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Abstract 

The India-Bangladesh conflict primarily revolves around historical, territorial and resource-related 

disputes that have shaped the bilateral relationship between the two neighbouring South Asian countries. 

Emerging from the Partition of British India in 1947 and the subsequent creation of East Pakistan (now 

Bangladesh), tensions escalated during the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War, which resulted in 

Bangladesh's independence with Indian military support. 

Key areas of conflict have included the demarcation of borders, particularly over the disputed enclaves, 

the maritime boundary in the Bay of Bengal, and the sharing of transboundary river waters, such as the 

Ganges and the Teesta. While the Land Boundary Agreement of 2015 resolved several border issues, the 

water-sharing disputes remain unresolved, particularly concerning the Teesta River, which is critical to 

Bangladesh’s agriculture. 

Additionally, non-traditional security concerns such as illegal migration, cross-border insurgencies, and 

trafficking continue to challenge bilateral relations. Nevertheless, India and Bangladesh have strengthened 

their cooperation in recent years, particularly in trade, energy and regional security, while both countries 

seek to balance their national interests within a framework of diplomacy and economic interdependence. 

This overview highlights that while conflict persists in certain areas, India and Bangladesh have made 

significant strides in resolving disputes and fostering collaboration, although challenges remain in 

ensuring equitable resource distribution and addressing mutual security concerns. 

 

Introduction:  

The India-Bangladesh conflict, rooted in historical, political, and cultural complexities, has been shaped 

by a series of territorial, economic, and human rights issues. This conflict, which traces its origins back to 

the partition of British India in 1947 and the subsequent creation of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), has 

evolved through several phases, including the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. Key areas of contention 

have included border disputes, the sharing of river waters, illegal migration, and cross-border terrorism. 

Despite periods of tension, both nations have also worked towards resolving disputes through diplomatic 

negotiations, showcasing a dynamic interplay between conflict and cooperation. 

 

Historical Background:  

The historical background of the India-Bangladesh conflict is deeply intertwined with the partition of 

British India in 1947. This partition led to the creation of two separate states: India and Pakistan, with 

Pakistan comprising West Pakistan (present-day Pakistan) and East Pakistan (present-day Bangladesh). 

The geographical separation and cultural differences between East and West Pakistan eventually led to 

significant political and economic disparities. 
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Partition and Initial Tensions 

1. Partition of 1947: The partition created a complex and often contentious border between India and 

East Pakistan. The Radcliffe Line, which demarcated the boundary, left several enclaves and areas of 

disputed territory, leading to initial tensions. 

2. Language Movement in East Pakistan: In the early 1950s, the imposition of Urdu as the national 

language by West Pakistan sparked protests in East Pakistan, where Bengali was the predominant 

language. This movement marked the beginning of political dissent in East Pakistan. 

1. Path to Independence 

2. Economic Disparities and Political Marginalization: Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, East 

Pakistan faced economic neglect and political marginalization from the central government in West 

Pakistan, fuelling widespread discontent. 

3. Six-Point Movement: In 1966, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, a prominent leader from East Pakistan, 

presented the Six-Point Movement demanding greater autonomy for East Pakistan. This movement 

gained significant support and highlighted the growing desire for self-rule. 

4. Bangladesh Liberation War 

5. 1970 General Elections: The 1970 general elections saw the Awami League, led by Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman, winning a majority in East Pakistan. However, the central government in West Pakistan was 

reluctant to transfer power, leading to political deadlock. 

6. Operation Searchlight: On March 25, 1971, the Pakistani military launched Operation Searchlight, a 

brutal crackdown on Bengali nationalists in East Pakistan. This led to widespread atrocities and a 

humanitarian crisis. 

7. India's Involvement: As the conflict escalated, millions of refugees fled to India, putting immense 

pressure on the Indian government. India, under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, provided support to 

the Mukti Bahini (Bangladeshi freedom fighters) and eventually intervened militarily in December 

1971. 

8. Independence of Bangladesh: The Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 culminated in the creation of an 

independent Bangladesh on December 16, 1971, following the surrender of Pakistani forces in Dhaka. 

