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Abstract: 

The issue of human trafficking is arguably one of the most sophisticated illegal activities and global crimes 

due to its far-reaching impact on national boundaries, governance systems, law enforcement, and the 

protection of human rights. This paper aims to analyze the growing problem of human trafficking from 

the perspective of international cooperation, focusing on the role of bilateral and multilateral treaties, joint 

task forces, and other transgovernmental relations. It discusses the role of international treaties such as the 

Palermo Protocol in influencing legislative collaboration among nations and their domestic laws. The 

paper also emphasizes the need for more effective anti-trafficking strategies through enhanced data 

collection, information sharing, and monitoring frameworks. Analyzing the legal frameworks and their 

execution using the U.S. Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report and other regional reports showcases the 

need for response improvement through stronger legal and policy frameworks. This paper also addresses 

the increasingly concerning issue of organ trafficking as well as the more neglected ethical issues 

associated with data concerning human trafficking victims. In planning the response to human trafficking 

in all its definitional breadth, the study advocates a holistic approach that combines cross-sector legal, 

institutional, and societal efforts. 

 

Introduction 

The global problem of human trafficking is one of the worst violations of human rights today, going 

beyond borders, cultures, and economic situations. It is seen as the illegal trade of people for forced labour, 

sexual exploitation, or involuntary servitude, and it has turned into a humanitarian crisis impacting 

millions across the globe. Many international organizations and governments have noted the urgent need 

to address this type of modern slavery through different legal frameworks. However, there are notable 

differences between international agreements and national laws, which often create gaps in enforcement 

and prevention. This essay will explore the legal systems put in place to fight human trafficking, both on 

an international and domestic level, while looking at their effectiveness and weaknesses.  Along with 

international treaties like the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially 

Women and Children, many countries have enacted local laws to address specific local issues. These laws 

are usually shaped by cultural beliefs, economic situations, and current legal systems, which can either 

help or hinder their application. Therefore, it is essential to grasp the complexities of both international 

agreements and national laws to assess how well these frameworks can prevent the trafficking of at-risk 

groups. In addition, this essay will review case studies that show how different legal strategies affect the 

fight against human trafficking, highlighting the relationship between national laws and international 

guidelines.  As nations deal with the widespread issue of human trafficking, the need for a clear and united 

response is crucial. Comparing international and national legal frameworks provides an in-depth look at 
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the best practices and obstacles faced by various regions. This analysis will showcase not only the 

achievements gained from teamwork, such as cross-border collaboration and support for victims, but also 

the ongoing challenges, such as limited resources, insufficient law enforcement training, and low public 

awareness. By focusing on the benefits and drawbacks of different legal approaches, this essay aims to 

add to the ongoing conversation about effective strategies to fight human trafficking, helping create a safer 

and more just world. 

 

Meaning of Human Trafficking 

The term human trafficking is complex and often misinterpreted, making it hard to tackle both globally 

and within countries. At its essence, human trafficking is about exploiting people through coercion, 

trickery, or force for different reasons, such as work, sex, or organ trade. This definition matches the 

United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, which highlights the 

importance of consent and the abusive situations surrounding trafficking. Human trafficking is not just a 

breach of individual rights; it also involves many social, economic, and political elements that keep it 

going. The difficulty also lies in recognizing the different types of trafficking, including family-based 

scenarios and those occurring in war zones, where marginalized groups are often hit hardest. Hence, there 

is a need for strong legal systems to thoroughly address these wrongdoings and safeguard at-risk 

populations.  The difficulties in defining human trafficking become clearer when looking at the situations 

in which it happens. For example, displaced individuals, especially women and children, are very 

vulnerable to being exploited during their move from crisis to safe places. Studies show that gender-based 

violence and exploitation often happen during displacement, with trafficking being a harsh outcome of 

socio-political turmoil. The multi-step journey of displacement, as outlined in various studies, reveals that 

simple definitions do not suffice and there's a need for a deeper understanding of human trafficking that 

includes the real-life experiences of those affected. Tackling these complexities is vital for creating 

effective legal systems, both internationally and domestically, that can adjust to the changing nature of 

trafficking—particularly amid increasingly unstable global situations that displace vulnerable groups.  To 

build a strong response to human trafficking, those involved must adopt a definition that reflects the 

complexity and seriousness of the issue. This means recognizing the key links between legal, economic, 

social, and cultural factors that allow trafficking to continue. Initiatives like those under the Issues 

Affecting Women Programme highlight a full social change strategy that promotes a human rights-focused 

method to fighting trafficking and exploitation. These efforts stress the need to develop networks, bolster 

movements, and form partnerships to create systemic change. By incorporating a comprehensive 

understanding of human trafficking into legal systems, it becomes possible to carry out focused actions 

that tackle the underlying causes while ensuring that survivors get the support and protection they need. 

