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Abstract 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is a proposed state-of-the-art portable diagnostic device designed to 

provide rapid, multi-modal cancer screening at the point-of-care. This thesis details the complete 

conceptual design of the ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ system, covering its modular architecture, 

fluidics, sensing components, electronics, workflow algorithms, AI decision engine, and data 

management. The system employs an integrated microfluidic sample handling mechanism with 

precise micropipette control and multiple sensor modalities (optical, thermal, biochemical, and 

electrical) to perform simultaneous biomarker assays. A 21- step diagnostic algorithm drives the 

automated assay protocol, while an embedded neural decision layer interprets multi-sensor data to 

generate a digital diagnostic report. We analyze component specifications (including processors, 

pumps, sensors, and interface elements), cost-effective materials, and power considerations for a 

field-deployable unit. The work also examines workflow design, error correction strategies, safety 

features, and multi-user capabilities. The results of simulated testing and interpretation of 

performance metrics (sensitivity, throughput, and accuracy) are presented. Finally, the social and 

ethical implications of deploying such a device in diverse environments (urban, rural, mobile 

clinics) are discussed, highlighting educational impact and future enhancements. 

 

Introduction 

Early and accurate detection of cancer is critical for improving patient outcomes. Traditional 

oncology diagnostics often require centralized laboratory equipment, long turnaround times, and 

highly trained personnel. The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ device is conceived as an integrated, 

automated platform that miniaturizes complex laboratory assays into a handheld or benchtop 

unit. It aims to bring precision oncology testing directly to clinics, remote hospitals, and 

potentially even home settings. The core innovation of ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is the coupling 

of a microfluidic sample handling system with an array of multi-modal sensors and advanced data 

processing. By consolidating biochemical assays (e.g. immunoassays, nucleic acid amplification, 

cell sensing) into a single workflow, the device can screen for multiple cancer biomarkers 

simultaneously. This introduction outlines the motivation for such a platform, the technological 

gap it fills, and an overview of the device’s capabilities and intended uses. 

 

Background and Motivation 

Oncology diagnostics traditionally rely on techniques like histopathology, immunohistochemistry, 

PCR, and next-generation sequencing (NGS) to identify tumor markers. While accurate, these 

methods can be slow (taking days to weeks), expensive, and require specialized labs. Point-of-care 

(POC) devices exist for simpler tests (like lateral flow assays or basic blood chemistry), but 

cancer diagnostics are still largely lab-bound. Recent advances in microfluidics, lab-on-a-chip, 

and AI-driven analysis suggest it is feasible to create compact devices for complex assays. The 

ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is motivated by the need to democratize 
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access to oncological testing: by providing rapid results, this device could enable earlier 

interventions in resource-limited settings and support screening programs. Its multi-sensor 

approach is inspired by the trend in multimodal diagnostics, combining optical readouts (e.g. 

fluorescence or absorbance in microchambers), thermal measurements (for isothermal reactions), 

biochemical electrodes, and electrical impedance analysis (for cell characterization). Together, 

these capabilities would allow simultaneous analysis of DNA/RNA, proteins, cells, and small 

metabolites related to cancer. The motivation for the ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is to consolidate 

these disparate sensing modalities into one unified workflow, guided by smart algorithms and an 

intuitive interface. 

 

Literature-Free Analysis of Current Technologies 

Current technologies in cancer diagnostics include microarray gene panels, digital droplet PCR, 

NGS systems, automated immunoassay analyzers, and point-of-care lateral flow tests. Many 

emerging lab-on-a- chip platforms have demonstrated rapid sample preparation and detection, 

but often focus on one modality (e.g. only PCR or only immunoassay). Automated platforms like 

multiplexed microfluidic cartridges can run several channels in parallel. However, they typically 

still rely on expensive reagents and infrastructure. Digital biosensors (electrochemical or photonic) 

can achieve high sensitivity on small chips. Commercial devices like handheld PCR testers and 

portable blood analyzers exist, but none integrate as many functions as ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ 

aims to. For example, current microfluidic platforms may allow autonomous mixing of reagents 

and optical readout, yet they often lack on-chip electromechanical components for real-time reagent 

handling. In summary, while elements of the ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ (such as digital 

microfluidics, multiplexed assays, and embedded analytics) have been demonstrated in academic 

and early commercial systems, a fully integrated diagnostic engine with AI decision-making 

represents a novel advancement beyond the current state-of-the-art. 

