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Abstract 

A sophisticated knowledge of both the artwork and the buildings that host it is necessary for the design 

of museums dedicated to abstract art.  This study investigates how architectural features and spatial 

techniques can improve abstract art viewers' visual engagement.  Because abstract art is frequently non-

representational and open-ended, it requires settings that not only maintain the integrity of the piece but 

also enable viewers to interact with it in ways that elicit emotional, sensory, and cognitive reactions.  

This essay reviews the body of research on spatial theory, museum design, and the connection between 

perception and space. It also uses a case study of a well-known museum of abstract art to show how 

architecture may enhance the immersive experience of abstract art.  The study's conclusion outlines 

important design guidelines for museums that display abstract art and suggests an architectural 

framework that encourages more in-depth interaction. 

 

Keywords: Sensory Engagement, Spatial Perception, Museum Architecture, Abstract Art, Curatorial 

Flexibility 

 

1. Introduction 

There has been a lot of discussion in architectural theory and practice regarding the connection between 

art and architecture.  As art galleries, museums require their architecture to be in harmony with the 

artwork they display. (Sudjic, 2006)  This is particularly true for abstract art, which is seen as a break 

from conventional art forms since it places more emphasis on observation, emotion, and intellectual 

inquiry than on depiction.  The non-figurative character of abstract art poses a special problem for 

architects: how can areas be planned to accommodate these pieces while still fostering viewer 

involvement and interpretation? (Guilbaut, 1983) 

In order to promote increased visual engagement, this study explores the architectural and spatial 

methods that might be used in the design of museums showcasing abstract art.  This study looks at how 

architecture might improve the experience of abstract art by examining current practices, theoretical 

frameworks, and real-world case studies.  It also makes suggestions for upcoming designs, emphasizing 

the creation of areas that captivate spectators in ways that go beyond simple exhibition. (Coles & 

Jackson, 2007) 

 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR250344895 Volume 7, Issue 3, May-June 2025 2 

 

2. Spatial Theories and Sensory Frameworks in the Architectural Display of Abstract Art 

• Architectural Influence on Art Perception 

The importance of space in influencing human perception and experience has long been highlighted by 

phenomenologists and architectural theorists. Perception is an embodied act that is based on the lived 

experience of space rather than objective observation.  This implies that visitors' perceptions of art at an 

abstract art museum are strongly related to their physical and perceptual experiences of the surrounding 

building. (Merleau-Ponty, 1962) 

Architectural settings have an impact on imagination, emotion, and memory.  Abstract art, which 

frequently encourages introspection rather than didactic interpretation, makes these interior emotions 

particularly pertinent (Bachelard, 1958). As a result, the architecture of museums needs to be planned to 

encourage a conversation between the artwork and the audience on both a spatial and emotional level. 

 

 

Figure 1 Architecture impact on perception 

 

• The Concept of Neutrality in Museum Spaces 

One of the main trends in modern museum architecture is the concept of a "neutral" room.  The concept 

of neutrality implies that the museum shouldn't force any one story or emotion on the visitor 

(Greenhalgh, 1999).  The area ought to serve as a neutral holding tank that lets the artwork take center 

stage.  However, abstract art, which lives on ambiguity and sensory involvement, may be limited by this 

neutrality.  As a result, architects need to think about how to design areas that complement abstract art's 

ambiguity without overpowering or overshadowing it. 

