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Abstract 

Hindu jurisprudence, deeply rooted in the ancient principles of Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha, 

represents a rich legal and philosophical tradition that has evolved over millennia. This paper explores the 

foundational texts—Shruti, Smriti, and other commentaries—that have guided Hindu law, emphasizing 

their continued relevance in modern legal systems. Central to Hindu jurisprudence is the ethical concept 

of Dharma, ensuring societal harmony and justice. Complementing this are Artha, which governs 

economic policies; Kama, regulating personal desires; and Moksha, the ultimate spiritual goal. 

The study highlights the enduring influence of these principles on contemporary Indian law, from family 

laws under the Hindu Marriage Act and Hindu Succession Act to broader secular laws emphasizing 

equality and social justice. It also examines the reformist contributions of Swami Dayananda Saraswati 

and Swami Vivekananda, who synthesized Vedic ideals with modern values, advancing gender equality 

and social justice. Concepts like Sarva Dharma Sambhav and Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam are analyzed as 

reflections of Hindu pluralism and their role in shaping a constitutional ethos that promotes inclusivity. 

This paper underscores how Hindu jurisprudence has adapted to modern challenges while preserving its 

ethical core, offering insights into its potential to guide global legal and moral discourse in an increasingly 

interconnected world. 

 

Keywords: Hindu Jurisprudence; Dharma; Legal Philosophy; Sarva Dharma Sambhav; Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam 

 

Introduction 

Hindu jurisprudence is one of the world's oldest and most intricate legal systems, rooted in a profound 

synthesis of ethical, spiritual, and social principles. Emerging from ancient Indian civilization, it draws 

heavily from the Vedas, Smritis, and commentaries by renowned jurists, offering a framework that governs 

both individual conduct and societal order. Unlike modern legal systems focused solely on codified 

statutes, Hindu jurisprudence integrates moral and spiritual dimensions, emphasizing a holistic view of 

human life. 

At its core lie the four pillars of life: Dharma (righteousness and moral law), Artha (material well-being), 

Kama (desire and emotional fulfillment), and Moksha (spiritual liberation). Together, these pillars 

encapsulate the essence of Hindu legal thought, balancing personal aspirations with societal 

responsibilities. This ancient legal philosophy has not only guided Hindu communities for centuries but 
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also significantly influenced modern Indian law, particularly in areas such as family law, inheritance, and 

ethical governance. 

In contemporary India, codified statutes like the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, and the Hindu Succession 

Act, 1956, reflect the enduring relevance of these ancient principles. Moreover, the reformist movements 

of luminaries such as Swami Dayananda Saraswati and Swami Vivekananda have bridged the gap between 

tradition and modernity, advocating for gender equality, education, and social justice. Additionally, 

concepts like Sarva Dharma Sambhav (equal respect for all religions) and Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the 

world is one family) underscore the pluralistic and inclusive ethos of Hindu jurisprudence, resonating 

strongly in India’s constitutional and legal framework. 

This paper aims to delve into the evolution of Hindu jurisprudence, tracing its journey from ancient texts 

to its influence on modern legal practices. By analyzing the philosophical underpinnings, societal impact, 

and modern adaptations of Hindu law, this study seeks to demonstrate how this ancient tradition continues 

to serve as a guide for ethical governance and social harmony in an increasingly interconnected world. 

 

1. Hindu Jurisprudence 

1.1. Hindu jurisprudence refers to the legal philosophy and system that is based on the principles found 

in ancient Hindu texts. It encompasses a comprehensive and ancient body of law that has evolved over 

thousands of years. 1 

 

1.2. Sources of Hindu Law2 

• Shruti (Heard)3: The Vedas, which are considered the most authoritative texts. 

• Smriti (Remembered):4 Texts like the Manusmriti, Yajnavalkya Smriti, and others, which provide 

detailed rules and guidelines for various aspects of life. 

• Commentaries and Digests: Works by ancient jurists and scholars that explain and interpret the Smritis, 

like the Mitakshara and Dayabhaga. 

• Custom: Local customs and traditions that are recognized by the community. 

• Judicial Decisions: Modern interpretations and decisions by courts. 

• Dharma: Central to Hindu jurisprudence is the concept of Dharma, which refers to the moral and legal 

duties of individuals. Dharma encompasses personal conduct, family responsibilities, social 

obligations, and duties to the community and state. 

