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Abstract: 

This research paper conducts a meticulous exegesis of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's seminal 

7th March 1971 speech through the theoretical framework of Hope Theory as propounded by C.R. Snyder. 

By dissecting the speech’s rhetorical architecture, this study elucidates how Bangabandhu’s strategic 

deployment of goal-setting, pathway articulation, and agency instillation galvanized a subjugated populace 

toward the pursuit of sovereignty. The analysis reveals the intricate mechanisms by which Bangabandhu 

engendered psychological resilience and fostered a robust communal identity, thus transforming rhetorical 

constructs into catalysts for socio-political mobilization. Furthermore, this paper expounds on the practical 

implications of hope-infused rhetoric, underscoring its potency in contemporary political discourse and its 

capacity to fortify national cohesion. The societal ramifications of such rhetorical prowess are profound, 

offering contemporary leaders a paradigmatic blueprint for engendering collective action and sustaining 

national morale amidst adversity. This scholarly inquiry contributes to the corpus of rhetorical studies by 

providing a nuanced understanding of the interplay between hope, rhetoric, and societal transformation. 
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Introduction 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech is a quintessential example of political 

oratory that effectively mobilized the Bengali people towards independence. Delivered amidst rising 

tensions with the Pakistani government, the speech articulated the grievances and aspirations of the 

Bengali populace while laying out a clear vision and strategy for liberation. The effectiveness of 

Bangabandhu's rhetoric lies in its deep resonance with the collective consciousness of the people, thereby 

mobilizing them towards a common goal (Khan 54). 
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Analyzing this speech through the lens of C.R. Snyder's Hope Theory provides a comprehensive 

understanding of how he employed psychological constructs to foster hope, resilience, and unity among 

his listeners. Hope Theory, developed by Snyder, defines hope as a cognitive process involving goal-

directed thinking, where individuals perceive themselves capable of devising pathways to achieve their 

goals (pathways thinking) and possess the agency to pursue these pathways (agency thinking) (Snyder 

249). This framework highlights the importance of setting clear, attainable goals and maintaining 

motivation to achieve them, even in adversity. 

Applying Hope Theory to Bangabandhu’s speech reveals his strategic use of rhetoric to inspire collective 

agency and outline practical pathways to independence. Bangabandhu's speech exemplifies pathways 

thinking through his articulation of explicit goals, such as the cessation of cooperation with the Pakistani 

government and encouragement of non-violent protest and civil disobedience. His emphasis on the 

Bengali people's strength and resilience in the face of oppression underscores agency thinking. By 

invoking past sacrifices and framing the struggle as a continuation of a long-standing fight for justice, he 

not only motivated his audience but also instilled a profound sense of purpose and hope. 

This paper argues that Bangabandhu’s speech utilized the principles of Hope Theory to effectively 

mobilize the Bengali people towards independence. By dissecting the speech's rhetorical strategies 

through the framework of Hope Theory, this study offers insights into the broader implications of hope-

infused political rhetoric in mobilizing societies towards significant socio-political transformations. 

 

Goal-Setting and Visionary Rhetoric 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech is a masterclass in goal-setting and 

visionary rhetoric, crucial elements of C.R. Snyder’s Hope Theory. This theory emphasizes the importance 

of setting clear, attainable goals and maintaining the motivation to achieve them, even under challenging 

circumstances (Snyder 249). Bangabandhu's speech meticulously illustrates these principles, effectively 

mobilizing the Bengali people towards the goal of independence. 

His speech is replete with explicit goals aimed at rallying the Bengali people towards the pursuit of 

independence. He articulates a clear, overarching objective: "The struggle this time is a struggle for 

emancipation, the struggle this time is a struggle for independence!" (Rahman). This declaration sets a 

definitive goal for the Bengali people, directing their efforts towards achieving sovereignty. 

