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Abstract 

Immunization is the process of giving a vaccine to a person to protect them against disease. Immunity 

(protection) by immunization is similar to the immunity a person would get from disease, but instead of 

getting the disease you get a vaccine. This is what makes vaccines such powerful medicine .Vaccination 

records (sometimes called immunization records) provide a history of all the vaccines you or your child 

received. This record may be required for certain jobs, travel abroad, or school registration. Adult 

Vaccination Records. Nowadays, all vaccination details for babies are recorded on their individual cards, 

in hospital immunization books, and in the cloud. 

Cloud-based immunization record storage significantly impacts healthcare by enabling seamless 

updating and retrieval of Electronic Health Records (EHRs) through pattern matching, allowing 

healthcare providers to quickly access accurate vaccination data for patients across different healthcare 

systems, improving patient care and disease prevention strategies. Overall, cloud- based immunization 

record storage utilizing pattern matching is a powerful tool for enhancing healthcare delivery by 

facilitating quick and accurate access to patient vaccination history, enabling timely interventions and 

improving disease prevention strategies. 

 

Introduction 

Key benefits of cloud-based immunization record storage with pattern matching: 

• Real-time access: Healthcare providers can access a patient's complete immunization history 

instantly from any location with an internet connection, facilitating informed decision-making during 

patient encounters. 

• Improved accuracy: By centralizing immunization data in a cloud-based system, the risk of 

duplicate records or data entry errors is reduced, leading to more accurate patient information. 

• Enhanced interoperability: Pattern matching algorithms allow for the identification and matching 

of immunization records even if they are stored in different formats across various healthcare 

systems, promoting data sharing and coordination. 

• Efficient data retrieval: Pattern matching functionalities enable quick searching of immunization 

records using relevant keywords like patient name, date of birth, or vaccine type, leading to faster 

access to critical information. 
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• Population-level analysis: Aggregated immunization data stored in the cloud can be used for large-

scale analysis to identify trends, monitor vaccination coverage, and target public health interventions. 

How pattern matching works in EHR updating and retrieval: 

• Data standardization: Immunization records are standardized using a common data format to ensure 

consistency and facilitate pattern matching. 

• Fuzzy matching: This algorithm can match immunization records even if there are slight variations 

in patient information like misspelled names or transposed dates, improving data accuracy. 

• Exact matching: When a patient's details perfectly align with an existing record, the system can 

readily retrieve the complete immunization history. 

Impact on healthcare: 

• Preventative care: Easy access to immunization records allows healthcare providers to identify 

patients due for vaccinations, promoting timely and appropriate immunizations. 

• Improved patient safety: By eliminating the need for manual data entry and reducing errors, cloud-

based storage with pattern matching enhances patient safety. 

• Disease outbreak management: During disease outbreaks, rapid access to immunization data 

enables efficient identification of vulnerable populations and targeted vaccination campaigns. 

 

Offline electronic immunization registry 

An EIR that operates offline (disconnected from the Internet) and, as a result, is not available for real-time immediate use, can be 

operated independently, and can be synchronized by use of removable storage media. Database transfers at all levels should follow 

a standardized flow for data consolidation. 

 

Online electronic immunization registry 

An EIR system that operates online (connected to the Internet) and is available for real-time immediate use. Requires adequate 

infrastructure (connectivity) to be able to operate; however, it can be adapted to operate via synchronization in limited-connectivity 

environments. 

 

Paper-based individualized registry 

In the majority of countries, each vaccination center keeps an individualized paper- based record that tends to include the name 

and date of birth of the user, information on the mother or caregiver in the case of children, address and/or telephone number, 

day, month, and year of visit, vaccines administered, and the number of corresponding doses. When ordered by user, this registry 

allows monitoring of individual vaccination schedules; this facilitates monthly planning of vaccinations and monitoring of those 

who are behind on their doses. 

 

The Online electronic immunization registry information can be accessed anytime and anywhere, 

allowing doctors to determine a patient's vaccination status even if the patient or bystander cannot 

provide that information. Therefore, we need to implement a new system where all vaccination details 

are stored in the cloud. In the next two to three years, all EIHR records will be stored in the cloud, but 

data from previous years has not been uploaded. Our initial goal is to upload immunization data for 

individuals up to 50 years old. Asha workers of concern PHC will gather immunization information 

through surveys and then provide it to the relevant authorities, who will upload the complete records to 

the cloud. This sensitive information will include Aadhaar card numbers, dates of birth, names, and 

parent details. Doctors can retrieve a patient's immunization record using pattern matching, among other 
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data collection methods .the following way can upload old record into the online electronic 

immunization registry…. 