• Light, Materiality, and Atmosphere 

One of the most potent factors influencing perception is light, and museums must carefully consider how 

they employ it in their design.  The Kimbell Art Museum by Louis Kahn is an excellent example of how 

natural light may be carefully arranged to improve the art-viewing experience.  Kahn employed cycloid 

barrel vaults with skylights to disperse soft, diffused light across gallery walls. This ensured that the 

environment changed gradually during the day while still being sensitive to the artwork. (Brownlee, 

1991) (Bognar, 1995) 
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Figure 2 Lighting, materiality and atmosphere 

Tadao Ando also demonstrates how architecture may induce emotional emotions and contemplative 

quiet through his use of light in projects like the Chichu Art Museum.  The ambiguity and stillness 

frequently present in abstract artworks are reflected in the spatial rhythms he creates with concrete, 

glass, and indirect lighting.  In Atmospheres, Peter Zumthor states that architecture must create a 

multimodal "presence" that appeals to the viewer's emotions and body. This idea is particularly pertinent 

when creating non-representational art. (Zumthor, 2006) 

• Emotional and Sensory Engagement 

Studies in psychology and phenomenology examine the connection between emotional engagement and 

spatial experience.  Merleau-Ponty's work on perception and space and Gaston Bachelard's The Poetics 

of Space (1958) both highlight the emotional reactions that space elicit. These affective reactions are 

crucial in the setting of an abstract art gallery.  In order to provide a more engaging experience for the 

audience, architectural arrangement, gallery organization, and material selection must all be intended to 

arouse emotions that align with the ideas of the artwork. (Bachelard, 1958) 

 

 
Figure 3 Emotional engagement in museum 

Abstract art spaces need to stimulate emotional and cognitive involvement in addition to providing for 

visual presentation. Neuroscientific aesthetics research, like those by Semir Zeki, show that looking at 

abstract art stimulates reward and emotion-related brain regions. (Zeki, 2001) This implies that the 
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architectural context can amplify the impact of abstract art by framing it within environments that evoke 

curiosity, awe, or contemplation. Abstract art museums, then, should be designed with the goal of 

shaping not just what viewers see, but how they feel and respond to it. 

• Spatial Fluidity and Curatorial Flexibility 

Spatial flexibility is becoming more widely acknowledged as a crucial tactic for capturing visitors' 

attention in the context of modern museum architecture.  Open layouts and adaptable spaces are 

preferred over strict gallery sequences in Jean Nouvel's and Renzo Piano's designs for the Fondation 

Cartier and the Centre Pompidou, respectively.  These arrangements encourage non-linear movement 

and individual inquiry by enabling curators to customize spatial experiences to the abstract artworks on 

exhibit. (Coles & Jackson, 2007) (Sudjic, 2006) 

Meandering walkways, multiple sightlines, and varying ceiling heights can all serve to increase spatial 

ambiguity, which is frequently reflected in abstract art. In Architectures of Time (2001), Sanford 

Kwinter makes the case that these spatial techniques complement the new ways of thinking and seeing 

that abstract art represents, providing more dynamic and emotional museum experiences. (Kwinter, 

2001) 

• The Critique of the "White Cube" Model 

Throughout the 20th century, curatorial practice has been dominated by the "white cube" gallery model, 

which has its roots in modernist ideas of neutrality.  This spatial arrangement is criticized by Brian 

O'Doherty in his groundbreaking book Inside the White Cube (1986), which contends that despite its 

apparent neutrality, it forces a strict ideological and visual framework on the audience. (O'Doherty, 

1986) This is particularly problematic for abstract art, which resists fixed meaning and instead thrives in 

environments that promote multiplicity of interpretation. 

Claire Bishop argues in Installation Art: A Critical History (2005) that immersive settings, as opposed to 

clinically neutral ones, can provide more engaging aesthetic experiences by bringing the observer's 

presence into the room (Bishop, 2005). Because of this, curators and architects need to reconsider 

abstract art's spatial typologies in ways that go against the norms of passive viewing. 