 

1.3. Four Pillars of Hindu Jurisprudence5 

Dharma: Religious and moral laws Artha: Economic and political policies 

Kama: Social and personal desires Moksha: Spiritual liberation 

 
1 “Hindu Jurisprudence: A Comprehensive Overview,” n.d. 
2 The Oxford History of Hinduism: Hindu Law. (2018). In Oxford University Press eBooks. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198702603.001.0001 
3 Ponnappan, J. K., & Atma, K. (2023). The Vedic Samhitas. Independently Published. 

http://books.google.ie/books?id=UWDxzwEACAAJ&dq=%E2%80%A2%09Shruti+(Heard):+The+Vedas,+which+are+consi

dered+the+most+authoritative+texts.&hl=&cd=2&source=gbs_api 
4 Id 
5 Sen, P. (1984). General Principle of Hindu Jurisprudence. 

http://books.google.ie/books?id=Wv48AQAAIAAJ&q=Four+Pillars+of+Hindu+Jurisprudence&dq=Four+Pillars+of+Hindu

+Jurisprudence&hl=&cd=1&source=gbs_api 
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1.3.1 Dharma 

Meaning: Dharma represents duty, righteousness, and moral law. It is the principle that sustains the order 

of the universe and guides individual conduct.6 

Role in Jurisprudence: Dharma is considered the most crucial pillar in Hindu jurisprudence. It 

encompasses the laws, duties, and responsibilities that individuals must follow to maintain harmony and 

social order. The concept of Dharma is articulated in ancient texts such as the Manusmriti and the 

Dharmashastras, which provide guidelines on various aspects of life, including governance, justice, and 

personal conduct. 

Application: Dharma applies to various aspects of life, including social, familial, and personal duties. It 

is seen as a moral compass that dictates appropriate behavior and ensures justice and fairness in society. 

1.3.2. Artha 

Meaning: Artha refers to material prosperity, wealth, and economic well-being. It encompasses the means 

of livelihood and the pursuit of resources necessary for a stable and prosperous life. 

Role in Jurisprudence: Artha is essential for the sustenance of society and the individual. It includes laws 

related to property, commerce, contracts, and statecraft. The Arthashastra, attributed to Kautilya 

(Chanakya), is a key text that discusses the principles of governance, economics, and law from the 

perspective of Artha. 

Application: Artha emphasizes the importance of economic activities and wealth management in 

maintaining social order and stability. It ensures that individuals and the state have the necessary resources 

to fulfill their duties and responsibilities. 

1.3.3. Kama 

Meaning: Kama signifies desire, pleasure, and emotional fulfillment. It relates to the pursuit of love, 

passion, and enjoyment in life.7 

Role in Jurisprudence: While Kama focuses on personal satisfaction and emotional well-being, it is 

regulated by Dharma to ensure that such pursuits do not lead to moral or social harm. The Kama Sutra, 

authored by Vatsyayana, explores the art of love and relationships, emphasizing the balance between 

desire and ethical conduct. 

Application: Kama highlights the importance of fulfilling human desires and passions in a manner that is 

harmonious with ethical principles. It acknowledges that emotional and sensual pleasures are natural and 

significant aspects of human life, provided they are pursued responsibly. 

1.3.4. Moksha:8 

Meaning: Moksha denotes liberation, spiritual freedom, and the ultimate release from the cycle of birth 

and rebirth (samsara). It represents the highest goal of human life in Hindu philosophy. 

Role in Jurisprudence: Moksha transcends the temporal and material aspects of existence, focusing on 

spiritual growth and self-realization. It involves the practice of meditation, self-discipline, and ethical 

living as pathways to achieving spiritual liberation. 

 
6 Aithal, S., & Srinivasan, R. (2024). Sanathana Dharma: The Eternal Quest for Truth. Srinivas Publication, Mangalore. 

http://books.google.ie/books?id=vj_8EAAAQBAJ&pg=PA330&dq=Meaning:+Dharma+represents+duty,+righteousness,+an

d+moral+law.+It+is+the+principle+that+sustains+the+order+of+the+universe+and+guides+individual+conduct.&hl=&cd=1

&source=gbs_api 

 
7 Id 
8 Id 
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Application: Moksha encourages individuals to seek a deeper understanding of their true nature and the 

ultimate reality. It guides the ethical and moral decisions that lead to spiritual enlightenment and liberation 

from worldly attachments. 

