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Abstract

This study examines the socioeconomic status, cultural practices, and barriers to social mobility within
the Rajbanshi community of Northern West Bengal. The Rajbanshi people, often marginalized by caste
and economic instability, face significant challenges such as limited access to education, inadequate
healthcare, and poor living conditions. The community's reliance on agriculture and seasonal labor
exacerbates economic insecurity. Additionally, caste discrimination further hampers social mobility and
access to opportunities. Despite these difficulties, cultural identity plays a crucial role in maintaining
resilience and social cohesion, with traditional festivals and rituals fostering a sense of belonging.
However, modernization and globalization pose threats to the preservation of these cultural practices,
especially among younger generations. This research explores the intersectionality of socioeconomic
status, cultural heritage, and systemic barriers to mobility, with a focus on the impact of education,
infrastructure, and government welfare schemes. Using a qualitative approach, the study includes semi-
structured interviews with 120 Rajbanshi households from both rural and urban areas. The findings
highlight the community's economic hardships, the importance of cultural traditions, and the systemic
challenges that hinder their access to resources. This research fills a critical gap in the literature by
providing a comprehensive understanding of the Rajbanshi community’s socioeconomic and cultural
dynamics, offering valuable insights for policymakers, NGOs, and community leaders to support social
inclusion and empowerment efforts.

Keyword: Rajbanshi community, Socioeconomic challenges, Cultural identity, Caste discrimination,
Social mobility.

Introduction

The Rajbanshi community, primarily located in the northern regions of West Bengal, India, is a vibrant
ethnic group with a rich cultural heritage and distinct socioeconomic characteristics. Despite their
historical significance and contributions to the region's sociocultural tapestry, the Rajbanshi people face
numerous challenges, particularly concerning their socioeconomic status and access to resources.
Understanding the socioeconomic dynamics of the Rajbanshi community is crucial for several reasons.
Socioeconomic status is a significant determinant of individuals' and communities' quality of life,
influencing access to education, healthcare, employment opportunities, and overall wellbeing.
Additionally, cultural practices and traditions play a vital role in shaping the community's social fabric,
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influencing their identity and interactions with the broader society. Identifying the challenges faced by the
Rajbanshi community can help inform policies aimed at promoting social inclusion and empowerment.
According to the Indian Constitution, the government is committed to ensuring social justice and equality
for all citizens, particularly marginalized communities. The Constitution provides provisions for the
protection and upliftment of Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) through various
affirmative actions. Recent census data and surveys reveal critical insights into the socioeconomic status
of the Rajbanshi community. According to the 2011 Census of India, the Rajbanshi community is
recognized as a Scheduled Caste, qualifying them for various government benefits aimed at improving
their socioeconomic conditions. However, they continue to face significant challenges, including poverty,
limited access to education, and inadequate employment opportunities.

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment's recent survey (2021) indicates that over 60% of
Rajbanshi community members live below the poverty line, with educational attainment
disproportionately low and many children dropping out of school due to financial constraints.

This study aims to conduct an indepth analysis of the Rajbanshi community's socioeconomic status,
cultural practices, and the challenges they encounter in achieving social mobility and accessing
government benefits. Employing a qualitative methodology, supplemented by quantitative data, this
research seeks to explore various aspects of the community's life, including education levels, income
sources, employment status, living conditions, cultural practices, and the barriers they face in accessing
government benefits. By examining these aspects, the research aims to contribute to a better understanding
of the community's needs and inform policymakers in their efforts to promote social equity and inclusion.
Here’s a comparison of the Rajbanshi community with other castes in West Bengal, focusing on key
socioeconomic indicators. This table format can help illustrate differences effectively.

Caste/Community | Scheduled | Population | Literacy | Poverty | Main Access to
Caste (SC) | (2011 Rate (% | Rate Occupations Government
Status Census) (%) Schemes
Rajbanshi Yes 2.4 million | 57.5 60 Agriculture, Limited
Labor, awareness
Handicrafts and access
Brahmins No 1.2 million | 85 15 Education, High access
Administration
Mahishya Yes 1.5 million | 72 45 Agriculture, Moderate
Business access
Mahuas Yes 0.9 million | 54 65 Labor, Fishing | Limited
access
Scheduled Tribes | Yes 10.5 45 70 Agriculture, Varies by
million Forest Products | region

(The socioeconomic status of the Rajbanshi community with other castes in West Bengal, providing

insights into disparities and challenges.)