 

 
Figure 4 White cube model     Figure 5 Ideology of gallery of space 

 

Case study : The Centre Pompidou, Paris 

The Pompidou's structural transparency reflects the experimental and non-hierarchical character of 

abstract and contemporary art, acting as more than just an aesthetic challenge.  The architectural 

language chooses a lively, adaptable, and dialogic setting above the neutrality of the "white cube". 
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(Sudjic, 2006) According to Banham (1980), the structure itself functions as a type of urban 

performance, with its audacity inspiring a corresponding level of audacity in curatorial and artistic 

endeavors. The exposed superstructure allows interior spaces to remain column-free and highly 

reconfigurable, facilitating modular and adaptable exhibition layouts. This flexibility is vital for abstract 

art, which resists fixed narratives and often benefits from non-linear, exploratory viewing paths. (Coles 

& Jackson, 2007) 

The vast open-plan galleries on the upper floors—each spanning over 7,500 square meters—offer 

uninterrupted volumes where artworks can breathe and interact with one another across wide sightlines. 

This spatial openness allows viewers to approach works from multiple vantage points, accommodating 

the inherently ambiguous and interpretive nature of abstract pieces. (Bishop, 2005) 

Renzo Piano himself emphasized the importance of creating “an open machine” for culture—a flexible 

structure that adapts to its contents and users rather than imposing a static framework (Piano, 1997). This 

design intention fosters a sense of movement, freedom, and unpredictability, qualities that echo the 

perceptual dynamics of abstract art viewing. 

In the galleries, natural light is essential.  Sun shading systems and layered façades attenuate the sunlight 

that filters through the museum's broad glass façades.  The outcome, as noted by Zardini (1996), is a 

continuously changing light atmosphere that alters how color, texture, and form are perceived—all of 

which are important aspects of appreciating abstract art.  These minor adjustments promote return visits 

and individual interpretations, strengthening the museum's position as a location for changing sensory 

experiences. Moreover, the museum's elevated position offers panoramic views of Paris through its glass 

walls, blurring the boundary between the gallery and the city. This connection enhances the experiential 

quality of the museum, embedding art within the larger cultural and visual context of urban life. 

(Bognar, 1995) 

 

 
Figure 6 The Centre Pompidou, Paris 

The Pompidou's connection with public life is one of its most unique spatial strategies. The structure 

overflows over Place Georges Pompidou, a sizable square that functions as a cultural commons. As an 

extension of the museum, this open area hosts impromptu performances, street art, and get-togethers, 

encouraging casual engagement with abstraction and creativity even before visitors enter the galleries. 

(Sudjic, 2006) (Frampton, 2007) 
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The transparent ground floor and exterior escalator of the museum, which is housed in a glass tube along  

the façade, visibly link onlookers to the activities taking on within.  By dismantling the psychological 

and architectural barriers that may cause the audience to become disenchanted with abstract and modern 

art, this permeability demystifies the museum setting. (O'Doherty, 1986) 

 

3. Inferences and Conclusion 

Several conclusions about the connection between architecture and abstract art's visual engagement may 

be drawn from the case study and literature review: 

• Flexibility of Space: Adaptable, flexible spaces should be given top priority in museums that display 

abstract art.  Curators can experiment with alternative art arrangements because to open floor layouts 

and movable dividers, which promote a variety of interactions with the space. 

• Lighting as a Perception Tool: To emphasize the shifting characteristics of abstract art, lighting 

should be adaptable and dynamic rather than static. A more dynamic interaction with the artwork can 

be produced through the thoughtful application of both artificial and natural light. 

• Materiality and Texture: The selection of materials, such as metal, glass, wood, or concrete, should 

enhance the sensory experience in addition to reflecting the contemporary sensibility sometimes 

connected to abstract art.  The environment can become as much a part of the art experience as the 

artwork itself by establishing a dialogue with the artwork through textures in the space. 

• Emotional Resonance: The architectural setting ought to arouse feelings that go well with the 

abstract artwork on exhibit.  In order for abstract art to elicit both intellectual and personal reactions, 

architects must design spaces that emotionally connect with guests. 

In conclusion, the design of abstract art museums requires a thoughtful approach to spatial planning, 

material selection, and sensory engagement. By employing these strategies, architects can create 

environments that deepen the viewer’s connection with abstract art, allowing it to be experienced on a 

more profound and personal level. 
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