This leads to a more complete method for fighting human trafficking locally and globally. 

 

Importance of the Issue 

Addressing human trafficking is very important because it is a serious violation of human rights and a 

major global problem. This modern slavery crosses borders and affects many areas, hurting many people, 

especially women and children. The complexity of human trafficking needs strong legal structures that 

focus not just on punishing offenders but also on providing help for victims. Strong laws are critical for 

ensuring accountability and creating ways for justice and recovery. Recent analyses show that effective 

legal actions can improve cooperation among countries, which is necessary to break down complex 
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trafficking networks that rely on exploitation and vulnerability 1 By creating a system to deal with these 

issues, the dream for a safer and fairer world can be realized.  Moreover, the need to fight against human 

trafficking is made clear by its economic effects, which impact not only the victims but also society as a 

whole. Trafficking greatly disrupts social stability and growth, forcing countries to spend a lot of resources 

on its effects. Victims, trapped in exploitation, encounter many difficulties when trying to reintegrate into 

society, so it is crucial for legal systems to create strong support systems. This includes not only legal 

actions against traffickers but also approaches that focus on helping victims heal and regain strength. 

Merging these elements helps to ensure that victims are seen as more than just numbers or legal cases, but 

as survivors with rights that need protection and a path back into society.  Prioritizing victim needs allows 

legal systems to contribute to lasting solutions that break the cycle of trafficking.  In international law, the 

effort to combat human trafficking shows a shared understanding of the need for effective teamwork 

between nations. Many treaties and protocols have been put in place to encourage cooperation against 

trafficking, but there are still differences and challenges in how they are carried out across different 

regions. Studying international and domestic legal frameworks uncovers gaps in how countries approach 

this issue. Recognizing these differences is critical for sharing best practices and standardizing protocols 

that improve the success of anti-trafficking efforts. The legal framework should be adaptable yet strong, 

suitable for the complexities of varying legal systems while ensuring strict enforcement. By stressing a 

global commitment to eliminate trafficking, nations can work together more efficiently to create a network 

of protection and deterrence 2 

 

Overview of Legal Frameworks 

A good legal framework is important for fighting human trafficking, which is a complex problem 

worsened by globalization and social issues. Different international agreements, treaties, and protocols lay 

the groundwork for understanding and tackling trafficking. The Palermo Protocol is a key document that 

provides definitions and responsibilities for countries to deal with human trafficking (UN, 2000). It 

stresses the need for prevention, prosecution, and protection, creating a well-rounded strategy that 

addresses the need for various approaches. However, these international guidelines can fall short without 

strong local legal systems that adapt to the specific circumstances and effectively carry out the required 

actions. Therefore, reviewing local laws alongside international responsibilities is critical for evaluating a 

country's comprehensive tactics against trafficking since legal frameworks at both levels must operate 

together to create a strong response to the issue3. When looking at local frameworks, countries may create 

different laws and policies that reflect their legal customs and political situations. For example, South 

Africa has implemented the Trafficking Act to address human trafficking specifically within its country 

while complying with international obligations. Still, the success of such laws depends greatly on how 

well they are enforced and the support systems behind them. A disjointed approach, where laws do not 

fully address the complexities of trafficking, can prevent effective prosecutions and protection for victims. 

The relationship between legal definitions and enforcement practices is critical, as shown in comparative 

studies that explore how various jurisdictions tackle these issues. This analysis reveals the differences in 

how well laws work, improving the overall understanding of how to enhance legal actions against human 

 
1 Dr. Shishir Srivastava, New India in the 21st Century: 21 Visions for a Developed India by 2050 (Notion Press.Com, 2023). 

2 Dr. Shishir Srivastava, New India in the 21st Century: 21 Visions for a Developed India by 2050 (Notion Press.Com, 2023). 