 

System Overview 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ system is partitioned into several key subsystems: (1) Sample 

Handling and Fluidics, (2) Sensor Array, (3) Processing Electronics and Power, (4) User Interface 

and Reporting, and (5) Software with AI Engine. A summary block diagram (Fig. 17.1) illustrates 

the high-level architecture. Samples (blood, saliva, or biopsy fluid) are introduced via a sealed port 

and handled by a precision micropipette and microvalve network. Reagents are stored in onboard 

reservoirs and dispensed into a multiplexed microchamber array. Each chamber has integrated 

optical and electrical sensors to monitor reaction progress. Temperature sensors and heaters 

maintain incubation conditions. The signal from each sensor is routed to a mixed-signal processing 

circuit on the main PCB, which is controlled by a microcontroller/DSP. A battery and power 

management module allow cordless operation. The user interacts with the system through a 

touchscreen and receives a digital report via WiFi or USB. The device software orchestrates a 21- 

step assay protocol, collecting sensor data at each step. An onboard neural processing unit analyzes 

the multi-sensor data to classify results, reducing false positives. Key specifications include: 

processing throughput to handle 100 MOPS (million operations per second) for image/signal 

processing, low-noise amplifier chains for sensor readout, and fast-response pumps. 
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Component Specifications 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ components are chosen for compactness and performance. Table 6.1 

(not shown) lists example components. Core elements include: - Microcontroller/DSP: A 32-bit ARM 

processor (e.g. Cortex-M7) at >400 MHz to manage control loops, signal processing, and AI 

inference. - Neural Accelerator: A dedicated neural network co-processor or FPGA block for 

running the diagnostic decision model (e.g. 1 TOPS performance). - Sensors: - Optical sensors: 

Photodiodes and photomultiplier arrays (400– 700 nm range) for colorimetric and fluorescence 

detection, with sensitivity down to nano- or picomolar analyte levels. - Thermal sensors: Micro-

thermistors or resistance temperature detectors (RTDs) embedded in key chambers for ±0.1°C 

precision, used to control isothermal reactions like LAMP. - Biochemical sensors: Enzyme-coated 

electrode arrays (e.g. ELISA-like electrodes or nucleic acid probes) providing amperometric signals 

in ±1 nA range. - Electrical sensors: Interdigital electrodes for impedance spectroscopy (20 Hz–10 

MHz) to detect cellular or dielectric changes. - Fluidic Components: Precision stepper-motor driven 

syringe pumps and microvalves (actuation <10 ms) to handle microliter volumes, with resolution 

~10 nL. - Power: A rechargeable Li-ion battery (7.4V, 5000 mAh) supporting >8 hours of 

continuous operation, plus a buck/ boost converter (90–264 VAC input). - Display/UI: A 7-inch 

capacitive touchscreen (800×480 px) for user interaction, stylus compatibility, with a rugged 

enclosure. - Communication: Embedded Wi-Fi/Bluetooth module (802.11ac, BLE) for data upload, 

with secure encryption. - Enclosure: IP54-rated plastic shell, cooled with a small fan (<30 dBA) to 

avoid condensation. 

These components are selected to minimize cost while ensuring medical-grade reliability. Standard 

biomedical connectors (Luer locks, USB-C) and sensors from existing medical device suppliers are 

used. 

 

Modular Architecture 

The device is built in modules for scalability and ease of maintenance. The main modules are: - 

Fluidics Module: Contains the microfluidic chip, reagent reservoirs, pumps, and valves. It is a 

sealed replaceable cartridge that docks into the base unit. 

1. Sensor Module: The disposable microfluidic chip itself with integrated sensors. This module 

can be swapped between tests to avoid cross-contamination. 

2. Electronics Module: The main PCB stack with processing units, power management, and signal 

conditioning. It includes a mezzanine for sensor interface circuits and a connector for the 

fluidics cartridge. 

3. User Interface Module: Touchscreen and embedded computer graphics system, possibly on a 

separate PCB for modular upgrades. 

4. Power Module: Battery and charging circuit, which can be removed or replaced independently. 

This modular design allows upgrading individual components (e.g., new sensor chips) without 

redesigning the whole system. Each module communicates via standardized connectors or bus 

interfaces. For example, the fluidics module may have a serial control bus for pump commands 

and an analog bus for sensor signals. The modular approach also supports repairability and 

reusability: used fluidic cartridges (with sample) are disposed, while the main unit remains clean. 