9. Post-Independence Issues 

10. Border Disputes: After independence, India and Bangladesh inherited unresolved border issues, 

including the presence of numerous enclaves and adverse possessions. 

11. Water Sharing and Economic Disputes: The sharing of river waters, particularly the Ganges and 

Teesta rivers, has been a contentious issue, affecting agriculture and livelihoods in both countries. 

12. Illegal Migration and Cross-Border Terrorism: Issues such as illegal migration, cross-border 

terrorism, and smuggling have further complicated relations, leading to periodic diplomatic and 

military tensions. 

Despite these challenges, both countries have made efforts to resolve disputes through diplomatic means, 

and there have been periods of significant cooperation, particularly in trade and cultural exchange. The 

India-Bangladesh conflict remains a testament to the complex interplay of historical legacies and 

contemporary geopolitical dynamics. 

 

Reasons Behind India-Bangladesh Conflict:  

The India-Bangladesh conflict arises from a variety of historical, political, and socio-economic factors. 

These reasons can be broadly categorized into territorial disputes, water resource management, migration 
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issues, and security concerns. Each of these factors has contributed to the complexities and tensions in 

bilateral relations. 

1. Territorial Disputes 

Border Demarcation and Enclaves: 

a. The Radcliffe Line, drawn during the partition of British India in 1947, left several enclaves and 

unmarked borders, leading to disputes. 

b. Enclaves, small pockets of land surrounded by the other country's territory, created administrative and 

legal complications. 

c. The signing of the Land Boundary Agreement in 2015 aimed to resolve these disputes, but issues 

remain. 

2. Water Resource Management 

Sharing of River Waters: 

a. The Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna river system flows through both India and Bangladesh, making 

water sharing a critical issue. 

b. The Ganges Water Treaty, signed in 1996, governs the sharing of Ganges waters, but disputes persist, 

especially during dry seasons. 

c. The Teesta River, another significant water source, remains a contentious issue, with Bangladesh 

seeking a more equitable distribution. 

3. Migration Issues 

Illegal Migration: 

a. The porous border between India and Bangladesh has led to significant illegal migration, particularly 

from Bangladesh to India's northeastern states. 

b. This migration has caused demographic changes, economic strain, and social tensions in the affected 

regions. 

c. India has taken measures to secure its borders, including the construction of a border fence, but the 

issue persists. 

4. Security Concerns 

Cross-Border Terrorism and Insurgency: 

a. Insurgent groups in India's northeastern states have historically found refuge in Bangladesh, 

complicating bilateral relations. 

b. Cross-border smuggling of goods, arms, and narcotics has also been a major concern. 

c. Both countries have engaged in joint efforts to combat terrorism and insurgency, but sporadic incidents 

continue to strain relations. 

5. Historical and Political Factors 

Bangladesh Liberation War: 

a. The legacy of the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War, in which India played a significant role in 

supporting Bangladesh's independence from Pakistan, continues to influence relations. 

b. While this intervention established a strong initial bond, subsequent political changes and national 

interests have led to periodic tensions. 

6. Economic and Trade Issues 

Trade Imbalances: 

a. Economic relations between India and Bangladesh have been marked by trade imbalances, with India  

exporting more to Bangladesh than it imports. 
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b. Bangladesh has raised concerns over tariff and non-tariff barriers imposed by India, affecting its 

exports. 

c. Both countries have engaged in negotiations to address these imbalances and enhance bilateral trade. 

7. Ethnic and Cultural Factors 

Rohingya Refugee Crisis: 

a. The influx of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar into Bangladesh has had indirect implications for 

India-Bangladesh relations. 

b. India has provided humanitarian aid to Bangladesh for handling the crisis, but concerns over potential 

spillover of refugees into India add to the complexity. 

Despite these challenges, both India and Bangladesh have shown a commitment to resolving disputes 

through diplomatic channels and enhancing cooperation in various fields, including trade, connectivity, 

and security. The bilateral relationship remains dynamic, shaped by a mix of conflict and collaboration. 