3 Robyn Shepherd, “Meeting the Minimum Standards of the Palermo Protocol: The Case of South Africa” University of the 

Western Cape(2016). 
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trafficking both at home and internationally. Additionally, international frameworks often face challenges 

from transnational crime, showing that fighting human trafficking goes beyond borders. Cooperation 

between countries is essential for addressing trafficking networks that take advantage of legal gaps and 

inconsistencies in different regions. Treaties like the United Nations Convention Against Transnational 

Organized Crime provide guidance for standardizing laws among countries, but effective domestic 

legislation is crucial for achieving real results. Regional collaborations can strengthen these efforts, 

encouraging discussions that aim for uniform legal standards and practices. Successful strategies should 

focus on creating consistent laws that hinder traffickers and protect victims' rights, requiring agreement 

among neighbouring countries on their legal frameworks. This combined effort not only boosts national 

capacities but also enhances a united front against the global problem of human trafficking, emphasizing 

the necessity of collaboration in combating this crime on various levels. 

 

The Role of International Cooperation 

International cooperation is very important in the fight against human trafficking because this crime goes 

beyond national borders and presents unique issues that need a united approach. The complicated nature 

of human trafficking—mixed up with migration, labour exploitation, and even modern slavery—requires 

teamwork to tackle its many aspects. Important international treaties and guidelines, like the Palermo 

Protocol, offer frameworks that require countries to adopt comprehensive actions against trafficking. 

These international agreements support information exchange, joint investigations, and training programs 

across countries, which improves the ability of nations to effectively fight trafficking. Thus, knowing the 

functions of different international legal tools is vital as they influence domestic laws and policies, 

promoting better cooperation in fighting trafficking worldwide, as shown in research on legislative 

effectiveness in South Africa. Moreover, regional cooperation shows the advantages of shared tactics in 

the battle against human trafficking. Regional groups, such as the European Union, have made specific 

rules and suggestions aimed at uniting efforts among member nations. Research from Euro found 

highlights the need to watch and oversee labour market intermediaries to stop trafficking, particularly for 

labour exploitation4. These partnerships ensure that countries not only exchange best practices but also 

work together to supervise compliance and enforcement. Such regional approaches lead to a more unified 

reaction to trafficking by tackling the social and economic problems that fuel this crime. By joining forces, 

nations can create regional action plans focused on prevention, protection, and prosecution, reinforcing 

that human trafficking is a common issue needing an organized and cooperative global response.  In the 

end, international cooperation is vital for creating a thorough response to human trafficking. The 

challenges that trafficking presents do not stay within national borders; thus, countries need to align their 

goals and strategies to effectively deal with the crime. Collaborative networks among governments, 

NGOs, and international organizations are critical for successful prevention strategies and victim support. 

These collaborations not only aid in sharing knowledge and resources but also support coordinated efforts 

against traffickers operating in various jurisdictions. By embracing international best practices and legal 

frameworks, countries can strengthen their local policies and build a stronger system to effectively fight 

against human trafficking. Ultimately, the cooperation fostered through international collaboration serves 

as the key element in the ongoing fight against this terrible crime, highlighting a dedication to international 

human rights and the safety of individuals at risk of exploitation. 

 
4 Nick Clark, Andrea Fromm, et.al., “Regulation of Labour Market Intermediaries and the Role of Social Partners in 

Preventing Trafficking of Labour.” Eurofound (2016). 
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Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements 

Bilateral and multilateral agreements are important in how countries respond to human trafficking, acting 

as key tools for international cooperation. Bilateral agreements usually involve two countries directly 

negotiating, enabling them to tackle specific trafficking issues suited to their individual social and political 

situations. These customized agreements can promote the sharing of information, resource distribution, 

and joint actions that often work better than broader accords. On the other hand, multilateral agreements 

include several countries and tend to focus on establishing international standards and norms, which helps 

build larger coalitions against trafficking. Such agreements can boost global involvement, ensuring that 

different legal systems and policies work together to manage the complexities of human trafficking that 

often go beyond borders.  The effectiveness of these bilateral and multilateral agreements in fighting 

human trafficking can be improved by including trans governmental networks (TGNs). These networks, 

made up of officials below the national level, present a useful alternative to traditional formal international 

treaty organizations (ITOs) by enabling quicker, more adaptable cooperation that can respond to new 

trafficking trends. Unlike ITOs, which aim to lower transaction costs and increase trust through legally 

binding treaties, TGNs focus on flexibility in policy. This flexibility is vital in tackling the different types 

of human trafficking that may emerge from environmental changes or shifting political circumstances. 

