improve living standards and promote overall development of tribal communities. In particular, the rural 

component (PMAY-Gram) aims to build 29.5 million houses by 2024, which will benefit many tribal 

families. 

National Tribal Carnival is another innovative initiative to preserve, promote and showcase the rich 

cultural heritage of the tribes and communities. Through exhibitions, demonstrations and performances, 

this event provides a platform for tribal craftsmen, artisans and performers to share their talents with a 

wider audience, contributing to economic growth through cultural tourism and sale of tribal arts and crafts. 

Regular carnivals showcase the diversity and richness of tribal cultures and promote tribal arts and crafts 

in national and international markets. 

The Government of India has also launched the Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) program 

to provide quality education to the tribal children of the outer regions. These schools offer modern 

educational facilities and incorporate elements of tribal culture and languages, ensuring that students do 

not lose touch with their heritage. The goal is to prepare tribal youth for higher education and job 

opportunities, creating a basis for economic development. From 2023, the government has planned to 

establish EMRS in every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal by 2022, 

which will greatly contribute to the education of tribal children. 

The TSP (Tribal Sub-Plan) strategy is a targeted approach to divert part of the general development 

funds in favour of Scheduled Tribes. This ensures that money is specifically allocated to initiatives that 

directly affect the tribal population, including issues such as education, health, agriculture and 

infrastructure development. 

A 27-year-old tribal woman from Madhya Pradesh is participating in the ongoing G20 Agriculture 

Working Group meeting here as a millet brand ambassador and has also earned praise from Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi for her singular focus to preserve the coarse cereals. Lahari Bai, who belongs to the Baiga 

tribe from the Dindori district, has collected over the past decade dozens of varieties of millets, described 

as ‘Shree Anna’ in this year’s Union Budget. 

Through these and other initiatives, the Indian government is trying to ensure that tribal communities are 

not stays behind on the way to the country's development. By responding to the unique challenges facing 

these communities and utilizing their cultural and natural resources, the government seeks to promote an 

inclusive development model that benefits all sections of society. The Government of India has shown 

commendable commitment to the growth and development of its tribal communities through a number of 

targeted initiatives. From economic inclusion and affordable housing to cultural preservation and quality 

education, these programs have two goals: (1)to increase economic well-being and (2)preserve the rich 

cultural heritage of tribal peoples. These initiatives play a key role in integrating tribal communities into 

the wider socio-economic fabric of the country by ensuring access to basic services, promoting educational 

and employment opportunities and fostering cultural awareness. Such efforts not only reduce inequalities 

but also enrich the national mosaic through the various traditions and knowledge systems of India's tribal 

heritage. 

 

 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240218157 Volume 6, Issue 2, March-April 2024 5 

 

5. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the indigenous governance model for economic development in India represents a 

transformative approach that values the unique cultural heritage and traditional knowledge of indigenous 

communities. Through various government initiatives like Van Dhan Vikas Yojana, Tribal Sub Plan, 

Eklavya Model Residential Schools and Tribal Health and Nutrition Portal 'Swasthya', India has taken 

significant steps to empower its indigenous people. These programs aim not only to improve the economic 

status of tribal communities but also to ensure the preservation of their cultural identity and sustainable 

use of natural resources. However, other initiatives are crucial to improve the inclusion and efficiency of 

tribal communities. these programs. still. Recommendations for future efforts are: 

• Increase community participation: We must ensure that indigenous communities not only benefit but 

are also involved in the planning, implementation and monitoring of development projects. This will 

help you increase the relevance and impact of your projects. 

• Tailored development models: Recognizing the diversity of indigenous communities, development 

models must be tailored to meet the needs, characteristics and aspirations of each community. 

• Strengthening indigenous rights such as protecting and strengthening land and property rights of 

indigenous communities, guaranteeing autonomy and control of development opportunities. 

• Technological integration: using technology to promote indigenous entrepreneurship and market 

access while ensuring respect and preservation of traditional knowledge and cultures. 

• Capacity Building: Invest in strengthening the capacity of local leaders and institutions to strengthen 

governance, decision-making skills and management of development projects. 

• The Environmental Group: promotes projects that promote environmental health, use indigenous 

knowledge in conservation and ensure that economic development does not disturb the ecological 

balance. 

By accepting these demands, future projects can build on the success of current projects and create an 

environment where unique models of governance and economic development can flourish. This approach 

not only aligns with the global Sustainable Development Goals, but also ensures that India's growth is 

inclusive, respectful of diversity and sustainable for future generations. 
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