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Abstract 

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and secularism are closely related principles that provoke a lot of debate 

in democracies with many different groups. This is especially true in India, where the country's many 

religions and cultures have a huge effect on politics and the law. People often think of the UCC as a 

fundamental part of secular government that works to promote equality and bring the country together. 

The goal is to have one set of rules that covers marriage, divorce, inheritance, and adoption. But its 

implementation raises complex questions about the nature of secularism, the balance between equality and 

cultural freedom, and the role of the state in managing diversity. This study examines the historical origins, 

legal frameworks, philosophical foundations, and contemporary developments of the UCC in India, 

incorporating comparative perspectives from other nations. It asserts that the UCC-secularism link 

illustrates broader tensions between legal uniformity and cultural diversity, promoting a thoughtful, 

inclusive approach to reconcile these opposing demands. This paper offers a comprehensive analysis of 

how the UCC could advance secular ideas while respecting India's diverse social fabric through historical, 

legal, philosophical, comparative, and contemporary perspectives. 
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1. Introduction 

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) aims to establish a singular framework of regulations governing personal 

matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, and adoption, independent of religious or cultural 

influences. The UCC is a Directive Principle of State Policy under Article 44 of Constitution in India. This 

signifies that the government is dedicated to national unity and treating everyone equally under the law 

(Constitution of India, 1950). But it's hard to do in a community with a lot of different religions and 

cultures, like India, which has more than five major religions and 22 official languages (Legal Service 

India, n.d.). Secularism, as a guiding principle of governance, complicates this task, as it is defined 

variably across contexts—from the Western model of tight state-religion separation to India’s particular 

principle of sarva dharma sambhava (equal regard for all religions) (Bhargava, 2006).    

This study investigates the correlation between the UCC and secularism, addressing fundamental 

questions: How does the UCC align with or challenge secular principles? What are the social and political 

effects of putting a UCC in place in a society with many different groups? How do various views on 

secularism change the discourse about reforming personal laws? What is the present situation of UCC 

implementation in Indian states? This study examines the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) via a 
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multidisciplinary lens, encompassing history, law, philosophy, comparative analysis, and contemporary 

developments, to assess its effectiveness in fostering equality despite cultural diversity. It asserts that the 

UCC-secularism link illustrates the fundamental challenge of harmonizing individual rights, collective 

identities, and state neutrality in constitutional democracies, with recent state-level initiatives highlighting 

both opportunities and impediments. 

 

2. Conceptual Foundations of Secularism 

Secularism, as a political and legal philosophy, is not uniform, and its interpretations influence the 

discourse on the UCC in many manners. 

2.1. Secularism in Western Democracies 

In Western liberal democracies, secularism usually means that religion and the state don't mingle. The 

French idea of laïcité says that religion can't have any say in public institutions or legislation (Poulter, 

1997). The establishment clause of the U.S. First Amendment also says that the government can't support 

or favor any religion (U.S. Constitution, 1789). These methods stress individual liberty and government 

neutrality, often relegating religion to the private sphere. But accepting religious variety is still hard, 

especially in family law, where religious rules and legal rights don't often agree. For example, 

conversations about religious arbitration in family disputes in Canada illustrate the potential conflicts 

between secular legal systems and cultural heterogeneity (Bakht, 2006). 

2.2. Indian Secularism: Equitable Pluralism 

Indian secularism is considerably different from Western models since it is pluralistic and balances 

religious freedom with government action to make sure everyone is treated fairly and equally. The 

Constitution of India, which is the longest in the world, starts with the words above. On January 26, 1950, 

the Constitution became law. At that time, the word "secular" was not in the Preamble. The 42nd 

Constitutional Amendment Act added it in 1976 along with a few other things. The word "secular" in the 

42nd amendment makes it apparent that India is a secular republic. India does not give any religion special 

status as a country. India is secular because it gives all religions the same level of freedom. The Indian 

Constitution's Articles 25–28 protect the right to practice, profess, and disseminate religion. Article 17 

abolishes untouchability, while Article 15 prohibits discrimination based on religion, caste, or sex 

(Constitution of India, 1950). This model represents sarva dharma sambhava, allowing the state to change 

unfair religious practices while respecting cultural diversity (Bhargava, 2006). 

