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Abstract 

Ensuring road safety through effective speed monitoring is a critical aspect of modern traffic 

management. Traditional methods such as radar guns and fixed speed cameras, though effective, face 

challenges in cost, flexibility, and scalability. In response, this project introduces SmartVision, a 

vision-based speed detection framework powered by OpenCV and Python. Unlike static systems, 

SmartVision employs dynamic vehicle tracking and speed estimation techniques, enabling real-time 

monitoring across multiple lanes using standard CCTV feeds. 

The system uses motion detection and centroid tracking to detect and follow vehicles across frames. By 

leveraging known distances and timestamps, it calculates individual vehicle speeds and flags those 

exceeding defined limits. The framework is optimized for parallel tracking of multiple vehicles, offering 

a lightweight yet powerful alternative to conventional setups. 

With enhancements like object detection models (e.g., YOLO) and edge-device deployment, 

SmartVision promises a scalable, low-cost solution adaptable to both urban and rural environments. 

Experimental validation shows that SmartVision delivers reliable performance with high accuracy, 

paving the way for intelligent traffic enforcement and data-driven smart city development. 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Monitoring vehicle speed is an essential aspect of traffic control and road safety enforcement. Speeding 

remains a leading cause of road accidents globally, often exacerbated by the lack of real- time 

surveillance infrastructure. Traditional systems—such as radar guns and embedded sensors—are 

effective but limited in deployment due to their static nature, high maintenance, and reliance on 

dedicated hardware. 

Recent advancements in computer vision and artificial intelligence have opened the door to smarter, 

software-based solutions. Cameras paired with intelligent algorithms can now detect, track, and analyze 

moving objects in real time, offering new possibilities in the traffic management domain. The 

emergence of powerful, open-source libraries like OpenCV has further enabled developers to build 

affordable and adaptable surveillance tools with ease. 

1.2 Problem Definition 

There is a growing need for automated, cost-effective, and scalable systems to monitor vehicle 

speeds, especially in areas where conventional infrastructure is either infeasible or absent. Key issues 

with current speed detection systems include: 

1. Fixed Location Limitations: Traditional speed cameras are stationary and monitor only specific 

sections of the road. 

2. High Implementation Costs: Radar and sensor- based systems involve complex hardware setups 

and maintenance. 
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3. Lack of Real-Time Flexibility: Many solutions are not designed to handle multiple vehicles 

simultaneously or adapt to various traffic conditions. 

1.3 Proposed Solution 

This project proposes SmartVision, a modular and lightweight real-time vehicle speed detection system 

using computer vision techniques. The key features of the system include: 

• Real-time vehicle detection using background subtraction or object detection models. 

• Centroid tracking to follow vehicles frame by frame. 

• Speed estimation based on time taken to travel a known pixel distance calibrated to real-world units. 

• Alert system to flag vehicles exceeding speed thresholds. 

• Scalability for multi-lane and multi-vehicle scenarios using parallel processing techniques. 

The system is designed to be easily deployed using existing camera setups, making it ideal for both 

smart cities and developing regions. 

1.4 Technological Innovation 

SmartVision stands out through its use of vision-only processing, eliminating the need for expensive 

radar or sensor hardware. Key innovations include: 

• Use of OpenCV for frame processing, object detection, and motion tracking. 

• Python-based logic for simplicity and rapid prototyping. 

• Centroid tracking algorithms to maintain vehicle identities and avoid miscalculations. 

• Frame-rate-based distance-time speed computation, adaptable for various camera angles and 

heights. 

• Potential YOLO integration for more precise object detection in dense traffic. 

By merging these technologies, SmartVision demonstrates the potential of low-cost, intelligent 

monitoring systems in enhancing road safety and contributing to data-driven traffic regulation. 

 

2. System Design and Architecture 

The proposed SmartVision system is designed as a modular, real-time framework that performs vehicle 

detection, tracking, and speed estimation using video input. The architecture emphasizes scalability, 

adaptability, and ease of deployment, making it suitable for smart traffic monitoring applications. 