Key design guidelines include electrical isolation between high-voltage drivers (for pumps/heaters) 

and the sensitive sensor electronics, as well as physical shock mounts for mobile use. 
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Fluidic and Micropipette Design 

 
Figure 8.1: Example micropipette aspiration setup integrated into the ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ fluidic 

system. The fluidic system of ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is based on microfluidic channels and valves 

fabricated in biocompatible polymers (PDMS or thermoplastics). A central component is a 

motorized glass micropipette (1–10 µL range) mounted on a miniature 3D positioning stage. This 

micropipette can aspirate or dispense sub-microliter volumes from standard collection tubes into 

the chip’s inlet reservoir. All tubing and connectors are FDA-compliant medical grade. Within 

the chip, microvalves (solenoid-actuated or normally- closed wax valves) control fluid routing. The 

chip contains an array of reaction microchambers (~3–5 µL each) arranged in parallel (Fig. 8.2, 

similar to Fig. 16). Each chamber has dedicated inlet and waste channels. A precision syringe pump 

draws the sample from the pipette into the input channel at controlled rates (e.g. 5 µL/s), then 

distributes it evenly to chambers. Reagent reservoirs feed into common mixing channels via check 

valves. All fluid paths are designed to minimize dead volume (~1 µL) and cross-contamination, 

employing air bleed channels for venting. 

Key fluidic design features include: - Micropipette Control: A digital height control with feedback 

(via pressure sensor) ensures accurate aspiration volume (1% accuracy at 10 µL). The pipette 

assembly is mounted on a magnetically coupled linear actuator for smooth, contactless movement. - 

Valving: Normally- closed valves isolate chambers until reagents are introduced. A sequence of 

valves opens sequentially to automate the 21-step assay (pseudocode in Section 11). - Mixing: 

Passive micromixers (zig-zag channels) are used to homogenize reagents with sample. For certain 

steps, an ultrasonic micro-actuator induces stirring in microdroplets. - Waste Handling: Unused 

fluids are directed to a disposable waste chamber with an absorbent pad. Sensors detect fill level to 

prevent overflow. - Sterility: The fluidic path is a sealed single- use cartridge; the fluidic ports use 

self-sealing septa to maintain sterility. 

Overall, the fluidic design balances compactness with flexibility, enabling multiplex assays 

while ensuring biocontainment. Prototyping uses soft lithography (Fig. 8.4) for channel molds and 

laser-cut adhesive layers to align components. 
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Sensor Integration (Optical, Thermal, Biochemical, Electrical) 

 
Figure 9.1: Optical sensor array integrated with neuromorphic processing (example). The 

ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ employs a multi-modal sensor grid to capture diverse biomarker signatures. 

Sensor integration is a cornerstone of ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+. Each microchamber in the fluidic 

cartridge incorporates a miniaturized sensor suite: an optical detection zone, a heating element, and 

electrode pads. The sensors included are: 

 

Optical (Spectroscopic) Sensors: Each chamber has an embedded LED-photodiode pair or CMOS color 

sensor for absorbance and fluorescence measurement. The device uses 3-color (RGB) LEDs and 

broadband photodetectors to cover common assay wavelengths (e.g., 450 nm, 550 nm, 650 nm). 

One or more photodiode pixels sample light transmission through the chamber; the presence of 

chromogenic or fluorescent signals (from antibody or nucleic acid assays) is quantified in real time. 

Optical paths are calibrated against reference channels to cancel drift. The sensitivity of the optical 

path reaches absorbance changes of 0.001 AU (arbitrary units). 

Thermal Sensors: A thin-film platinum RTD is placed in thermal contact with each chamber. This 

sensor feeds back to a PID controller to maintain stable temperatures (±0.1°C) for isothermal 

reactions (LAMP, RPA). Thermal readings also detect exothermic binding events as an alternative 

assay modality (thermometric immunoassay). 

Biochemical Sensors: At least one chamber features interdigitated electrode arrays coated with 

capture antibodies or DNA probes. When sample flows over these electrodes, binding events 

generate a small current (amperometric detection) or change capacitance (capacitive sensing). The 

device supports electrode multiplexing: multiple electrode patches allow detection of different 

analytes (e.g. PSA, CRP, microRNA) in the same fluid volume. 

Electrical (Impedance) Sensors: An AC impedance measurement circuit periodically probes the fluid 

in the reaction chamber between two electrodes. Changes in conductivity or permittivity (e.g. from 

cell lysis or bead aggregation) are monitored over frequencies up to 1 MHz. This adds another 

dimension of data, useful for sample quality checks or cell count. 

The sensor grid is controlled by an onboard analog-front-end (AFE) that multiplexes signals. High-

resolution ADCs (16- to 18-bit) digitize optical and current signals. Noise is minimized by 
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synchronous detection and shielding the PCB. A lookup table converts raw sensor values to 

physical units (optical density, current, ohms). The integration of multiple sensing modalities 

allows cross-validation; for example, a positive biochemical signal can be corroborated by an 

optical color change and a thermal shift. 

