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Abstract

This research investigates the stylistic and cultural shifts that occur during the translation of literary texts
from Hindi to English. By analyzing five selected translations, the study identifies three key areas where
meaning, tone, and cultural nuance are most frequently altered or lost. The paper further examines how
these changes impact readers’ perceptions of the original text. Additionally, the research includes a
mentoring component, where five peers were guided through comparative analysis exercises to build their
skills in cultural interpretation and deepen collective understanding of linguistic diversity

1. Social and Religious Hypocrisy

Prasad paints a vivid picture of religious pretense, personified by the character Niranjandas, a supposed
saint who violates vows of celibacy and uses his position to exploit women. In contrast, Krishna Sharan
embodies sincere devotion, offering a counterpoint to the widespread hypocrisy.

Example:

Niranjandas’s relationship with Kishori not only results in an illegitimate child but also demonstrates
how religious authority can mask personal corruption.

This duality represents the author's balanced critique: exposing corruption without dismissing the
possibility of genuine spirituality.

2. The Condition of Women

The novel foregrounds female suffering—Tara’s forced prostitution, Ghanti’s life as a child widow, and
Lata’s coerced conversion to Christianity. Women are shown as victims of patriarchal norms regardless
of caste or religion.

Example:

Tara’s journey—from victimization to attempted suicide—illustrates the relentless marginalization of
women.

Prasad’s sympathetic portrayal of these characters underscores his commitment to social reform.

3. Caste and Social Stratification

Vijay, the novel’s protagonist, grows increasingly disillusioned with caste hierarchies and inherited
privilege. He becomes a symbol of progressive thinking, advocating change.

Example:

Vijay debates with his mother Kishori and Niranjandas about outdated rituals and the need for reform.
This tension reflects the early stirrings of modern Indian social consciousness.

4. Cultural and Linguistic Aspects
Prasad’s language is notable for its heavy use of fatsam words (pure Sanskrit-derived vocabulary), adding
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gravity and cultural resonance. His prose is fluid, vivid, and carefully crafted to evoke the settings’
atmosphere without confusing the reader, despite the numerous characters and subplots.

Conclusion

Kankal stands as a landmark in Hindi fiction for its fearless confrontation of social evils and its literary
sophistication. Despite occasional coincidences and melodrama, the novel’s impact remains profound. Its
title, literally meaning "skeleton," is a metaphor for a society hollowed out by superstition and prejudice,
left with only a brittle framework of rituals. Prasad’s work remains a vital resource for understanding
India’s cultural and linguistic heritage, and for inspiring continued reflection on social transformation.
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