Indian secularism is "contextually sensitive," meaning it changes based on the fact that there are many 

religions in the community (Bhargava, 2006, p. 45). The state amended Hindu personal laws in the 1950s, 

including the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, but mainly left Muslim personal law alone. This shows that 

the state is not neutral. This was done to defend the rights of minorities (Hasan & Menon, 2004). Despite 

this selective reform, it has led to unfairness, which has led to calls for a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) to 

provide legal uniformity and secular equality. 

2.3. Secularism and Personal Laws 

Secularism is put to the test in a big way when it comes to personal laws, which are based on religious or 

customary principles and govern family concerns. Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Parsis, and tribal groups 

in India are all subject to distinct legal systems. This means that their rights and obligations are not the 

same. For instance, Muslim personal law used to allow polygamy and unilateral divorce, while Hindu law 

today does not allow polygamy and gives women equal rights to inherit (Menski, 2003). These 

discrepancies make us think about whether secularism needs a single set of rules or if it can handle diverse 
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ones. The UCC is usually thought of as a non-religious solution to get rid of these differences by 

suggesting a common code. However, it could be perceived as an imposition that goes against Article 25 

promise of religious freedom (Sen, 2005). 

2.4 Landmark Judgments relating to Secularism: 

• Kesavananda Bharti v. State of Kerala: The Supreme Court of India said in this judgment that 

secularism is an important feature of the Constitution's basic structure. It was also agreed that 

Parliament can't change the elements of the Constitution that are most important to it. 

• S.R. Bommai v. Union of India: The Supreme Court said that a society that is secular is not 

necessarily an atheist society. Secularism makes society less the same. The legislation in a secular 

country regards all religions the same and does not favor or discriminate against any of them. 

• Indian Young Lawyer’s Association v. State of Kerala – Shabrimala Case: It was said that not 

letting women in their "menstruating years" access the Sabarimala temple, as is the religious custom, 

violates women's fundamental rights to equality. 

Secularism is the heart of the Indian Constitution, and it is the goal of building a socialist society. The 

community and the government have a duty to operate our country based on the ideas of socialism and 

secularism. Secularism has different levels. Sarva Dharma Samabhav, Dharmanirpekshata, atheism, 

opposing religion, abolishing religion, and Ihavaad (worldliness) are not synonyms; rather, they represent 

the evolving stages of secularism. Therefore, the gradual evolution of secularism is essential for the future 

of our nation. The Constitution of India already accepts the human welfare values of authentic religion, 

which ends the struggle between religion and secularism. The Constitution does not allow fake religions 

or violent-aggressive religions. Secularism and socialism go hand in hand. To get rid of the problem of 

religious blindness, Indian society should be based on the ideas of both secularism and socialism. In order 

for Indian democracy to work, a secular society must be built. This is the only way to achieve social and 

economic equality. Secularism, not religion, is what the Indian Constitution is based on. The Constitution 

does not have a religion, but citizens do. 

 

3. The Uniform Civil Code: Historical and Legal Context 

3.1. Historical Origins in India 

The idea of a UCC started in India when it was a colony, but it was increasingly popular during the 

Constituent Assembly debates from 1946 to 1950. The people who wrote the Constitution had a hard time 

making one nation out of many different groups. Supporters, including as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, said that a 

UCC was essential for female equality, national unity, and the eradication of discriminatory practices 

embedded in religious personal laws. Ambedkar claimed that a UCC would "help consolidate the nation" 

by giving everyone a common legal identity (Ambedkar, 1949, p. 550). Minority groups, especially 

Muslims, were opposed it because they were afraid that a UCC would take away their freedom of religion 

and culture. Naziruddin Ahmad and others claimed that personal laws were a significant aspect of religious 

identity and that a UCC could make minorities feel unwelcome in a country where Hindus constitute the 

majority (Constituent Assembly Debates, 1949). The agreement was to make the UCC a non-justiciable 

Directive Principle under Article 44. This expressed a desire for change in the future, but it didn't have to 

happen right away (Constitution of India, 1950). This illustrated how hard it was for India's fledgling 

democracy to achieve a balance between unity and diversity. 