• Retrieve records from hospitals, clinics, or past healthcare providers. 

• Check personal vaccination cards, workplace health records, or travel documents. 

• If unavailable, a titer test can be done to check for immunity to certain diseases. 

2. Digitize the Records 

• Scan Paper Records: Use a scanner or mobile scanning app (e.g., Adobe Scan, Cam Scanner). 

• Convert to Digital Format: Ensure records are in PDF, JPEG, or structured EHR format. 

3. Choose a Cloud Storage Platform 

• Personal Cloud Storage (Google Drive, OneDrive, Dropbox). 

• Healthcare Portals (If available, upload to hospital EHR systems). 

• Government/Health Authority Databases (Many countries have national immunization registries). 

4. Upload the Records 

• Log in to the selected cloud service. 

• Create a folder named "Immunization Records" for easy access. 

• Upload the scanned or digital file. 

5. Secure the Data 

• Use Encryption: Ensure data security with services that support encryption. 

• Set Access Permissions: Restrict access to authorized healthcare providers or family members. 

• Use Health Apps: Platforms like Apple Health, MyChart, or Microsoft HealthVault allow secure 

storage and sharing. 

6. Link to Healthcare Providers 

• Some hospitals and clinics allow linking personal cloud storage to EHR systems. 

• Share the document link with authorized doctors for easy retrieval. 

7. Regular Updates 

• Update records whenever new vaccinations are received. 

• Set reminders for booster shots or future immunizations. 

 

 
How Doctors Can Access a Patient's Immunization Card from Birth to 15 Years Using Pattern 

Matching 

Introduction Immunization records are crucial for tracking a child's vaccinations and ensuring timely 

protection against various diseases. A doctor’s ability to access a patient’s immunization card from birth 

to 15 years is essential for effective healthcare management. This article explores the importance of 

immunization records, ways doctors can access them using pattern matching, and the benefits of digital 
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record systems. 

Importance of Immunization Records 

1. Ensuring Complete Vaccination – Regular access to immunization records helps doctors confirm 

whether a child has received all required vaccines. 

Preventing Vaccine-Preventable Diseases – Proper immunization tracking reduces the risk of 

outbreaks of preventable diseases like measles, polio, and hepatitis. 

2. Compliance with Public Health Regulations – Many countries have laws requiring children to be 

vaccinated before attending school, making access to records necessary. 

 
Interrelationships among health information systems and immunization information systems 

Systems 

 

Pattern Matching for Immunization Record Access Pattern matching is a technique that allows 

doctors to efficiently retrieve immunization records by identifying structured patterns in data. This 

approach helps in: 

Pattern matching is a technique that identifies patterns or sequences of characters within a larger piece of 

information. It is used in many fields, including computer science, biology etc… 
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1. Automated Data Retrieval 

o Algorithms can scan vast health databases for immunization records using specific patterns such as 

birth dates, unique patient IDs, and vaccination schedules. 

o Machine learning models can recognize patterns in incomplete or missing data to fill gaps in patient 

history. 

2. Electronic Health Records (EHRs) with Pattern Recognition 

o Advanced EHR systems utilize pattern matching to link scattered vaccination records, ensuring a 

complete history. 

o Doctors can enter key patient details, and the system retrieves matching immunization data instantly. 

3. National Immunization Registries with Pattern Matching Algorithms 

o Governments and health organizations implement pattern matching to verify and cross- reference 

immunization data. 

o This prevents duplication and ensures consistency across different healthcare facilities. 

4. Parental Records and Smart Pattern Recognition 

o Mobile apps and digital immunization cards use pattern recognition to scan and validate paper 

records. 

o Doctors can match parental records with official databases for verification. 

5. School Health Records Integration 

o Pattern matching links school health records with national databases, enabling quick verification of 

student immunization status. 

o This ensures compliance with public health policies efficiently. 

 

Benefits of Using Pattern Matching in Immunization Record Access 

• Efficiency – Reduces manual search time, allowing instant retrieval of records. 

• Accuracy – Identifies patterns in fragmented data to ensure complete immunization history. 

• Security – Prevents unauthorized access by using structured search methods. 

• Scalability – Works efficiently even with large datasets across multiple healthcare providers. 

1. Exact Pattern Matching Algorithms 

Used when searching for an exact sequence (e.g., patient ID, vaccine batch number). 

• Knuth-Morris-Pratt (KMP) Algorithm: Efficient for exact searches in large datasets. 

https://www.ijfmr.com/
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• Boyer-Moore Algorithm: Works well for searching long strings in large text. 