Snyder’s Hope Theory posits that high-hope individuals set challenging yet attainable goals and are 

invigorated by these challenges (Snyder, Cheavens, and Michael 199). He embodies this concept by not 

only setting the goal of independence but also by framing it as an attainable and necessary objective. His 

statement, “The tree of our freedom has been watered by the blood of the martyrs and as such, its fruit will 

be the sweet taste of freedom,” reinforces the idea that the goal of independence, though challenging, is 

within reach and justified by past sacrifices (Rahman). 

Furthermore,  rejection of offers that fell short of the goal of independence, such as the prime ministership, 

underscores his commitment to this clear and non-negotiable objective. He states, “What I want is justice, 

the rights of the people of this land” (Rahman). This unwavering focus on the goal of independence 

exemplifies high-hope goal-setting, as described by Snyder, where difficult goals are pursued with 

determination and flexibility (Snyder, Harris, et al. 1991). 

Bangabandhu’s speech not only sets clear goals but also employs visionary rhetoric that has a profound 

psychological impact on his audience. His ability to articulate a compelling vision for the future inspires 

hope and resilience among the Bengali people. Snyder notes that high-hope individuals are able to see 
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their goals as challenges that invigorate them, and they possess the flexibility to think of several avenues 

to achieve these goals (Snyder, Cheavens, and Michael 199). 

For instance, Bangabandhu’s declaration of a non-cooperation movement is a strategic move that 

embodies pathways thinking. He states, “I now declare the closure of all the courts, offices, and 

educational institutions for an indefinite period of time. No one will report to their offices- that is my 

instruction to you” (Rahman). This directive provides a clear, actionable pathway towards disrupting the 

status quo and advancing the goal of independence. By outlining specific steps, he not only sets a clear 

path but also empowers his audience with the agency to act, reinforcing their belief in their ability to effect 

change. 

The psychological impact of Bangabandhu’s visionary rhetoric is evident in his ability to transform 

feelings of despair into a collective resolve. He addresses the emotional toll of the struggle, stating, “My 

dear brothers, I have come before you today with a heavy heart. All of you know how hard we have tried” 

(Rahman). By acknowledging the shared sacrifices and hardships, he fosters a sense of solidarity and 

communal identity, crucial for maintaining hope and motivation. This aligns with Snyder’s assertion that 

high-hope individuals use self-referential thoughts, such as “I can do this,” to maintain motivation and 

overcome obstacles (Snyder, Irving, and Anderson 1991). 

Moreover, Bangabandhu’s invocation of past sacrifices and the collective memory of the Bengali people’s 

struggle serves to reinforce their resilience and determination. He reminds his audience, “The Bengali 

people have learned how to die for a cause and you will not be able to bring them under your yoke of 

suppression!” (Rahman). This statement not only highlights the historical context of their struggle but also 

positions their current efforts as part of a noble and just cause, thereby solidifying their resolve and 

enhancing their psychological resilience. 

The goal-setting and visionary rhetoric employed by Bangabandhu in his 7th March speech have profound 

implications for the Bengali people’s psychological resilience and societal mobilization. By setting clear 

goals and providing actionable pathways, he instills a sense of purpose and agency among his audience. 

This strategic use of hope-infused rhetoric not only motivates individuals but also fosters a strong 

communal identity, essential for sustaining collective action in the face of adversity. 

In conclusion, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech exemplifies the principles 

of goal-setting and visionary rhetoric as outlined in Snyder’s Hope Theory. Through clear goal articulation 

and the strategic use of rhetorical devices, he effectively mobilizes the Bengali people towards the pursuit 

of independence, demonstrating the transformative power of hope-infused political oratory. 

 

Pathway Articulation and Strategic Mobilization 

In his 7th March 1971 speech, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman articulates clear strategies and 

pathways to mobilize the Bengali populace toward the goal of independence. Viewed through the lens of 

C.R. Snyder's Hope Theory, the speech highlights how rhetorical constructs can inspire collective action 

and resilience. Snyder's theory emphasizes that high-hope individuals devise multiple pathways to achieve 

their goals, demonstrating flexibility and adaptability (Snyder, Lapointe, Crowson, and Early 1998). 