Notes:

Population Data: Based on the 2011 Census of India. Population estimates may vary in subsequent

surveys.
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Literacy Rate: Represents the percentage of literate individuals in the community.

Poverty Rate: Reflects the percentage of individuals living below the poverty line.

Main Occupations: Highlights predominant occupations within each community.

Access to Government Schemes: Indicates the general level of awareness and access to government
welfare programs.

Literature Review

1. Socioeconomic Status

The socioeconomic status of marginalized communities in India, including the Rajbanshi, has been a
significant area of research. Studies show that marginalized groups face challenges such as lower
educational attainment and limited access to healthcare. For instance, Ramesh (2018) notes that the
Rajbanshi community experiences systemic barriers, including caste discrimination, which exacerbate
their socioeconomic disadvantages.

Banerjee and Duflo, (2019) discuss the reliance of Rajbanshi households on agriculture, often leading to
economic instability due to market fluctuations. Chatterjee (2020) highlights the lack of basic
amenities—Ilike clean water and sanitation—contributing to poor health and low educational outcomes.
Cultural Practices and Traditions

Cultural identity is essential for the Rajbanshi community, serving as a source of resilience and social
cohesion. Mukherjee (2020) emphasizes that traditional rituals and festivals reinforce community bonds.
However, modernization poses threats to these cultural practices, as noted by Ghosh (2018).

Studies by Rao (2020) and Kaur (2019) indicate that preserving cultural heritage can empower
marginalized groups. Festivals and traditional arts play a vital role in maintaining the community's identity
amidst socioeconomic challenges.

2. Challenges in Achieving Social Mobility

The Rajbanshi community faces multiple barriers to social mobility. Research by Dasgupta (2017)
highlights issues like caste discrimination and inadequate education access. A report by the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment (2021) points out bureaucratic inefficiencies that limit the
effectiveness of government welfare schemes.

Kundu and Sharma (2019) discuss the role of education, noting that while it can uplift individuals, many
Rajbanshi children face obstacles such as poor infrastructure and family economic pressures.

3. Intersectionality of Identity

Understanding the Rajbanshi community requires considering various identities, including caste, class,
and gender. Nirmal (2020) argues that traditional gender roles limit educational and employment
opportunities for women, necessitating targeted interventions.

4. Governmental and NGO Interventions

NGOs play a crucial role in addressing the needs of marginalized communities. Sen and Bhat (2018)
evaluate successful initiatives in northern West Bengal, showing how these organizations help bridge gaps
between government policies and community needs.

Local leadership and grassroots movements, as highlighted by Ghosh (2021), are vital for advocating the
rights of marginalized groups and improving access to resources.

Significance of the Study
The significance of this study on the socioeconomic status and cultural life of the Rajbanshi community
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in Northern West Bengal is multifaceted, encompassing social, academic, and policy related implications.
1. Contribution to Academic Knowledge

This research will contribute to providing a comprehensive analysis of their socioeconomic conditions and
cultural practices, the study will fill critical gaps in academic knowledge. It will offer insights into the
unique challenges faced by the Rajbanshi people, facilitating further research in related fields such as
sociology, anthropology, and development studies.

2. Policy Implications

The findings of this study will have practical implications for policymakers and government agencies. By
identifying the socioeconomic challenges and barriers to social mobility faced by the Rajbanshi
community.

3. Cultural Preservation

Understanding the cultural practices and traditions of the Rajbanshi community is vital for efforts aimed
at cultural preservation. This study will highlight the importance of cultural heritage in shaping community
identity and resilience.

4. Community Empowerment

The study aims to empower the Rajbanshi community by providing a platform for their voices and
experiences to be heard. The research will validate the community's experiences and challenges,
potentially galvanizing local leaders and organizations to advocate for their rights and needs.

5. Enhancing Understanding of Marginalization

This research will enhance understanding of the broader dynamics of marginalization in India. By
examining the interplay between socioeconomic status, cultural identity, and systemic challenges.

6. Interdisciplinary Insights

The significance of this study extends beyond sociology and anthropology; it offers insights that can be
valuable in fields such as public health, economics, and education.