In summary, the four pillars of Hindu jurisprudence—Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha—provide a 

comprehensive framework for understanding the legal, moral, economic, and spiritual dimensions of life. 

Together, they promote a balanced and harmonious existence, emphasizing the interconnectedness of 

material and spiritual well-being. 

 

1.4. Influence of Hindu Jurisprudence on Law 

1.4.1.  Ancient Texts 

Ancient Hindu texts such as the Vedas, Smritis (e.g., Manusmriti), and Dharmashastras have provided 

foundational principles for Hindu law. These texts have contributed to the development of several legal 

principles and concepts that continue to influence contemporary Indian law.9 

• Principles and Ethics: The ethical and moral principles derived from these texts have been integrated 

into various aspects of Indian law, especially in matters related to family law, inheritance, and personal 

conduct. 

• The concept of सर्व धर्व सर्भार् (Sarva Dharma Sambhav)10 is a Sanskrit phrase that translates to "equal 

respect for all religions." This concept plays a significant role in the context of Hindu jurisprudence 

and the broader understanding of religious tolerance in Hindu philosophy. 

सर्व धर्व: Refers to "all religions" or "all faiths." 

सर्भार्: Means "equanimity" or "equal respect." 

The phrase emphasizes the idea that all religions are different paths leading to the same truth or ultimate 

reality. This idea is rooted in the ancient Hindu philosophy of pluralism, where the diversity of religious 

beliefs is not only accepted but also respected and valued. 

Hindu Jurisprudence and सर्व धर्व सर्भार् 

In Hindu jurisprudence, the concept of सर्व धर्व सर्भार् manifests in several ways: 

1. Dharmashastras: The ancient Hindu texts, including the Dharmashastras (legal texts), uphold the 

principle of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ("the world is one family"), which is closely related to Sarva 

Dharma Sambhav.11The Dharmashastras do not prescribe persecution or discrimination based on 

religious beliefs, reflecting a broader tolerance for diverse spiritual paths. 

 
9 Ambedkar, B. R. (2018). Riddles in Hinduism. Independently Published. 

http://books.google.ie/books?id=ZlkFvAEACAAJ&dq=Ancient+Hindu+texts+such+as+the+Vedas,+Smritis+(e.g.,+Manusm

riti),+and+Dharmashastras+have+provided+foundational+principles+for+Hindu+law.+These+texts+have+contributed+to+th

e+development+of+several+legal+principles+and+concepts+that+continue+to+influence+contemporary+Indian+law.&hl=&

cd=1&source=gbs_api 
10 Jaffrelot, C. (2009). Hindu Nationalism. Princeton University Press. 

http://books.google.ie/books?id=mOXWgr53A5kC&pg=PA327&dq=(Sarva+Dharma+Sambhav)&hl=&cd=1&source=gbs_a

pi 
11 Gandhi, M. (1962). The Teaching of the Gita. 

http://books.google.ie/books?id=m1QpAAAAYAAJ&q=Dharmashastras:+The+ancient+Hindu+texts,+including+the+Dharm

ashastras+(legal+texts),+uphold+the+principle+of+Vasudhaiva+Kutumbakam+(%22the+world+is+one+family%22),+which

+is+closely+related+to+Sarva+Dharma+Sambhav.&dq=Dharmashastras:+The+ancient+Hindu+texts,+including+the+Dharm

ashastras+(legal+texts),+uphold+the+principle+of+Vasudhaiva+Kutumbakam+(%22the+world+is+one+family%22),+which

+is+closely+related+to+Sarva+Dharma+Sambhav.&hl=&cd=1&source=gbs_api 
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2. Secular Governance: In the context of Hindu kingship and governance, the principle of Sarva Dharma 

Sambhav was often reflected in the ruler's duty to protect the religious rights of all subjects, 

irrespective of their faith. Hindu rulers historically supported various religious communities, built 

places of worship for different religions, and allowed freedom of religious practice. 

3. Modern Indian Constitution: The principle of Sarva Dharma Sambhav influenced the framers of the 

Indian Constitution. India, being a predominantly Hindu nation, adopted a secular framework where 

the state maintains neutrality in religious matters and ensures equal respect and protection for all 

religions. This reflects the ancient Hindu ethos of religious pluralism and tolerance. 