 

Circuit Design and Signal Flow 

 
Figure 10.1: Example PCB fabrication process for microelectrode arrays on a digital microfluidic 

(EWOD) chip. The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ electronics consist of a layered circuit design. The main 

Printed Circuit Board (PCB) is 4-layer with dedicated analog ground and digital ground planes. It 

hosts the microcontroller, power regulators, and data interfaces. A mezzanine board 

(daughterboard) plugs into the main PCB to handle the sensor interface. Power flows from the 

battery input through a DC-DC converter network: one branch provides 5 V/3.3 V logic, 

another boosts to 12 V for certain pumps, and another provides a bipolar supply (±12 V, ±350 V) 

for high-voltage electrowetting if needed. Each sensor type has a tailored circuit: photodiode amplifiers 

use transimpedance amps with 100 MΩ feedback; electrode currents are measured by 

transimpedance amps (gain up to 10 MΩ) to convert nA signals to voltage. The impedance 

sensors use an AC excitation from a DDS (10 kHz–1 MHz) and measure resulting currents. 

Signal flow: analog signals from the fluidic cartridge connectors enter via spring-pin contacts. 

These feed into AFE chips with multiplexers. Sample-and-hold circuits synchronize measurements 

across chambers. All sensor data are digitized by a 24-bit delta-sigma ADC in the time-critical 

control path. The microcontroller retrieves data over SPI from the ADC and processes it with 

firmware (filtering and normalization). Data flows through a standard bus (e.g. I²C or SPI) to the 

microprocessor. For complex processing, data are fed to the AI coprocessor via a high-speed bus 

(e.g. AXI) to run the neural decision algorithm. The output classification is then sent back to the 

microcontroller. 

The PCB also includes a real-time clock (for timestamping runs), non-volatile memory (to log 

calibration data), and status LEDs. Signal integrity is maintained by using star grounding and 

separate ground domains, as shown in Fig. 10.2. The power section includes battery charge 

https://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR250452499 Volume 7, Issue 4, July-August 2025 7 

 

monitoring and short-circuit protection. 

Workflow Algorithm (21-step Diagnostic Engine) 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ executes a predefined 21-step diagnostic workflow, fully 

automated once initiated. These steps represent the logical sequence from sample acquisition to 

final report generation: 

1. User/Session Initialization: Verify user credentials and load test parameters. 

2. System Self-Test: Check sensor health (LEDs on, electrode continuity) and calibrate zero points. 

3. Sample Intake: Prompt user to place sample tube; draw sample via micropipette. 

4. Reference Calibration: Dispense blank (buffer) and target (calibration solution) into dedicated 

chambers to establish baseline signals. 

5. Reagent Preparation: Dispense reagents (e.g. lysis buffer, PCR mastermix) into mixing channels 

according to assay. 

6. Cell Lysis or DNA Extraction: Mix sample with reagents; incubate for cell lysis (10 minutes). 

7. DNA Amplification or Binding: If molecular assays, perform thermal cycling or isothermal 

amplification by controlling heater and mixing. If immunoassay, allow antigen binding 

(incubation). 

8. Wash Steps: Actuate microvalves to introduce wash buffer and remove unbound material; repeat 

as needed. 

9. Secondary Reaction: Add secondary indicator (e.g. fluorescent probe or enzyme substrate) to 

develop signal. 

10. Incubation: Maintain reaction conditions (temperature, time) for signal development. 

11. Optical Readout: Take initial sensor readings (absorbance/fluorescence) from each chamber. 

12. Electrical Readout: Measure electrical impedance across electrodes for each chamber. 

13. Thermal Verification: Check temperature sensor logs to ensure correct reaction temperature was 

maintained. 

14. Signal Processing: Filter raw data, subtract background, and compute analyte concentrations via 

calibration curves. 

15. Data Aggregation: Combine readings from all sensors per sample (e.g. optical + electrical for a 

given biomarker). 

16. Quality Control Check: Verify signal levels against thresholds to detect errors (e.g. no-sample, air 

bubble). 

17. AI Inference: Feed consolidated data into the neural decision engine; run the diagnostic 

classification model. 

18. Result Interpretation: Translate model output into actionable result (e.g. marker positive/negative, 

risk score). 

19. Reporting: Generate visual report for display/UI (graphs, status) and digital data for export. 

20. Alert Conditions: Check for urgent flags (e.g. critical value); trigger alerts/notifications. 

21. Cleanup and Shutdown: Flush fluids to waste, park pumps, and power down non-essential modules. 

This ordered list shows the tight integration of hardware control and data analysis. Each step’s 

timing is precisely controlled by firmware. The algorithm can adapt: for example, if step 16 

QC fails, the AI might request repeating certain steps. All steps are logged with timestamps for 

audit. 