• Rabin-Karp Algorithm: Uses hashing, suitable for multiple patterns (e.g., searching multiple 

vaccine names at once). 

2. Approximate Pattern Matching Algorithms 

Useful for handling typos, misspellings, or variations in data entry (e.g., different spellings of patient 

names). 

• Levenshtein Distance (Edit Distance): Measures similarity between two strings and is useful for 

fuzzy searching. 

• Bitap Algorithm: Works well for text searching with a small number of errors. 

• Jaro-Winkler Distance: Optimized for comparing names or short text strings 

Impact on Healthcare 

• Faster and More Accurate Record Retrieval: Pattern matching speeds up searching and updating 

patient immunization records. 

• Reduced Errors: Approximate matching algorithms help correct inconsistencies in patient data. 

• Improved Interoperability: Ensures seamless data integration across healthcare providers. 

• Enhanced Patient Safety: Reduces the risk of missing critical vaccination records. 

Applying Pattern Matching Algorithms in Cloud-Based Immunization Record Storage and EHR 

Management 

Pattern matching algorithms play a vital role in enhancing the efficiency, accuracy, and security of 

cloud-based Electronic Health Record (EHR) systems, especially for immunization record storage, 

updating, and retrieval. Below is a step-by-step approach to applying these algorithms and their impact 

on healthcare. 

Data Storage and Preprocessing How It Works: 

• Immunization records are stored in a cloud-based EHR system. 

• Data is structured (e.g., JSON, XML, SQL database) and indexed for efficient searching. 

• Preprocessing involves data cleaning, standardization (e.g., formatting dates), and tokenization for 

text-based records. 

Pattern Matching Use: 

• Regular Expressions (Regex): Identify specific patterns in structured data (e.g., vaccine names, 

batch numbers, patient IDs). 

• Normalization: Convert variations in vaccine names (e.g., "COVID-19 Vaccine Pfizer" vs. "Pfizer 

COVID Vaccine") to a standard format. 

Example: 

• Regex pattern Pfizer|Moderna|J&J can be used to search for vaccine names in an immunization 

database. 

1. Record Updating Using Pattern Matching How It Works: 

• When a healthcare provider uploads new immunization data, the system must check if the record 

already exists to avoid duplication. 

• Pattern matching helps identify existing records, especially when minor variations exist (e.g., 

misspelled names, different date formats). 

 

Pattern Matching Use: 

• Levenshtein Distance (Edit Distance): Detects typos and variations in patient names or vaccination 
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details. 

• TF-IDF & Cosine Similarity: Identifies similar records in unstructured text-based EHR systems. 

Example: 

• If a patient record exists as "Johnathan Doe, DOB: 01/02/1990", and a new entry appears as 

"Jonathan Doe, DOB: 01/02/1990", Levenshtein Distance can detect the similarity and suggest 

merging the records. 

2. Retrieving Immunization Records Efficiently How It Works: 

• Patients and healthcare providers need to retrieve immunization records quickly. 

• A search query (e.g., "COVID-19 vaccine for John Doe") should return relevant records. 

Pattern Matching Use: 

• Boyer-Moore & Knuth-Morris-Pratt (KMP) Algorithms: Fast text searching for exact matches in 

large databases. 

• Rabin-Karp Algorithm: Used for searching multiple vaccine names at once using hash functions. 

• Jaro-Winkler Distance: Improves search accuracy when retrieving patient records with similar 

names. 

Example: 

• Searching for "COVID-19 Pfizer" should retrieve all relevant records, even if the stored records use 

slightly different formats like: 

o "Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19" 

o "Pfizer Covid Vaccine" 

o "BNT162b2 (Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine)" 

3. Duplicate Record Detection and Merging How It Works: 

• Duplicate records may exist due to different data entry formats across hospitals or clinics. 

• The system must automatically detect and merge duplicate records. 

Pattern Matching Use: 

• Levenshtein Distance & Jaro-Winkler: Identify and merge duplicate patient records. 

• Machine Learning-Based Entity Matching (BERT, Word2Vec): Improves fuzzy matching in 

large-scale datasets. 

Example: 

• If two records exist: 

1. "John A. Doe, Pfizer, 2023-05-12" 

2. "Jon A. Doe, Pfizer Vaccine, 12-05-2023" 

• Jaro-Winkler can detect that they refer to the same person and suggest merging the records. 

4. Fraud Detection in Immunization Records How It Works: 

• Fake vaccination records may be submitted to the cloud system. 