3.2. Objectives of the UCC 

The UCC aims to achieve several objectives: 
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1. Gender Justice: Address discriminatory practices, such unequal inheritance rights, polygamy, and 

arbitrary divorce, which disproportionately impact women (Hasan & Menon, 2004). The fact is that in 

most religions, men are given priority when it comes to succession and inheritance, which is unfair to 

women. The Uniform Civil Code will bring men and women on equal footing and make gender 

equality a reality. 

2. Legal Uniformity: Make a unified legal system to stop communities from breaking apart and make 

sure everyone is treated equally under the law (Article 14). The Uniform Civil Code will make the 

complicated regulations about marriage, inheritance, succession, and adoption easier to understand by 

putting them all under one uniform civil code. 

3. Secular Governance: Align personal legislation with the constitutional values of non-discrimination 

and state neutrality. 

4. National Integration: Encourage a sense of common citizenship by looking past differences in 

religion and culture (Byju's, 2022). The Uniform Civil Code will give everyone the same set of 

personal laws. This will put an end to the politics of issues like discrimination, concessions, or, on the 

other hand, particular benefits that one community gets because of their own religion personal laws. 

These goals are contentious as the pursuit of gender equity must consider cultural sensitivities, and 

uniform legislation may be perceived as imposing majoritarian norms on all individuals (Baxi, 2008). 

3.3. Judicial Interventions and the UCC 

The Indian judiciary has played a pivotal role in shaping the UCC debate through landmark cases: 

1. Mohd. Ahmad Khan v. Shah Bano Begum: The Hon'ble Supreme Court remarked it was regrettable 

that Article 44 was still not being applied in the Shah Bano Case. By doing rid of laws that have ideas 

that are at war with one other, the Uniform Civil Code would make it feasible for the country to come 

together. The State is in charge of making sure that all of its inhabitants have a Uniform Civil Code. 

There is no doubt that the legislature can achieve this because the Constitution gives it its powers and 

obligations. What better approach to develop a Uniform Civil Code than through the legislature? This 

would incorporate all parts of the Constitution and emphasize that the Constitution is more essential 

than religious personal laws. It is not easy to bring people of different faiths together on the same 

platform. But the Constitution must be obeyed, and that means starting now. 

2. Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017): The Supreme Court said that triple talaq was against the law 

since it violates women's rights and dignity. In Shayara Bano v. Union of India, 2017, this revealed 

that personal laws needed to be altered to better reflect secular ideals. 

3. Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995): The Court heard about Hindu men who convert to Islam so 

they can have more than one wife. It told the government to make a UCC to stop this kind of 

exploitation of personal laws (Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India, 1995). 

4. John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003): The Court threw down sections of Christian personal 

law that were unfair. This emphasized how crucial it is to have a consistent set of laws. The Hon'ble 

Apex Court further said that provisions 25 and 26 of the Constitution only protect religious rituals and 

ceremonies that are part of the religion itself. These provisions do not protect things that are not 

religious. The Hon'ble Chief Justice of India firmly asserted that the enactment of a Uniform Civil 

Code will resolve all conflicts arising from divergent ideologies. (John Vallamattom v. Union of India, 

2003). 

The courts believe that changes to personal law are needed to defend constitutional norms, but these cases 

also indicate how far the courts can go without action from the legislature (Baxi, 2008). 
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4. The UCC and Secularism: Convergence and Conflict 

4.1. Convergence: Advancing Equality and Justice 

The UCC's goal of getting rid of legal inequalities based on religion is in keeping with secularism's goal 

of equality. A UCC might protect Article 14 promise of equal treatment under the law and Article 15 ban 

on discrimination (Constitution of India, 1950) by making sure that all people are subject to the same laws 

in civil cases. For example, the Hindu Succession Act (1956) gave women the same rights to inherit 

property as men. This change has not yet been fully put into effect in Muslim personal law (Menski, 2003). 

