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Abstract:

Frankenstein is a Gothic novel that tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist who creates a
monstrous creature from dead body parts. The creature, shunned by society due to its grotesque
appearance, seeks revenge against its creator, leading to devastating consequences. Through Victor’s
narrative, the novel explores themes of ambition, responsibility, and the dangers of unchecked scientific
progress. The novel raises important questions about the nature of monstrosity, the consequences of
playing God, and the importance of human connection and empathy. Northanger Abbey is a satirical
romance novel that follows the story of Catherine Morland, a young and naive heroine who becomes
embroiled in a mysterious plot at Northanger Abbey. The novel is a commentary on the societal norms
and literary conventions of Austen’s time, particularly the excesses of the Gothic genre. Through
Catherine’s misadventures, the novel explores themes of imagination, reality, and social class,
highlighting the limitations and constraints placed on women during the late 18" century. The novel is a
witty and ironic critique of societal norms, offering insights into the human experience and the
importance of balancing fantasy with reality.
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Introduction:

Jane Austen (1775-1817) was an English author celebrated for her acumen in social commentary and her
analysis of women's independence in novels such as Pride and Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility. Her
novels, noted for their irony and wit, continue to be popular due to their enduring themes. Mary Shelley
(1797-1851) was an English author known primarily for writing the seminal novel Frankenstein.
Daughter of feminist intellectuals, she wrote of creation, accountability, and the human condition.
Shelley's writing, long viewed as the first science fiction novel, was influenced by her interest in the
intersection of science and ethics. Both writers had a profound effect on literature, pushing the
boundaries of societal expectations in their respective eras.

Mary Shelley composed Frankenstein as a means to discuss themes of creation, accountability, and the
effects of unlimited ambition, prompted by the scientific revolution during her time and individual loss.
In contrast, Jane Austen's Northanger Abbey is a parody of Gothic novels that satirizes societal
standards and the romantic imagination. Austen sought to showcase the excesses of her time's literature
and encourage reason and realism in relations. Both authors contributed uniquely to the literary
landscape of their time, reflecting their concerns and societal critiques.
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Mary Shelley's Frankenstein is chiefly a work of Gothic fiction and science fiction. It treats issues of
creation, responsibility, and the implications of unbridled ambition in the narrative of a scientist who
invents a living creature. Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen is a Gothic parody and romance novel. It
parodies the Gothic novel genre and touches on themes of imagination, social commentary, and self-
discovery through the life experiences of its heroine, Catherine Morland, as she deals with love and
societal expectations.

In Northanger Abbey, Jane Austen uses the device of satire and the criticism of Gothic fiction to
examine societal norms and the position of women. The novel satirizes the Gothic genre while at the
same time dealing with themes of romance, identity, and the path to self-discovery. Austen's use of irony
and humor emphasizes the absurdities of societal norms. Therefore, the issues in Northanger Abbey are
closely interwoven with its genre, since the novel's form and material both deconstruct and exalt the
conventions of Gothic fiction and the wider romantic genre.

In Northanger Abbey, imagination vs. reality and the satire of Gothic novels emphasize the pitfalls of
over-romanticism and naivety. Catherine Morland's experience emphasizes the need for discernment in a
world of illusion. Likewise, Jane Austen's examination of social class, gender roles, and marriage in her
novels mirrors the limitations and expectations of society. Both works focus on the importance of
individual development and ethical uprightness, highlighting how individuals cope with societal
demands while pursuing reality and self-consciousness. The two works critique romantic ideals together
with a call for reason and individuality in human relationships.

Austen's purpose in Northanger Abbey lies in the critique of the romanticism found in
Gotbhic fiction while also pointing out the need for discrimination in a culture that all
too often places aesthetics ahead of fact. Austen highlights through Catherine
Morland's experience the necessity of critical thoughtand  the risk of  unbridled fantasy,
finally arguing for  a reconciliation between fantasy and fact. =~ Mary  Shelley’s  Frankenstein
explores the more sinister consequences of unbridled ambition and the pursuit of knowledge.
Shelley is motivated by a desire to investigate the moral obligations of creation and the repercussions
of tampering with God. The tragic fall of Victor Frankenstein is a cautionary

warning regarding the perils of excessive ambition and the moral conundrums of scientific

discovery.

Literature Review:

