
1Volume7,Issue1,January-February2025IJFMR250138056

●Email:editor@ijfmr.comE-ISSN:2582-2160●Website:www.ijfmr.com

InternationalJournalforMultidisciplinaryResearch(IJFMR)

ImpactofLiteracyinTribalPopulationon Income
and occupational Opportunities

Dr.SangeetaMohan
AssociateProfessor,DeenDayalUpadhyayaCollege,UniversityofDelhi

"This research is funded by the Indian Council of Social Science and Research (ICSSR)" Under
the Project titled Role of Illiteracy in Tribal’s and Its Impact on Various Government Policies.

Abstract:
Thepresentstudyproposestodeveloptheregionaldimensionoftriballiteracybyemphasizingthespatial
patterns.The study also highlights theimpact ofilliteracy on theimplementation ofvarious Government
schemes. A well-structured questionnaire based on the objectives of the present study was formed. Data
was collected from tribal people from Jharkhand, Assam Chhattisgarh, MP and Odisha.
The Ministry of Social Welfare, Tribal affairs & Ministry of Education have started more than 100 such
schemes that can uplift the living standard of tribal people. Illiteracy is considered to be one of the most
unfavorable social problems that tribal people are experiencing. A sample size of 200 respondents was
randomly selected to ascertain the impact of Illiteracy on various government projects. The majority of
respondentswereinfavorofformaleducationalinstitutionsforwomen.Findingsrevealthatliteratetribal
parentshaveabetterattitudetowardseducationoftheirchildrenthantheirilliteratecounterparts.Findings also
reveal that tribal parents from high socio economic have better attitude towards literacy than tribals from
low socio-economic back grounds.
Findings suggest that the literacy level of the tribal people is not having much impact on their earning
capacity. The job opportunities for tribal people have improved based on their literacy level which is
explained by the factor that is formed. Increased rate of literacy has a positive impact on overall growth
oftribes,inimprovingincome,Jobopportunitiesfortribalpeopleimprovedwithimprovementinliteracy. he
factor analysis of the study reveals that literacy level has improved the earning capacity of the tribal
people and in a way Mother’s and Infant’s Mortality rate has decreased significantly. - The factor of
Variousgovernment’swelfareScheme(0.856)andExploitation(Physical&Financial)inJob(0.560)also
significantly decreased by literacy level which is explained by the factor analysis
A large number of respondents 37 (N=100) that constitutes approximately 41.11 % are illiterate because
ofnon-specifiedreasons.Eighteenrespondentsthatconstitutes20%repliedthattheydidnotgotoschools
because of their parents. Ten respondents (11.12%) left schooling because of their poor family back
ground and had to work as a wage labour to support family, attitude of teachers and students ( 6.67%),
because ofdomestic work (13.34%) were left illiterate.
Study also reveals that 24 % of respondents 48 (N= 200 ) did not get seeds and fertilizers because they
werenot informed by the officers, 29 % of respondents 58 ( N=200) did not get their genuine wage from
contractor because they don’t know what fixed minimum wage are decided for them, 12 respondent did
not get benefit of DBT ( Direct Benefit Transfer ) because they don’t have bank account. Four percent
respondent8(N=200)didnotgetbenefitoffreerationbecausetheirrationcardwasnotmadeandahuge number of
respondents 18 % ( N=200) could not avail facilities of Ayushman Bharat health card as their adhar card
was either not made or was not linked properly.
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Introduction
India has raised the current literacy rate of Tribals up to 73.04% (2021) from 12% at the time of
Independence in 1947, its still lagging behind the world average literacy rate of 84%. When compared
withothernations,RepublicofIndiahasthelargestilliteratepopulation.AsperCensus2011,literacyrate of
Scheduled Tribes (STs) was 59% whereas the overall literacy rate was 73% at all India level. As per
Periodic Labor Force Survey (PLFS) report 2017-18 published by Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, literacy rate for STs is 67.7% and corresponding over all figure is 76.9%. The PLFS
2018-19 report reveals an improvement in literacy rate of STs at 69.4% as compared to 78.1% over all.
TheUnionandthestategovernmentshavespentconsiderablesumsofmoneyfortribalyouths'education, but the
results are meager. The Commissions for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes asserts that
unlessexploitationofthetribalsiscombated andeliminatedthrougheducation,noimprovementintribal welfare
will take place. Tribal communities face many problems, includingpoverty, exploitation, health issues,
and cultural loss.

