
 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240335773 Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June 2024 1 

 

Embedded Systems Evolution and Trends in 

Avionics 
 

Arjun Agaram Mangad 
 

San Jose 

aagarammangad@gmail.com 

 

Abstract 

Embedded systems usage has evolved with technology trends like semiconductors, power efficiency and 

miniaturization. Design focus on embedded systems has made it possible to be flexible and software-

defined rather than focusing on a particular application and purpose. This has led to adoption across 

multiple industries. Operating systems, safety, and automation evolution have also made it feasible to be 

used in multiple applications and fields. Embedded systems have played a crucial part in the evolution of 

many different industries. One such industry where it has played a crucial part is the aviation industry. 

From safety to passenger experience, embedded systems play an important part in everything. This paper 

summarizes how changing trends and evolution in embedded systems have enabled the aviation industry 

to evolve. The paper also looks at new embedded systems trends and how they can be crucial in the 

aviation industry. We also look at challenges in bringing these technologies and trends to the aviation 

industry. The goal is to summarize all these trends and challenges here to add to the existing knowledge 

base of embedded system trends in avionics and look at the past evolution as a base to propel toward 

newer technologies and overcome any challenges we face from it. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Embedded systems have become integral in almost every industry. We use it at home with many 

different modern appliances. It has also become integral to modern aviation, enhancing everything from 

flight safety and operational efficiency to in-flight passenger experiences. These systems, which 

combine software and hardware to monitor and control aircraft functions, constantly evolve. As 

technologies evolve in cybersecurity, networking, data analytics, artificial intelligence, machine 

learning, and the Internet of Things (IoT), embedded systems are becoming more innovative, efficient, 

and better equipped to manage more sophisticated tasks. 

In the next few sections, we look at how embedded systems have evolved the avionics industry, 

examining current trends in embedded systems in aviation and future directions of embedded technology 

in aviation. The aviation industry faces significant challenges as it moves towards these advancements. 

The integration of more autonomous systems, the need for greater security, and the push for 

sustainability are just a few of the issues that must be addressed as aviation continues to evolve. 
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2. HISTORY OF EMBEDDED SYSTEMS IN AVIATION 

In this section we will look at advancements in embedded systems usage in aviation in different decades 

starting from early 19th century. 

A. Early Developments ( Before 1960s) 

Earlier in the day, aircraft relied on mechanical and analog technologies. Flight control and 

communication, including cockpits, were fully manual and analog. This era before digital systems 

lacked flexibility and was rudimentary. This era also saw some early adoption of electronic systems for 

autopilot and auto flight control systems. These systems relied on electromechanical components with 

some basic digital logic. 

B. Digital Systems Era ( 1960 -1970 ) 

Early avionics systems in this era incorporated the first computers for flight control systems and data 

collection. The Boeing 747 was one of the first aircraft to go fully digital and debuted in 1970. Digital 

systems were also crucial in the cockpit, where Flight data recorders (FDR) and Cockpit voice recorders 

(CVR) were representative of the first embedded technology used for the safety and monitoring of 

flights 

C. Microprocessors and Microcontrollers Era ( 1980s ) 

The introduction of microcontrollers and microprocessors in aviation in the 1980s made flights safer, 

reliable, and efficient. The full tilt towards digital systems made possible more autonomous solutions 

like the Fly-By-Wire solution.  Fly-by-Wire (FBW) is a system in aircraft where the control systems use 

computers to process control inputs from pilots and convert them to electrical signals to control flight 

actuators. Airbus A320, which debuted in 1988, was the first aircraft with fully digital fly-by-wire 

systems. As a result, traditional mechanical controls were replaced with embedded computers, allowing 

more safe and efficient operation. The introduction of microprocessors helped in other flight areas, 

including engine management, navigation, and control systems, which reduced pilot workload and 

improved the safety of flights. 

D. Embedded Systems Era ( 1990s ) 

In this era, aircraft like the Boeing 777 came into service featuring highly integrated embedded systems. 

These systems integrated flight controls, navigation, and communications, with embedded systems being 

the flux of everything. Redundancy also became a key criterion in this era, ensuring the continuous 

function of systems in case of failures. Real-time diagnostics and monitoring abilities benefited from 

embedded system advancements in this era. This ensured that everything from engine performance to 

cabin pressure was monitored continuously. This guaranteed crucial data was provided to the flight 

crew, field engineers, and technicians. 

E. Advancements in Connectivity (2000s) 

As aircraft grew more sophisticated in the 2000s, so did their embedded systems. New commercial jets 

such as the Airbus A380 and Boeing 787 were equipped with state-of-the-art avionics designed to be 

more efficient, interconnected, and automated. The Boeing 787, for example, used a fully integrated 

avionics system that communicated across multiple platforms to optimize flight performance. Advances 

in satellite communication made better monitoring of flight status, predictive maintenance, and updates 

to flight plans possible. This is possible through real-time data transmission between the aircraft and 

ground control. 

