
 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR250134815 Volume 7, Issue 1, January-February 2025 1 

 

The Gorkhaland Movement: A Struggle for 

Identity, Autonomy, and Socio-Economic Justice  
 

Aavanish Tamang 
 

Second-Year Undergraduate Student, Department of International Studies, Political Science and History, 

Christ University, Bangalore, India 

 

Abstract  

The Gorkhaland movement illustrates a continued struggle for statehood by the Nepali-speaking Gorkha 

community in Darjeeling, shaped by historical grievances, cultural identity, and socio-economic 

marginalisation. This study explores the movement’s historical evolution, socio-political dynamics and its 

broader implications for Indian federalism. Using qualitative methodologies, including historical analysis, 

socio-economic review and ethnographic studies, the research examines governance inefficiencies, 

economic disparities and the assertion of ethnic identity as central to the movement (Datta and Sengupta, 

2020). 

To gain nuanced insights, a survey was designed and disseminated online to a sample of 71 respondents, 

representing diverse age groups (18–54 years), occupations (students, professionals, and self-employed) 

and geographic locations, including Darjeeling, other parts of West Bengal, and other Indian states. The 

survey utilised multiple-choice questions for quantitative analysis, scaled rating questions to measure 

opinion intensity, and open-ended questions to capture qualitative responses. Descriptive statistical 

analysis revealed key trends: 73.2% of respondents perceived political exclusion in West Bengal, 70.4% 

identified cultural identity as central to statehood demands, and 50.7% emphasised political autonomy as 

the movement’s primary driver. 

The findings underscore the persistence of socio-political and cultural grievances within the Gorkha 

community, drawing parallels with autonomy movements in Telangana and Jharkhand (Zurfluh, 2008). 

The study concludes that while full statehood remains the predominant demand, alternative solutions such 

as enhanced administrative autonomy, targeted economic policies and governance reforms could address 

core grievances while preserving national unity. 

This research contributes to the discourse on ethnic identity politics and federalism, offering actionable 

insights into resolving regional autonomy movements through inclusive governance, equitable resource 

distribution and sustainable conflict resolution strategies. 

 

Keywords: Gorkhaland, Statehood, Federalism, Identity Politics, Socio-Economic Marginalisation, 

Ethnic Autonomy, Governance Challenges  

 

Introduction 

The Gorkhaland struggle reflects the fight of a marginalised ethnic group for recognition and rights within 

India's federal structure. Emerging from the Himalayan foothills of Darjeeling, this movement 

encapsulates aspirations for self-governance, cultural preservation, and socio-economic justice. 

Historically, British-era migration for tea plantation labour shaped a distinct identity for the Gorkha 
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community, yet post-independence governance led to continued marginalisation (Datta and Sengupta, 

2020). 

The demand for Gorkhaland is not merely an administrative issue; it embodies the socio-economic and 

political struggles of a community that has long been denied adequate representation. Despite multiple 

uprisings, temporary political settlements such as the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) and the 

Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA) have failed to address underlying grievances, leading to 

renewed protests (Zurfluh, 2008). This paper examines the historical, economic, and cultural factors 

influencing the movement and situates it within India’s broader challenges of governance and regional 

autonomy. 

The roots of the Gorkhaland movement trace back to the colonial era when the British brought Nepali 

labourers to Darjeeling for tea plantation work. This migration established the Gorkhas as an integral part 

of Darjeeling’s socio-economic fabric. However, after India's independence, the integration of Bengali 

refugees into Darjeeling and the continued neglect of the Gorkha community by successive governments 

deepened socio-economic inequalities (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, p. 96). 