A UCC might make these kinds of protections open to everyone, which would support gender equality 

and a government that is not religious.   

A UCC might also fix conflicts that go against secular norms. For instance, Hindu law says that polygamy 

is not allowed, while Muslim personal law does. People perceive that the two groups are being treated 

unfairly because of this (Hasan & Menon, 2004). A UCC would make these kinds of rules the same for 

everyone, which would show that the state is fair and doesn't take sides. 

4.2. Conflict: Cultural Autonomy vs. Uniformity 

Wanting a UCC often goes against the idea of accepting many religions in a secular way. Muslims and 

other minority groups argue that personal laws are a vital part of their cultural and religious identity. The 

All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) has always opposed the UCC, asserting that it would 

contravene Article 25 of the Constitution, which safeguards the right to religious freedom (Hasan & 

Menon, 2004). This tension raises an important question: Does secularism need uniformity, or can it 

accommodate diverse legal systems?   

The pluralistic aspect of Indian secularism complicates this matter. The French model values uniformity 

a lot, but Indian secularism lets the state cooperate with religion to make sure justice is done (Bhargava, 

2006). This has led to selective modifications, as shown in the Hindu Code Bills, whereas Muslim personal 

law has mostly stayed the same. Critics argue that a UCC might disrupt this balance by imposing a uniform 

framework that marginalizes minority identities (Sen, 2005). 

4.3. The Majoritarian Critique 

One big problem with the UCC is that it might indicate favoritism toward the majority. Some people in 

India think that the UCC is an attempt to make Hindu principles universal while still appearing to be 

secular (Baxi, 2008). This is because Hindu personal laws were changed in the 1950s. Hindu law already 

has laws about monogamy and equal inheritance that are very similar to what the UCC wants to achieve. 

This causes people fear that it could unfairly target practices that are less common. Political rhetoric from 

organizations like the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which calls the UCC a tool for national unity but could 

push away minorities, makes this position even stronger (Jacobsohn, 2003). 

4.4. Gender Justice and Secularism 

The UCC's ability to advance gender justice signifies a substantial congruence with secularism. Judicial 

and legislative measures have opposed unjust practices such as triple talaq, inequitable inheritance, and 

restricted divorce rights (Hasan & Menon, 2004). The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 

Act, 2019, which made triple talaq illegal, is an example of this trend. However, it was criticized for not 

asking the community first (Shayara Bano v. Union of India, 2017). This illustrates that everyone needs 

to be part of the discourse about changes to the UCC so that gender justice and cultural sensitivity can be 

reconciled. 
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5. Comparative Perspectives 

This issue of consistent legal systems and religious diversity isn't just a problem in India. Comparative 

analysis offers substantial insights on the relationship between the UCC and secularism. 

5.1. Turkey: Secularism through Uniformity 

Turkey's adoption of the Swiss Civil Code in 1926, part of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk's secular reforms, got 

rid of religion personal laws and set up a single legal system (Özbudun, 2010). This top-down strategy 

sought to modernize and secularize Turkish society while suppressing religious identities, resulting in 

opposition from traditional factions. Turkey's example shows how hard it is to make everyone in a 

religiously varied country the same, which is a warning for India's UCC goals. 

5.2. France: Laïcité and Legal Uniformity 

Because of France's strict secularism (laïcité), there can only be one civil code. This means that the French 

Civil Code covers family matters for all citizens (Poulter, 1997). Critics, especially Muslims, say that this 

policy ignores minority religious traditions. For example, bans on religious symbols in public places have 

led to debates on whether laïcité encourages diversity or requires assimilation (Poulter, 1997). France's 

experience illustrates that a UCC needs to find a way to balance respect for cultural variations with 

uniformity. 

5.3. Canada: Balancing Pluralism and Uniformity 

All family law in Canada is based on Quebec's Civil Code, although there have been conflicts regarding 

how to deal with religious diversity, such as using sharia-based arbitration in family matters (Bakht, 2006). 

