~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

Exploring the Role of Peer and Self-Assessment
in Creative Writing: Implications for Classroom
Instruction

Raul Ladao', Charito Ong?

L2University of Science and Technology of Southern Philippines

Abstract

This study investigates the role of peer and self-assessment in enhancing creative writing skills among
Senior High School students. It explores how these assessment strategies influence students' writing
proficiency, engagement, and self-regulation in the classroom. The research employs a mixed-method
approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data collected through classroom observations,
interviews, and performance-based assessments. Findings indicate that integrating peer and self-
assessment fosters a deeper understanding of writing processes, improves student autonomy, and enhances
the overall quality of written outputs. The study provides recommendations for implementing structured
peer and self-assessment strategies in creative writing instruction to promote a more interactive and
reflective learning environment.
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Introduction

Creative writing is a critical component of language instruction, fostering students' ability to express ideas,
develop critical thinking skills, and refine their writing techniques. Traditional assessment methods often
focus on teacher-driven evaluations, which, while valuable, may not fully engage students in the learning
process. Peer and self-assessment offer alternative assessment strategies that actively involve students in
evaluating their own and their peers’ writing, leading to deeper learning and improved writing skills.
This study explores how peer and self-assessment contribute to creative writing proficiency, student
engagement, and classroom dynamics. By integrating these strategies into instruction, educators can
encourage students to critically analyze their writing, provide constructive feedback, and develop a
stronger sense of responsibility for their learning. This research examines the effectiveness of peer and
self-assessment in enhancing creative writing outcomes and proposes instructional recommendations for
their implementation in classroom settings.

Conceptual Framework

The study is anchored in two primary theoretical frameworks: Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development
(ZPD) and Assessment for Learning (AfL). Vygotsky’s ZPD highlights the importance of scaffolded
learning, where students benefit from guided interactions with peers to reach higher levels of writing
proficiency. AfL emphasizes the role of assessment in improving learning outcomes by engaging students
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in self-reflection and peer feedback.

By incorporating these frameworks, this study examines how structured peer and self-assessment activities
support students' ability to critique, revise, and refine their creative writing. The study also explores how
these assessment strategies promote metacognitive awareness, allowing students to self-regulate their
learning and writing progress effectively.

Methodology

This study employs a mixed-method research design to assess the impact of peer and self-assessment on
creative writing proficiency. The study is conducted among Senior High School students enrolled in
Creative Writing subject in a public education sector in Northern Mindanao. The research follows a
convergent parallel approach where qualitative and quantitative data are collected simultaneously to
provide a comprehensive analysis of the subject matter.

Quantitative data is gathered through pre-test and post-test evaluations of student compositions, analyzed
using statistical methods such as paired t-tests and ANCOVA to measure the effectiveness of peer and self-
assessment. Qualitative data, on the other hand, is collected through semi-structured interviews, focus
group discussions, and classroom observations, providing insights into students’ experiences, attitudes,
and challenges encountered in the assessment process.

To ensure the reliability and validity of the study, a rubric-based assessment tool is employed, aligning
with established creative writing benchmarks. The study also incorporates peer review guidelines and self-
assessment checklists to standardize the evaluation process. Ethical considerations are taken into account,
including obtaining informed consent from participants, ensuring confidentiality, and providing students
with constructive feedback without negative reinforcement. The triangulation of data from multiple
sources enhances the robustness of the findings and mitigates potential biases in the interpretation of
results.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this paper reveal that peer and self-assessment significantly enhance students' ability to
analyze their writing critically, revise effectively, and improve overall writing quality. Students who
engaged in these assessment practices demonstrated noticeable improvements in organization, coherence,
and creativity in their written outputs. This supports previous studies that highlight the positive impact of
peer assessment in fostering a sense of accountability and ownership in students' learning processes
(Topping, 2022; Van Ginkel et al., 2023). By involving students in evaluating their work and that of their
peers, they develop deeper cognitive engagement with writing conventions and narrative structures
(McCarthy, 2023; Panadero & Alonso-Tapia, 2022).

Increased student engagement was observed as a key outcome of peer and self-assessment
implementation. Learners became more invested in their writing tasks, recognizing the value of feedback
in refining their compositions. Research by Winstone and Carless (2022) supports this, emphasizing that
self-assessment encourages students to take an active role in learning, leading to improved motivation and
sustained academic performance. Furthermore, collaborative assessment activities fostered a more
inclusive learning environment, where students felt comfortable exchanging feedback and discussing ways
to enhance their writing without the fear of formal teacher evaluation (Boud et al., 2022; Nicol, 2023).
Another significant finding is that these assessment strategies contribute to the development of critical
thinking skills. Through structured self-assessment, students exhibited a heightened awareness of their
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writing strengths and weaknesses, allowing them to make more informed revisions. Studies by Andrade
and Brookhart (2023) and Peterson and Irving (2023) indicate that self-assessment facilitates
metacognitive development, enabling students to approach writing as an iterative process rather than a
one-time task. Similarly, peer assessment cultivates analytical skills as students learn to recognize writing
elements that contribute to coherence and impact.

Conclusion

The findings of this study confirm that peer and self-assessment are effective strategies for enhancing
creative writing proficiency, student engagement, and critical thinking skills. These assessment methods
empower students to take an active role in their learning process, fostering autonomy and accountability.
The collaborative nature of peer assessment encourages a supportive classroom environment where
constructive feedback leads to significant improvements in writing quality.

Additionally, self-assessment enables students to develop metacognitive skills that are crucial for lifelong
learning and continuous self-improvement. However, for these strategies to be fully effective, it is essential
to provide structured guidelines, training, and scaffolded support to ensure students understand the
assessment criteria and can deliver constructive feedback effectively.

Recommendations

Integrating peer and self-assessment in creative writing instruction fosters a more reflective and interactive
learning process. Developing structured strategies that guide students in evaluating their work critically
can strengthen their analytical skills and enhance their ability to provide constructive feedback.
Establishing a collaborative learning environment where peer discussions encourage deeper engagement
with writing tasks may lead to sustained improvements in writing proficiency.

Expanding professional development initiatives can equip educators with effective assessment
methodologies that facilitate meaningful self and peer evaluations. Incorporating digital platforms that
support interactive feedback processes can further enrich students' learning experiences, making
assessment more accessible and dynamic. Exploring innovative approaches to assessment practices can
open new pathways for enhancing creativity and independent learning.

Future research may delve into the long-term effects of self and peer assessment on students' writing
competencies across various learning contexts. Examining how these strategies influence motivation, self-
regulation, and critical thinking beyond creative writing courses may provide insights into their broader
educational impact. By continuously refining assessment methodologies, educators can cultivate an
academic setting that promotes student autonomy, creativity, and lifelong learning.
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