The Gorkhas’ distinct cultural and linguistic identity further alienated them from the broader Bengali-

speaking populace of West Bengal, leading to demands for a separate state. The creation of the DGHC in 

the 1980s and later the GTA in 2011 were attempts to address these grievances but largely failed to provide 

meaningful autonomy or representation (Zurfluh, 2008, pp. 2–3). Economic stagnation in Darjeeling has 

exacerbated the Gorkhas' grievances. The region's economy, heavily reliant on tea and tourism, suffers 

from inadequate infrastructure, limited employment opportunities, and declining tea exports. These 

economic challenges have perpetuated poverty and fuelled frustration among the Gorkha community, 

reinforcing their demand for statehood (Karat, 2014). 

Comparative analysis with movements in Telangana and Jharkhand reveals a similar pattern of economic 

neglect and regional underdevelopment as critical drivers of autonomy struggles. In Telangana, for 

example, disparities between economic contributions and state investments catalysed the statehood 

movement, a sentiment echoed in Darjeeling (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, pp. 99–100). 

The Gorkhas’ demand for Gorkhaland is also deeply rooted in the assertion of cultural identity. As a 

Nepali-speaking minority, the Gorkhas have faced systemic marginalisation within a Bengali-dominated 

state. The preservation of their language, traditions, and heritage has become a central aspect of the 

movement (Zurfluh, 2008, p. 4). 

Survey data from this study underscores the importance of cultural recognition, with 70.4% of respondents 

emphasising cultural identity as a core driver of the movement. This highlights the community's strong 

desire to preserve their distinct identity in the face of socio-political marginalisation (Datta and Sengupta, 

2020, pp. 99–101). 

The Gorkhaland movement also raises broader questions about Indian federalism and governance. India's 

federal structure, characterised by a delicate balance of power between the centre and states, has struggled 

to accommodate regional aspirations. The Gorkhas’ demand for statehood challenges this framework, 

emphasising the need for more inclusive governance models that address ethnic and regional grievances 

(Zurfluh, 2008, pp. 3–4). 

Temporary political settlements, such as the DGHC and GTA, have largely been seen as superficial 

solutions that fail to address the root causes of the movement. The absence of meaningful political 

representation and the centralisation of power in Kolkata have further alienated the Gorkha community, 

leading to recurring protests and demands for autonomy (Datta and Sengupta, 2020). 
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The Gorkhaland movement aligns with other autonomy struggles in India, such as those in Telangana and 

Jharkhand. These movements, driven by similar factors of economic neglect, cultural identity, and 

governance inefficiencies, offer valuable insights into the challenges of balancing regional aspirations 

with national integration (Karat, 2014). 

For instance, Jharkhand achieved statehood in 2000 but continues to grapple with issues of economic 

disparity and governance inefficiencies. This demonstrates that while statehood may address some 

grievances, it is not a panacea for all socio-political challenges (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, pp. 99–100). 

 

Significance of the Study 

This study aims to contextualise the Gorkhaland movement within India’s broader governance challenges, 

examining how regional aspirations can be balanced with national integrity. By situating the movement 

within the framework of Indian federalism, it highlights the complexities of accommodating ethnic and 

cultural diversity in a centralised governance structure. The Gorkha community’s demand for statehood 

underscores the limitations of existing political arrangements like the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council 

(DGHC) and the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA), which have failed to address the root 

causes of marginalisation. Exploring these challenges provides valuable insights into how governance 

reforms can better respond to similar autonomy movements across the country (Zurfluh, 2008, p. 5). 

This research delves into the historical evolution, socio-economic foundations and cultural assertions 

driving the Gorkhaland movement, offering a holistic understanding of its persistence. By incorporating 

primary survey data and secondary analysis, it identifies recurring patterns of governance inefficiencies 

and socio-political exclusion. The findings not only shed light on the Gorkhas’ specific grievances but 

also resonate with broader themes in identity politics and regional autonomy, making this study relevant 

to other multi-ethnic societies grappling with similar tensions. 