• Pattern matching can help detect fraudulent entries. 

Pattern Matching Use: 

• Anomaly Detection (ML + Pattern Matching): Detects unusual patterns in vaccine records. 

• Rabin-Karp Hashing: Flags duplicate or suspicious entries. 

• Time Series Analysis: Identifies unrealistic vaccination timelines (e.g., someone getting multiple 

vaccines within an impossible timeframe). 

Example: 

• If a person has vaccine entries for "Pfizer on 01-Jan-2024" and "Moderna on 02-Jan-2024", but 
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these vaccines require a 28-day gap, the system flags the record. 

Impact on Healthcare 

1. Improved Data Accuracy & Integrity 

• Reduces duplicate records and ensures accurate immunization history. 

• Prevents mismatched patient records. 

2. Faster and More Reliable Record Retrieval 

• Enables real-time access to immunization records during emergencies. 

• Patients can access their records easily via patient portals. 

3. Enhanced Interoperability Across Healthcare Providers 

• Standardized immunization records can be shared across hospitals, clinics, and pharmacies. 

• Seamless EHR integration across cloud platforms. 

4. Better Public Health Monitoring & Compliance 

• Governments and health agencies can track vaccination coverage and trends. 

• Helps enforce mandatory vaccinations and ensures compliance with healthcare policies. 

5. Fraud Prevention and Data Security 

• Identifies fake vaccination records and protects against medical fraud. 

• Enhances patient data privacy and security. 

1. Exact Pattern Matching Algorithms 

These algorithms are used when searching for exact matches in structured immunization records, such 

as patient IDs or vaccine batch numbers. 

 

Algorithm Time Complexity Use Case in Cloud HER 

Knuth- 

Morris-Pratt (KMP) 

. 

O(n+m) 

Efficient for exact searches in large 

EHR databases. 

Boyer-Moore (BM) O(n/m) (best), 

O(n⋅m) (worst) 

Fast for long text searches (e.g., 

vaccine names). 

Rabin-Karp (RK) O(n+m ) (average), 
. 
O(nm) (worst) Hashing-based, used for detecting 

duplicate vaccine entries. 

 

Algorithms 

Used for direct searches in structured healthcare databases. 

Algorithm Time 

Complexity 

Use Case in EHR Impact on Healthcare 

Knuth-Morris- Pratt 

(KMP) 

O(n + m) Searching for exact vaccine 

names, patient IDs 

Faster record lookup 

Boyer-Moore (BM) O(n/m) (Best), 

O(nm) (Worst) 

Searching large datasets of 

immunization records 

Optimized for large text-

based EHRs 

Rabin-Karp O(n + m) 

(Best), 

O(nm) (Worst) 

Checking multiple vaccine names 

in bulk 

Efficient for multiple 

pattern matching 

 

2. Approximate Pattern Matching Algorithms 

Used when patient records contain spelling errors, missing data, or variations in input. 
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Algorithm Time Complexity Use Case in Cloud EHR 

Levenshtein Distance 

(Edit Distance) 

O(nm) Detects typos in patient 

names or vaccine entries. 

Jaro-Winkler Distance O(n) Optimized for fuzzy 

matching in patient 

records. 

Bitap (Shift-Or) 

Algorithm 

O(n) (for small 

patterns) 

Fast for small error-

tolerant searches. 

 

Impact: Reduces duplicate records and ensures accurate patient identification. Handles 

inconsistencies in data (e.g., name misspellings, variations in vaccine names). 

Algorithm Time 

Complexity 

Use Case in EHR Impact on Healthcare 

Levenshtein Distance 

(Edit Distance) 

O(nm) Handling typos in 

patient names, vaccine 

names 

Improves data accuracy 

and patient record 

merging 

Jaro-Winkler 

Distance 

O(nm) Identifying near-

duplicate records 

Reduces duplicate patient 

records 

Bitap Algorithm 

(Shift-Or) 

O(nm) Fuzzy searching for 

vaccines in free-text 

fields 

Increases search flexibility 

 

Challenges to considerData privacy and security: 

Robust security measures are critical to protect sensitive patient health information stored in the 

cloud. 

• System integration: 

Integrating cloud-based immunization records with existing EHR systems may require technical 

considerations and standardization efforts. 

 

Conclusion  

Providing doctors with seamless access to immunization records from birth to 15 years is essential for 

effective healthcare delivery. Pattern matching significantly enhances data retrieval, ensuring accurate, 

timely, and secure access to immunization history. With continuous advancements in health technology, 

pattern-based immunization tracking will further improve public health and patient care. 
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