~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

Indian Knowledge System on An Analysis About
The Implications of Objectives and Perspectives
of Navodaya Vidyalayas in Odisha with
Reference to NEP 2020

Bishnu Prasad Behera'!, Dr. Ruby?

'Research Scholar, Department of Education, Asian international University, Imphal West Manipur.
2Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Asian International University, Imphal West Manipur.

Abstract

This article examines the integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) within Navodaya
Vidyalayas (N'Vs) in Odisha, analyzing the implications of their objectives and perspectives in alignment
with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Navodaya Vidyalayas established to provide quality
education to talented students from rural areas, aim to promote national integration and holistic
development. The NEP 2020 emphasizes the inclusion of IKS in the curriculum to preserve and
disseminate indigenous knowledge. This study explores how NVs in Odisha are adapting to these
directives, assessing the challenges and opportunities in embedding IKS into their educational
framework. Through a comprehensive analysis, the article sheds light on the potential impact of this
integration on students' learning experiences and the preservation of cultural heritage.

Keywords: IKS, NVs, NEP 2020, indigenous knowledge, cultural heritage,

Introduction

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a transformative shift in India's educational
landscape, emphasizing the integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into mainstream curricula
to preserve and promote indigenous heritage. Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVs), established to provide
quality education to talented students from rural areas, play a pivotal role in this endeavor. In Odisha,
these residential schools are instrumental in bridging educational disparities and fostering national
integration. This article examines the objectives and perspectives of Navodaya Vidyalayas in Odisha
concerning the NEP 2020, focusing on the incorporation of IKS into their educational framework. By
analyzing policy directives and institutional practices, the study aims to elucidate the challenges and
opportunities associated with embedding IKS in NVs, thereby contributing to a nuanced understanding
of educational reforms in the region.

Background of the Study

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 signifies a transformative shift in India's educational
framework, emphasizing the integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into mainstream
education to preserve and promote indigenous heritage. Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVs), established under
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the National Policy on Education (1986), aim to provide quality education to talented students from rural
areas, fostering national integration and holistic development. In Odisha, these residential schools have
been instrumental in bridging educational disparities and nurturing a sense of unity among diverse
student populations. This article examines the objectives and perspectives of Navodaya Vidyalayas in
Odisha concerning the NEP 2020, focusing on the incorporation of IKS into their educational
framework. By analyzing policy directives and institutional practices, the study aims to elucidate the
challenges and opportunities associated with embedding IKS in NVs, thereby contributing to a nuanced
understanding of educational reforms in the region.

Significance of the Study

The integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the educational framework of Navodaya

Vidyalayas (NVs) in Odisha, as advocated by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, holds

significant importance for several reasons:

1. Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Incorporating IKS into the curriculum ensures that students
gain access to India's rich traditional knowledge, extending beyond conventional subjects. This
approach fosters a sense of pride and identity among students, contributing to the preservation and
promotion of India's diverse cultural heritage.

2. Holistic Student Development: The NEP 2020 emphasizes the development of not only cognitive
capacities but also social, ethical, and emotional capacities. By integrating IKS, NVs can provide a
more holistic education that nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and a deeper understanding of
indigenous knowledge systems.

3. Alignment with National Educational Reforms: The NEP 2020 introduces a transformative shift
in the Indian education system, advocating for the inclusion of IKS to enrich the learning experience.
NVs in Odisha, by aligning with this policy, can serve as model institutions demonstrating effective
implementation of these reforms.

4. Empowerment of Rural Students: Navodaya Vidyalayas aim to provide quality education to
talented students from rural areas. Integrating IKS into their curriculum can empower these students
by connecting their learning to local contexts and traditions, thereby enhancing their educational
experience and personal growth.

Research Implications

The integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the educational framework of Navodaya

Vidyalayas (NVs) in Odisha, as advocated by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, presents

several research implications:

1. Curriculum Development and Pedagogical Strategies: Investigating effective methods for
incorporating IKS into existing curricula is essential. This includes developing pedagogical
approaches that seamlessly blend traditional knowledge with modern educational practices, ensuring
that students receive a holistic education.

2. Teacher Training and Capacity Building: Research is needed to identify the training requirements
for educators to effectively teach IKS. This encompasses designing professional development
programs that equip teachers with the necessary knowledge and skills to integrate indigenous content
into their teaching methodologies.
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3. Assessment of Student Outcomes: Evaluating the impact of IKS integration on student learning
outcomes is crucial. Studies should focus on how exposure to traditional knowledge influences
critical thinking, cultural awareness, and academic performance among students in N'Vs.

4. Community Engagement and Resource Utilization: Exploring ways to involve local communities
in the educational process can enhance the relevance of IKS. Research can assess how community
resources and indigenous experts contribute to enriching the learning environment and preserving
cultural heritage.

5. Policy Implementation Challenges: Analyzing the obstacles faced during the implementation of
NEP 2020 directives related to IKS in NVs can provide insights into systemic issues. This includes
examining infrastructural constraints, resource availability, and resistance to curricular changes.

Objectives and Perspectives of Navodaya Vidyalayas in Odisha With reference to NEP 2020
Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVs) in Odisha are committed to providing quality education to talented students
from rural areas, fostering national integration, and promoting excellence. In alignment with the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, these institutions are adapting their objectives and perspectives
to meet contemporary educational demands.