Bangabandhu’s speech exemplifies these principles, offering a detailed roadmap for societal mobilization. 

Bangabandhu’s speech outlines specific actions designed to disrupt the status quo and challenge the 

authority of the Pakistani government. One of the primary strategies he proposes is the non-cooperation 

movement. He declares, “I now declare the closure of all the courts, offices, and educational institutions 

for an indefinite period of time. No one will report to their offices—that is my instruction to you” 
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(Rahman). This directive aims to cripple the administrative functions of the Pakistani regime, thereby 

pressuring them to meet the demands of the Bengali people. 

Critics have noted that Bangabandhu's strategic call for non-cooperation was a masterstroke in political 

mobilization. As Ahmed asserts, “By effectively shutting down the administrative machinery, he 

demonstrated the power of collective civil disobedience, significantly undermining the control of the 

Pakistani authorities” (Ahmed 92). This aligns with Snyder’s Hope Theory, which posits that high-hope 

individuals generate effective routes to their goals, even under stressful conditions (Snyder 2000). 

Bangabandhu’s insistence on maintaining public order and minimizing inconvenience to the poor further 

illustrates his strategic thinking. He states, “So that the poor are not inconvenienced, rickshaws, trains and 

other transport will ply normally—except serving any needs of the armed forces” (Rahman). This 

demonstrates his consideration for maintaining public support while disrupting the government's 

operations, reflecting the flexible and adaptive thinking that Snyder attributes to high-hope individuals. 

The articulation of non-cooperation and civil disobedience is central to Bangabandhu’s speech. He clearly 

communicates the moral and practical rationale behind these strategies, framing them as necessary 

responses to systemic oppression. He articulates, “If the salaries are held up, if a single bullet is fired upon 

us henceforth, if the murder of my people does not cease, I call upon you to turn every home into a fortress 

against their onslaught” (Rahman). This call to action provides a pathway for resistance, empowering 

individuals to act collectively and non-violently. 

Snyder’s research indicates that high-hope individuals, when faced with impediments, persist in finding 

alternate routes to their goals (Snyder et al. 1991). Bangabandhu’s strategy of civil disobedience aligns 

with this, as he provides multiple avenues for resistance. His instruction to block roads, deprive the 

military of resources, and continue the movement even without direct leadership exemplifies the resilience 

and adaptability characteristic of high-hope thinking. 

Critics like Bose have highlighted the efficacy of Bangabandhu’s non-cooperation strategy, arguing that 

it “effectively united the Bengali population in a common cause, creating a unified front that was difficult 

for the Pakistani government to suppress” (Bose 105). This unity and collective resolve are essential 

components of Snyder’s pathways thinking, where diverse routes to achieving a goal enhance overall 

resilience and effectiveness. 

His speech is rich with practical examples that illustrate the intended effects of his proposed strategies. 

His call for a hartal, or general strike, is a direct action aimed at paralyzing the economic and 

administrative functions of the government. He recounts, “There was an immediate outcry against this 

move by the people. I called for a hartal as a peaceful form of protest and the masses readily took to the 

streets in response” (Rahman). This demonstrates the power of coordinated collective action in achieving 

political goals. 

The emphasis on historical context and the collective memory of the Bengali people’s struggle further 

reinforces their psychological resilience. Bangabandhu reminds his audience, “The Bengali people have 

learned how to die for a cause and you will not be able to bring them under your yoke of suppression” 

(Rahman). This invocation of past sacrifices is a strategic pathway to strengthen the people's resolve and 

ensure their continued participation in the movement. 