Research Gap

Despite the growing body of literature on marginalized communities in India, there remains a significant
research gap regarding the specific socioeconomic and cultural dynamics of the Rajbanshi community in
Northern West Bengal. While several studies have addressed broader themes of caste, class, and social
mobility, few have focused exclusively on the Rajbanshi people, particularly in the context of their unique
cultural practices and the challenges they face.

1. Limited Focus on the Rajbanshi Community: Most existing research tends to generalize findings
across various marginalized groups without delving into the specific experiences and challenges faced by
the Rajbanshi community. This lack of focused studies hampers a nuanced understanding of their
socioeconomic conditions and cultural identity.

2. Intersection of SocioEconomic and Cultural Factors: Although the intersection of socioeconomic
status and cultural identity has been acknowledged, there is a scarcity of comprehensive studies that
explore how these factors interact specifically within the Rajbanshi community. This gap limits the
understanding of how cultural practices influence socioeconomic mobility and vice versa.

3. Access to Government Benefits: While research has highlighted the importance of governmental
welfare schemes for marginalized communities, there is insufficient exploration of how the Rajbanshi
community perceives and accesses these benefits. Understanding the barriers they face in this regard is
critical for effective policymaking.
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4. Qualitative Insights: Much of the existing literature relies on quantitative data, overlooking the rich
qualitative insights that can be gained through in-depth interviews and participant observations. This study
aims to provide a qualitative exploration of the lived experiences of the Rajbanshi people, filling this
methodological gap.

Statement of the Study
This study aims to conduct an in-depth analysis of the socioeconomic status and cultural life of the
Rajbanshi community in Northern West Bengal. Specifically, it seeks to:

Research Objectives:

By addressing these objectives, this study seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding of the Rajbanshi

community's socioeconomic and cultural dynamics, ultimately informing strategies for social inclusion

and empowerment.

1. To analyze the socioeconomic status of the Rajbanshi community, including aspects like education,
income, employment, and living conditions.

2. To explore the cultural practices and traditions that shape the social life of the Rajbanshi people.

3. To identify the challenges faced by the Rajbanshi community in achieving social mobility and
accessing government benefits.

Sample

The sample for this research on the socioeconomic status and cultural life of the Rajbanshi community in
Jalpaiguri, Northern West Bengal, was carefully designed to ensure a comprehensive and representative
understanding of the community. Below is a detailed explanation of the sample design:

1. Location

The study focused on Jalpaiguri district, known for its diverse population and socioeconomic dynamics.
This region presented a unique context for examining the Rajbanshi community, as it encompassed both
urban and rural areas, providing a rich tapestry of socioeconomic conditions and cultural practices.

2. Population

The population of interest was the Rajbanshi community, characterized by its distinct cultural identity and
socioeconomic challenges. By focusing on this specific ethnic group, the research aimed to highlight their
unique experiences and needs, which were often overlooked in broader studies.

3. Sample Size

The sample size for this study was 120 households. A sample size of this magnitude allowed for the capture
of diverse experiences and perspectives within the Rajbanshi community, enhancing the robustness of the
findings.

4. Sampling Method

Purposive sampling was employed to ensure that various socioeconomic segments of the Rajbanshi
community were represented. This method was particularly useful in qualitative research, as it allowed
the researcher to select participants who could provide rich and relevant data concerning the study's
objectives.

The purposive sampling focused on different categories, such as:

Wage Laborers: Individuals engaged in daily wage labor, often representing lower socioeconomic strata.
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Farmers: Households involved in agriculture, providing insights into rural livelihoods and economic
practices.

Traditional Occupations: Those involved in crafts or artisanal work, reflecting the cultural heritage and
economic activities of the community.

Modern Occupations: Individuals working in formal employment sectors, offering a perspective on
educational attainment and skill development.

Development and Finalization of the Questionnaire

1. Conducting a Pilot Study

To ensure the effectiveness and clarity of the questionnaire, a pilot study was conducted. This involved:
Objective: The pilot study aimed to test the initial version of the questionnaire, identify any ambiguities,
and assess the relevance of the questions to the research objectives.

Participants: A small, representative sample of 1015 households from the Rajbanshi community was
selected for the pilot study. This group included a mix of urban and rural participants to reflect the diversity
within the community.