Ultimately, the study contributes to the discourse on federalism and conflict resolution in India by 

proposing actionable strategies for balancing regional autonomy with national cohesion. It emphasises the 

importance of inclusive governance models that prioritise cultural recognition, equitable resource 

allocation, and decentralised decision-making. Through this lens, the Gorkhaland movement is not just a 

local struggle but a case study in addressing the broader question of how India’s federal framework can 

evolve to harmonise diversity with unity. 

 

Objective 

This research seeks to trace the historical evolution of the Gorkhaland movement, with a focus on 

understanding its persistence and the underlying factors contributing to its continued relevance. By 

examining key elements such as cultural identity, economic disparities, and governance challenges faced 

by the Gorkha community, this paper aims to critically assess the movement's impact within the broader 

context of India’s federal framework. The study will delve into the interplay of regional aspirations, state 

control, and socio-political dynamics that have shaped the movement over time. Furthermore, the paper 

will undertake a comparative analysis with other regional movements, such as those in Telangana and 

Jharkhand, to highlight common governance challenges, identify patterns of regional dissent, and explore 

the possibility of conflict resolution strategies that address both local grievances and national interests. In 

doing so, the research also aims to evaluate potential policy alternatives that could effectively address the 

concerns of the Gorkha community, particularly in terms of autonomy, socio-economic development, and 

cultural preservation, while ensuring the protection of India's territorial integrity. The research will 
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contribute to a deeper understanding of regional movements in India and provide insights into policy 

solutions that balance local aspirations with the country's unity and stability (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, 

pp. 99–100). 

 

Context 

Darjeeling, situated in the eastern Himalayas, is a region known for its lush tea gardens, breathtaking 

landscapes, and rich cultural diversity. However, beneath its scenic beauty lies a history marked by ethnic 

tensions and political struggles, particularly the long-standing demands for a separate state of Gorkhaland. 

At the heart of this struggle are the Gorkhas, a Nepali-origin ethnic group that has historically been 

marginalised in the political and economic spheres of India despite their significant contributions to the 

region’s socio-economic development. The Gorkhas, whose roots in the region date back to the colonial 

period, have long faced systemic challenges in accessing political power, economic resources, and cultural 

recognition, leading to a sense of disenfranchisement and the rise of political movements calling for greater 

autonomy or independence. 

Understanding the Gorkhaland movement requires a comprehensive exploration of its historical, cultural 

and political dimensions. The British colonial migration policies played a pivotal role in shaping the 

demographic landscape of Darjeeling, with the influx of Nepali-speaking migrants, including Gorkhas, 

during the 19th and early 20th centuries, laying the foundation for the current socio-political dynamics. 

These migration policies, while facilitating the development of the tea industry, also sowed the seeds of 

political unrest by creating a multi-ethnic society with competing identities and interests. After India’s 

independence, the Gorkhas’ aspirations for political autonomy were further complicated by post-colonial 

governance structures that often overlooked their needs and concerns. The region’s integration into West 

Bengal also worsened the sense of alienation, as the Gorkhas found themselves politically marginalised 

within a state dominated by Bengali-speaking elites. 

Moreover, the continued socio-economic neglect of Darjeeling, particularly in terms of development, 

infrastructure, and employment opportunities, has fuelled the Gorkhaland movement’s persistence. The 

region, despite its strategic importance and economic potential, has remained economically 

underdeveloped, with the Gorkha community often facing barriers to social mobility and political 

representation. The demand for a separate state is therefore rooted in a combination of historical grievances, 

economic disparities, and the desire for self-determination. 

In order to better understand the Gorkhaland movement, it is also important to examine similar demands 

for self-determination and autonomy around the world. From the Kurds in the Middle East to the Catalans 

in Spain, many ethnic and regional groups have pursued political independence or greater autonomy due 

to historical injustices, cultural suppression, and socio-economic disparities. Analysing these global 

movements offers valuable insights into the broader implications of the Gorkhaland movement, 

particularly in terms of governance, minority rights, and the challenges of balancing local aspirations with 

national unity. By exploring these comparative cases, one can gain a deeper understanding of the universal 

issues that strengthen regional self-determination movements and assess the potential pathways for 

conflict resolution and peacebuilding in the context of the Gorkhaland struggle (Zurfluh, 2008, p. 2). 