According to Zaman, Bangabandhu’s ability to evoke historical injustices and frame the current struggle 

as a continuation of that legacy was pivotal in sustaining the movement’s momentum (Zaman 134). This 

strategic use of historical context aligns with Snyder’s assertion that high-hope individuals maintain 

motivation through self-referential thoughts and a strong sense of purpose (Snyder, Irving, and Anderson 
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1991). Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech exemplifies the principles of 

pathway articulation and strategic mobilization as outlined in C.R. Snyder’s Hope Theory. By proposing 

specific actions and multiple pathways to achieve the goal of independence, he effectively mobilized the 

Bengali people, inspiring resilience and unity. This analysis underscores the transformative power of 

strategic rhetoric in political movements and the critical role of clear pathways in achieving collective 

goals. 

 

Agency Instillation and Empowerment Rhetoric 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech effectively instills a sense of agency and 

empowerment among the Bengali people. By employing motivational language, he enhances listener self-

efficacy, fostering a collective belief in their capacity to achieve independence. C.R. Snyder’s Hope 

Theory underscores the importance of agency thinking—the belief in one’s ability to utilize pathways to 

achieve desired goals (Snyder et al., 1998). Bangabandhu's speech exemplifies this concept, motivating 

his audience to persevere in the face of adversity. 

Bangabandhu’s speech empowers his listeners by emphasizing their role in the struggle for independence. 

He asserts, “The people of this land are facing elimination, so be on guard. If need be, we will bring 

everything to a total standstill” (Rahman). This declaration serves to instill a sense of urgency and 

capability among the audience, positioning them as active agents in their liberation. 

Snyder posits that high-hope individuals embrace self-talk phrases like “I can do this” and “I am not going 

to be stopped,” which help channel motivation through all stages of goal pursuit (Snyder et al., 1998). 

Bangabandhu’s rhetoric mirrors this by encouraging the Bengali people to believe in their collective 

strength. His call to “turn every home into a fortress against their onslaught” is a direct appeal to their 

agency, suggesting that their unified actions can thwart the oppressor’s efforts (Rahman). 

The motivational language in Bangabandhu’s speech plays a crucial role in enhancing listener self-

efficacy. Self-efficacy, a component of agency thinking, is the belief in one’s ability to execute actions 

required to manage prospective situations. He employs powerful, motivational phrases to boost this belief 

among his listeners. He states, “Use whatever you can put your hands on to confront this enemy. Every 

last road must be blocked. We will deprive them of food, we will deprive them of water” (Rahman). This 

directive not only provides clear actions but also reinforces the listeners' belief in their ability to impact 

the situation. 

Critics have noted the effectiveness of his motivational language. As Hossain observes, “Bangabandhu’s 

ability to instill confidence and a sense of responsibility in his audience was instrumental in mobilizing 

the masses. His words created a psychological shift from passive resistance to active engagement” 

(Hossain 112). This aligns with Snyder’s theory, which highlights the significance of motivational 

language in fostering agency thinking during goal pursuit (Snyder, 1994b). 

Key phrases in Bangabandhu’s speech have a profound psychological impact, reinforcing the collective 

resolve and resilience of the Bengali people. He invokes the historical struggles and sacrifices of the 

Bengali nation to strengthen their resolve. He recounts, “We gave blood in 1952, we won a mandate in 

1954. But we were still not allowed to take up the reins of this country. In 1958, Ayub Khan clamped 

Martial Law on our people and enslaved us for the next 10 years” (Rahman). This invocation of past 

injustices serves to validate their current struggle and inspire continued perseverance. 

Snyder’s research indicates that emotions generated by significant events are quickly incorporated into 

goal pursuit, enhancing motivation and agency (Snyder et al., 1996). Bangabandhu’s recounting of 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR240424259 Volume 6, Issue 4, July-August 2024 6 

 

historical sacrifices taps into these emotions, creating a sense of continuity and purpose. His statement, 

“All of you know how hard we have tried. But it is a matter of sadness that the streets of Dhaka, 

Chittagong, Khulna, Rangpur, and Rajshahi are today being spattered with the blood of my brothers,” 

evokes a collective memory that fortifies the audience’s commitment to the cause (Rahman). 