 

Consequences of India-Bangladesh Conflict:  

The India-Bangladesh conflict has had far-reaching consequences for both countries, impacting their 

socio-economic development, political stability, and regional security. The consequences can be 

categorized into several areas: 

1. Humanitarian Impact 

Displacement and Refugee Crisis: The conflict, especially during the Bangladesh Liberation War of 

1971, led to massive displacement and a refugee crisis. Millions of Bangladeshis fled to India, creating 

significant humanitarian and logistical challenges. 

Human Rights Violations: Both during the 1971 war and in subsequent conflicts, there have been reports 

of human rights violations, including atrocities committed during the military crackdown by Pakistan in 

East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). 

2. Economic Impact 

Trade Disruptions: Tensions between the two countries have periodically disrupted trade, affecting 

economic growth. Border disputes and security concerns have led to delays and restrictions on the 

movement of goods. 

Economic Strain from Refugees: The influx of refugees during the 1971 war placed a significant 

economic burden on India, straining resources and infrastructure in border regions. 

3. Political and Diplomatic Consequences 

Strained Bilateral Relations: Persistent issues such as border disputes, water sharing, and migration have 

periodically strained diplomatic relations. Despite efforts to resolve these issues, mutual distrust and 

political disagreements continue to pose challenges. 

Regional Alliances and Diplomacy: The conflict has influenced regional alliances and diplomatic 

strategies. For instance, India's support for Bangladesh's independence improved its regional standing, but 

also complicated its relations with Pakistan and China. 

4. Security Concerns 

Insurgency and Militancy: Cross-border insurgency and militancy have been major security concerns. 

Insurgent groups in India's northeastern states have sometimes found refuge in Bangladesh, leading to 

military and intelligence cooperation between the two countries. 

Border Security Issues: The porous border has led to issues such as smuggling, human trafficking, and 

illegal migration, necessitating enhanced border security measures. 
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5. Environmental Consequences 

Water Sharing Disputes: Conflicts over the sharing of river waters, especially from the Ganges and 

Teesta rivers, have had environmental and agricultural impacts. Inadequate water management can lead to 

droughts, floods, and soil erosion, affecting both countries' ecosystems and agricultural productivity. 

Environmental Degradation: Refugee influxes and border conflicts can lead to deforestation and other 

forms of environmental degradation as displaced populations settle in border areas. 

6. Social and Cultural Impact 

Ethnic and Cultural Tensions: The conflict has exacerbated ethnic and cultural tensions, particularly in 

India's northeastern states, where demographic changes due to migration have led to social unrest. 

National Identity and Patriotism: Both countries have used the conflict to foster national identity and 

patriotism. In Bangladesh, the liberation struggle is a key component of national identity, while in India, 

support for Bangladesh's independence is seen as a significant achievement in its foreign policy. 

7. Impact on Regional Stability 

South Asian Geopolitics: The India-Bangladesh conflict has had broader implications for South Asian 

geopolitics, influencing the dynamics between India, Pakistan, and other neighbouring countries. It has 

also impacted India's role in regional organizations like SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation). 

Peace and Cooperation Initiatives: Despite the conflict, there have been significant efforts towards peace 

and cooperation. Agreements on border demarcation, water sharing, and counter-terrorism have been steps 

towards building a more stable relationship. 

8. Developmental Challenges 

Infrastructure and Development Projects: Border conflicts and security concerns have sometimes 

delayed infrastructure and development projects in border areas. Both countries have worked on enhancing 

connectivity and trade through initiatives like the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) initiative. 

Aid and Reconstruction: India's role in Bangladesh's reconstruction post-1971 war and subsequent 

developmental aid has been significant, reflecting the complex interplay of conflict and cooperation. 

Overall, the India-Bangladesh conflict has had multifaceted consequences, shaping the political, 

economic, and social landscapes of both countries and the broader South Asian region. Efforts to address 

these issues continue to be crucial for regional stability and development. 

 

Present Scenario:  

The present scenario of the India-Bangladesh conflict is characterized by a mix of cooperation and ongoing 

challenges. Both countries have made significant strides in resolving historical disputes and enhancing 

bilateral relations, but certain issues still persist. Here is an overview of the current situation: 

1. Diplomatic Relations 

Strong Bilateral Ties: India and Bangladesh enjoy relatively strong diplomatic ties. High-level visits and 

bilateral meetings are frequent, reflecting a commitment to cooperation on various fronts, including trade, 

security, and cultural exchange. 