 

Research Problem 

Despite administrative changes like the DGHC and GTA, core grievances remain unresolved. The 

movement raises fundamental questions about federalism, regional autonomy, and equitable governance 
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in multi-ethnic India. In what ways has the West Bengal government's response impacted the movement's 

trajectory? What are the key challenges and potential solutions to the Gorkhas' demand for statehood? 

How has the demand for Gorkhaland shaped the socio-political landscape of Darjeeling? 

 

Background 

The Gorkhaland movement, rooted in the region's complex socio-political history, has its origins in 

colonial labour policies imposed by the British. These policies reshaped the demographic and economic 

landscape of the Darjeeling Hills, where Gorkhas were marginalised in both the workforce and political 

spheres. The British administration, with its focus on tea plantations, inadvertently cemented a sense of 

exclusion for the Gorkha community, who were often seen as outsiders despite their integral role in 

shaping the region's identity. This historical marginalisation laid the foundation for the movement's quest 

for statehood, where the demand for recognition was not merely about governance but about a struggle 

for dignity and equal rights (Zurfluh, 2008, pp. 3–4). 

Post-independence, the socio-economic landscape of Darjeeling remained largely unchanged, and the 

Gorkhas continued to experience political exclusion. The creation of the Darjeeling district within West 

Bengal did not address the historical grievances of the community, leading to deepening inequalities. In 

the 1980s, the emergence of the Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF) marked a pivotal moment in 

the movement, as it galvanised popular support for a separate state based on the demand for cultural 

preservation, political representation, and economic justice. The ensuing violent confrontations between 

the state and the movement's supporters underscored the deep-seated frustration that had been brewing for 

decades. This period highlighted the struggle not just for territorial autonomy but also for the recognition 

of the Gorkha identity (Zurfluh, 2008, pp. 3–4). 

The persistence of the Gorkhaland movement is evident in the rise of the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 

(GJMM) in the 2000s, which reaffirmed the movement's relevance in the face of political neglect and 

economic deprivation. This ongoing struggle resonates with similar statehood movements across India, 

such as those in Telangana and Jharkhand, where regional aspirations and demands for autonomy are 

driven by economic disparities, cultural identity, and governance inefficiencies. These parallel movements 

underscore the common thread of marginalisation, where communities seek not just political recognition 

but also socio-economic justice. The Gorkhaland movement, therefore, is part of a larger narrative of 

regional autonomy movements that challenge the central state's authority in the context of historical 

injustice and contemporary inequalities (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, pp. 96–97). 

 

Methodology 

This research is qualitative, analysing the many dimensions of the Gorkhaland movement - from historical 

origins to socio-economic foundations, and even to cultural importance. A systematic methodology 

combining historical analysis, socio-economic review, and ethnographic study has been adopted for 

developing a comprehensive understanding of the subject (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, p. 101). 

The study traced the historical background of the Gorkhaland movement by analysing historical records 

and scholarly publications, especially focusing on works such as Sengupta and Datta (2020). These 

resources highlighted the migration of Nepali labourers into Darjeeling during the British colonial rule 

(Datta and Sengupta, 2020, pp. 96-97). This historical study underlined how the mobilisation of Nepali 

labour to support the economic interest of the British, mostly in tea, created the ground for socio-political 

exclusion of the Gorkha community. After the country gained independence, Gorkhas were politically and 
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culturally marginalised and the community did not like the situation. It utilised primary sources such as 

colonial documents and critical review analyses of governmental policies against the community.  

The study also examines economic stagnation in Darjeeling, leveraging government data, surveys, and 

development indicators to highlight socio-economic challenges. Findings on migration trends and resource 

distribution are supported by Zurfluh's (2008) analysis of governance inefficiencies and political 

marginalisation (Zurfluh, 2008, pp. 4–5). 