Objectives of Navodaya Vidyalayas in Odisha:

1. Promotion of National Integration: NVs aim to enhance national unity by facilitating the exchange
of students across different linguistic and cultural backgrounds. This migration policy enriches the
social fabric and fosters a sense of national cohesion among students.

2. Provision of Quality Education: These schools strive to offer high-standard education to rural
students, ensuring that excellence is coupled with equity and social justice.

3. Curriculum Uniformity: NVs provide instruction through common mediums, such as Hindi and
English, and offer a core curriculum that ensures comparability in standards across the country.

Perspectives in Light of NEP 2020:

1. Curriculum Alignment: In response to NEP 2020, Odisha has formed a 16-member committee to
align the state curriculum with the National Curriculum Framework, incorporating local contexts and
the 5+3+3+4 educational structure.

2. Holistic Education: NVs are embracing the NEP's emphasis on holistic development by integrating
co-curricular activities, life skills, and vocational training into their programs, aiming to nurture
well-rounded individuals.

3. Teacher Training and Capacity Building: Institutions like the Navodaya Leadership Institute
(NLI) in Puri are designing courses in compliance with NEP 2020 to bridge achievement gaps and
enhance teaching-learning processes.

Review Analysis

The integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the educational framework of Navodaya
Vidyalayas (NVs) in Odisha, as outlined in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, presents a
multifaceted opportunity to enrich education by blending traditional wisdom with contemporary
learning.
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Key Insights from the Article:

1.

Holistic Curriculum Development: The article emphasizes the importance of incorporating IKS
into various subjects, including mathematics, engineering, philosophy, yoga, and medicine. This
interdisciplinary approach aims to provide students with a well-rounded education that honors India's
rich cultural heritage.

Elective Courses in IKS: NEP 2020 advocates for the introduction of engaging elective courses on
IKS at the secondary school level. This initiative is designed to foster a deeper understanding and
appreciation of indigenous knowledge among students.

Focus on Tribal Knowledge: The policy highlights the significance of tribal ethno medicinal
practices, forest management, and organic farming. By integrating these topics into the curriculum,
NVs can promote sustainable practices and preserve invaluable tribal knowledge.

Challenges Identified:

1.

Resource Constraints: Implementing IKS integration requires adequate resources, including trained
educators and educational materials. Addressing these constraints is crucial for the successful
adoption of IKS in NVs.

Standardization of Traditional Knowledge: Establishing a standardized framework for validating
and certifying traditional knowledge poses a significant challenge. Ensuring the credibility and
acceptance of IKS within the formal education system is essential.

Recommendations for Effective Implementation:

1.

Teacher Training Programs: Developing specialized training programs to equip educators with the
necessary skills and knowledge to teach IKS is imperative. Well-prepared teachers are pivotal to the
successful integration of IKS into the curriculum.

Community Engagement: Involving local communities, especially tribal leaders and practitioners,
can provide authentic insights and enhance the learning experience. This collaboration ensures that
the transmission of knowledge is both accurate and respectful of cultural nuances.

Curriculum Design: Crafting a curriculum that seamlessly blends traditional knowledge with
modern subjects will make learning more relevant and engaging for students. This approach fosters a
sense of continuity and relevance in their education.

Recommendations for Improvement

To enhance the integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the educational framework of
Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVs) in Odisha, in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the
following recommendations are proposed:

1.

Curriculum Enrichment: Develop and incorporate elective courses on IKS at the secondary school
level, covering diverse subjects such as traditional arts, sciences, and indigenous practices. This
approach aligns with NEP 2020's emphasis on offering engaging courses on Indian Knowledge
Systems to foster a deeper appreciation of India's rich heritage among students.

Teacher Training and Capacity Building: Implement specialized training programs to equip
educators with the necessary skills to effectively teach IKS. This includes workshops, seminars, and
collaborative projects with experts in traditional knowledge systems, ensuring that teachers are well-
prepared to deliver enriched content.
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3. Resource Development: Create comprehensive teaching materials, including textbooks, digital

content and interactive modules that accurately reflect IKS. Collaborating with scholars and
practitioners can ensure the authenticity and relevance of these resources.

Community Engagement: Establish partnerships with local communities, especially tribal groups,
to integrate indigenous knowledge and practices into the school curriculum. This collaboration not
only enriches the educational experience but also aids in preserving and promoting local traditions.
Research and Documentation: Encourage research projects that document and analyze local
knowledge systems, contributing to a repository of IKS that can be utilized for educational purposes.
This initiative supports the preservation of intangible cultural heritage and provides students with
research opportunities.

Policy Support and Funding: Advocate for policies that support the integration of IKS into
mainstream education, including adequate funding for resources, training, and infrastructure.
Engaging with educational authorities can facilitate the necessary support for these initiatives.

Conclusion

The integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the educational framework of Navodaya
Vidyalayas (NVs) in Odisha, as envisioned by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, offers a
transformative opportunity to enrich the learning experience. By blending traditional wisdom with

contemporary education, NVs can foster a holistic development of students, promoting cultural heritage
and critical thinking. This initiative not only aligns with national educational reforms but also empowers

students to appreciate and apply indigenous knowledge in modern contexts, thereby contributing to a

more inclusive and diversified educational landscape.
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