In 2005, Ontario rejected religious arbitration in family law due to concerns regarding gender equality. 

This demonstrates the difficulty of reconciling secular legal frameworks with religious pluralism (Bakht, 

2006). Canada's example illustrates that India's UCC needs to put diversity first so that it doesn't push 

minority groups away. 

5.4. Lessons for India 

All family law in Canada is based on Quebec's Civil Code. However, there have been disagreements about 

how to handle religious diversity, like adopting sharia-based arbitration in family cases (Bakht, 2006). In 

2005, Ontario turned down religious arbitration in family law because it was worried about gender 

equality. This shows how hard it is to make secular legal systems operate with religious pluralism (Bakht, 

2006). India's UCC needs to put diversity first so that it doesn't force minority groups away, as Canada 

shows. 

 

6. Current Situation: States and the UCC in India 

In the recent few years, a lot of people have supported the UCC, and certain Indian governments have 

even taken measures to adopt it. This shows that it has been both hard and simple to get the UCC to follow 

secular rules. This section talks about how UCC is being put into place right now, with a focus on states 

that have asked for it or are working on it. It also looks critically at how it affects diversity, gender justice, 

and secularism. 

6.1. Uttarakhand: The First State to Implement UCC 

On February 7, 2024, the Uttarakhand, 2024 Bill became the first Indian state to pass the Uniform Civil 

Code. It was approved by the president on March 13, 2024, and went into effect on January 27, 2025 

(JURIST, 2025; Library of Congress, 2024). The law, which was written by a group led by former 

Supreme Court Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai, sets the same rules for all citizens when it comes to 

marriage, divorce, succession, and inheritance. However, Scheduled Tribes are protected by Part XXI of 
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the Constitution (Library of Congress, 2024). Some essential features of the law include that polygamy is 

against the law, men must be at least 21 years old to marry and women must be at least 18 years old, 

weddings must be recorded within 60 days, and live-in relationships must be registered within a month 

(Library of Congress, 2024; Vision IAS, 2024). The Chief Minister, Pushkar Singh Dhami, claimed that 

the UCC will start a "new era of equality and harmony." He talked a lot about women's rights and honored 

the BJP's promise from the 2022 election (JURIST, 2025; DD News, 2025).  

But the law has gotten a lot of bad press. The Congress and other opposition parties believe that it was 

rushed through for political reasons before the 2024 national elections, without a proper study by a select 

committee (Library of Congress, 2024). Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind and other Muslim groups believe that it is 

against Sharia law and violates religious freedom (Time, 2024). Women's rights groups have dubbed the 

requirement to register live-in partnerships "moral policing" and a violation of privacy. They argue it takes 

away people's freedom, especially women's (Time, 2024; South Asian Voices, 2024). These concerns 

illustrate the conflict between the UCC's secular objectives and its impact on cultural diversity and 

individual rights. The fact the Scheduled Tribes are not included illustrates that there is diversity, but it 

also makes people question whether the code is consistent (Library of Congress, 2024). 

6.2. Goa: A Historical Precedent 

Goa was ruled by the Portuguese until 1961, and it still uses the Portuguese Civil Code of 1867. This 

makes it the only Indian state with a version of UCC before 2024 (Vision IAS, 2024; Drishti IAS, 2025). 

This code applies the same rules to personal affairs for all religious groups, making it a good model for 

UCC implementation in the past. But because it came from colonial times and only works in a small, 

mostly homogeneous state, it can't be used in India's heterogeneous national environment (Wikipedia, 

2023). Goa's experience shows that a UCC can work in a small area, but it needs to be changed to fit 

India's larger variety. 