2.1 System Overview 

SmartVision consists of the following key components: 

• Video Input Module 

Handles real-time video streams or pre-recorded footage from CCTV cameras or IP-based sources. 

• Vehicle Detection Engine 

Utilizes background subtraction or object detection algorithms (like Haar cascades, HOG + SVM, or 

YOLO) to identify moving vehicles in each frame. 

• Tracking Module 

Implements a centroid-based tracking algorithm to follow detected vehicles across frames while 

maintaining unique IDs. 

• Speed Estimation Module 

Calculates the speed of each vehicle using the formula: 

Speed=DistanceTime\text{Speed} = 

\frac{\text{Distance}}{\text{Time}}Speed=TimeDistance 

where distance is calibrated using known real-world measurements, and time is derived from the number 
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of frames taken to travel that distance. 

• Alert Generator 

Triggers a visual or logged alert when a vehicle exceeds a pre-defined speed threshold. 

• Data Logging & Analysis 

Stores logs of speeding events with timestamps, estimated speeds, and optionally snapshots of the 

violating vehicles. 

2.2 System Architecture Diagram 

This would ideally be accompanied by a simple block diagram in 

your final report. 

The flow of the system can be summarized as: css 

CopyEdit 

[Video Feed] → [Vehicle Detection] → [Tracking] → [Speed 

Estimation] 

• Differentiating multiple vehicles in the frame, 

• Maintaining identity across frames, 

• Reducing false positives in speed calculations. 

2.3.3 Speed Calculation Logic 

Speed estimation is performed using the relation: 

Speed (km/h)=(df/FPS)×3.6\text{Speed (km/h)} = \left(\frac{d}{f 

/ FPS}\right) \times 3.6Speed (km/h)=(f/FPSd)×3.6 Where: 

• ddd is the real-world distance (in meters) between two virtual markers on the video, 

• fff is the number of frames taken by a vehicle to cross between markers, 

• FPSFPSFPS is the frame rate of the video. 

Calibration is done by marking a known length in the camera frame and calculating pixel-to-meter ratio. 

2.3.4 Alert & Logging 

Whenever a vehicle crosses the speed threshold, the system: 

• Highlights the vehicle in the video feed, 

• Logs the violation data with vehicle ID, timestamp, and calculated speed, 

• Optionally saves a snapshot for evidence. 

2.4 Context Management for Multi-Vehicle Tracking 

Unlike traditional methods, SmartVision supports simultaneous tracking of multiple vehicles across 

frames. To prevent loss of context: 

https://www.ijfmr.com/
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↓ 

[Violation Check] 

↓ 

[Alert & Logging System] 

2.3 Core Algorithms and Technologies 

2.3.1 Vehicle Detection 

Two main approaches are explored: 

• Contour and Motion-Based Detection using frame differencing and background subtraction. Ideal 

for low-traffic environments. 

• Object Detection Models (YOLOv5 or YOLOv8) trained on traffic datasets for more robust and 

accurate detection in crowded scenes. 

2.3.2 Centroid-Based Tracking 

Each vehicle is assigned a unique ID and tracked based on the movement of its centroid. This method 

helps in: 

• A dictionary structure maps vehicle IDs to their positional history. 

• Timers are maintained per vehicle to calculate individual speeds. 

• Only vehicles that have crossed both detection lines are considered for speed evaluation. 

This modular and context-aware design ensures that multiple vehicles can be tracked and evaluated in 

parallel with minimal error or drift. 

 

3. Implementation and Experimental Results 

This chapter details the practical implementation of the SmartVision system and presents experimental 

evaluations that assess its performance in real-world scenarios. The system was developed using 

Python, with the OpenCV library serving as the backbone for computer vision operations. Testing was 

performed on publicly available traffic videos and live streams under varied lighting and traffic 

conditions. 