The literary review of Frankenstein and Northanger Abbey here yields a rich and intricate exploration of
many of the different themes, motifs, and literary strategies typical of the Romantic and the Gothic
modes. Mary Shelley's Frankenstein is a foundational text of the Gothic genre that examines the risks of
unlimited ambition, the costs of playing God, and the ruinous consequences of isolation and loneliness.
The employment of the sublime in the novel, as exemplified by nature and the experiences of the
monster, underscores the mystery and complexity of human life. Shelley's examination of the conflict
between reason and emotion, as exemplified by Victor Frankenstein's single-minded quest for
knowledge, is a warning against the need for responsibility and ethics in scientific inquiry. The novel's
employment of narrative structure, such as Robert Walton's framing expedition, provides depth and
richness to the story, encouraging readers to consider the mysteries and marvels of human life.
Alternatively, Jane Austen's Northanger Abbey is a satirical romance novel that cleverly satirizes
Austen's contemporary society and literary conventions. The novel's application of social satire, in the
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form of Catherine Morland's misadventures at Northanger Abbey, emphasizes the risks of permitting
imagination to take precedence over reason, and the need to balance fantasy with reality. Austen's
examination of the power of imagination, in the form of Catherine's fascination with Gothic fiction, is a
commentary on the societal expectations imposed upon women, emphasizing the limitations and
restrictions of their lives. The novel's deployment of narrative form, the use of free indirect discourse
among them, adds complexity and richness to the text, challenging readers to consider the complications
and dilemmas of identifying oneself in the world. The two novels each present a hero/heroine who can
be identified with the "other,” the creature in the case of Victor Frankenstein standing in for the
monstrous, Catherine Morland standing in for the naive, impressionable heroine. This device enables
both writers to write about themes of identity, isolation, and the quest for self, which reveal the
intricacies and difficulties of discovering where one belongs in life.

Themes

The Hazards of Uncontrolled Ambition:

In Frankenstein, Victor Frankenstein's relentless pursuit of knowledge and desire to create life end up
producing catastrophic results. Likewise, in Northanger Abbey, Catherine Morland's imagination and
penchant for adventure create drama and make her misjudge reality. Both books underscore the hazards
of uncontrolled ambition and the need for balancing desire, reason, and responsibility.

The Potential of Imagination:

Both novels examine the power of imagination and its capacity to construct our sense of reality. In
Frankenstein, Victor Frankenstein's imagination gets the better of him as he constructs the monster,
while in Northanger Abbey, Catherine Morland's imagination is fueled by her reading of Gothic
romances. Both novels underscore the need to balance imagination with reality and the perils of letting
imagination override reason.

Social Class and Status:

Both novels are commentaries upon the social hierarchies of their respective times. In Frankenstein,
Victor Frankenstein's education and privileged upbringing are used as a commentary upon the class
divisions of the period. Likewise, in Northanger Abbey, Austen lampoons the social conventions and
expectations placed upon women, especially those of the higher class. Both novels emphasize the
limitations and constraints placed on people by social class and status.

Identity and Belonging:

Both books deal with the issue of identity and belonging. In Frankenstein, the monster's quest for
identity and acceptance is a commentary on the human need for connection and belonging. Likewise, in
Northanger Abbey, Catherine Morland's quest for identity and belonging is a commentary on the
difficulties young women have in dealing with the intricacies of high society. Both books emphasize the
need to discover one's place in the world and the difficulty of dealing with intricate social relationships.

Conclusion:
Naive and inexperienced heroine Catherine Morland accompanies her family to Bath, where she gets
involved in a secret conspiracy at Northanger Abbey. She meets the dashing and clever young Henry
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Tilney and his family, including General Tilney, a strict and dominating father figure. Catherine's
imagination gets the better of her as she navigates the intricacies of high society life, and she needs to
learn to separate fact from fiction. In her misadventures, Austen ridicules the social conventions and
expectations of women, especially of the upper echelon.

Victor Frankenstein, a brilliant and ambitious scientist, fashion a monstrous creature from the parts of
dead bodies. The creature, ostracized by society as it is abhorrently ugly, strikes back at its creator, and
catastrophic devastation ensues. Shelley, through Victor's story, examines the perils of unbridled
ambition, the repercussions of tampering with God, and the tragic consequences of loneliness and
isolation. The novel poses significant questions regarding the nature of monstrosity, the implications of
scientific advancement, and the value of human connection and empathy.

The novel touches on the themes of Ambition vs. Responsibility, Nature vs. Nurture, and Isolation and
Loneliness. Victor Frankenstein's unbridled ambition results in the creation of a fearsome monster,
painting a picture of the dangers of scientific advancement without accountability. The creature's nature
and nurture are also controversial, questioning the origin of evil. The novel also touches on the
destructive power of isolation and loneliness, as both Victor and the creature suffer from rejection and
abandonment.

The novel touches on the issues of Imagination vs. Reality, Social Class and Status, and Identity and
Belonging. Catherine Morland's imagination gets the better of her as she faces the intricacies of high
society, the pitfalls of mistaking fantasy for reality. The novel satirizes the social etiquette and
expectations put on women, especially those belonging to the upper class. Catherine's quest for identity
and belonging is a comment on the difficulties of young women in securing their place in the world.

In Northanger Abbey, Catherine Morland's perception is influenced by her love for Gothic fiction and
imagination. Her imagination of horror and mystery is a representation of the social expectations
imposed on women and the restrictions and limitations in their lives. Austen employs Catherine's vision
to satirize the extravagance of the Gothic novel and to discuss the complexity of female identity and
agency.

In Frankenstein, Victor Frankenstein's dream is motivated by his ambition and thirst for scientific
knowledge. His dream of giving life is used as a cautionary tale regarding the perils of uncontrolled
ambition and the results of being God. Shelley employs Victor's dream to look at the depth of human
nature, the peril of scientific advance without accountability, and the ruining consequences of seclusion
and desolation.
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