Strategic Partnerships: Both countries have strategic partnerships in areas such as defence, 

infrastructure, and regional connectivity. India has been a key partner in several development projects in 

Bangladesh, including power plants, transportation infrastructure, and technological initiatives. 

2. Economic and Trade Relations 

Trade Growth: Bilateral trade has seen substantial growth. India is one of Bangladesh’s largest trading  
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partners, and Bangladesh is India’s biggest trade partner in South Asia. Both countries are working on 

further enhancing trade relations through measures like reducing tariff barriers and improving trade 

logistics. 

Connectivity Projects: Several connectivity projects, such as road, rail, and port linkages, are in progress 

to boost economic ties. The Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) initiative aims to facilitate seamless 

movement of goods and people across these countries. 

3. Border and Security Issues 

Border Management: While major border disputes have been resolved, border management remains a 

challenge. Both countries have worked on enhancing border security to prevent illegal activities like 

smuggling and human trafficking. The completion of the India-Bangladesh border fence is aimed at 

curbing illegal migration. 

Insurgency and Terrorism: Cooperation on counter-terrorism has improved, with both countries 

conducting joint operations against insurgent groups and sharing intelligence. However, sporadic incidents 

of cross-border terrorism and insurgency continue to pose challenges. 

4. Water Sharing Disputes 

Teesta River Issue: The sharing of the Teesta River waters remains unresolved. While both countries have 

made some progress in negotiations, a comprehensive agreement has yet to be reached. This issue 

continues to affect bilateral relations, especially during dry seasons. 

Joint River Management: There have been efforts to jointly manage shared river systems to address 

concerns related to water availability and environmental impact. The Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) 

serves as a platform for dialogue and cooperation on water-sharing issues. 

5. Migration and Refugee Issues 

Illegal Migration: Illegal migration from Bangladesh to India remains a contentious issue, particularly in 

India's northeastern states. Measures to secure the border and address demographic changes are ongoing. 

Rohingya Crisis: The Rohingya refugee crisis has indirect implications for India-Bangladesh relations. 

Bangladesh hosts a large number of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar, and India has provided 

humanitarian aid to Bangladesh to support these refugees. 

6. Cultural and People-to-People Ties 

Cultural Exchanges: Cultural exchanges and people-to-people contacts have increased, fostering better 

understanding and goodwill between the two countries. Educational exchanges, tourism, and cultural 

programs are key areas of cooperation. 

Visa Policies: Easing visa policies has facilitated greater movement of people between India and 

Bangladesh, promoting tourism, business, and cultural ties. 

7. Environmental and Climate Cooperation 

Climate Change: Both countries are vulnerable to climate change impacts, such as rising sea levels and 

increased frequency of natural disasters. Collaborative efforts are being made to address these challenges 

through joint projects and sharing best practices. 

Environmental Protection: Efforts to protect shared ecosystems, such as the Sundarbans mangrove 

forest, are ongoing. Joint initiatives aim to preserve biodiversity and promote sustainable development. 

8. Regional and International Cooperation 

Regional Forums: India and Bangladesh actively participate in regional forums like the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). These platforms provide opportunities for dialogue  
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and collaboration on regional issues. 

International Relations: Both countries engage in diplomatic efforts to address global challenges and 

enhance their international standing. Cooperation on issues like counter-terrorism, climate change, and 

sustainable development reflects their shared interests on the global stage. 

Overall, while India and Bangladesh have made significant progress in strengthening their bilateral 

relations, ongoing challenges such as border management, water sharing, and migration continue to 

require careful negotiation and cooperation. The relationship remains dynamic, with both conflict and 

collaboration shaping the present scenario. 

 

U.N.O and India-Bangladesh Conflict:  

The United Nations (UN) has played various roles in addressing aspects of the India-Bangladesh conflict, 

especially during critical periods like the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971 and in ongoing humanitarian 

and developmental issues. Here is a look at the involvement and influence of the UN in the context of the 

India-Bangladesh conflict: 

1. Bangladesh Liberation War (1971) 

Humanitarian Crisis: The conflict leading to Bangladesh's independence from Pakistan in 1971 resulted 

in a massive humanitarian crisis, with millions of refugees fleeing to India. The UN, particularly the UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), played a significant role in providing aid and relief to these 

refugees. 

