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Abstract:

This research paper examines the multifaceted impact of Donald Trump’s return to the U.S. presidency on
Indo-US relations, focusing on political, social, military, and diplomatic dimensions. While Trump’s first
term witnessed a warming of ties grounded in personal rapport with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
shared strategic interests, his second term has introduced complexities that strain the bilateral relationship.
Key developments include a recalibrated U.S. approach toward Pakistan, shifts in defense cooperation,
immigration policy challenges affecting Indian professionals, and evolving trade dynamics under Trump’s
“America First” agenda. This paper analyzes these aspects to understand the trajectory of Indo-US
relations amid global geopolitical turbulence and regional security concerns.
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INTRODUCTION

Historical Context of Indo-US Relations

The relationship between India and the United States is one of the most significant bilateral partnerships
of the 21st century, shaped by a complex history of geopolitical shifts, ideological differences, and
evolving strategic interests. Since India’s independence in 1947, the two largest democracies in the world
have navigated a path from initial estrangement and cautious engagement to a robust strategic partnership
encompassing political, economic, military, and social dimensions123.

In the early years following independence, India adopted a policy of non-alignment during the Cold War,
striving to maintain strategic autonomy by not formally aligning with either the United States or the Soviet
Union. This stance was largely influenced by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s vision of India as a leader
of the Non-Aligned Movement, seeking to avoid the polarizing effects of the Cold War
blocs12. Meanwhile, the United States, engaged in a global struggle against Soviet communism, forged
strong alliances with Pakistan and other regional actors, which often placed it at odds with India’s foreign
policy priorities. The U.S. support for Pakistan during the Indo-Pakistani wars of 1965 and 1971,
especially during the Bangladesh Liberation War, led to significant strains in bilateral relations, with India
leaning closer to the Soviet Union for military and diplomatic support14.

Despite these tensions, the U.S. and India maintained diplomatic ties, and moments of cooperation
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emerged, such as U.S. support during the 1962 Sino-Indian War and humanitarian aid in the form of food
assistance in the 1950s. However, the Cold War era was marked by mutual suspicion and limited strategic
engagement|4.

Post-Cold War Transformation and Strategic Partnership

The dissolution of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War in 1991 marked a watershed moment in
Indo-US relations. India’s economic liberalization and the emergence of a unipolar world order under U.S.
dominance created new opportunities for cooperation. The 1990s saw the gradual thawing of relations as
both countries recognized their converging interests in democracy, economic growth, and regional
stability135.

A landmark development was the 2008 U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Agreement, which symbolized a
significant shift in trust and cooperation. This deal allowed India access to civilian nuclear technology
despite its non-signatory status to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), reflecting a strategic
recalibration by the U.S. to accommodate India’s growing global role35. The agreement paved the way
for expanded defense cooperation, technology sharing, and increased bilateral trade and investment.
Under the presidencies of George W. Bush and Barack Obama, Indo-US relations deepened further. Both
administrations viewed India as a key partner in counterterrorism efforts, energy security, and as a
counterbalance to China’s rise in the Indo-Pacific region. The designation of India as a “Major Defense
Partner” and the strengthening of multilateral frameworks such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(QUAD) underscored the strategic importance of the partnership13.

The Trump Era: Continuity and Change

Donald Trump’s first term (2017-2021) introduced a distinctive style and approach to foreign policy,
characterized by an “America First” agenda, transactional diplomacy, and skepticism toward
multilateralism. Despite this, Indo-US relations remained largely positive during this period, buoyed by
the personal rapport between President Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and shared concerns
over China’s assertiveness. High-profile events like “Howdy Modi” in Houston and “Namaste Trump” in
Ahmedabad symbolized the warmth in bilateral ties5.

However, Trump’s presidency also introduced new challenges. His administration’s protectionist trade
policies, including tariffs and renegotiation of trade agreements, created economic frictions. Immigration
policies, particularly restrictions on H-1B visas, impacted the large Indian diaspora and the Indian IT
sector, which relies heavily on skilled workers in the U.S. technology industry5. These social and
economic dimensions added complexity to the relationship.

Militarily, the Trump administration accelerated defense cooperation with India, approving significant
arms sales and expanding joint exercises. The strategic partnership was leveraged to counter China’s
influence in the Indo-Pacific, with India playing an increasingly prominent role in regional security
architectures15.

The New Regime under Trump: Emerging Dynamics

Donald Trump’s return to the presidency in 2025 has introduced a new set of dynamics in Indo-US
relations. Early signals indicate a recalibration of U.S. policy in South Asia, with renewed engagement
with Pakistan’s military leadership and a more transactional approach to diplomacy. The June 2025 White
House meeting with Pakistani Army Chief General Asim Munir, reportedly involving discussions on
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military aid and cooperation on Iran, has raised concerns in India about Washington’s commitment to its
strategic partnership with New Delhil.

This engagement with Pakistan, coupled with Trump’s public statements advocating for U.S.-mediated
solutions to the Kashmir dispute, represents a departure from the traditional U.S. stance of non-
interference and India’s firm opposition to third-party mediation. These developments have introduced
political tensions and uncertainty in the bilateral relationship.

On the economic front, Trump’s “America First” policies continue to emphasize protectionism, with
potential implications for trade and investment flows between the two countries. The Indian government’s
cooperation with U.S. immigration enforcement and willingness to repatriate undocumented migrants
reflect the social impact of these policies on the Indian diasporal5.

Militarily, while defense cooperation remains a priority, the new regime’s engagement with Pakistan
complicates India’s security calculus. The future of arms sales, joint exercises, and intelligence sharing
will be shaped by how these competing interests are managed.

Diplomatically, the unpredictability of Trump’s foreign policy style and his transactional approach pose
challenges to the traditionally steady and evolving Indo-US partnership. The relationship now requires
careful navigation to preserve the gains made over the past two decades while addressing emerging
divergences.

Importance of Studying the Impact

Understanding the impact of Donald Trump’s new regime on Indo-US relations is critical for multiple
reasons. First, the bilateral relationship is a cornerstone of regional stability in South Asia and the broader
Indo-Pacific, influencing global geopolitical balances. Second, the relationship affects economic growth,
technological collaboration, and social ties that benefit millions on both sides. Third, the evolving
dynamics under Trump’s leadership provide a case study in how personal diplomacy, shifting strategic
priorities, and domestic political agendas can reshape international partnerships.

Conclusion:

Donald Trump’s second term has introduced a complex dynamic to Indo-US relations, blending
opportunities for enhanced defense and strategic cooperation with challenges in political trust,
immigration, and trade. While the personal rapport between Trump and Modi provides a foundation for
continued collaboration, Trump’s engagement with Pakistan and protectionist economic policies have
strained traditional understandings and raised questions about the reliability of the U.S. as a partner from
India’s perspective.

To navigate this evolving landscape, India must adopt a nuanced, multi-dimensional strategy that balances
cooperation with vigilance. Strengthening defense ties and leveraging economic opportunities must be
complemented by diplomatic efforts to manage tensions arising from U.S.-Pakistan relations and
immigration policies. The future of Indo-US relations under Trump’s new regime will depend on strategic
foresight, adaptability, and sustained dialogue to ensure that the partnership remains robust amid global
geopolitical uncertainties.
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