4. Personal Law: Hindu jurisprudence includes provisions for personal law systems that cater to different 

religious communities in India, allowing them to follow their religious customs and laws, further 

embodying the principle of सर्व धर्व सर्भार् 

In modern India, सर्व धर्व सर्भार् is a guiding principle in fostering communal harmony and religious 

tolerance. It has been invoked by leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, who saw it as essential for India's unity 

and integrity in a multicultural society. Sarva Dharma Sambhav in Hindu jurisprudence is a reflection of 

the deep-seated respect for religious diversity and the belief in the ultimate unity of all spiritual paths. It 

remains a foundational concept in promoting religious tolerance and coexistence in both historical and 

contemporary contexts. 

1.4.2. Customs and Usages 

Customary practices have always played a crucial role in Hindu law. Customs that have gained the force 

of law are recognized and enforced by courts. 

Recognition of Customary Law: Indian courts recognize and enforce customs that are ancient, certain, 

and reasonable, provided they are not against public policy or morality. For instance, customary practices 

related to marriage ceremonies and rituals are respected and upheld.12 

1.4.3. Judicial Decisions 

Judicial decisions and interpretations of Hindu law by courts have significantly contributed to its evolution 

and adaptation to contemporary needs. 

• Case Law: Indian judiciary, through its interpretations and judgments, has played a vital role in 

shaping and modernizing Hindu law. Landmark judgments often set precedents that influence future 

legislation and legal interpretations.13 

• Judicial Activism: Courts have occasionally stepped in to fill gaps in the law or to address issues not 

adequately covered by existing legislation. For example, in matters of gender equality and women’s 

rights within the Hindu legal framework, judicial activism has led to progressive changes.14 

1.4.4. Codification and Reform 

The process of codification and reform of Hindu law in the 20th century brought significant changes, 

aligning traditional principles with contemporary values and societal needs. 

• Codified Laws: Major reforms in Hindu law were introduced through codified statutes such as the 

Hindu Marriage Act, 1955; the Hindu Succession Act, 1956; the Hindu Minority and Guardianship 

 
12 Refer to the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, Section 13, which outlines the admissibility of customs and usages as evidence in 

legal proceedings. 
13 Refer to notable judgments such as the case of Shayara Bano vs Union of India (2017) which played a pivotal role in the 

debate over the practice of Triple Talaq 
14 See Vishaka & Ors vs State of Rajasthan (1997) for an example of judicial activism in addressing gender equality issues 

within the framework of Hindu law. 
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Act, 1956; and the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956. These laws modernized Hindu 

personal law while retaining core principles.15 

• Reforms for Equality: Codification efforts have aimed at addressing issues of discrimination and 

inequality. For instance, the Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005, granted equal inheritance 

rights to daughters, reflecting a significant shift towards gender equality. 

• Swami Dayananda Saraswati and Hindu Jurisprudence 

The Arya Samaj was founded by Swami Dayananda Saraswati in 1875. It was a reform movement 

within Hinduism that sought to return to the teachings of the Vedas, which Dayananda considered to be 

the ultimate source of truth. The Arya Samaj aimed to eliminate superstitions, social evils, and practices 

that had crept into Hinduism over time. 

1. Reinterpretation of the Vedas: The Arya Samaj emphasized a return to the Vedas as the primary 

source of religious and legal guidance. Dayananda Saraswati argued that the Vedas contained eternal 

truths and that the corruption of Hindu practices was due to later interpretations and additions. This 

focus on Vedic authority influenced Hindu jurisprudence by encouraging the reinterpretation of laws 

and social customs in light of Vedic principles, particularly in areas like marriage, education, and 

social equality.16 

2. Social Reform: The Arya Samaj was instrumental in advocating for social reforms such as the 

abolition of child marriage, the promotion of widow remarriage, and the upliftment of women and 

marginalized communities. These reforms had a direct impact on Hindu law, leading to changes in 

legal practices and the eventual codification of these principles in modern Indian law. For example, 

the movement's advocacy contributed to the enactment of laws like the Hindu Widows' Remarriage 

Act of 1856 and later reforms in Hindu personal law.17 

3. Purification of Religion: The Arya Samaj sought to rid Hinduism of what it considered superstitions, 

idol worship, and ritualism that had deviated from Vedic teachings. This purification process also 

extended to legal and social norms, promoting a more rational and ethical approach to law and 

governance.18 

• Swami Vivekananda and Hindu Jurisprudence 

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), a disciple of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, was a key figure in the 

modern revival of Hinduism. He is best known for his role in introducing Hindu philosophy to the Western 

world and for his efforts to reform and rejuvenate Hindu thought and practice in India. 