International Diplomacy: India sought international support for the independence movement in East 

Pakistan (Bangladesh). While the UN Security Council debated the crisis, geopolitical tensions during the 

Cold War influenced the proceedings. The UN eventually recognized Bangladesh as an independent nation 

after the war ended. 

Human Rights Violations: Reports of widespread atrocities and human rights violations during the 

conflict led to calls for international intervention. The UN's involvement helped highlight these issues on 

the global stage, although direct intervention was limited. 

2. Post-Independence Reconstruction and Development 

UN Agencies' Assistance: Post-independence, various UN agencies, including the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), World Health Organization (WHO), and the United Nations Children's 

Fund (UNICEF), have been active in Bangladesh, assisting in reconstruction, health, education, and 

economic development. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Both India and Bangladesh are committed to achieving the 

UN's Sustainable Development Goals. Collaborative projects, often supported by the UN, focus on poverty 

reduction, healthcare, education, and environmental sustainability. 

3. Border and Migration Issues 

Human Rights Monitoring: The UN has been involved in monitoring human rights situations related to 

border disputes and migration issues between India and Bangladesh. This includes addressing the rights 

and welfare of refugees and migrants. 

Rohingya Refugee Crisis: The UN has played a significant role in addressing the Rohingya refugee crisis, 

which has had indirect implications for India-Bangladesh relations. The UNHCR and other UN agencies 

provide essential support to Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, and India has contributed humanitarian aid 

to these efforts. 
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4. Water Sharing and Environmental Concerns 

Water Management Initiatives: The UN has facilitated dialogue and cooperation on transboundary water 

management issues. Both India and Bangladesh participate in UN-led initiatives aimed at sustainable 

water management and addressing climate change impacts. 

Environmental Protection: UN agencies support joint environmental protection efforts, such as the 

preservation of the Sundarbans, a critical mangrove forest area shared by both countries. These initiatives 

focus on biodiversity conservation and climate resilience. 

5. Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding 

Mediation and Dialogue: While the UN has not directly mediated the India-Bangladesh conflict, it has 

provided platforms for dialogue and encouraged peaceful resolution of disputes through diplomatic means. 

Peacebuilding Programs: UN-supported peacebuilding programs in the region aim to address root causes 

of conflict, promote social cohesion, and enhance governance structures. These efforts contribute to long-

term stability and cooperation. 

6. Regional Cooperation 

SAARC and BIMSTEC: The UN supports regional cooperation frameworks like the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). These platforms facilitate dialogue and cooperation 

on regional issues, including those affecting India and Bangladesh. 

Capacity Building: UN initiatives often focus on capacity building for regional cooperation, providing 

technical assistance and expertise to enhance regional governance and collaborative efforts. 

7. Human Rights Advocacy 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR): Both India and Bangladesh undergo the Universal Periodic Review 

by the UN Human Rights Council. This process involves reviewing human rights practices and making 

recommendations, some of which pertain to issues arising from their bilateral relations, such as treatment 

of migrants and refugees. 

Civil Society Engagement: The UN engages with civil society organizations in both countries to promote 

human rights, social justice, and inclusive development. This engagement helps address issues related to 

the conflict and fosters greater understanding and cooperation. 

In summary, the UN's involvement in the India-Bangladesh conflict has been multifaceted, ranging from 

humanitarian assistance and human rights advocacy to facilitating regional cooperation and sustainable 

development. While direct intervention in bilateral disputes has been limited, the UN's broader initiatives 

contribute to addressing underlying issues and promoting peace and stability in the region. 

 

Present Perspectives:  

The present perspectives on the India-Bangladesh conflict are shaped by a combination of historical 

context, current geopolitical dynamics, and emerging opportunities for cooperation. Here is an overview 

of the key perspectives influencing the relationship today: 

1. Governmental Perspectives 

India: 

Strategic Partnership: The Indian government views its relationship with Bangladesh as a strategic 

partnership crucial for regional stability and economic growth. India aims to strengthen bilateral ties 

through trade, connectivity projects, and defence cooperation. 