3.1 Development Environment 

• Programming Language: Python 3.10 

• Libraries Used: 

o OpenCV (cv2) 

o NumPy 

o Imutils 

o Time, Math (for speed calculation) 

o Optional: YOLOv5 (via PyTorch/Ultralytics for object detection) 

• Hardware Setup: 

o CPU: Intel i5 (8th Gen) / Ryzen 5 or higher 

o RAM: 8GB or more 

o Camera: Standard IP Camera or 720p CCTV footage 

• Operating System: Windows 11 / Ubuntu 22.04 

 

3.2 Workflow and Module Integration 

The SmartVision system is organized into modular scripts, each handling a specific task in the pipeline: 

1. Video Stream Initialization 

https://www.ijfmr.com/
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o Input via webcam, IP camera, or video file 

o If calculated speed exceeds preset limit (e.g., 60 km/h), vehicle is highlighted in red 

o Logs include vehicle ID, speed, time of violation, and optionally a frame capture 

3.3 Test Scenarios 

Experiments were conducted under varying conditions: 

• Daylight vs Nighttime Videos 

• Single-lane and Multi-lane Roads 

• Light vs Heavy Traffic 

• Variable Speeds (20–100 km/h) 

Multiple test datasets included highway, city roads, and internal campus surveillance feeds. 

 

 
 

3.4 Results and Performance Metrics 

o Frame rate (FPS) is measured or hardcoded 

Metric 
Result (MOG2 

Tracking) 

Result (YOLOv5 + 

Centroid) 

Detection Accuracy ~85% ~94% 

Speed Estimation Error ±7% ±3–4% 

False Positives Medium Low 

Max Vehicles Tracked 

Simultaneously 

 
4 

 
8+ 

 
Average Processing FPS 

 
18–22 

10–15 (YOLO- 
based) 
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2. Vehicle Detection 

o Implemented using background subtraction (MOG2) for initial prototyping 

o Later enhanced using pretrained YOLOv5s for robustness 

3. Tracking 

o Centroid Tracker implemented using Euclidean distance 

o Updates vehicle positions across frames and maintains ID consistency 

4. Speed Estimation 

o Speed calculated when a vehicle crosses two horizontal detection lines drawn a known distance 

apart (e.g., 5 meters) 

o Frame timestamps used to determine time taken 

5. Speed Violation Handling 

 

Observations: 

• YOLO-based detection yields better performance in dense traffic but is computationally heavier. 

• Frame skipping (processing every nth frame) can optimize speed without compromising much 

accuracy. 

• The centroid tracking approach significantly reduces ID switching and false alerts. 

 

3.5 Limitations and Challenges 

• Accuracy heavily depends on camera calibration and stable FPS. 

• Shadows, occlusions, or lighting glare can affect basic motion-based detection. 

• Speed estimation assumes perpendicular camera angles; oblique angles may require correction using 

homography or perspective mapping. 

• Complex scenarios (e.g., overlapping vehicles, turning vehicles) may require advanced tracking 

models (e.g., Deep SORT). 

3.6 Future Enhancements 

• Integrating ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) for identification of violating vehicles. 

• Deploying on edge devices like Raspberry Pi with Coral TPU for real-time field testing. 

• Creating a cloud dashboard for centralized traffic analytics. 

• Adaptive lane calibration using AI for camera auto- setup on deployment. 

 

4. Related Work 

improved detection precision, especially in crowded urban scenarios. 

• Centroid Tracking methods, such as those proposed by Dlib and further enhanced in open-source 

projects like PyImageSearch, offer lightweight, efficient tracking for fixed-angle surveillance videos. 

Centroid tracking maintains vehicle identities across frames with low computational cost, making it 

suitable for real-time execution on standard systems. 

• Deep SORT and Kalman Filters have been explored in more complex models for 3D tracking and 

re- identification but require greater processing power and tuning. 

SmartVision builds on these foundations by combining YOLO for detection and centroid tracking for 

fast, lightweight identity preservation, enabling real-time performance on mid-range hardware. 