1. Universalism and Ethical Foundations: Vivekananda emphasized the ethical and universal aspects 

of Hinduism, particularly the principles of Dharma (righteousness) and Karma (action). He 

advocated for a legal and social order based on these principles, where justice and morality were 

paramount. His teachings inspired the idea that laws should not only serve the interests of particular 

groups but should be based on universal ethical principles that promote the welfare of all.19 

2. Social Justice and Equality: Vivekananda was a strong advocate for social justice and the upliftment 

of the poor and marginalized. He believed that the true spirit of Hinduism lay in serving humanity and 

 
15 Refer to the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955; Hindu Succession Act, 1956; Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956; and the 

Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956. 
16 Refer to Dayananda Saraswati's teachings on the authority of the Vedas and the role of the Arya Samaj in promoting Vedic 

principles. 
17 See the Hindu Widows' Remarriage Act, 1856, and subsequent reforms in Hindu personal law influenced by the Arya Samaj. 
18 Refer to the Arya Samaj's efforts to purify Hindu practices and its impact on legal and social norms. 
19 Refer to Vivekananda's speeches and writings on the principles of Dharma and Karma and their application to law and society. 
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working towards the elimination of social inequalities. His emphasis on social justice influenced Hindu 

jurisprudence by encouraging the development of laws that aimed to address social disparities, such 

as caste discrimination and economic inequality.20 

3. Synthesis of Tradition and Modernity: Vivekananda sought to harmonize traditional Hindu values 

with modern ideas of human rights, democracy, and social justice. He believed that Hinduism could 

provide a strong ethical foundation for modern legal and social institutions. This synthesis influenced 

the development of a legal framework in India that respects traditional values while embracing modern 

principles of equality and justice.21 

4. Promotion of Education: Vivekananda strongly advocated for education as a means of social 

empowerment and reform. He believed that a well-educated population would be better equipped to 

understand and uphold the principles of Dharma, leading to a more just and equitable society. His 

emphasis on education influenced the legal reforms related to education and the role of the state in 

promoting literacy and learning among all sections of society.22 

The Arya Samaj and Swami Vivekananda significantly contributed to the evolution of Hindu 

jurisprudence by advocating for a return to ethical and moral principles derived from ancient Hindu texts, 

while also addressing contemporary social issues. The Arya Samaj's focus on Vedic authority and social 

reform, and Vivekananda's emphasis on universalism, social justice, and the synthesis of tradition and 

modernity, helped shape the legal and social framework of modern Hindu society. Their legacies continue 

to influence Hindu jurisprudence and the broader Indian legal system today. 

1.4.5. Influence on Secular Law 

While Hindu law primarily governs personal matters for Hindus, its principles and ethical foundations 

have influenced broader areas of Indian secular law. 

The concept of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ्(Vasudhaeva Kutumbakam) is a Sanskrit phrase meaning "the world is one 

family." This concept, deeply embedded in Hindu philosophy, has significant implications for Hindu 

jurisprudence and the broader legal and moral framework of Hindu society.23 

वसुधा (Vasudha): Refers to the Earth or the world 

ईर्ा (Eva): Means "indeed" or "truly." 

कुटुुंबकर्:् Means "family." 

The phrase comes from the Maha Upanishad, a minor Upanishad, and is often quoted to emphasize the 

idea of global unity, universal brotherhood, and the interconnectedness of all beings.24 

Hindu Jurisprudence and वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ्

In the context of Hindu jurisprudence, वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ्manifests in several ways: 

1. Universal Law and Dharma: Hindu jurisprudence is guided by the concept of Dharma, which refers 

to the moral and ethical duties that sustain society and the world order. The idea of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ्extends 

this duty beyond the boundaries of one's own community, emphasizing a universal application of 

justice, fairness, and ethical conduct. This principle implies that laws and ethical standards should be 