Border Security: Securing the long and porous border is a priority, with efforts focused on curbing illegal  
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migration, smuggling, and cross-border terrorism. The completion of the border fence is seen as vital for 

national security. 

Water Sharing: India recognizes the importance of resolving water-sharing disputes, particularly 

concerning the Teesta River, but domestic political considerations make reaching an agreement 

challenging. 

Bangladesh: 

Economic Growth: The Bangladeshi government prioritizes economic growth and views India as a key 

trade partner. Enhancing infrastructure, energy cooperation, and access to Indian markets are critical goals. 

Migration Issues: Bangladesh seeks a balanced approach to addressing migration issues, emphasizing the 

need for humane treatment of migrants and equitable solutions to cross-border movement. 

Water Rights: Water-sharing remains a sensitive issue, with Bangladesh advocating for fair and equitable 

distribution of transboundary river waters, essential for agriculture and livelihoods. 

2. Public and Civil Society Perspectives 

India: 

National Security Concerns: There is significant public support for strong border controls to prevent 

illegal migration and maintain national security. Issues of demographic changes and cultural impact in 

border states are contentious. 

Cultural and Economic Ties: Many in India support enhancing cultural and economic ties with 

Bangladesh, recognizing the potential for mutual benefits in trade, tourism, and cultural exchanges. 

Bangladesh: 

Economic Aspirations: The public in Bangladesh largely supports efforts to strengthen economic ties 

with India, seeing it as an opportunity for job creation and economic development. 

Sovereignty and Fair Treatment: There is a strong desire for respect for Bangladesh’s sovereignty and 

fair treatment in bilateral agreements, especially concerning water sharing and migration. 

3. Geopolitical and Regional Perspectives 

Regional Stability: Both countries recognize the importance of maintaining regional stability. 

Cooperation through platforms like SAARC and BIMSTEC is seen as essential for addressing shared 

challenges such as terrorism, climate change, and economic development. 

China’s Influence: China’s growing influence in South Asia is a factor in India-Bangladesh relations. 

Bangladesh’s engagement with China for infrastructure and development projects adds a layer of 

complexity to its relations with India. 

U.S. and Global Engagement: Both India and Bangladesh engage with the United States and other global 

powers to balance regional dynamics and leverage international support for their development and security 

goals. 

4. Economic and Trade Perspectives 

Trade Imbalances: Addressing trade imbalances remains a focus. India exports significantly more to 

Bangladesh than it imports, leading to calls for more equitable trade practices. 

Connectivity Projects: Ongoing and proposed connectivity projects, such as road, rail, and maritime 

links, are viewed positively as means to boost bilateral trade and regional integration. 

5. Environmental and Climate Perspectives 

Climate Change Cooperation: Both countries are vulnerable to climate change impacts. Joint efforts to 

manage water resources, protect shared ecosystems like the Sundarbans, and mitigate climate risks are 

seen as crucial. 
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Sustainable Development: There is a shared commitment to achieving the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), with cooperation in areas like renewable energy, disaster management, and 

sustainable agriculture. 

6. Security and Defence Perspectives 

Counter-Terrorism: Enhanced cooperation in counter-terrorism efforts is a priority. Both countries work 

together to combat insurgent groups and share intelligence to prevent cross-border terrorism. 

Defence Cooperation: India and Bangladesh have increased their defence cooperation, including joint 

military exercises, training programs, and defence technology transfers. 

 

Tentative Suggestions to Mitigate India-Bangladesh Conflict:  

Mitigating the India-Bangladesh conflict requires a multi-faceted approach addressing historical 

grievances, ongoing disputes, and fostering stronger bilateral cooperation. Here are some tentative 

suggestions: 

1. Enhanced Diplomatic Engagement 

Regular High-Level Dialogues: Establish a mechanism for regular high-level dialogues to address 

bilateral issues, ensuring continuous communication and swift resolution of emerging disputes. 

Special Envoys: Appoint special envoys from both countries dedicated to handling sensitive bilateral 

issues like border disputes, water sharing, and migration. 