Furthermore, Bangabandhu’s rhetorical strategy includes framing their struggle within a larger moral and 

existential context. He declares, “The Bengali people have learned how to die for a cause and you will not 

be able to bring them under your yoke of suppression” (Rahman). This statement not only underscores 

their resilience but also frames their fight as a righteous and inevitable pursuit of justice, thereby 

amplifying their psychological resilience and sense of agency. 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech effectively instills a sense of agency and 

empowerment among the Bengali people. By employing motivational language and invoking historical 

struggles, he enhances listener self-efficacy and fortifies their resolve. His rhetoric, viewed through the 

lens of C.R. Snyder’s Hope Theory, demonstrates the critical role of agency thinking in motivating 

collective action and achieving significant socio-political goals. This analysis underscores the 

transformative power of strategic rhetoric in mobilizing societies and fostering a strong sense of agency 

and empowerment. 

 

Emotional Resonance and Psychological Resilience 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech is a masterclass in emotional appeals 

and their role in fostering psychological resilience. By invoking historical context and collective memory, 

he effectively draws on past sacrifices to inspire present action. C.R. Snyder’s Hope Theory underscores 

the importance of emotions in goal pursuit, particularly how positive emotions can enhance motivation 

and resilience (Snyder et al., 1996). Bangabandhu's speech exemplifies these principles, using emotional 

resonance to fortify the Bengali people's resolve. 

Bangabandhu’s speech is replete with emotional appeals designed to foster resilience among his listeners. 

He articulates the collective suffering of the Bengali people, stating, “All of you know how hard we have 

tried. But it is a matter of sadness that the streets of Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna, Rangpur, and Rajshahi 

are today being spattered with the blood of my brothers” (Rahman). This vivid depiction of suffering 

serves to unify the audience in their shared pain and galvanize them toward continued resistance. 

Critics have noted the effectiveness of Bangabandhu’s emotional appeals. According to Chowdhury, 

“Bangabandhu’s ability to evoke strong emotions in his audience was crucial in maintaining the 

momentum of the independence movement. His speeches tapped into the collective grief and anger, 

transforming these emotions into a powerful force for change” (Chowdhury 89). This aligns with Snyder’s 

theory, which highlights the role of emotions in sustaining motivation during goal pursuit (Snyder et al., 

1996). 

Bangabandhu’s speech skillfully invokes historical context and collective memory to strengthen the 

psychological resilience of his audience. He recounts, “We gave blood in 1952, we won a mandate in 

1954. But we were still not allowed to take up the reins of this country. In 1958, Ayub Khan clamped 

Martial Law on our people and enslaved us for the next 10 years” (Rahman). By recalling these historical 

injustices, he connects the current struggle to a long history of resistance, thereby reinforcing the 

legitimacy and urgency of their cause. 

Snyder’s research indicates that collective memory and historical context play a significant role in shaping 

an individual's or a group's resilience and motivation (Snyder, 1994b). By invoking past sacrifices and 
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struggles, he enhances the collective memory of his audience, creating a sense of continuity and purpose. 

This strategic use of historical context not only validates their current struggle but also instills a sense of 

inevitability and righteousness in their quest for independence. 

Bangabandhu’s ability to draw on past sacrifices to inspire present action is a testament to his rhetorical 

skill. He declares, “The Bengali people have learned how to die for a cause and you will not be able to 

bring them under your yoke of suppression” (Rahman). This statement not only honors the sacrifices of 

the past but also positions the current struggle as a continuation of a noble and just cause. 

Critics like Zaman have highlighted the strategic importance of this approach. Zaman notes, “By invoking 

the sacrifices of previous generations, Bangabandhu was able to inspire a sense of duty and responsibility 

among his listeners. This connection to the past provided a powerful motivational framework for the 

present struggle” (Zaman 102). This resonates with Snyder’s assertion that emotions and historical context 

are integral to sustaining motivation and resilience (Snyder, 1994b). 