ReviewofLiterature
Various educational policies and government initiatives have aimed at improving the literacy rate of the
tribalcommunities,thereistheissueofhighdropoutrates(70.9%,accordingtoarecentstudy)amongthe tribals.
In such a situation Mathew (2022). For wholistic development of tribals, their language, identify or
culture cannot be discarded on the process of accessing education, while preservation and recognition
oftheiruniquenesscouldenhancetheresultofbeingeducatedJoshen(2022).Russell&Lim(2008)found that
students from alowersocio-economicstatus were more likely to dropout from school than astudent from a
higher socio-economic status. Malnutrition, Anemia, Malaria are curse to the indigenous
communitiesofIndia,Zehol(1988).Khanum,R.,Mahadi,M.S.A.,&Islam,M.S.(2022)revealsintheir study
that women's economic independence is promoted via entrepreneurship, which gives them more control
over family finances. Adivasis in the study region of Telangana State, India, have seen negative effects
of globalization on many facets of their social and economic lives, including marriage, clothing styles,
and diet. Lal (2021). Because youngsters must help their family members with planting, weeding,
plantation,andharvestingtasks,thedropoutrateishigherduringthecultivationperiodAnotherimportant
reasonwhyindigenouschildrendropoutofschooliseconomichardshipPrasasti(2021).Tribalwomen in India
work longer hours than men and contribute significantly to their families' income, yet they have less
economic prospects than men do. Sathpathy (2020). Pagan (2017) studiedthechallenges faced by
students from scheduled tribe communities in a multicultural classroom setting. Tribal children isolate
themself from the rest when the teachers, parents and society neglect them. Mahanta (2016) In his study
titledImpactofEducationonFertility:EvidencefromaTribalSocietyinAssam,Indiafindsthateducation is a
significant determinant of the fertility level even in a tribal society. Kumari, Devi and Rani (2009)
haveconductedastudyonimpactofmid-daymealprogramintribalareasofGodavaridistrictofAndhra
Pradeshandfoundthatthemid-daymealprogramhasremarkableimprovedtheschoolattendance,eating habits
of children and academic performance as perceived by teachers.

Research Methodology:
A sample size of 200 respondents was randomly selected to ascertain the impact of Illiteracy on various
government projects. Universe of the study, is individuals, Groups of people, Community, Society and
alsoorganizations,comprisingalladultmenandwomenandpeoplesbelongingtotheSTagerangewas
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08to70yearsirrespectiveoftheireducationandgeographyfrom,Jharkhand,Orissa,Assam,Bihar,MP and
Chhattisgarh.
Research questionnaire – Research questionnaire was prepared by the researcher. It consist of various
items(questions)pertainingtotheissueathandincludingthegeneralinformationoftherespondentsuch as Age,
Gender, Educational Qualification etc. The questionnaire consists of both open ended and close ended
questions as well as, Quantitative and Qualitative types of questions.
Objective: To study the impact of Illiteracy on occupational and improved Job activities of tribal
populations.
Hypothesis:
A. Therewillbe anegative relationshipbetweenilliteracyandoccupationalactivity.
B. Therewill be apositiveimpact ofLiteracy levelonincomeofthetribal people.

ResultandDiscussion
The study reveals that the majority of respondents were in favor of formal educational institutions for
women.Findingsrevealthatliteratetribalparentshaveabetterattitudetowardseducationoftheirchildren than
their illiterate counterparts. Findings also reveal that tribal parents from high socio economic have better
attitude towards literacy than tribals from low socio-economic back grounds. Finding reveals that
theliteracy levelof thetribalpeople isnothaving anyimpact onthe earningcapacityof the tribalpeople and
it’s not different among various groups of literacy level.
Dimensions of Enhanced Earning Capacity based on Literacy Level of the tribal are measured with the
help of different variables which is grouped based on the factor analysis. The analysis helps to group the
variables based on the opinions of the tribal people and measure the differences in the opinions of the
tribal people.

Table:1:RelationshipbetweenLiteracyLevel,AgeandIncomeGrouponVariablesofEarning Capacity
of Tribal People .

SN Variableson Earning Age Literacy
Level

Income
Group

1 Various government’s welfare
Scheme

0.526 0.846 0.658

2 Exploitation(Physical&Financial)in
Job

0.571 0.630 0.109

3 Occupational and Improved Job
activities

0.450 0.518 0.010*

4 Motherand Infant’sMortalityrate 0.612 0.120 0.084
5. OverallgrowthandimprovingIncome 0.881 0.051 0.544
6 Knowledgeof college education 0.572 0.241 0.205

(*-impliessignificantpair@5percentlevel)
A. Literacy Level has no significant impact on the earning capacity of tribal People .. The table explains
the relationship is invalid based on the p-values ( 0.544) of ANOVA analysis. Literacy till primary
standard ( Class I-V ) does not increase their employability to any significant level hence the hypothesis
“There will be a negative relationship between illiteracy and occupational activity.” Is accepted.
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B. AgeandEarningCapacityoftribalPeopledoesnothaveanyrelationshipwiththeearningCapacity.It is clear
from the opinions of the people involved in the study. The p-values of the ANOVA testing are
insignificantwhichisgiveninTableNumber-1.Theinsignificanceexplainsthelackofrelationshipsbased on
different age groups.
C. Education oftribal peopleis having influence on thevariableofimproved job opportunities and other
variables are having insignificant relationship with literacy and the income group. It is clearly explained
by the p-values (0.010*) of the test. Hence the hypothesis “There will be a positive impact of Literacy
level on income of the tribal people” is accepted.

Conclusion
Education of the tribal people is having influence on the variable of improved job opportunities but the
literacy level of the tribal people is not having any impact on their earning capacity and it’s not different
among various groups of literacy level. Literacy till primarystandard (Class I-V )does not increase their
employability to any significant level
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