2. Border Management and Security Cooperation 

Joint Border Patrols: Implement joint border patrols and coordinated security measures to reduce illegal 

activities and enhance trust between border security forces. 

Border Infrastructure: Invest in improved border infrastructure, including better fencing, surveillance 

systems, and border checkpoints, to facilitate legal cross-border movement and trade. 

3. Water Sharing Agreements 

Teesta River Agreement: Prioritize reaching a fair and equitable agreement on the sharing of Teesta River 

waters. This could involve a scientific assessment of water needs and availability, and joint management 

plans during dry seasons. 

Joint River Commission: Strengthen the Joint Rivers Commission to ensure effective management of all 

shared water resources, with regular meetings and transparent data sharing on water flow and usage. 

4. Economic Cooperation and Trade Balance 

Trade Facilitation: Reduce tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade, simplify customs procedures, and 

improve logistics to facilitate smoother bilateral trade. 

Special Economic Zones (SEZs): Establish cross-border Special Economic Zones to promote joint 

ventures and investment in key sectors like manufacturing, textiles, and technology. 

5. Migration and Humanitarian Issues 

Comprehensive Migration Policy: Develop a comprehensive bilateral migration policy that addresses 

legal migration, protection of migrant rights, and repatriation processes for illegal migrants. 

Refugee Management: Collaborate on managing the Rohingya refugee crisis, with India providing 

support to Bangladesh in terms of humanitarian aid and advocacy for international assistance. 

6. Cultural and People-to-People Exchanges 

Educational and Cultural Programs: Promote educational and cultural exchange programs, including 

scholarships, cultural festivals, and joint research projects, to enhance mutual understanding and goodwill. 
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Visa Liberalization: Further liberalize visa regimes to facilitate easier travel for business, tourism, and 

cultural exchanges, strengthening people-to-people ties. 

7. Environmental and Climate Cooperation 

Joint Environmental Initiatives: Collaborate on environmental protection projects, such as the 

conservation of the Sundarbans, and joint efforts to combat climate change impacts. 

Disaster Management: Establish joint disaster management frameworks to respond effectively to natural 

disasters, leveraging resources and expertise from both countries. 

8. Regional and International Cooperation 

Regional Platforms: Utilize regional platforms like SAARC and BIMSTEC to address bilateral issues 

within a broader regional context, fostering cooperative solutions. 

Third-Party Mediation: Consider third-party mediation or facilitation by trusted international 

organizations or countries for particularly intractable disputes, ensuring a neutral perspective in conflict 

resolution. 

9. Defence and Security Collaboration 

Joint Military Exercises: Increase the frequency and scope of joint military exercises to build trust and 

enhance operational coordination between the armed forces. 

Counter-Terrorism Efforts: Strengthen cooperation in counter-terrorism, including intelligence sharing, 

joint operations against insurgent groups, and capacity-building initiatives. 

10. Sustainable Development Initiatives 

Collaborative Projects: Launch collaborative projects aimed at achieving Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), focusing on areas like renewable energy, healthcare, education, and poverty alleviation. 

Infrastructure Development: Jointly develop infrastructure projects that benefit both countries, such as 

transboundary transportation networks and energy grids. 

Implementing these suggestions requires strong political will, continuous dialogue, and a commitment to 

mutual respect and cooperation. By addressing the root causes of conflict and leveraging opportunities for 

collaboration, India and Bangladesh can work towards a more stable and prosperous bilateral relationship. 

 

Future Prospects: 

The future prospects of the India-Bangladesh conflict will likely be influenced by several factors, 

including geopolitical dynamics, domestic politics, economic interdependence, and regional cooperation. 

Here are some key aspects that could shape the future of this bilateral relationship: 

1. Geopolitical Dynamics 

China's Influence: As China continues to expand its presence in South Asia through initiatives like the 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), both India and Bangladesh will need to navigate their respective 

relationships with Beijing. Bangladesh's engagement with China for infrastructure development could 

impact its ties with India, necessitating a careful balance. 

