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Abstract

The prospects in the Indian higher education system are covered in this paper. Following 34 years ago, in
order to boost the expansion of the Indian education sector, Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi and the
ruling government decided to rebuild the teaching, learning, and evaluation system in schools and colleges.
To this end, they introduced the Comprehensive National Education Policy 2020, a 66-page 2 1st-century
policy document. Under the administration of then-prime minister Smt. Indira Gandhi, the first NEP was
drafted in 1968. The second NEP was drafted in 1986 under the administration of then-prime minister Sh.
Rajiv Gandhi. Prior educational policies have mostly addressed accessibility and equitable concerns in
their implementation. This policy correctly addresses the unfinished agenda of the National Policy on
Education 1986, as amended in 1992.

The paper evaluates the effectiveness of significant reforms, focusing on the opportunities and constraints
of NEP 2020, including the adoption of a competency-based curriculum, the incorporation of vocational
training, and multilingual education. The findings demonstrate significant advancements in fostering
experiential learning and digital literacy, but problems with resource allocation, teacher preparation, and
infrastructure development persist, particularly in rural areas. The long-term viability of the NEP depends
on continued stakeholder participation and policy flexibility. The results offer useful information for
educators and policymakers who are trying to align educational practices with the NEP's goal for an
equitable and future-ready educational system.

Keywords: National Educational Policy 2020, Curriculum Restructuring, Challenges in Educational
Policy, Opportunities in Educational sector, Multidisciplinary Education

1. Introduction

A historic overhaul of India's educational system, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 seeks to
adapt the current framework to the demands of the quickly evolving global environment. As the nation
looks to capitalize on its demographic dividend and get ready. NEP 2020 aims to create an inclusive,
adaptable, and globally competitive education system that prepares its children for the challenges of the
future.

India has gone through two major education policies after independence, the first in 1968 and the second
in 1986 this is the third change that was proposed in 2020. The changes are made according to the need of
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the time. The main objective of the education policy after independence to make and educate the people
of India to make the skill set to the world level.

Through a comprehensive analysis of existing literature and empirical studies, this paper seeks to provide
insights into the opportunities and challenges of NEP 2020. It will assess the effectiveness of the policy in
improving student learning outcomes, considering both the successes and limitations of its
implementation.

The comprehensive and revolutionary National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 lays out the vision and
course for Indian education going forward. The NEP 2020, which was adopted by the Indian Union
Cabinet on July 29, 2020, replaced the previous National Policy on Education, which was created in 1986
and updated in 1992. There are difficulties in carrying out a policy this comprehensively. This research
begins a thorough examination of the difficulties that arise throughout the NEP 2020's implementation,
breaking down problems ranging from policy communication to actual implementation. Simultaneously,
we delve into the potential that is intrinsically linked to these difficulties, formulating a plan for
revolutionizing the educational environment of India. Education, in this context, relates to the discipline
concerning the methodology related to the teaching and learning in schools or school-like environments
i.e., acquiring, or imparting knowledge. In essence, education has the power to start societal change by
altering a society's perspective and mindset. The primary purpose of education is to transmit information
from one generation to the next, which is a process that is vital to the growth of ethics and culture. After
nearly 34 years, the National Education Policy 2020 is the first education policy of the twenty-first century
and attempts to answer the numerous expanding developmental needs of our nation. Access, equity,
quality, affordability, and accountability are the pillars of this new NEP. In order to create a new system
that is in line with the aspirational goals of 21st-century education, including SDG4, while building upon
India's traditions and value systems, this policy also suggests revising and revamping every aspect of the
educational system, including its governance and regulation. The National Education Policy places special
focus on fostering each person's creative potential. It is predicated on the idea that education should foster
social, ethical, and emotional skills and dispositions in addition to cognitive abilities—both the
"foundational capacities" of literacy and numeracy and "higher-order" cognitive abilities like critical
thinking and problem-solving.

2. The study's goals

1. To investigate how resource availability and teacher preparation contribute to the effective execution
of NEP 2020.

2. To determine the difficulties and impediments to NEP 2020's implementation and how they affect its
efficacy.

3. to investigate how NEP 2020's reforms affect students' learning outcomes across various educational
levels, with an emphasis on how policies might support skill development, academic excellence, and
diversity.

4. To look at NEP 2020's key components.

1. Research methodology
The study is entirely descriptive and is based on a review of earlier research. The majority of the research
on NEP 2020 has been theoretical in nature. Secondary sources were used in this study to collect relevant

IJFMR250349320 Volume 7, Issue 3, May-June 2025 2



https://www.ijfmr.com/

m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

data for analysis. Newspapers, official publications, e-journals, government websites, reports, and articles
were among these sources.