F. The Modern Era of Smart Aircraft (2010s – Present) 

In the 2010s and beyond, embedded systems in aviation have evolved to enhance safety, passenger expe-      
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rience, and operational efficiency. Key developments include autonomous flight research and semi-

autonomous functions like automated navigation. Modern systems feature enhanced safety tools like 

Synthetic Vision Systems (SVS) and Traffic Collision Avoidance Systems (TCAS). There has been 

much focus on AIML in this era to improve decision-making and predictive maintenance. 

 

3. EMBEDDED SYSTEMS USE CASE IN AVIATION 

Embedded systems in aviation help ensure that aircraft and spacecraft operate smoothly, safely, and 

efficiently. This section will explore key avenues in which embedded systems are used in aerospace and 

why they are important in this high-stakes field [4]. 

A. FLIGHT CONTROL SYSTEMS 

One of the most important aspects of an aircraft is the flight control system. They are responsible for 

some of the most critical aspects of the flight, like speed, direction, and altitude. Embedded systems are 

the crux of all these features. They process data from various sensors and ensure flight data looks good 

in real-time conditions. This ensures safety and accurate control of the flight. Flight control systems are 

also important for landing assist, collision avoidance, and autopilot. This helps take human error aspects 

out of the equation and ensures a safe flight for all the passengers. 

B. ENGINE CONTROL SYSTEMS 

Engines are among an aircraft's most critical and complex components. Smooth engine functions are 

necessary for safety, especially regarding fuel consumption and emissions. Fuel injection, airflow 

optimization, and ignition timing are some of the applications of embedded systems in engine control. 

These systems also continuously monitor real-time data like temperature and pressure from sensors to 

make real-time adjustments. Early fault detection and alerts sent to the pilot and crew, as well as 

maintenance, are also critical features to ensure the safety of the flight. 

C. NAVIGATION SYSTEMS 

Embedded systems play a crucial role in aircraft navigation. They integrate data from different sources, 

like GPS satellites, radar, and sensors, to provide the crew and pilot with real-time data. Pilots rely on 

navigation systems to monitor their location and adjust their flight path to avoid obstacles and bad 

weather. Embedded systems also play a key role in keeping aircraft on track, making real-time 

adjustments to ensure they stay on course, don't deviate from the flight course, and reach their 

destinations safely. 

D. COMMUNICATION  SYSTEMS 

Communication systems are crucial to help pilots, air traffic controllers, and ground crew exchange fast 

and accurate information. They are necessary in aircraft to keep everyone connected. Embedded systems 

play a crucial role in communication, ensuring reliable data flow between radios, transponders, satellite 

links, and other communication devices. These systems offer Noise reduction and encryption to ensure 

reliable and private communication. 

E. HEALTH MONITORING SYSTEMS 

Monitoring and ensuring the healthy state of aircraft is important for flight safety. Even minute issues 

without proper care can quickly escalate into a major accident. This is why malfunctions or wear in key 

components must be monitored and attended to promptly. Embedded systems are key to this type of 

health monitoring. These systems continuously check the components' status, using sensors to detect 

issues such as temperature and pressure out of safety variations and unusual vibrations. Notifications can 

be sent to alert crew and maintenance teams when repairs are needed. This proactive approach helps mi-   
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nimize downtime and increases the overall safety and efficiency of the aircraft. 

F. WEATHER MONITORING SYSTEMS 

Whenever we are traveling on a flight, we might see notifications to turn on the seat belts, and we might 

also get a voice message from the pilot to stay seated. These are all possible through weather monitoring 

embedded systems that process data from sensors, satellites, and weather stations to provide real-time 

weather updates. Pilots can rely on this data to identify potential weather conditions which can cause 

turbulence or low-pressure conditions. They can also change course to avoid dangerous weather events. 

These embedded systems thus help ensure reliable and more efficient flights by integrating weather data 

into flight planning. 

G. POWER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS 

A stable power supply is necessary to keep all the different systems of an aircraft running reliably. 

Embedded systems are needed to ensure the optimum flow of electricity through these systems by 

monitoring and adjusting the flow to prevent overloads and shortages. They also ensure that failed 

systems are replaced by redundant systems to avoid any interruptions to flight. 

 

4. CURRENT TRENDS OF EMBEDDED SYSTEMS IN AVIATION 

A. MICROCONTROLLERS AND EMBEDDED PROCESSORS 

Microcontrollers and embedded processors are at the core of any modern aircraft, and they are 

responsible for controlling critical flight systems, navigation, communication, in-flight entertainment, 

and passenger service. If we look at advancements in the area, they are mostly related to operating 

systems, integrated peripherals, including FPGAs, and energy efficiency. They often employ RTOS 

(Real Time Operating System) to multitask and execute tasks promptly. This is crucial for sensor data 

and communication in aircraft operating under strict time constraints. Many microcontrollers now have 

integrated peripherals like digital signal processors (DSPs), analog-to-digital converters (ADCs), and 

serial interfaces (UART, RS485, SPI, I2C). This helps increase reliability and offload system weight, 

which is crucial for aircraft. FPGAs are being added into these systems to offload processing tasks like 

signal processing, real-time sensor data processing, and communications, which can benefit from 

FPGAs' high parallel processing capabilities.  