US and Global Relations: The involvement of the United States and other global powers in South Asia 

will also play a role. Both India and Bangladesh may leverage their relationships with these powers to 

bolster their strategic positions and address bilateral issues. 

2. Domestic Politics 

Political Stability: The internal political stability of both countries will influence their ability to manage 

bilateral relations. Stable governments in India and Bangladesh are more likely to engage in constructive 

dialogue and implement long-term agreements. 
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Public Sentiment: Nationalist sentiments and public opinion in both countries can impact diplomatic 

efforts. Leaders will need to manage domestic perceptions while pursuing cooperative policies. 

3. Economic Interdependence 

Trade and Investment: Economic interdependence will continue to grow as both countries seek to 

enhance trade and investment ties. Successful implementation of connectivity projects and trade 

facilitation measures will strengthen economic linkages and reduce conflict. 

Joint Economic Initiatives: Collaborative economic initiatives, such as cross-border special economic 

zones and joint ventures, will foster greater economic integration and mutual benefits. 

4. Regional Cooperation 

SAARC and BIMSTEC: Effective use of regional platforms like SAARC and BIMSTEC can help 

address bilateral issues within a broader regional framework. These organizations provide opportunities 

for dialogue, cooperation, and conflict resolution. 

BBIN Initiative: The Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) initiative offers prospects for enhanced 

regional connectivity and cooperation, benefiting all participating countries and fostering stability. 

5. Water Sharing and Environmental Cooperation 

Water Management Agreements: Reaching comprehensive agreements on water sharing, particularly 

regarding the Teesta River, will be crucial. Sustainable management of shared water resources will prevent 

conflicts and ensure mutual benefits. 

Climate Change Adaptation: Joint efforts to address climate change impacts, such as rising sea levels 

and increased frequency of natural disasters, will be essential. Collaborative environmental initiatives will 

promote resilience and sustainable development. 

6. Security and Border Management 

Counter-Terrorism Cooperation: Enhanced cooperation in counter-terrorism efforts, including 

intelligence sharing and joint operations, will be critical to maintaining security and stability in the region. 

Border Management: Continued efforts to secure the border, prevent illegal activities, and facilitate legal 

cross-border movement will improve bilateral relations and reduce tensions. 

7. Cultural and People-to-People Ties 

Cultural Exchanges: Promoting cultural exchanges, educational programs, and tourism will strengthen 

people-to-people ties and foster mutual understanding. 

Visa Liberalization: Further liberalizing visa regimes to facilitate easier travel for business, tourism, and 

cultural exchanges will enhance connectivity and goodwill. 

8. Humanitarian and Migration Issues 

Migration Management: Developing comprehensive policies to manage migration, protect migrant 

rights, and address humanitarian concerns will be essential for maintaining bilateral harmony. 

Refugee Crisis: Collaborative efforts to address the Rohingya refugee crisis, with support from the 

international community, will help mitigate the humanitarian impact and foster regional stability. 

9. Technological and Infrastructure Development 

Technology Collaboration: Joint initiatives in technology and innovation can drive economic growth and 

development, creating new opportunities for cooperation. 

Infrastructure Projects: Continued investment in cross-border infrastructure projects, such as 

transportation networks and energy grids, will enhance connectivity and economic integration. 

10. International Mediation and Support 

Third-Party Mediation: Intractable disputes might benefit from third-party mediation or facilitation by  
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trusted international organizations or countries, ensuring neutral perspectives and constructive solutions. 

International Support: Leveraging international support for development projects, humanitarian aid, and 

conflict resolution efforts will bolster bilateral relations and promote stability. 

 

Summary/Conclusion:  

The India-Bangladesh conflict, historically rooted in issues like border disputes, water sharing, and 

migration, has seen significant improvements through diplomatic efforts and bilateral cooperation. While 

challenges remain, both countries are committed to resolving these issues through dialogue and strategic 

partnerships. The future prospects hinge on effective management of geopolitical dynamics, economic 

interdependence, and regional cooperation. Strengthened by cultural exchanges, security collaboration, 

and environmental initiatives, the relationship between India and Bangladesh holds promise for enhanced 

stability and mutual growth, provided they continue to address ongoing disputes with a cooperative and 

constructive approach. 
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