Data Collection: Participants were asked to complete the questionnaire, after which they were
interviewed to gather feedback on the questions, clarity, and any issues they encountered.

2. Testing and Retesting

Following the pilot study, the questionnaire underwent a testing and retesting phase:

Initial Feedback: Based on the feedback from the pilot study, several questions were revised for clarity
and relevance. Questions that participants found confusing or irrelevant were modified or removed.

Test Retest Method: To evaluate the reliability of the questionnaire, a testretest method was
implemented. The same participants from the pilot study were asked to complete the revised questionnaire
again after a two-week interval. This helped determine whether the questions yielded consistent responses
over time.

3. Finalization of the Questionnaire

After the testing phase, the final questionnaire was developed, incorporating the following steps:

Expert Review: The revised questionnaire was reviewed by experts in the field of socioeconomic research
and cultural studies. Their insights helped refine the questions further, ensuring they were comprehensive
and aligned with the research objectives.

Final Selection of Questions: A final set of questions was confirmed, consisting of a mix of demographic,
socioeconomic, and cultural questions. This set was designed to gather indepth qualitative data while also
allowing for quantitative analysis where applicable.

This methodical approach not only enhanced the reliability and validity of the data collection instrument
but also increased the likelihood of obtaining rich, meaningful insights from participants.

Research Design

Methodology: A qualitative research design is deemed appropriate for this study, given its case study
nature. This methodology allows for an indepth exploration of the socioeconomic status and cultural
practices of the Rajbanshi community.

Data Collection Tools:
Semistructured interviews: These will be conducted with household heads and key informants to gather
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detailed narratives and insights about the community’s socioeconomic conditions and cultural life.

Data Collection Tools

Interviews:

Target Participants: Household heads or elders within the Rajbanshi community.

Purpose: To gather detailed life histories and socioeconomic experiences that provide insights into the
community's challenges, cultural practices, and living conditions.

Format: Semi structured interviews, allowing for flexibility in responses while ensuring that key topics
are covered. This approach helps capture rich, qualitative data that can reveal personal narratives and
contextual factors influencing their socioeconomic status.

Data Collection Process

1. Obtaining Permissions

Authorization: Prior to data collection, the researcher obtained necessary permissions from local
authorities.

Informing Stakeholders: The researcher communicated the research objectives to local leaders and
community organizations, ensuring transparency and building trust within the community.

2. Sampling Strategy

Selection of Participants: A purposive sampling method was used to select a diverse group of participants
from various socioeconomic backgrounds within the Rajbanshi community. The sample included around
120 households, ensuring representation from both urban and rural areas.

3. Data Collection Process

Conducting Interviews: The researcher conducted semistructured interviews with household heads and
elders, using the finalized questionnaire. Interviews were held in a comfortable setting to encourage open
and honest discussions.

Duration: Each interview lasted approximately 3045 minutes, allowing ample time for participants to
express their views and experiences.

Recording Responses: Responses were recorded using audio devices (with participant consent) and notes
were taken to capture nonverbal cues and additional context.

Engaging with the Community: The researcher visited participants’ homes, fostering a rapport and
ensuring that the interviews were conducted in a respectful and culturally sensitive manner. Participants
were informed that their responses would remain confidential and would be used solely for research
purposes.

Data Analysis:
Thematic analysis for qualitative data to identify common themes about socioeconomic challenges, caste
discrimination, or cultural practices.

Thematic Analysis

The thematic analysis conducted for this research involved several key steps, enabling the identification
of common themes related to the socioeconomic challenges, caste discrimination, and cultural practices
of the Rajbanshi community. Below is an outline of the data analysis process and the findings derived
from it.
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1. Familiarization with Data

Initially, the researcher immersed themselves in the collected data by reviewing interview transcripts and
notes. This stage involved reading through the material multiple times to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the content and context.

2. Generating Initial Codes

The next step involved coding the data, where specific segments of text were labeled with codes that
captured the essence of the information. This process was systematic, allowing for the identification of
recurring concepts and patterns.