Comparative analysis with Telangana and Jharkhand underscores governance failures and autonomy 

movements. Ethnographic insights and community interviews offer a nuanced view of the Gorkha identity 

and cultural struggles, highlighting how these dimensions connect with political aspirations (Zurfluh, 2008, 

p. 4) 

Like Jharkhand, which faced prolonged economic marginalisation before attaining statehood, the 

Gorkhaland region suffers from inadequate infrastructure and limited employment opportunities. 

Telangana’s movement also underscored the disparity between regional economic contributions and state 

investments, a sentiment echoed by the Gorkha community (Zurfluh, 2008, p. 4). 

An important part of the study was an examination of economic stagnation in Darjeeling and its 

implications for the aspiration of statehood. The secondary data, based on economic reviews, especially 

those by Karat (2014), has been important in understanding what economic challenges the region 

encountered since independence. The research therefore analysed government files, development 

indicators, and surveys to see why the region lacked a good deal of infrastructure and inadequate public 

services were scarce along with job opportunities. This analysis contextualised the socio-economic 

motivations for the Gorkhaland movement, portraying how economic neglect compounded grievances in 

the Gorkha community (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, pp. 99-100). The study also looked at local economic 

indicators as a way of correlating the persistence of stagnation with the increasing demands for autonomy. 

The investigation into ethnic identity and cultural representation was conducted through the examination 

of ethnographic studies and literary works with notable input from Zurfluh (2008) and Padhy (2012). This 

segment of the research focused on the expression of Gorkha identity in the context of a nation-state that 

has systematically marginalised minority groups. Through an analysis of cultural identity narratives, the 

study assessed how the Gorkhaland movement functions as a vehicle for the affirmation of self-

determination and acknowledgment (Zurfluh, 2008, p. 4). This process involved an oral narrative 

examination, community-based interviews, and cultural artifacts that would highlight the symbolic as well 

as practical dimensions of the movement. 

The research had a demographic analysis to highlight the separate identity of the Gorkha community. 

Unlike other regional movements in India that are mainly initiated by native groups looking to regain their 

original lands, the Gorkhaland movement is spearheaded by a migrant group with cultural ties to the region. 

This distinction was studied by demographic research and comparative studies of similar autonomy 

movements around the world. This study used statistical data, migration trends, and comparative case 

studies to shed light on the complexity surrounding the Gorkhas' demand for statehood. 

 

Research Approach  

The research used a blend of document analysis, interpretive research methods and a critical review of 

secondary sources. The primary data corpus was the collection of peer-reviewed journals, historical 

archives and governmental publications. Interpretive methods were adopted to create links between 

historical exclusion, economic stagnation and cultural identity along with the overarching political desires 
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of the Gorkhaland movement. The research used a multidisciplinary perspective, thus ensuring that the 

analysis portrayed the complex interplay of multiple factors influencing the movement. 

It was, therefore, the case that research on such sensitive issues would require objectivity and ethical 

considerations. Stories about the community and oral histories were handled with great caution and the 

voice of the marginalised was reflected without distortion and misrepresentation. 

In short, the methodology establishes a sound basis for understanding the Gorkhaland movement as a 

complex interaction of historical marginalisation, economic inaction and the assertion of cultural identity. 

This approach brings together historical, economic, and ethnographic perspectives in order to present an 

expansive perspective for the study of one of India's most tenacious regional movements. 

The pursuit of self-determination by the Gorkhas represents both a call for autonomy and a claim to 

cultural identity within a nation-state that tends to marginalise minority populations. This movement is a 

part of a larger global trend where ethnic groups demand recognition and self-rule. For the Gorkhas, this 

movement is very important, considering their long history in India, but they are often seen as outsiders 

in those regions, which makes their claims about statehood problematic. The movement, therefore, 

represents a dual demand that has both political and cultural implications. 