Furthermore, Bangabandhu’s rhetorical strategy includes framing the struggle within a larger moral and 

existential context. He states, “The Bengali people have learned how to die for a cause and you will not 

be able to bring them under your yoke of suppression” (Rahman). This not only underscores their 

resilience but also frames their fight as a righteous and inevitable pursuit of justice, thereby amplifying 

their psychological resilience and sense of agency. 

In addition to invoking past sacrifices, he also emphasizes the collective identity and unity of the Bengali 

people. He asserts, “We will bring everything to a total standstill... Every last road must be blocked. We 

will deprive them of food, we will deprive them of water” (Rahman). This call to collective action 

reinforces their shared identity and purpose, further strengthening their resilience and resolve. 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech effectively uses emotional appeals to 

foster psychological resilience and motivate collective action. By invoking historical context and 

collective memory, Bangabandhu draws on past sacrifices to inspire present efforts. His rhetoric, viewed 

through the lens of C.R. Snyder’s Hope Theory, demonstrates the critical role of emotions and historical 

context in sustaining motivation and resilience during goal pursuit. This analysis underscores the 

transformative power of strategic rhetoric in mobilizing societies and fostering a strong sense of 

psychological resilience. 

 

Solidarity and Communal Identity Construction 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech is pivotal in fostering a sense of unity 

and collective identity among the Bengali people. By employing rhetoric aimed at building solidarity, he 

effectively unites diverse groups under a common cause, emphasizing shared experiences and goals. This 

section examines how he constructs communal identity and its societal implications. 

Bangabandhu’s speech masterfully fosters a sense of unity by emphasizing common struggles and shared 

aspirations. He states, “The Bengali people have learned how to die for a cause and you will not be able 

to bring them under your yoke of suppression” (Rahman). This statement not only highlights their 

collective resilience but also unites the audience in their fight for independence. Snyder’s Hope Theory 

suggests that high-hope individuals and groups are more likely to perceive and pursue common goals, 

enhancing their collective agency (Snyder et al., 1998). 

Critics have praised Bangabandhu’s ability to create a unified front. According to Rahman, 

“Bangabandhu’s rhetoric was instrumental in transforming a fragmented society into a cohesive unit, 

ready to fight for a common goal” (Rahman 67). This aligns with Snyder’s assertion that shared goals and 
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collective identity strengthen group cohesion and motivation (Snyder, 1994b). Alam further notes, 

“Bangabandhu’s inclusive approach in addressing all segments of the society, irrespective of their 

backgrounds, helped in knitting a unified national fabric” (Alam 145). 

Bangabandhu’s rhetoric also aims at building solidarity among diverse groups within the Bengali 

population. He emphasizes inclusivity and the importance of unity across different social, religious, and 

economic backgrounds. He declares, “Whether Bengali or non-Bengali, Hindu or Muslim, all is our 

brothers and it is our responsibility to ensure their safety” (Rahman). This inclusive approach is crucial 

for fostering solidarity and reducing internal divisions. 

As Alam observes, “Bangabandhu’s inclusive rhetoric was crucial in bridging the gaps between different 

communities, fostering a sense of belonging and collective purpose” (Alam 123). This strategic use of 

inclusive language aligns with Snyder’s Hope Theory, which posits that inclusive and positive self-

referential thoughts enhance group resilience and cohesion (Snyder et al., 1991). Additionally, Hossain 

argues, “By addressing diverse groups within the society, Bangabandhu mitigated potential conflicts and 

ensured that the struggle for independence was a collective effort” (Hossain 132). 

The construction of a strong communal identity has significant societal implications. By fostering unity 

and solidarity, Bangabandhu’s speech helped to create a resilient and motivated populace, capable of 

sustaining the independence movement. This collective identity not only strengthened their resolve but 

also provided a sense of purpose and direction. 