 
20 Refer to Vivekananda's advocacy for social justice and its influence on Hindu jurisprudence and legal reforms. 
21 Refer to Vivekananda's approach to synthesizing traditional Hindu values with modern legal and social principles. 
22 Refer to Vivekananda's emphasis on education as a means of social empowerment and its impact on legal reforms related to 

education 
23 Refer to the Maha Upanishad, which contains the phrase वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम्, emphasizing global unity and interconnectedness. 
24 The Maha Upanishad is a minor Upanishad that advocates the idea of the world as one family. 
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applied universally, transcending national, religious, or cultural boundaries, thus promoting a sense of 

global responsibility.25 

2. Inclusivity and Tolerance: वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ् reflects the inclusive nature of Hindu jurisprudence. The 

Dharmashastras, ancient Hindu legal texts, advocate for the protection and well-being of all beings, 

not just humans but also animals and nature. This inclusivity is evident in the way Hindu law 

traditionally approached the treatment of guests, strangers, and even enemies, advocating for their fair 

treatment as members of the larger human family.26 

3. King’s Duty (Rajadharma): In ancient Hindu jurisprudence, the concept of Rajadharma (the duty 

of the king) was heavily influenced by the idea of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम.् A righteous ruler was expected to 

consider the welfare of all his subjects, regardless of their background, as part of his larger family. 

This principle extended to the protection of different communities and faiths within the kingdom, 

promoting a sense of unity and harmony.27 

4. Modern Legal Interpretation: The idea of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ्has also found resonance in modern Indian 

jurisprudence. India's constitutional framework, which upholds the ideals of secularism, equality, and 

justice for all, reflects the ancient Hindu ideal of seeing the entire world as one family. The principle 

can also be seen in India's approach to international relations, where it often emphasizes peaceful 

coexistence, cooperation, and support for global initiatives that benefit humanity as a whole.28 

The philosophical basis of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ्is rooted in the belief that all beings are interconnected and that the 

well-being of one is linked to the well-being of all. This idea is closely related to the concept of Advaita 

Vedanta (non-dualism), which posits that all of creation is one, and the apparent distinctions between 

individuals, communities, and nations are ultimately illusory. In today's globalized world, वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ्

serves as a powerful reminder of the need for global solidarity and cooperation. It calls for a legal and 

ethical framework that transcends narrow self-interests and works towards the common good of all 

humanity. This principle has been invoked by various Indian leaders and thinkers to advocate for global 

peace, environmental sustainability, and social justice.29 

वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम ् in Hindu jurisprudence is a profound expression of universal brotherhood and the 

interconnectedness of all life. It emphasizes the application of justice, fairness, and ethical conduct beyond 

local or national boundaries, promoting a sense of global responsibility and unity. This concept remains 

relevant in both traditional and modern contexts, guiding principles of law and governance that aim to 

uphold the welfare of all beings on Earth.30 

• Influence on Legislation: Lawmakers often consider prevailing customs and societal norms when 

drafting new legislation to ensure the laws are socially acceptable and enforceable.31 

• Family Law: Hindu personal laws, which govern marriage, divorce, adoption, and inheritance among 

Hindus, are heavily based on these ancient texts. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, and the Hindu 

Succession Act, 1956, are examples where ancient principles have been codified into modern law.32 

 
25 Refer to the concept of Dharma in Hindu jurisprudence and its universal application as seen in the principle of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम्. 
26 See the Dharmashastras for guidance on the treatment of all beings and the inclusive nature of Hindu law. 
27 Refer to the concept of Rajadharma in ancient Hindu jurisprudence, which was influenced by वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम्. 
28 Refer to modern Indian jurisprudence and its reflection of the ancient Hindu ideal of global unity and justice. 
29 Refer to the concept of Advaita Vedanta and its relation to the idea of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम्. 
30 Refer to the continued relevance of वसुधैव कुटुुंबकम् in guiding modern legal and ethical principles. 
31 See the influence of societal norms and customs on the drafting of new legislation in India. 
32 Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, and the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, as examples of codified Hindu personal laws. 
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• Ethical Foundations: Principles of justice, equity, and good conscience derived from Hindu 

jurisprudence have influenced the drafting of the Indian Constitution and various secular laws.33 

• Preamble and Directive Principles: The Preamble and Directive Principles of State Policy in the 

Indian Constitution reflect values such as justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, which resonate with 

the ethical teachings of ancient Hindu texts.34 

 
33 See the influence of Hindu jurisprudence on the Indian Constitution and various secular laws. 
34 Refer to the Preamble and Directive Principles of State Policy in the Indian Constitution and their alignment with ancient 

Hindu ethical teachings. 
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