 

Research Gap 

Most literature sees the Gorkhaland movement from historical and socio-political perspectives, but lesser 

known is that its larger implication is toward the federal structure of India. History reveals that the 

grievances associated with the Gorkha community, related to colonial migration, the socio-economic 

problems they face in life, and issues tied to their ethnic identity and culture have been long-standing. Still, 

the demand for Gorkhaland often gets tied to India's controversial federal structure, which is rather ignored. 

The federal framework of India is characterised by a subtle division of power between the central 

government and the federating units or states, along with consideration of various linguistic, ethnic, and 

regional communities. Yet, the Gorkhaland movement seriously challenges this framework by questioning 

state sovereignty demarcations as well as cultural identity within the Indian federation. Although the 

movement predominantly aims to establish a new state for the Gorkha community, it simultaneously 

embodies a broader discussion regarding the necessity for more accountable governance capable of 

addressing ethnic demands within the federal framework. 

Current literature hardly addresses the issue of how the Gorkhaland movement would or could affect the 

shaping or breaking up of the federal governance structures of India, which involves accommodations of 

regional or ethnic demands inside a framework of a singular state-specifically, under conditions where 

demands for either autonomy or even separate statehood arise from peoples who, though not local to this 

region, yet have strong historic and cultural connection. This analysis noticeably lacks the thorough 

discussion both in terms of how these demands challenge India's federal frame and how the system might 

evolve to accommodate such movements. 

The second area of the gap in literature pertains to how cultural recognition and governance reforms may 

have the capability to address the ethnic conflict in a sustainable manner as in the Gorkhaland movement. 

Even though generally portrayed as a fight for political and territorial autonomy, its roots are deeply 

interlinked with cultural recognition. The Gorkhas want not just administrative power over their territory 

but recognition of their separate linguistic, cultural, and historical identity within the greater Indian state. 

However, the above-mentioned cultural recognition is not adequate to address the basic political tensions. 
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This gap also highlights a broader issue in the literature: the failure to explore governance reforms that 

could address ethnic conflicts in a sustainable manner. Reforms that might be effective include reforms to 

India's federal structure so that authority is more decentralised to regional administrations and ways to 

promote cultural recognition and protect minority identities in the national framework. Such discussions 

are lacking in contemporary literature, which makes it difficult to draw some conclusions as to how ethnic 

mobilisation reconciles with political realities inherent in federal governance. 

This study also attempts to fill such gaps by focusing on theories about ethnic mobilisation and federalism. 

Analysing the Gorkhaland movement through the lens of theory on federalism, this study attempts to 

examine how the Indian federal system can become more cooperative to ethnic and regional aspirations 

without sacrificing the nation's integrity. In addition, the paper will discuss cultural recognition and 

identity politics and how reforms to the governance that fulfil cultural as well as political needs of the 

people may bring more stable solutions to the problems - as seen in Darjeeling. This approach will increase 

the scope of wider deliberations on the role that federalism plays in conflict management in multi-ethnic 

nations, including India, on the aspect of identity politics and claims to autonomy. 

Ultimately, this research is meant to push better understanding of the Gorkhaland movement while at the 

same time offering a balanced framework for proper examination and resolution of similar ethnic conflicts 

throughout India and in other multi-ethnic federations worldwide. 

 

Methods and Data 

To a large extent, this research is based on a mixed-methods approach to understanding the Gorkhaland 

movement. Qualitative and quantitative methodology combine together in an in-depth study of the 

historical context, contemporary socio-political structure, and the overall public emotions prevailing 

against the movement. Qualitative results are based upon the perception of the available literature 

concerning the historical, cultural, and political foundations of the movement. The quantitative data 

obtained through surveys will give a reflection of the public sentiment, thus constituting statistical 

evidence that possibly confirms or denies findings from the existing literature. 