Both bilateral and multilateral agreements can gain from these networks by offering ways for quicker 

responses and sharing of best practices, thus boosting efforts to break down trafficking networks at both 

local and global levels.  However, the problems in enforcing and sticking to bilateral and multilateral 

agreements should not be ignored. The legal systems set up through these agreements can face pushback 

due to issues of national sovereignty or uneven commitment levels among the countries involved. Reviews 

of these agreements show that, while they may establish binding responsibilities, actual application is 

often affected by differing priorities among nations. For example, in cases involving secondary sanctions 

that are mentioned in the literature, countries may put their national interests ahead of agreed-upon 

measures, which results in mixed responses to human trafficking. Therefore, continuing to develop and 

strengthen international legal frameworks, along with creating supportive TGNs, are crucial steps for 

improving the effectiveness of bilateral and multilateral agreements in the global struggle against human 

trafficking. 

 

Information Sharing Among Nations 

Sharing information well between countries is very important for fighting human trafficking all over the 

world. The  complicated nature of human trafficking networks makes it necessary for countries to work 

together, forming partnerships to exchange intelligence, best practices, and resources for a common 

purpose. Creating agreements on both bilateral and multilateral levels helps improve cooperation and 

makes anti-trafficking actions more effective. For example, the United Nations Palermo Protocol functions 

as a key agreement, encouraging countries to create laws that support information sharing and cooperative 

work to investigate and punish traffickers. By building these connections, countries can respond better to 

trafficking issues, leading to a more unified way of handling prevention and support for victims5. This 

cooperative setting not only improves legal systems but also increases the effectiveness of individual 

countries in their anti-trafficking efforts.  Barriers to sharing information between countries can slow down 

anti-trafficking efforts and create serious issues in addressing this global challenge. Problems like political 

 
5 Ananya V. Mehra and Gazala Sharif, “Legal Framework and International Cooperation in Combatting 

Human Trafficking.” International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (2024). 
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disagreements, different national goals, and various laws and procedures can make international teamwork 

difficult. Also, the lack of standard methods for sharing data can create holes in intelligence and weaken 

attempts to fight trafficking networks effectively. Corruption and resources being limited can further stop 

countries from wanting or being able to share important information. These hurdles show a clear need for 

complete strategies that create straightforward channels for communication and collaboration, allowing 

nations to share necessary information about trafficking cases more easily. Tackling these challenges 

requires a commitment to developing strong bilateral and multilateral relationships, building a stronger 

joint effort against human trafficking at all governance levels6. In addition to institutional partnerships, 

the importance of NGOs and international organizations in helping countries share information should not 

be ignored. NGOs often act as key links, providing local insights and data that can guide policy choices. 

Their unique role helps connect government agencies and communities impacted by human trafficking, 

ensuring that victims' experiences and needs are clearly understood. Additionally, organizations like the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM) play essential roles in creating frameworks for information sharing. They offer training, resources, 

and opportunities for dialogue among nations, creating a friendly environment for cooperation. By taking 

advantage of these organizations and building strong ties between governments and civil society, countries 

can create a teamwork model that greatly improves the effectiveness of their combined actions against 

human trafficking.7 

 

Joint Task Forces 

The creation of Joint Task Forces (JTFs) is very important for dealing with the issues of human trafficking, 

especially within both international and domestic laws. JTFs bring together different law enforcement 

agencies, non-governmental organizations, and international entities to create a strong response against 

the global nature of human trafficking. By combining resources and knowledge, these task forces improve 

the ability to spot and handle trafficking activities. This teamwork not only expands actions but also allows 

sharing of information, which is essential for breaking up organized crime groups that often work across 

borders. In the end, the success of JTFs is highlighted by their skill in adapting to the special challenges 

of human trafficking, ensuring a complete response to this terrible crime.  Additionally, the strategies used 

by Joint Task Forces are shaped by the need to make laws more similar across different areas. This is 

especially important when fighting human trafficking, which often includes victim exploitation in several 

countries. JTFs aim to harmonize the legal definitions and frameworks related to trafficking crimes, which 

helps eliminate differences that can slow down prosecution and support for victims. Notably, international 

cooperation is important in this situation, as shown by the reactions of regional players dealing with 

various threats and challenges, as noted . These interactions create a more unified legal strategy that not 

only aids law enforcement but also guarantees treatment and recovery assistance for victims, thus 

improving overall efficiency in fighting human trafficking.  Furthermore, the changing global political 

scene affects how Joint Task Forces operate and their goals, particularly in relation to resource distribution 

and strategic alliances. In areas like Africa, where international relations and local governance interact 

complexly, the function of JTFs can be heavily influenced by broader geopolitical interests. For example, 

