m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

Pedagogy of the Oppressed and Deschooling
Society: A Comparative Analysis

Alina Goperma Sherpa

Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Satyapriya Roy College of Education, Kolkata, West
Bengal

Abstract

This article compares Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of the Oppressed and lvan lIllich's Deschooling Society.
Both texts present critical analyses of conventional educational systems, highlighting the significance of
liberation and empowerment. While Freire emphasizes the transformation of consciousness through
dialogue and critical reflection, Illich advocates for the eradication of mandatory schooling entirely. The
article investigates the similarities and disparities between these two prominent works, analyzing their
critiques of institutional education, their envisioned alternatives to traditional learning models, and their
potential contributions to social change. By juxtaposing these viewpoints, the article adds to ongoing
discourse about education’s role in nurturing critical consciousness and human agency.
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Introduction

Paulo Freire's "Pedagogy of the Oppressed” and Ivan lllich's "Deschooling Society™" are two essential
works in the realm of education and social critique. Both of these texts provide profound critiques of
conventional educational systems and propose innovative alternatives. Although their approaches vary
considerably, they share a common objective: to free individuals from oppressive structures and empower
them to determine their own futures.

Pedagogy of the Oppressed: Liberation through Dialogue

The work of Paulo Freire, "Pedagogy of the Oppressed,” presents a compelling critique of the "banking"
model of education, which entails depositing knowledge into passive students, much like money in a bank.
This approach, as per Freire, perpetuates the oppression of marginalized groups by denying them the
opportunity to engage critically with their world.

The core of Freire's pedagogy is the concept of "conscientizacdo," or critical consciousness, which is
fostered through dialogue and problem-posing. Through reflection on their experiences, identification of
oppressive structures, and collective action towards liberation, individuals who are marginalized can
become agents of change instead of passive recipients of knowledge.

Freire's humanist work emphasizes the dignity and potential of all individuals, stressing the significance
of centering the experiences and perspectives of the oppressed. This vision of education as a transformative
force for social justice is at the heart of his pedagogy.
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Deschooling Society: Beyond Institutionalization

The text in question asserts that Ivan Illich's Deschooling Society adopts a more extreme stance by
advocating for the complete eradication of mandatory education. Illich contends that educational
institutions have become mechanisms of social control, standardizing individuals and preparing them for
roles within a hierarchical society.

As an alternative to conventional education, Illich proposes a "learning web," a decentralized network that
would allow individuals to access knowledge and skills through various resources, including peer-to-peer
learning, apprenticeships, and self-directed study. By doing away with the exclusive authority of
institutional education, Illich believes that individuals would be free to explore their own interests and
fully develop their potential.

Critics frequently accuse Deschooling Society of being overly idealistic and impractical, but it presents a
stimulating challenge to conventional education ideas. Illich's emphasis on lifelong learning and individual
agency is consistent with contemporary discussions about the future of education.

Comparative Analysis of the Texts

In the teachings of Freire, the concept of "conscientizagdo” or critical awareness is central. According to
his theory, education serves as a means of liberation, enabling individuals to examine their circumstances,
challenge established power structures, and collaborate towards emancipation. The core of Freire's
methodology is dialogue, where both instructors and students engage in a reciprocal process of knowledge
creation. On the other hand, Illich's Deschooling Society advocates for a radical change in the education
system, calling for the elimination of mandatory education altogether. He argues that formal education
homogenizes individuals, hinders their creativity, and perpetuates societal inequality. In Illich's ideal
society, education would occur spontaneously through self-directed inquiry, apprenticeships, and informal
networks.

Although both Freire and Illich share the objective of human liberation, their approaches to achieving this
goal differ significantly. While lllich's deschooling proposal represents a more disruptive, radical
approach, Freire's emphasis on discussion and collective action aligns with a more gradualist strategy for
bringing about social change. Despite their divergent views, both thinkers provide valuable critiques of
conventional education and contribute to ongoing discussions surrounding the role of education in
contemporary society. A comparison of these two pieces shows how intricately individual agency and
structural change interact. While Illich emphasizes deschooling, Freire's pedagogy emphasizes the value
of critical consciousness and group action, emphasizing the necessity of tearing down repressive
institutions. By contrasting these viewpoints, we can better grasp the opportunities and difficulties
involved in turning education into a really liberating force.

In the end, the decision between adopting Freire's and Illich's perspectives will be dictated by specific
historical and cultural circumstances. Nonetheless, these books offer critical frameworks for reflecting on
contemporary educational systems and envisioning more equitable and effective alternatives. Both Illich
and Freire are deeply committed to human liberation and social justice, and they both argue against
education’s role in perpetuating oppressive power structures and in favour of more participatory and
empowering approaches to teaching.

While their methods differ, Freire focuses on fostering awareness through dialogue and critical thinking,
while Illich seeks to dismantle the educational system as a whole. Illich's work is more theoretical and
imaginative than Freire's, which is rooted in practical experience. It is essential to recognize that these two
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thinkers' ideas do not contradict each other. Illich's theories can guide comprehensive educational reforms,
while Freire's pedagogy can be applied within existing school structures. In fact, these scholars provide
inspiration for numerous modern educational initiatives.

Relevance for Education System in India

The works "Pedagogy of the Oppressed” and "Deschooling Society" provide insightful and potential
solutions to address the challenges faced by the education systems in India, such as:

Inequality in Education: The education system often perpetuates existing social disparities. Freire's
emphasis on critical consciousness and empowering marginalized communities can help address this issue.
Rote Learning and Lack of Critical Thinking: Traditional teaching methods often prioritize memorization
over understanding. Freire's dialogic approach and Illich's call for self-directed learning can foster deeper
critical thinking skills.

Overreliance on Formal Institutions: Many developing countries have limited access to quality schools.
Illich's concept of deschooling can inspire alternative approaches to education and learning.

Need for Lifelong Learning: The rapidly changing world necessitates continuous learning and adaptation.
Ilich's vision of lifelong learning is crucial for addressing the evolving needs of the workforce.

Conclusion

Paulo Freire's "Pedagogy of the Oppressed™ and Ivan Illich's "Deschooling Society" critique traditional
educational systems and suggest innovative alternatives to empower individuals. Freire emphasizes
""conscientizacdo™ or critical consciousness through dialogue and problem-posing, enabling marginalized
groups to become change agents rather than passive knowledge recipients. Illich, however, advocates for
eliminating mandatory education in favour of a decentralized network offering knowledge and skills
through peer learning, apprenticeships, and self-directed study. He argues that formal education
homogenizes individuals, stifles creativity, and perpetuates inequality. Despite their differing approaches,
both Freire and Illich provide critical insights for addressing educational issues, particularly in developing
countries like India, where challenges include educational inequality, rote learning, lack of critical
thinking, dependence on formal institutions, and the need for lifelong learning.
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