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Abstract

The National Service Scheme (NSS) unit at Union Christian College in Aluva launched a literacy program
based on the principles of United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which include SDG 4
(Quality Education) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). The
Edamalakkudy Government Tribal LP School remote tribal settlement benefited from this program
through the establishment of a functional school library that was built using donated books from alumni
and students. The project sought to improve educational opportunities while building literacy skills and
developing social fairness through joint community participation.
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1. Introduction

Edamalakkudy is a secluded tribal community located in the Anamalai Hills in Kerala which serves as the

residence of the Muthuvan tribe. The village endures infrastructure deficiencies and educational obstacles

because its students lack sufficient learning materials such as printed books and digital educational

resources [1]. The NSS unit at Union Christian College implemented a literacy program that provides

books and promotes reading habits for tribal students after identifying the educational gaps.

References Supporting Educational Challenges in Tribal Areas:

e Education of Tribal Communities in Kerala — A study highlighting literacy challenges among tribal
students.[2]

e Changes in Tribal Culture: A Study among Muthuvan Tribe in Idukki District — Discusses the impact
of modernization on tribal education. [3]

e Livelihood Pattern of Muthuvan Tribe in Kuttampuzha Forest — Examines socio-economic barriers to
education.[4]

2. Context and Need Assessment

The community members of Edamalakkudy tribes exist separately from modern educational technology
because they live in remote areas [5]. Educational facilities typically fail to provide students with libraries
and digital resources as well as varied reading materials[6]. The literacy progress in these communities
faces obstacles because of language differences alongside financial difficulties and insufficient numbers
of teachers[7].
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Additional References on Literacy Initiatives in Tribal Areas:

e Effectiveness of Local Adaptive Lessons for First Standard Children in Edamalakkudy — A study on
literacy interventions.[8]

e Thousands of Tribals Benefit From Literacy Drive in Kerala — Reports on literacy programs improving
tribal education[9]

3. Objectives of the Initiative

The program was established to deliver educational content to indigenous students in order to build reading
habits while supporting literacy development throughout remote regions and advancing community
development through educational inclusivity and student-led service programs.

4. Methodology and Implementation

Phase 1: Resource Mobilization The organization requested former students and current students to give
their books as donations. The total collection reached 500 books written in Malayalam and English.
Phase 2: Categorization and Transport The books underwent separation based on their topics and the
appropriate age level. NSS volunteers developed a simple organization method for the books. The
transportation process needed to be coordinated with forest authorities because of logistical constraints.
Phase 3: Library Setup The site became a reading space equipped with shelf units and floor coverings and
educational materials. Educational meetings allowed students to learn about library facilities.

5. Integration with UN SDGs [10]

e SDG 4: Quality Education — The project created an improved learning environment which enabled
better access to multiple information channels and educational materials.

e SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities — Tribal student support programs decreased the educational
opportunity gaps between different student groups.

e SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals — The program formed an alliance between students, alumni, tribal
leaders, school staff and local governance officials.

6. Outcomes and Observations

The library establishment resulted in higher student participation along with improved student
involvement. Students demonstrated a stronger desire to attend school after the library opening which
stemmed from their eagerness to discover new books and stories. The reading enthusiasm among students
significantly increased according to teacher observations because various students attained better literary
skills and greater vocabulary abilities. The positive outcome of the project inspired benefactors to give
additional funds while sparking discussions about continuing the project through regular visits and story
sessions and reading contests. The project documentation displayed how students experienced happiness
and pride when using the newly established library. A specific student event stood out when a young
learner recited a Malayalam folk story to their classmates which demonstrated their enhanced literacy
abilities and self-assurance.

7. Challenges Faced
Transportation of materials to Edamalakkudy presents a major challenge because of rough terrain and
dense forest paths and difficult access to roads which complicates volunteers' efforts to deliver supplies to
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the village. The volunteers required assistance from local mediators who could bridge the language gap
between the Muthuvan tribal community and the project team thus guaranteeing effective communication
and cultural understanding for successful coordination. The initiative requires continuous support and
regular follow-up to stay effective because it helps maintain student interest and provides educational
materials and allows adjustments to the changing demands of students and school communities. Please
specify which part you want me to explain in more detail.

8. Reflection and Way Forward

Library serves as a prime example showing how basic acts combined with empathy and group
collaboration result in important benefits for sustainable development. The NSS unit will implement three
key projects for library development including digital cataloguing while organizing mobile reading
activities and library maintenance visits for students.

9. Conclusion

This initiative affirms the belief that community engagement and student-led service can be powerful
catalysts for social change. By bridging the educational divide in Edamalakkudy, the NSS unit of Union
Christian College has taken a significant step toward inclusive and quality education.
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