 
6Munawwar Sultana, “Human Trafficking in Pakistan: Legal Framework and Challenges.” The Regional 

Tribune (2024). 
7 Ananya V. Mehra and Gazala Sharif, “Legal Framework and International Cooperation in Combatting Human 

Trafficking.” International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (2024). 
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as shown, the involvement of other countries can influence the operational focus of JTFs, particularly 

where human trafficking connects with economic and political goals. This shows that while JTFs work to 

fight human trafficking, they have to balance the complexities of international relations to deploy their 

tactics effectively. The reliance on both local involvement and international cooperation emphasizes the 

need for a flexible and sensitive approach to tackling the complicated issue of human trafficking. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation of Legal Frameworks 

Monitoring and evaluating the laws about human trafficking are very important to understand how well 

international and national actions work. One key tool for this is the Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report, 

which the U.S. Department of State has published every year since 2001. This report puts countries into 

different tiers based on how well they follow minimum standards set by the Trafficking Victims Protection 

Act of 2000. The goal of the report is to motivate countries to improve their laws and actions by providing 

a clear way to assess them. However, there are some worries about how well it is done and biases that 

might come from focusing too much on the U.S. Critics say that focusing too much on victim protection 

might ignore the need for broader strategies that also look at prevention and prosecution, showing a need 

for a more even approach to evaluation8. Building on what the TIP Report offers, we can look at how well 

national laws work in fighting human trafficking by checking domestic laws. Countries often create laws 

based on international guidelines, but how these laws apply and are enforced can be very different. A 

comparison shows cases where strong domestic laws exist but are not enforced well due to lack of 

resources or political support. Additionally, issues about how transparent and accountable the government 

bodies are that are responsible for these laws make people question how committed the governments really 

are to fighting human trafficking. Therefore, it is very important to set up strong monitoring systems at 

both the national and local levels to make sure the laws really protect victims and deter wrongdoers. 

Alongside laws, looking at the legal rules regarding organ trafficking is increasingly important because of 

the exploitation of vulnerable people in this terrible practice. The global situation of organ trafficking has 

many illegal networks that often connect with organized crime and human trafficking. Recent evaluations, 

like the 2019 EU assessment of laws for blood, tissues, and cells, show a troubling increase in the 

commercialization of human materials, making strict adherence to ethical standards crucial. The medical 

community's response, shown in documents like the Istanbul Declaration on Organ Trafficking and 

Transplant Tourism, highlights the need for international teamwork to face these global challenges. This 

comprehensive approach to monitoring needs not only legal adherence but also the encouragement of 

ethical medical practices, thus emphasizing the complex nature of tackling human trafficking in all its 

aspects. 

 

Importance of Data Collection 

Data collection is very important in fighting human trafficking, as it is essential for strong legal systems 

at both the national and international levels. Organizations and governments need accurate data to spot 

trends, measure the scale of trafficking activities, and create focused interventions. If data is not reliable, 

attempts to fight human trafficking may go off track, which could result in wasted resources and poor 

policy decisions. For instance, thorough data gathering allows for breakdowns of information by gender, 

age, and nationality, providing insight into which groups are most at risk. This level of analysis can help 

 
8 Zuraini Ab Hamid, Norjihan Ab Aziz Juliana Machado Ferreira, et.al., “The Effectiveness of Trafficking in Persons Report 

in Combatting Human Trafficking” 3 International E-Journal of Advances in Social Sciences(2017). 
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target resources to those in greatest danger, improving efforts to stop trafficking before it happens. This 

shows a crucial step in developing legal systems in different regions, leading to better-informed policies 

and strategies for tackling this complex issue.  In an international setting that is constantly changing, the 

ways data is collected have become more advanced, responding to new risks from human trafficking. 

International organizations like the OECD point out the importance of bringing together data from various 

sources, including law enforcement, NGOs, and government agencies, to create a full picture of trafficking 

patterns. By using modern techniques in data analysis and visualization, stakeholders can more effectively 

pinpoint trafficking hotspots and new trends. This broad view helps create more detailed legal systems 

that consider the complexities of trafficking. Setting global standards for data collection improves 

cooperation between countries and ensures a consistent approach to addressing human trafficking, 

highlighting that effective legal systems depend on comprehensive and accurate data. Additionally, the 

ethical issues related to data collection in human trafficking emphasize the need to protect victims’ rights 

while making sure the data serves its purpose. It is crucial to collect and use data in ways that respect the 

dignity and privacy of victims, building trust between affected individuals and organizations. Taking an 

ethical approach to data collection can lead to better reporting and cooperation from victims, which in turn 

informs more effective legal systems. As democratic governance is a key topic in international discussions, 

having strong data collection systems aligns with the need to protect individual rights within legal 

responses to trafficking. Thus, adhering to the principles outlined in various international 

recommendations can strengthen domestic laws and enhance the shared understanding of ethical data 

practices in fighting human trafficking. 