B. SYSTEM ON CHIP (SOC) INTEGRATION 

System-on-chip technology integrates multiple components (processors, memory, I/O interfaces) onto a 

single chip and has been an essential enabler for high-performance, compact, and energy-efficient 

systems in aviation. 

C. ROLE OF IOT IN AVIATION 

Adopting the Internet of Things (IoT) within aviation allows real-time data to be shared between 

multiple aircraft components and ground control systems. This interconnectedness is crucial in 

predictive maintenance, quick fault diagnosis, and operational efficiency optimization. 

D. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND MACHINE LEARNING (AIML) 

Artificial Intelligence and machine learning (AIML) models are increasingly used to process the massive 

amounts of data generated by aviation systems. These technologies enhance decision-making and enable 

real-time automation. According to [6], the evolution of autonomy in avionics has been increasing for 

the past 40 years. The trend and increasing advancements in the AIML field are leading to more 

autonomous modern aircraft. 
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E. POWER EFFICIENCY AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

Embedded systems are helping develop energy-efficient aircraft, reducing fuel consumption and 

emissions. Battery management systems (BMS) embedded with advanced algorithms ensure the safe and 

optimal charging/discharging of batteries in electric and hybrid-electric aircraft [5]. Also, more energy-

efficient microcontrollers, SoCs, and sensors enable flight systems to operate effectively without 

straining the aircraft's electrical power systems. 

F. MINIATURIZATION AND SMART SENSORS 

As embedded systems advance, the development of smaller chips and intelligent sensors allows aircraft 

to collect and process more data while reducing weight and minimizing the size of components. 

 

5. FUTURE OUTLOOK: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

While microcontrollers and embedded processors are fundamental to the advancement of aviation 

technologies, several challenges must be overcome to keep up with the growing demands of modern 

aircraft: 

A. PROCESSING POWER AND LATENCY 

The need for increased processing power becomes critical as aircraft systems become more connected 

and rely on higher data volumes. This includes handling more sensor inputs, data analytics, and real-time 

flight control and safety systems decision-making. 

B. SAFETY CRITICAL SYSTEMS 

Embedded systems in aviation have become increasingly sophisticated, with new technologies 

increasing system responsiveness and reliability. With the evolution of these systems, there has been an 

exponential surge in the deployment of safety-critical software systems in commercial and military 

aircraft [1]. Growing complexity and increasing safety application deployments require rigorous testing 

and validation to ensure safe operation in different conditions. 

C. CYBERSECURITY 

With more systems becoming interconnected, ensuring the security of microcontrollers in avionics is 

increasingly important. Threats to data integrity, hacking, and signal interference could disrupt flight 

operations, making cybersecurity a critical focus in embedded systems design. 

D. BALANCING TECHNOLOGY AND SAFETY 

Complex avionics systems can optimize fuel consumption through improved navigation algorithms and 

flight management systems, directly contributing to cost reductions and higher environmental 

sustainability. However, this potential excessive reliance on these complex technologies can lead to too 

much dependence on automation, which could confuse critical in-flight scenarios. The aviation industry 

must, therefore, strike a delicate balance between leveraging technology to enhance technology and 

efficiency while ensuring that human operators maintain situational awareness and decision-making 

capabilities. 

E. AIML 

One growing trend in aviation is the increased adaption of AIML within embedded systems, which 

promises to revolutionize data analysis and decision-making processes onboard aircraft. This will result 

in more adoption of autonomous systems, ultimately reshaping flight operations and the role of pilots 

and ground control personnel. As aircraft become more autonomous, regulatory bodies must adapt the 

existing frameworks to accommodate these advancements, ensuring safety standards remain robust and 

relevant. 
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F. SIZE, WEIGHT AND POWER ( SWaP) OPTIMIZATION 

The aviation industry continues to push for cost-friendly solutions like lighter, more efficient systems 

that reduce the aircraft's overall weight and improve fuel efficiency. Designers are working to integrate 

more functions into single-chip systems, reducing the physical space needed for hardware while 

improving overall processing power. 

G. CERTIFICATION AND RELIABILITY 

Aviation is one of the most regulated industries, and it is essential to ensure that microcontrollers meet 

aviation safety standards (such as DO-178C for software and DO-254 for hardware) [2,3]. These 

standards require rigorous testing, fault tolerance, and verification processes to ensure that embedded 

systems function reliably in every scenario, from routine operations to emergencies. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, integrating embedded systems in commercial aviation brings excellent potential and 

significant challenges. Although these advancements offer the potential for improved safety, efficiency, 

and performance, the aviation industry must overcome challenges related to software integration, 

regulatory compliance, and cybersecurity. To fully utilize these benefits, all stakeholders must establish 

flexible regulatory frameworks that address safety situations as much as possible while being agile 

enough to adapt when there are newer technologies. By doing so, the aviation sector can ensure that 

technological progress continues to enhance air travel safely and efficiently. 
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