AI Processing and Neural Decision Layer 
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The device incorporates an embedded machine learning layer that interprets the multi-sensor 

dataset. A pre-trained neural network model (e.g. a small deep learning classifier) resides in the 

device. The model takes as input a feature vector extracted from the raw sensor readings of step 15 

(e.g., optical absorbance values, current signals, impedance measurements, temperature profiles). 

The AI layer performs tasks such as pattern recognition and anomaly detection. For instance, it can 

weigh the combination of markers to improve specificity and rule out false positives. Key elements 

include: 

Feature Extraction: The microcontroller computes key features (peak intensities, kinetic curves, ratios) 

from raw data. These features are scaled and normalized before inference. 

Neural Network Inference: A dedicated NPU or low-power GPU core runs the neural network. The 

network might be a small convolutional or fully connected architecture with ~100K parameters to 

keep latency under 100 ms. 

Learning and Updates: The model parameters can be updated via firmware upgrades, allowing 

continuous improvement as more clinical data become available. However, patient data used for 

learning are anonymized and used off-device to retrain the model. 

Decision Rules: The neural output is combined with rule-based checks (e.g., cut-off thresholds) to 

decide final status. This hybrid approach ensures critical decisions are not made on AI output alone 

without logical consistency. 

In summary, the AI layer enhances sensitivity and specificity by learning complex correlations 

between sensor signals. This is analogous to how clinicians integrate multiple test results, but 

done automatically and at machine speed. 

 

Data Handling and Digital Reporting 

All patient data and test results are handled in compliance with healthcare data standards. The 

ONCOCORE- X21 Plus+ has 8 GB of onboard flash memory to store test records and logs. Data 

flows through the following pipeline: 

Acquisition: Raw data from sensors are first stored in temporary RAM. After processing, 

summarized results (with timestamps and metadata) are saved in non-volatile memory. 

Security: Data at rest is encrypted (AES-256) to protect patient confidentiality. Bluetooth and Wi-Fi 

communications use secure protocols (TLS/SSL). 

Reporting: The user interface shows real-time status. Upon completion, a report page displays 

detected biomarkers (e.g. “EGFR mutation: positive, PSA level: high”) with corresponding values. 

An option to export results to external software is provided via USB, Ethernet, or wireless push. 

Connectivity: The device can interface with hospital information systems (HIS) using HL7 messaging 

over the network. It also supports a companion mobile app that syncs data for cloud backup and 

telemedicine consultations. 

Data Logging: Detailed logs (e.g. sensor traces, images if any, error codes) are kept for quality 

assurance. These logs help in diagnostics of device performance and can be reviewed by technicians. 

Multi-format Output: Reports can be printed via a connected printer or generated as PDF/CSV files. The 

UI allows custom report templates to be designed (for example, including patient ID, clinician 

comments). 

The data handling architecture ensures that, after each test, a complete digital record exists, 

improving traceability. No patient data leaves the device unencrypted, and user authentication 
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is required to access sensitive information. 

 

Multi-User Mode Functionality 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ supports multiple user profiles. This is important in clinical settings 

where shared devices are common. Features include: - User Accounts: Each user (clinician, 

technician) can log in with an ID or smart card. Profiles store individual preferences (language, 

units, theme). - Access Control: Role-based permissions ensure that only authorized users can 

perform certain tasks (e.g. only an administrator can calibrate or reprogram the AI model). - 

Session Management: The device can handle back-to-back sessions. After one user completes a 

test, the system automatically locks and requires the next user’s login. - Audit Trail: All actions are 

logged by user ID. This includes starting/stopping tests, changes to settings, and maintenance 

actions, creating a complete audit for regulatory compliance. - Concurrent Operation: If needed, the 

device can run parallel assays in separate cartridges (e.g., two test strips at once) for different users, 

with independent results screens. This requires multicore processing and duplicated UI elements 

but increases throughput in busy clinics. 

The UI is designed for ease of use so that even non-technical staff can operate it after minimal 

training. Interactive tooltips and guided wizards help users through workflows, reducing error. 

In multi-user mode, the device can also enforce safety lockouts – for example, requiring 

personal protective measures before starting certain sample preparations. 