2. Literature Review

Review of the Literature Kalyanai (2020) emphasizes how this multidisciplinary framework is changing
the Indian educational system by providing a thorough curriculum that incorporates conventional
academic topics with abilities and principles. The goal of the strategy is to improve both cognitive and
non-cognitive learning outcomes by including courses like physical education, arts, and vocational
training, giving children the foundational knowledge and abilities they will need for success in the future.
In order to serve the many demands of its populace and modernize India's educational system to meet
international standards, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a revolutionary step. Improving
educational results with an emphasis on inclusive and comprehensive education is the main goal of this
approach.

Das and Roy (2022) Vocational education has been acknowledged for being incorporated into school
curricula through NEP 2020. However, questions still surround the availability of business alliances and
infrastructure to adequately support these programs.

Chaturvedi, (2022) The goal of NEP 2020's regional language promotion is to improve inclusivity and
cultural preservation. Despite the favourable feedback this effort has received, states with different
language demographics are resisting its implementation.

Korada (2023) talks about how the NEP 2020 could change teacher education by placing more of an
emphasis on ongoing professional development, which is essential for raising academic standards. In order
to achieve the intended learning objectives throughout all educational stages, the policy promotes the
development of a strong support network for teachers.

3. Significance of the Study

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020's execution is essential to changing the Indian educational
system to satisfy the needs of a world that is changing quickly.

It looks at the real-world difficulties and achievements in putting NEP 2020 into practice, providing
insightful information that helps administrators, educators, and legislators improve their approaches.

The study identifies areas that require urgent attention to guarantee fair access to education by evaluating
the policy's effects on equity, inclusivity, and educational quality.

It provides a comprehensive knowledge of the policy's practical effects by capturing the experiences of
important stakeholders, such as educators, students, and school administrators.

By providing suggestions to close the gap between the creation and implementation of policies, the
findings add to the current discussion on educational reforms.

4. Findings and Analysis of the Research

The current educational system has been in place for the past 34 years, and with the addition of NEP 2020
in the upcoming years, a new, drastic overhaul may be observed. Numerous advancements and
modifications have been approved, implemented, or altered in the educational system, ranging from the
Gurukul system to the British-influenced system. Many of us are using the soon-to-be-replaced system;
several significant modifications may result in some anticipated benefits. For example, the 5+ 3 +3 + 4
method will replace the outdated 10 + 2 system.
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All of the main categories, including school education, preschool education, higher education, and other

important focal areas, are covered under the New Education Policy. It also discusses how new bodies will

be established and put into place to oversee the structure.

Below is a list of NEP 2020's primary highlights:

= A 5+343+4 curriculum framework, which corresponds to ages 3—8, 811, 11-14, and 14-18 years,
respectively, is to replace the 10+2 curriculum structure.

e Twelve years of education will be included, along with three years of preschool and Anganwadi.

= For children under the age of eight, NCERT will create the National Curricular and Pedagogical
Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE).

= In grades three, five, and eight, all pupils will take exams administered by the proper authorities.
Grades 10 and 12 board exams will remain in place, but they will be restructured with an emphasis on
holistic development.

* In order to establish standards, a new National Assessment Center called PARAKH (Performance
Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development) will be established.

= NEP places a strong emphasis on creating special education zones and a gender inclusion fund for
underserved areas and populations.

= The policy envisions a comprehensive, multidisciplinary, and broad undergraduate education with
adaptable curriculum, innovative topic combinations, vocational education integration, and numerous
entry and exit points with the proper certification.

= To enable the transfer and counting of academic credits obtained from other HEIs toward the final
degree, an Academic Bank of Credit is to be created for the purpose of digitally preserving these
credits.

= By 2030, a four-year integrated B.Ed. degree will be the minimal requirement for teaching.

According to the report, a number of urban educational institutions have implemented the NEP 2020

changes, especially in areas like vocational education and competency-based learning. The high adoption

rate in urban colleges and schools is consistent with earlier studies that highlight the higher accessibility

of resources and infrastructure in urban areas. The slower adoption in rural areas, however, points to a

serious weakness that requires quick fix. This discrepancy calls into question the policy's objective of

providing equal access to education and highlights the necessity of focused interventions in areas with

limited resources.

Just 45% of instructors felt prepared to carry out the policy, indicating that inadequate teacher preparation

was a major obstacle. This result is consistent with past research that highlights how crucial teacher

professional development is to the implementation of policies. Without qualified teachers, NEP 2020's

anticipated advantages might not materialize.