3. Searching for Themes

After coding, the researcher grouped related codes into broader themes. This stage was critical for
identifying significant areas of focus that aligned with the research objectives. The following key themes
emerged:

FINDINGS: Findings are Organized by Research Objectives-

Objective 1:
To Analyze the Socio-Economic Status of the Rajbanshi Community

Finding 1: Employment and Income

Many participants indicated that they primarily rely on agricultural labor and low paying jobs, often facing
seasonal employment.

A significant number of households reported monthly incomes that placed them below the poverty line,
making it challenging to meet basic needs

Economic Factor Description
. Many participants rely on agricultural labor and
Primary Source of Income .
low-paying jobs, often seasonal.
A significant number of households earn below the
Income Level . : .
poverty line, struggling to meet basic needs.
Occupation Percentage of Participants
Farming 65- 67%
Daily Wage Laborers 15%
Tea Garden/Factory Workers 10%
Stal_ole Government Jobs (e.g.,, Teachers, 10-13%
Officers)

Finding 2: Education Levels

Educational attainment within the community varied widely, with many children dropping out after
primary education due to financial constraints and the need to contribute to family income.

Participants expressed a desire for improved access to educational resources, including better schools and
vocational training programs.
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Education Level Percentage
Primary School or Below 47 %
Secondary Education 35 %
Higher Education (B.A) 18%
Higher Education (M.A) 10%

Finding 3: Living Conditions

Participants described living in overcrowded conditions, often lacking basic amenities such as clean
drinking water, sanitation, and electricity.

Many families resided in temporary housing or poorly constructed homes, which were vulnerable to
environmental factors.

Living Environment Description

The Rajbanshi community is accustomed to rural
environments, with large homes or huts.

In cities, the environment is different, with smaller
homes, congested areas, and overcrowding.

Many areas lack basic amenities such as clean
drinking water, sanitation, and electricity.

Many families live in temporary or poorly
Housing Quality constructed homes, vulnerable to environmental
factors.

Rural Area

Urban Area

Basic Amenities

Objective 2: To Explore the Cultural Practices and Traditions

Finding 4: Cultural Identity and Heritage

The Rajbanshi community members emphasized the importance of their cultural identity, which is deeply
rooted in traditional festivals, rituals, and the use of their native language.

Participants shared stories about significant cultural practices, such as traditional dances and agricultural
festivals, which foster a sense of belonging.

Cultural Aspect Description

The Rajbanshi community places high importance on their cultural
identity, rooted in traditional festivals, rituals, and their native language.
In rural areas, the majority of the community actively participates in
Rural Areas traditional cultural practices like dances and agricultural festivals,
fostering a sense of belonging.

In urban settings, a multicultural environment may lead to less interest in
Urban Areas maintaining cultural traditions, although some families still preserve their
cultural practices.

Cultural Identity

Finding 5: Adaptation and Change
Younger generations showed an interest in integrating modern values while maintaining cultural
traditions, reflecting a balance between preserving heritage and adapting to contemporary society.
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There were discussions about the challenges of keeping traditions alive amid globalization and
urbanization.

Generational Perspective Description
Interested in integrating modern values while still
Younger Generations preserving cultural traditions, balancing heritage

and contemporary influences.

Globalization and urbanization pose challenges to
keeping traditional practices alive.

Strongly focused on maintaining cultural
Senior Generations traditions, continuing to use them in festive and
cultural programs in their own way.

Challenges

Objective 3: To Identify the Challenges Faced by the Rajbanshi Community

Finding 6: Barriers to Social Mobility

Participants highlighted systemic barriers, including caste discrimination and limited access to
government benefits, as significant obstacles to social mobility.

Many felt that discrimination affected their ability to secure better employment opportunities and access
educational resources.

Finding 7: Limited Awareness of Government Programs

A recurring theme was the lack of awareness among community members about available government
welfare programs. Participants expressed confusion about eligibility criteria and application processes.
This knowledge gap hindered their ability to leverage support that could improve their socioeconomic
conditions.

Finding 8: Community Challenges

The community faced issues related to inadequate infrastructure, such as poor roads and lack of public
transport, which limited access to markets, schools, and healthcare facilities.

Participants discussed the need for greater representation and advocacy at local and governmental levels
to address these challenges effectively.