According to Hasan, “The creation of a strong communal identity under Bangabandhu’s leadership was 

pivotal in the success of the independence movement. It transformed a diverse population into a united 

force with a clear goal” (Hasan 89). This underscores the societal impact of Bangabandhu’s rhetoric, 

highlighting the importance of communal identity in achieving collective goals. Zaman adds, “The 

emphasis on unity and shared identity not only facilitated the independence struggle but also laid the 

foundation for a cohesive national identity post-independence” (Zaman 104). 

 

Section 6: Practical and Societal Implications 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech has enduring practical and societal 

implications, particularly in contemporary political movements and national identity formation. His 

rhetoric serves as a blueprint for modern leaders aiming to inspire and mobilize populations. The practical 

implications of Bangabandhu’s rhetoric are evident in contemporary political movements. His strategic 

use of emotional appeals, goal-setting, and inclusive language can guide modern leaders in effectively 

mobilizing their supporters. The principles outlined in Snyder’s Hope Theory—setting clear goals, 

devising pathways, and fostering agency—remain relevant in today's political landscape. 

As Karim observes, “Bangabandhu’s speech provides valuable lessons for contemporary leaders on how 

to use rhetoric to inspire hope and mobilize people towards collective action” (Karim 45). This highlights 

the timeless nature of his rhetorical strategies and their applicability in various political contexts. Rahman 

concurs, “Modern political movements can draw from Bangabandhu’s methods to build resilient and 

united fronts, crucial for achieving long-term goals” (Rahman 88). 

The societal impact of Bangabandhu’s rhetoric extends to national identity and cohesion. By fostering a 

strong sense of communal identity and resilience, his speech contributed to the formation of a cohesive 

national identity in Bangladesh. This collective identity has been crucial in maintaining national unity and 

resilience in the face of challenges. 
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According to Alam, “Bangabandhu’s ability to create a unified national identity was instrumental in the 

formation of Bangladesh as a cohesive and resilient nation” (Alam 110). This underscores the long-term 

societal benefits of hope-infused rhetoric in nation-building. Hasan adds, “The rhetoric of unity and 

collective struggle helped solidify a national identity that has endured beyond the initial fight for 

independence” (Hasan 93). 

 

Lessons for Modern Leaders and Activists 

Bangabandhu’s speech offers valuable lessons for modern leaders and activists. His ability to inspire hope, 

set clear goals, and foster unity provides a model for effective leadership and mobilization. By applying 

the principles of Hope Theory, contemporary leaders can enhance their ability to motivate and unite their 

followers. 

As Rahman suggests, “The principles articulated in Bangabandhu’s speech—clarity of purpose, emotional 

resonance, and inclusivity—are essential for any leader seeking to inspire and mobilize their people” 

(Rahman 75). This highlights the enduring relevance of his rhetorical strategies. Karim emphasizes, 

“Bangabandhu’s approach to leadership through empowerment and unity is a valuable template for 

contemporary political and social movements” (Karim 52). 

 

Conclusion 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 7th March 1971 speech is a seminal example of effective 

political rhetoric. Through emotional appeals, strategic goal-setting, and the construction of a unified 

communal identity, he inspired and mobilized the Bengali people towards independence. His speech, 

analyzed through the lens of C.R. Snyder’s Hope Theory, demonstrates the transformative power of hope-

infused rhetoric in fostering resilience, unity, and collective action. 

The key findings of this analysis underscore the critical role of emotional resonance, historical context, 

and inclusive rhetoric in achieving socio-political goals. Bangabandhu’s speech not only provided a clear 

roadmap for independence but also fortified the psychological resilience and agency of his audience. The 

effectiveness of Bangabandhu’s speech in instilling hope and mobilizing the Bengali people offers 

valuable lessons for modern leaders and activists. Future research can further explore the applications of 

Hope Theory in political oratory, examining how these principles can be adapted to contemporary political 

contexts to inspire and mobilize populations effectively. 
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