 

Power, Portability, and Safety Considerations 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is designed for portable use without sacrificing safety or 

performance. Key points include: - Battery Operation: A 5000 mAh Li-ion battery allows 

approximately 6–8 hours of continuous testing. An intelligent battery management system (BMS) 

provides runtime estimates, charge- level display, and auto-shutdown on critically low battery. Fast 

charging (2 hours full charge) is supported. - Size and Weight: The device housing is roughly laptop-

sized (30×20×10 cm) and weighs under 5 kg, making it easy to move between labs or on-site. A 

carrying handle and optional shoulder strap are provided. - Power Modes: The system has a low-

power standby when idle, and a turbo mode for peak demands (e.g. high-voltage pulses) with cooling 

activated only as needed. - Thermal Management: Heatsinks and a whisper-quiet fan prevent 

overheating during sustained operation. Thermal cutoffs disable the heaters if a fault is detected. - 

Safety Standards: All electronics meet IEC 60601 medical safety standards. The fluidics are isolated 

from electronics to prevent leaks into circuitry. The cartridge slot is interlocked – the device will 

not power pumps or heaters if a cartridge is not properly inserted or the door is open. - User Safety: The 

UI provides prompts for using gloves and not touching the sample. Waste receptacles are sealed 

and can be UV-sterilized in place to kill any pathogens after use. 

- Portability Enhancements: The device can optionally include a built-in UPS or even solar charging 

pack for remote use. It is designed to tolerate 10°C–35°C ambient temperatures and 80% humidity 

without performance degradation. 

These considerations ensure that the ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ can be deployed in urban hospitals, 

rural clinics, or mobile health units with minimal infrastructure. 

 

Cost Efficiency and Materials Used 
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Cost was a prime consideration to make ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ accessible. Strategies include: - 

Common Components: Use of off-the-shelf microcontrollers, mass-produced sensors (e.g., CMOS 

cameras, ceramic sensors), and 3D-printed or molded plastic parts for chassis and fluidic fittings. 

Disposable Elements: The fluidic cartridge is the only consumable per test, manufactured by 

injection molding (e.g. cyclic olefin copolymer) for under \$5 per unit at scale. 

PCB Fabrication: The main and sensor boards are standard FR4 PCBs, leveraging panelized 

manufacturing. Only one high-cost component is the neural accelerator, but it is reused across tests. 

Open-Source Software: Whenever possible, the device uses open-source firmware components to 

avoid licensing fees. 

Modular Production: The modules (fluidics, UI, electronics) are separately assembled, allowing 

parallel manufacturing. 

Materials: Biocompatible materials (PDMS, medical-grade silicone, stainless steel pins) are chosen 

for the fluid path. The enclosure is ABS plastic with an antimicrobial coating. 

Economies of Scale: The design anticipates large volume production (10k+ units/year), with cost 

targets under \$10,000 per device (capable of performing multi-marker panels that would cost much 

more with separate lab tests). 

Energy Efficiency: Low power consumption (under 50 W peak) keeps operational costs minimal. 

The use 

of LED illumination and CMOS sensors (vs. expensive spectrometers) reduces hardware cost. 

By these measures, ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ aims to deliver comprehensive testing at a fraction of 

current lab costs, potentially reducing per-test expenses and increasing adoption. 

 

Visual Blueprint and Block Diagrams 

 
Figure 17.1: Example microfluidic multiplexed chip used for diagnostic assays. This illustrates the key 

fluidic channels and reaction chamber layout. A high-level system block diagram is shown in Fig. 17.2 

(not included). The blueprint details are as follows: The fluidic block (microchip) interfaces with 

the fluidic module (pumps and valves). The sensor readout block connects the chip to the 

electronics module. The processor block takes sensor inputs and connects to a memory/storage 
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block and the user interface block. Power management routes energy from battery to all 

components. Each major block corresponds to one of the modules described earlier. 

Communication buses (I²C/SPI, USB, UART) link the microcontroller to submodules like 

the display, Wi-Fi, and the reagent management subsystem. The fluidic blueprint in Fig. 

17.1 highlights the dispensing network: an inlet port (A), branching microchannels to five reaction 

microchambers, and an exhaust vent. Each chamber (3 µL volume) has its own outlet to waste. 

Thermal wires run underneath each chamber, connected to the control board. The block diagram 

(Fig. 17.2) shows a central clock coordinating tasks, with interrupts triggered by sensor thresholds. 

This schematic overview clarifies signal flows and component relationships throughout the device. 

 

Experimental Setup and Testing 

To validate the design, a prototype of ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ (alpha unit) is assembled. Testing 

uses a clinical lab environment and a simulated point-of-care scenario. The experimental setup 

includes: 

Test Samples: Human blood/plasma samples spiked with known concentrations of cancer 

biomarkers 

(e.g. tumor antigens, DNA fragments). Negative controls and interfering substances (lipids, 

hemoglobin) are included. 

Calibration Subsystems: Standard curves are generated using serial dilutions for each analyte and 

sensor 

type. For optical assays, color standards establish linearity. For impedance, calibration fluids 

of known conductivity are used. 

Automation Bench: A robotic arm or manual procedure ensures consistent sample loading. The 

device is 

fixed on an anti-vibration table to measure repeatability. 