The findings align closely with the research objectives, providing a comprehensive understanding of the
socioeconomic status, cultural practices, and challenges faced by the Rajbanshi community. This
structured approach highlights the interconnectedness of socioeconomic conditions and cultural identity,
offering valuable insights for policymakers, community leaders, and stakeholders aiming to support the
Rajbanshi community's development and wellbeing.

Results

The analysis of qualitative data from the Rajbanshi community study yielded several key results, aligned
with the research objectives. These results provide insight into the socioeconomic status, cultural practices,
and challenges faced by the community.
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1. Socio-Economic Status

Employment and Income:

A majority of participants (approximately 70%) reported reliance on agricultural work, with many
engaged in seasonal labor. Monthly household incomes often ranged from 5,000 to ¥10,000, highlighting
economic instability.

Education Levels:

Educational attainment was notably low, with over 60% of participants indicating that children did not
complete secondary education. Factors contributing to this included financial strain and the need for
children to contribute to household income.

Living Conditions:

Most households lived in basic, overcrowded conditions, with around 80% lacking access to clean
drinking water and proper sanitation facilities. Many described their homes as temporary or poorly
constructed.

2. Cultural Practices and Traditions

Cultural Identity:

Participants expressed a strong attachment to their cultural identity, with 85% stating that participation in
traditional festivals was a vital part of their lives. Key festivals included local agricultural celebrations and
community gatherings.

Adaptation to Change:

Younger members of the community (ages 1830) voiced a desire to modernize certain practices while
retaining core cultural elements, indicating a generational shift in perspective.

3. Challenges Faced by the Community

Barriers to Social Mobility:

Participants identified caste discrimination as a major barrier to social mobility, with about 65% reporting
experiences of discrimination in employment and education.

Awareness of Government Programs:

Many community members (over 75%) were unaware of existing government welfare programs. Those
who had attempted to access benefits often faced bureaucratic hurdles and complicated application
processes.

Infrastructure Issues:

Inadequate infrastructure, such as poor road conditions and lack of public transportation, was frequently
cited as a significant challenge. Participants noted that these issues hindered access to markets, healthcare,
and educational institutions.

Summary of Results

The results of this study indicate a complex interplay of socioeconomic challenges and cultural identity
within the Rajbanshi community. While the community retains a strong cultural heritage, it faces
significant barriers related to employment, education, and access to resources. These findings underscore
the need for targeted interventions to improve socioeconomic conditions and promote awareness of
government benefits, ultimately supporting the community's pursuit of social mobility and wellbeing.
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Limitations and Delimitations of the Study

Limitations

1. Sample Size: The study involved 100150 households, which may not fully represent the entire
Rajbanshi community.

2. Subjectivity: The qualitative data relies on participants’ perspectives, introducing potential bias.

3. Language Barriers: Some nuances may have been lost in translation during interviews, affecting
cultural understanding.

4. Time Constraints: Limited time restricted the depth of interviews and followup engagements.

5. Sensitive Topics: Participants may have hesitated to discuss issues like caste discrimination, impacting
data richness.

Delimitations

1. Geographical Focus: The study is confined to Jalpaiguri district, which may not reflect experiences in
other regions.

Target Population: It specifically targets the Rajbanshi community, excluding other groups.
Qualitative Approach: The focus on qualitative data limits the collection of quantitative insights.
Time Frame: Conducted over a specific period, potentially missing seasonal variations.

Scope of Inquiry: While addressing socioeconomic and cultural issues, the study does not deeply
explore political factors.

These limitations and delimitations provide context for interpreting the findings and highlight areas for
future research.

a s~ W

Suggestions for Future Studies:

1. Longitudinal Studies: Track changes in socioeconomic status and cultural practices over time.

2. Comparative Studies: Compare the Rajbanshi community with other marginalized groups to identify
broader patterns.

3. Impact of Government Policies: Evaluate the effectiveness of welfare programs on improving
socioeconomic conditions.

4. Youth Perspectives: Investigate the aspirations and challenges faced by younger community
members.

5. Gender Dynamics: Explore the roles and challenges of women within the Rajbanshi community.

6. Cultural Heritage Preservation: Document efforts to preserve cultural practices amidst
modernization.

7. Community Resilience: Study coping mechanisms employed by the community in facing
socioeconomic challenges.

8. Environmental Impact: Analyze how environmental changes affect livelihoods and cultural
practices.
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