 

Survey Design  

The survey was carefully designed to collect a broad spectrum of opinions on the Gorkhaland movement. 

It included several key sections to explore the participants' knowledge, perceptions, and attitudes towards 

the movement. Specifically, the survey focused on: 

 

Awareness  

Assessing how well-informed people are about the Gorkhaland movement, including their familiarity with 

its history and contemporary relevance. 

 

Perceived Causes  

Investigating what respondents believe are the primary reasons behind the movement, such as socio-

economic marginalisation, political exclusion, or cultural identity issues. 

 

Political, Cultural, and Economic Views  

Understanding public opinion on the political, cultural, and economic aspects of the demand for statehood, 

including how these factors intersect and shape people's support for or opposition to the movement.  
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Influence  

Examining how media portrayal of the movement has shaped public perceptions, focusing on the role of 

local, national, and international media in framing the debate. 

 

Potential Solutions  

Gathering ideas on how to resolve the conflict, from political reforms to governance changes, and 

assessing public support for different approaches. 

The survey combined multiple-choice questions for quantitative analysis, scaled rating questions to 

measure the intensity of opinions, and open-ended questions to capture more detailed, qualitative 

responses. This mixed approach ensures a balanced and rich data set, allowing the study to offer both 

statistical insights and in-depth perspectives on the Gorkhaland movement. 

 

Sampling and Dissemination 

The survey was disseminated online to a sample of 71 respondents, ensuring representation across age, 

gender, ethnicity, and educational backgrounds. Respondents included: 

Age groups ranging from 18 to 54. 

Occupations such as students, working professionals, and self-employed individuals. 

Residents from the Darjeeling region, other parts of West Bengal, and other states in India. The collected 

data was analysed using descriptive statistics to identify key patterns and trends in respondents’ views on 

the Gorkhaland movement. 

 

Data Analysis and Findings 

The survey respondents reveal widespread political and cultural marginalisation among the Gorkhas. Key 

findings include: 

73.2% of respondents perceive political marginalisation in West Bengal. 

70.4% consider cultural identity central to statehood demands. 

50.7% emphasise political autonomy as the movement’s primary driver. 

67.6% view media portrayals of the movement as biased. 

40.8% support full statehood as the most viable solution, while 26.8% advocate for administrative 

autonomy. 

Figure 1 Public Perception of Political Marginalisation of the Gorkha Community in West Bengal 

 
Findings underscore that the survey results reaffirm the deep-rooted nature of the Gorkhaland movement, 

with many respondents citing long-standing cultural and political grievances. The data also highlights 
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generational awareness, particularly among younger demographics, reflecting the movement’s sustained 

relevance. Younger respondents expressed a strong sense of identity and frustration over ongoing issues, 

suggesting that the movement has not only persisted over time but has also gained momentum with newer 

generations who feel equally marginalised. This underscores the movement's continued importance in 

shaping the region’s political discourse.  

Findings underscore a prevalent sense of political and cultural marginalisation among the Gorkha 

community (Datta and Sengupta, 2020, pp. 99-101). The perception of being treated as "outsiders" in their 

homeland emerged as a critical factor driving the demand for statehood. Many respondents expressed that, 

despite their long-standing presence in the region, the Gorkhas have been consistently excluded from key 

political and cultural decision-making processes. This sense of exclusion has fuelled the desire for a 

separate state where they can assert their identity and secure political, economic, and cultural rights.  

The grievances of the Gorkha community resonate with those of Telangana and Jharkhand, where 

demands for cultural recognition and equitable resource distribution were central to their movements. 

While Jharkhand achieved statehood in 2000, it continues to grapple with similar socio-economic 

disparities, reflecting the challenges of translating autonomy into sustainable development (Datta and 

Sengupta, 2020, pp. 99-101). 