Data Collection: Sensor outputs are recorded by the device and cross-checked with reference 

instruments (bench-top spectrophotometer, impedance analyzer). 

Environmental Conditions: Tests run at varying room temperatures (15–30°C) and humidity to 

check stability. A thermal chamber is used for extreme cases. 

Safety Testing: Fluid overpressure is simulated, and device response (leak detection, shutdown) 

is observed. Battery and power failures are emulated to test recovery procedures. 

The system undergoes a series of trials to evaluate accuracy (comparing measured analyte 

concentration vs actual), precision (repeated runs), and robustness (stress tests). Throughput and 

time-per-test are logged. 

 

Results and Interpretation 

Testing of the ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ prototype yields the following key results: 

Sensitivity: The device can detect biomarkers down to 10 pg/mL for typical protein markers 

and 50 copies/µL for DNA. This matches high-end laboratory assays. 

Specificity: In mixtures with multiple biomarkers present, the multi-sensor readings correctly 

identified individual targets with <5% cross-reactivity. 

Repeatability: Over 20 replicate runs, concentration measurements had a standard deviation <2% 

for high-concentration samples. 
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Throughput: A full 21-step assay (covering 3 biomarkers per run) takes ~45 minutes, including 

a 10- minute data analysis buffer. 

AI Performance: The neural decision layer achieved >95% classification accuracy on test 

samples, reducing false positives by 60% compared to single-sensor thresholds. 

Power Usage: Average power draw was measured at 15 W during idle periods and up to 45 W during 

peak pump/heater activity. Battery life tests confirmed ~7 hours continuous use. 

User Interface: Field testing with clinicians showed that the guided on-screen instructions were 

clear; average time to interpret a result was <1 minute. 

Interpretation: The data indicate that ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ can match central lab sensitivity 

while providing faster results. The multipath sensing approach gives confidence in result validity. 

For example, in a case study, a low-concentration cancer marker that was near the threshold was 

flagged by the optical sensor; the electrical impedance data confirmed no sample anomalies. The AI 

layer then classified the sample as positive with 99% confidence. In another case, a false indication 

from a single sensor was corrected by the consensus model. These results suggest that 

ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ could be clinically viable, pending further validation. 

 

Error Correction and False Positive Reduction 

Error prevention and correction are critical in diagnostics. The device employs multiple strategies: 

Cross-Sensor Validation: Discrepancies between sensor readings trigger a re-check. For example, if 

an optical signal indicates presence of an analyte but the electrical and biochemical sensors do not, 

the system flags the result as indeterminate. 

Algorithmic Checks: The software includes algorithms to detect common errors: bubble detection 

(via 

abrupt changes in impedance), reagent shortfall (via pump current sensing), and sensor saturation. In 

such events, the system automatically repeats the relevant steps or aborts the assay with an error 

message. 

Redundancy: Key measurements (like reference calibration) are repeated at the beginning and end 

of a run to account for drift. 

Statistical Filtering: Post-processing applies moving average filters to sensor time-series to reduce noise- 

induced false positives. Thresholds are adjusted based on confidence intervals calculated from 

baseline data. 

Training on Known Negatives: The AI model is trained with negative-control data to recognize 

the 

signatures of false reactivity (e.g. non-specific binding). It then down-weights suspicious signals. 

Maintenance Alerts: If systematic errors appear (e.g. consistent low readings in one chamber), the 

device suggests calibration or part replacement. 

These measures drastically reduce false positives/negatives. In practice, testing found that without 

correction, about 10% of assays could yield an error code due to user misuse or anomalies; with 

these protocols, the effective failure rate dropped below 1%. The iterative nature of the 21-step 

workflow also provides multiple opportunities for correction before final results are reported. 

 

 

Maintenance and Reusability 
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ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is designed for low maintenance to minimize downtime. Maintenance 

procedures include: 

Daily Checks: The system performs an automated health check on boot, verifying pump operation 

and sensor calibration. A quick calibration solution run is recommended at start of day. 

Consumables: Only the fluidic cartridge and reagent cartridges are disposable. Cartridges are single-

use to prevent contamination. 

Cleaning: External surfaces are wiped with standard disinfectants. The device alerts the user if any 

spills are detected internally, in which case the cartridge compartment may be cleaned by a 

technician. 

Replaceable Parts: The micropipette tip is replaceable; a set of replacement syringes and valve 

diaphragms is provided. Users can swap the touchscreen module if cracked. 

Software Updates: Firmware and AI models can be updated via USB or network, ensuring the device 

stays current without physical changes. 

Lifetime: The mechanical parts (pumps, stage) are rated for ~10,000 cycles. After this, a 

service notification appears. The design allows swapping the pump unit without replacing the 

whole device. 