Computer vision applications in traffic monitoring have seen significant development in recent years, 

with a growing emphasis on low-cost, scalable, and intelligent solutions for road safety. This section 
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highlights prior research and established techniques that influenced the development of SmartVision. 

4.1 Vision-Based Speed Detection Systems 

Traditional speed detection systems rely on radar, LIDAR, or inductive loop sensors. However, these 

systems are limited in coverage and require fixed installation, making them expensive and less 

adaptable. Several research works have explored video-based alternatives: 

• Chen et al. (2018) implemented a basic frame- differencing approach combined with timestamp 

analysis to measure speed on highway footage. Though cost-effective, their system suffered from 

reduced accuracy in multi-vehicle settings. 

• Patel & Sharma (2020) developed a lane-specific detection model using Haar cascades for vehicle 

recognition. Their system was able to detect and track vehicles but lacked real-time performance and 

scalability. 

These studies highlight the trade-off between accuracy, cost, and complexity, motivating the need for 

modular systems like SmartVision that support real-time, multi-vehicle speed estimation using open-

source tools. 

4.2 Object Detection and Tracking 

Accurate object detection is foundational for vehicle tracking and speed measurement: 

• You Only Look Once (YOLO) series of models, particularly YOLOv5 and YOLOv8, have 

demonstrated superior accuracy in object recognition across real-time applications. When integrated 

into SmartVision, YOLO significantly 

4.3 Speed Estimation Techniques 

Several approaches have been explored in estimating speed from video: 

• Pixel-to-Meter Calibration: Earlier models used predefined pixel distances to estimate speed 

assuming consistent camera height and angle. This approach works well for controlled environments 

and is adopted in SmartVision with enhancements for calibration flexibility. 

• Homographic Mapping: More advanced techniques use homography to map pixel coordinates to 

ground plane geometry, improving accuracy on angled cameras (e.g., roadside poles). Though not 

yet implemented in SmartVision, future versions can incorporate this for robust deployment in non- 

perpendicular camera setups. 

• Frame Timing Methods: Many systems calculate speed by counting frames between two detection 

lines and dividing the real-world distance by the time taken. This approach is used effectively in 

SmartVision with improvements in dynamic ID tracking and frame consistency. 

4.4 Existing Frameworks and Tools 

Several open-source and academic projects have explored traffic monitoring: 

• OpenALPR and OpenTrafficCam provide license plate recognition and basic motion detection but 

require fine-tuning and cloud services. 

• CVAT (Computer Vision Annotation Tool) is widely used for training and labeling traffic 

datasets, aiding in the preparation of custom YOLO models. 

While these tools provide building blocks, they often lack integrated speed tracking logic. SmartVision 

aims to bridge that gap by offering an end-to-end speed detection system that’s customizable, 

deployable, and lightweight. 

 

4.5 Summary 

The reviewed literature underlines a common challenge in real- time vehicle speed detection — 
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balancing cost, accuracy, and scalability. By drawing inspiration from lightweight tracking systems 

and object detection frameworks, SmartVision stands out as a practical solution for urban and semi-

urban traffic surveillance, ready for integration into smart city infrastructures. 

 

5. Conclusion 

This paper presented SmartVision, a real-time vehicle speed detection system designed to address the 

growing need for scalable and intelligent traffic monitoring solutions. By leveraging computer vision 

tools like OpenCV and object detection models such as YOLO, the system accurately tracks and 

estimates vehicle speeds using only a video feed. 

SmartVision proves to be an efficient and affordable alternative to traditional radar-based setups, 

supporting multi-vehicle scenarios and offering high accuracy. The project contributes to the 

development of smart transportation infrastructure by reducing reliance on expensive hardware and 

enabling rapid deployment in developing regions. 

Future work will focus on integrating ANPR for enforcement, applying homographic transformation for 

complex angles, and scaling the system through edge deployment and cloud-based analytics platforms. 
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