The survey reveals that word of mouth plays a pivotal role in shaping perceptions of the movement, acting 

as a primary source of information for many respondents. However, concerns about biased media coverage 

highlight the risk of one-sided narratives influencing public opinion. This underscores the need for more 

balanced and accurate reporting to facilitate informed discourse and promote a nuanced understanding of 

the movement’s complexities. 

While the majority support statehood, opposition voices highlight fears of division and economic 

instability, particularly regarding the potential impact on West Bengal's territorial integrity and resources. 

This divergence underscores the complexity of resolving the Gorkhaland issue, requiring nuanced 

approaches that balance the Gorkha community's aspirations for autonomy with the broader concerns of 

regional cohesion and economic viability. Effective dialogue and inclusive policymaking will be essential 

to address these multifaceted challenges.  

Proposed solutions from respondents align with broader discussions on the movement, reflecting a 

spectrum of opinions. Full statehood remains a prominent demand, viewed by many as the ultimate 

resolution to long standing grievances. However, significant support also exists for intermediate measures 

like administrative autonomy and targeted development programs aimed at addressing socio-economic 

challenges. These suggestions highlight a willingness among some to explore incremental approaches as 

practical steps toward meeting the Gorkha community's needs while navigating political and regional 

complexities.  
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Figure 2 Significance of Cultural Identity in Shaping the Demand for Gorkhaland 

 
 

Figure 3 Primary Reasons for the Gorkhaland Movement 

 
Figure 4 Public Opinion on the Balance of Media Coverage of the Gorkhaland Movement 
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Figure 5 Suggested Solutions to the Ongoing Gorkhaland Issue 

 
Conclusion 

The Gorkhaland movement serves as a significant case study in understanding the complexities of regional 

autonomy and ethnic identity within the context of Indian federalism. It underscores how historical 

grievances, cultural distinctiveness, and socio-economic disparities can fuel sustained demands for self-

governance and recognition. While the movement’s primary focus remains on the demand for full 

statehood, its broader implications suggest the need for a nuanced approach to addressing regional 

discontent. 

The persistence of the Gorkha community’s struggle highlights the limitations of traditional governance 

models that fail to accommodate the diverse aspirations of India’s ethnic and regional groups. Rather than 

viewing the issue solely through the lens of statehood, there is a compelling argument for a reformed 

federal framework that emphasises the decentralisation of power, the delegation of administrative 

autonomy, and the creation of mechanisms that allow for the cultural and political representation of 

historically marginalised communities. Such reforms could address the underlying causes of discontent 

while mitigating the risks of worsening regional divisions. 

Moreover, the Gorkhaland movement points to a broader challenge facing India: the need for policies that 

promote equitable economic development and social inclusion. In regions like Darjeeling, where 

economic disparity is closely tied to issues of political autonomy, a more balanced distribution of resources 

and opportunities is essential for fostering a sense of belonging and reducing feelings of exclusion. 

Economic policies that focus on infrastructure development, education, and employment opportunities - 

particularly for marginalised communities, could help in bridging the gap between the demands for 

cultural recognition and economic advancement. 

At the same time, media representation plays a crucial role in shaping perceptions and influencing public 

opinion on regional issues. By providing balanced and unbiased coverage, the media can help create a 

more informed and constructive dialogue around movements like Gorkhaland. Reducing misinformation 

and stereotypes could foster greater empathy and understanding between different groups, facilitating the 

development of policies that address both local needs and national interests. 

In conclusion, while the Gorkhaland movement is primarily rooted in the search for statehood, it offers 

valuable lessons for India’s approach to federalism, identity politics, and regional autonomy. By 

rethinking governance structures to allow for greater cultural, political, and economic autonomy, India 

could not only resolve the specific concerns of the Gorkhaland movement but also create a framework that 

can address other regional aspirations in a way that strengthens the nation’s unity. The challenge lies in 
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balancing regional aspirations with national goals, ensuring that both local identities and national integrity 

are respected in the evolving landscape of Indian democracy. 
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