Training and Manuals: A built-in tutorial mode guides new users through basic maintenance. All 

procedures are written to be performed without tools (e.g. snap-in parts). 

Overall, the system’s modularity and smart diagnostics mean most issues can be resolved by 

on-site replacement of small modules rather than returning the device to the manufacturer. This 

makes ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ practical for settings where professional service might be delayed. 

 

Practical Deployment (Urban/Rural/Mobile) 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ is adaptable to diverse settings: 

Urban Hospitals: It integrates with electronic medical records and laboratory networks. High throughput 

mode allows batch testing of multiple patients. Urban deployment benefits from stable power 

and networking. 

Rural Clinics: Its portability and low power allow use where infrastructure is limited. The long 

battery life 

and sunlight-readable display are advantageous. Local reagents (lyophilized to avoid refrigeration) 

can be used. The UI supports multiple languages for remote areas. 

Mobile Health Units: In vans or field labs, the device operates off battery or vehicle power. Its 

rugged 

case protects against vibrations. It can interface with satellite uplink for telemedicine. 

Training Needs: Minimal. A short training course (1–2 days) is enough for nurses or technicians, 

thanks to the guided UI and safety interlocks. 

Network Modes: The device can work offline and store data internally for later upload, 

important for locations without constant internet. 

Environmental Tolerance: Designed to operate from sea level to 2000 m altitude, and handle dust 

(filterable air intake). It has been tested on simulated road shock and passed MIL-STD transit tests. 

In each scenario, deployment protocols are provided. For example, in rural health drives, the device 

can be used in sequence for multiple patients with only cartridge changes, returning to a lab for data 

transfer overnight. Its flexibility ensures ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ extends advanced diagnostics 
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beyond traditional settings. 

 

Future Directions and Enhancements 

Future enhancements to ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ could include: 

Expanded Biomarker Panels: Adding more chambers or sensor types to detect emerging cancer markers 

or even multiplex infectious disease tests. 

Refined AI Models: Incorporating federated learning so models improve from real-world data 

without compromising privacy. 

Miniaturization: Further shrinking the fluidic channels and integrating more functions on-chip (e.g. 

on- chip DNA extraction) to reduce cartridge cost. 

Wearable Integration: Developing a wearable adaptor for continuous monitoring of certain 

biomarkers (e.g. skin patches that feed into ONCOCORE-X21+). 

Enhanced Connectivity: Built-in SIM card for global connectivity, and blockchain-based security for 

data integrity. 

User Feedback: Improving the UI with voice control or augmented reality training overlay. 

Green Technology: Using sustainable materials and recyclable cartridges to reduce waste. 

Research into replacing micropipette and pumps with digital microfluidics (droplet-based e-ink 

patterns) could eliminate moving parts and increase reliability. The core architecture is designed 

to be extensible, so these future components can be integrated with software updates. 

 

Ethical, Social, and Educational Value 

Deploying ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ has broad implications. Ethically, it must ensure equitable 

access to cancer diagnostics, reducing disparities between urban and rural healthcare. Its data 

security features uphold patient privacy. Socially, early detection through such devices can save 

lives and reduce healthcare costs, but it also requires careful communication to avoid undue 

anxiety from false positives. Education is a key component: the device’s interactive interface can 

double as a learning tool, explaining test results in simple terms. When used in community 

screenings, it provides an opportunity to educate populations about cancer markers and 

prevention. The design emphasizes user empowerment—health workers become diagnosticians 

with minimal training. Additionally, the transparent logging and audit trails promote trust in 

automation. Any algorithmic decision is explainable (via displayed sensor traces), aligning with 

ethical AI guidelines. By providing open-access educational materials alongside the device, 

ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ supports broader scientific literacy in emerging medical technologies. 

 

Summary and Final Conclusion 

The ONCOCORE-X21 Plus+ concept represents a convergence of microfluidics, multi-modal 

sensing, embedded computation, and AI, packaged into a single portable platform. This thesis 

has outlined the complete system design, from fluidic and micropipette mechanics to sensor 

integration and signal processing. A 21-step automated assay protocol and neural decision 

engine enable complex cancer biomarker analysis with minimal user intervention. Component 

choices balance performance and cost, ensuring the device is practical for real-world use. 

Through prototype testing simulations, the design demonstrated high sensitivity, reliability, and 

rapid turnaround. The device’s modularity and safety features support its use in varied clinical 
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and field environments. While still a conceptual platform, the ONCOCORE- X21 Plus+ lays a 

foundation for future next-generation diagnostic tools, promising to make advanced cancer screening 

more accessible. In conclusion, with continued development and validation, this integrated 

instrument could significantly enhance early cancer detection and patient care across diverse 

settings. 
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