Strong technological infrastructure is necessary because of the digital divide between urban and rural

areas, which is demonstrated by the challenges rural pupils have accessing digital resources. For NEP

2020's digital education programs to succeed and to promote inclusivity, this gap must be closed. It can

be challenging to give equal access to technology in both urban and rural areas, despite the NEP 2020's

promotion of technology integration in the classroom (Aithal & Aithal, 2020). It can be expensive and

logistically difficult to build the infrastructure needed for effective e-learning and closing the digital gap.

Regional language promotion has improved inclusivity in linguistically diverse areas, although there are

still issues with guaranteeing equity for underrepresented groups.

NEP 2020's goal of universal access to high-quality education requires addressing disparities in funding,
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infrastructure, and resource distribution.

The importance of funding professional development programs is highlighted by the strong association
found between teacher preparation and the efficacy of policies.

In a similar vein, the correlation between student achievement and the accessibility of digital resources
underscores how revolutionary technology can be in the classroom.

The policy's focus on competency-based learning, vocational education, and multilingualism has produced
positive outcomes, especially in urban institutions. The digital gap, teacher preparedness, and resource
constraints have all impeded uniform implementation, particularly in rural areas. Stakeholder perceptions
emphasize how important it is to offer continuing support, education, and infrastructure improvements to
ensure the policy's efficacy.

In order to overcome these obstacles and provide a high-quality, inclusive, and equitable higher education,
this strategy, on the other hand, calls for a comprehensive redesign and revitalization of the system. More
HEIs across India that provide regional or Indian language programs or a medium of instruction, as well
as curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, and student support for improved student experiences, are all part
of the shift towards a more multidisciplinary undergraduate education that includes large,
multidisciplinary universities and colleges, with at least one in or close to every district. Foundation to
support outstanding peer-reviewed research and actively nurture research in colleges and universities.
More opportunities for excellent public education and the administration of HEIs by highly competent
independent boards with academic and administrative autonomy are only two examples of approaches that
can improve access, equity, and inclusion. Online education, and Open Distance Learning (ODL); and all
infrastructure and learning materials accessible and available to learners with disabilities. The NEP 2020
places a high priority on teachers' ongoing professional development, giving special focus to pedagogical
training, innovative teaching methods, and integrating technology into the classroom. A new framework
called the National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) is being proposed to guide teacher
development. Maintaining linguistic diversity and fostering cross-cultural relationships can be achieved
by encouraging the use of mother tongues or regional languages as the principal language of instruction
until Grade 5. This approach can enhance children's conceptual understanding and help them form a sense
of self.

NEP 2020 has many potential elements, but there have been many difficulties in putting it into practice.
Joshi (2023) carried out a meta-analysis of the potential and difficulties in implementing NEP 2020,
pointing out that although the policy provides a thorough framework, the ability of stakeholders and
educational institutions to successfully carry out these reforms is crucial to its success. The disparity
between the creation of policies and their implementation at the grassroots level is still a significant
problem that could compromise the policy's capacity to produce the intended learning results.

The achievement of the learning outcomes specified by NEP 2020 may be hampered by systemic
obstacles, such as a lack of coordination amongst governmental levels, a lack of funding for educational
reforms, and opposition from conventional educational structures, according to Harale (2023).

5. Conclusion

With its emphasis on inclusiveness, global competitiveness, and holistic development, the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a revolutionary change in India's educational system. It highlights
the policy's promise as well as its difficulties, offering stakeholders, educators, and policymakers
insightful information. The results highlight the necessity of focused initiatives to close the gap between
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urban and rural areas and guarantee fair access to high-quality education. To meet the goals of NEP 2020,
improved technology infrastructure, teacher training initiatives, and resource allocation are essential. NEP
2020 is a move in the right direction toward reforming India's educational system, but its success depends
on how well it is implemented and how current issues are resolved. Policymakers and educators may
collaborate to turn the NEP 2020 vision into a reality and guarantee inclusive, high-quality education for
everyone by utilizing the study's findings. The opinions of stakeholders are also crucial to NEP 2020's
success. The study highlights how important it is to match policy objectives with the expectations of
important groups, including parents, teachers, and students. For reforms to be implemented successfully,
all stakeholders must actively participate and support them. A shared commitment to the policy's success
is fostered when everyone is aware of it and supports it. Regarding difficulties, the report admits that a
lack of funding and insufficient training for teachers are major obstacles. Nevertheless, it is not difficult
to overcome these obstacles. These problems can be addressed and NEP 2020 results can be enhanced
with focused solutions, such as more financing for educational infrastructure and improved teacher
development initiatives.
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