 

Evaluation Methods 

Evaluation methods are crucial in tackling the complex issue of human trafficking, particularly concerning 

legal systems both at home and abroad. Good evaluation not only checks how well the laws and policies 

work but also ensures they can change as trafficking issues change. For example, global treaties often have 

rules for monitoring and reporting, helping countries handle compliance issues early. The use of 

performance indicators is key here, as these metrics help systematically evaluate how legal systems affect 

trafficking prevention and victim support. By combining both quantitative and qualitative data, those 

involved can recognize trends and pinpoint areas for improvement, therefore strengthening legal 

protections against trafficking.  When looking at how effective different legal systems are against human 

trafficking, it is important to acknowledge the different levels of sophistication in evaluation methods used 

by various regions. A comparative approach shows that some nations have set up strong non-compliance 

mechanisms (NCMs) that improve the monitoring of international criminal law requirements. These 

methods allow countries to gain a clearer picture of the strengths and weaknesses of their legal measures, 

leading to better policymaking. The impact of treaty bodies in the evaluation process is also significant. 

By mapping the existence and effectiveness of NCMs, as shown in research, evaluators can highlight 

successful strategies and identify gaps in the fight against trafficking. This focus on comparison ultimately 

encourages improvement in legal systems to better safeguard at-risk populations.  Additionally, to 

effectively fight human trafficking, it is necessary to keep improving evaluation methods to capture the 

complexities of trafficking situations across different legal frameworks. By linking with current 

international guidelines, as noted in existing research, evaluators can support the use of best practices in 

various regions. The focus on traceability and accountability, especially regarding organ trafficking, points 

to a wider need for thorough evaluation strategies that exceed simple legal adherence. The Istanbul 
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Declaration on Organ Trafficking highlights the importance of working together among global 

organizations, governments, and civil societies to create a unified assessment framework. Through 

systematic evaluations that consider various legal approaches and compliance standards, stakeholders can 

advocate for legal reforms that ultimately strengthen global initiatives against human trafficking, 

addressing both local and international concerns. 

 

Impact Assessment of Laws 

Evaluating how laws address human trafficking requires looking at both international goals and local 

applications. The creation of anti-trafficking laws, like South Africa's 2015 legislation, shows that 

countries are starting to accept the need for strong laws to fight this serious crime. This legislation usually 

fits into various international human rights agreements that ask countries to protect victims and punish 

those who exploit them. After agreeing to these international norms, South Africa aimed to develop laws 

that would effectively intervene, changing how law enforcement and community groups deal with 

trafficking. This has resulted in greater public awareness and better reactions to trafficking concerns9. 

However, we cannot simply judge these laws by their presence; we must also examine how they are 

actually put into practice. For instance, the South African National Defence Force (SANDF) plays a crucial 

part in working with others to combat human trafficking, but the success of this teamwork relies on having 

clear policies and operational guidelines. Without a solid regional plan, efforts to tackle this cross-border 

crime may falter. Additionally, it is important for military efforts and civilian law enforcement to work 

well together to support collaboration among different agencies. Analyzing how these groups are 

incorporated into the legal framework helps determine if the laws are effectively enacted and if they meet 

their goals. To improve the evaluation of these laws, using evidence-based approaches and focused data 

collection is essential. Tools like victim surveys or assessments of trafficking incidents can reveal 

important numbers about the laws’ effectiveness. Such evaluations can help lawmakers refine current laws 

or introduce new measures that confront ongoing trafficking issues. Moreover, comparing local practices 

with international successful examples can uncover weaknesses and strengths in prevention, protection, 

and prosecution strategies. Tackling these aspects can guide future lawmaking, ultimately enhancing 

efforts to combat human trafficking while upholding human rights. 

 

 

 
9 Nina Mollema, “The Role of the Military in Combating Human Trafficking: A South African Perspective” 45 Scientia 

Militaria, South African Journal of Military Studies (2017). 
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