6.3. States Pursuing UCC: Assam and Gujarat 

The BJP is in charge of both Assam and Gujarat, and they both want to put the UCC into effect like 

Uttarakhand did (Vision IAS, 2024; Deccan Herald, 2024). The BJP's election programs from 2014 and 

2019 (Deccan Herald, 2024; Legal Service India, n.d.) say that the UCC is a way to achieve female equality 

and national unity. Assam's Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has made this quite clear. Gujarat has 

started talking about and wants to pass a law, but the exact dates are yet unknown (Vision IAS, 2024). The 

BJP is now again pushing for the UCC, especially since Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke out in 

support of it in June 2023 and said it was important for the country to stay together (South Asian Voices, 

2024). 

6.4. Analytical Implications for Secularism 

The UCC's use in Uttarakhand and its pursuit in Assam and Gujarat show how complicated the relationship 

is between secularism and diversity. These actions are in accordance with the purpose of Indian 

secularism, which is to make everyone equal by making laws the same and doing rid of discriminatory 

practices. For instance, Uttarakhand's UCC makes sure that women have the same rights in all groups by 

forbidding practices like halala, iddat, and triple talaq (JURIST, 2025; Vision IAS, 2024). This meets the 

constitutional requirement of Article 44 and makes the state more neutral (Constitution of India, 1950). 

The successful implementation of a singular criminal code (Indian Penal Code) across diverse 

communities illustrates the efficacy of unified regulation within a heterogeneous society (Drishti IAS, 

2025).   

On the other hand, the top-down approach and lack of agreement raise concerns about the pluralistic nature 
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of secularism. The fact that Scheduled Tribes are not part of Uttarakhand's UCC illustrates that diversity 

is vital, but it also highlights how hard it is to include everyone (Library of Congress, 2024). Muslim 

groups and rallies, such the "Reject UCC" campaigns in Chhota Udepur, illustrate that people are anxious 

about the majority imposing its will on the minority (Indian Express, 2025). The need to register live-in 

partnerships has sparked debates about government overreach, which has put the balance between personal 

freedom and secular governance in danger (Time, 2024; South Asian Voices, 2024). These revisions show 

that the UCC is in favor of secular equality, but when it is put into action, it needs to take into account 

India's federal system and cultural diversity so that it doesn't force minorities away. Cooperative 

federalism is considerably harder because there are no orders from the central government, which lets 

states do their own thing (NDTV, 2024; Vision IAS, 2024). 

6.5. National Context and Future Prospects 

The federal government has not issued any guidance on how to put the UCC into effect, thus each state 

can handle it anyway they see fit (NDTV, 2024). The 22nd Law Commission is still talking to people 

about their ideas, which started in 2023. This shows that they are being careful and building on the 21st 

Law Commission's 2018 advice to promote diversity while addressing unfair practices (NDTV, 2024; 

South Asian Voices, 2024). Prime Minister Modi's backing of the UCC in 2023 demonstrates how 

essential it is politically, but the fact that there is still no consensus and the chance of public unrest are still 

huge difficulties (Indian Express, 2025; South Asian Voices, 2024). The experiences of Uttarakhand, Goa, 

Assam, and Gujarat highlight the imperative for inclusive dialogue to ensure that the execution of the UCC 

aligns with the pluralistic tenets of Indian secularism. An evidence-based methodology, incorporating 

lessons from state-level initiatives like Goa's civil code and Uttarakhand's UCC, can inform the creation 

of a national framework that balances uniformity with cultural preservation (Drishti IAS, 2025). 

 

7. Socio-Political Dynamics of the UCC 

7.1. Political Polarization 

The UCC is a politically charged issue. The BJP deems it a secular reform, but other parties perceive it as 

a threat to the rights of minorities (Baxi, 2008). This rift has been exacerbated in BJP-ruled states like 

Uttarakhand in the past few weeks. People who don't like the UCC claim it's just for political advantage 

(Library of Congress, 2024). The BJP's inclusion of the UCC in its 2014 and 2019 manifestos and Modi's 

comments in 2023 have led to more talk on it. Opposition parties and BJP allies in Northeast India are 

concerned that this may harm diversity (Wikipedia, 2023; South Asian Voices, 2024). 

7.2. Social Resistance and Community Dynamics 

Many Muslims don't like the UCC, and groups like the AIMPLB insist that improvements should come 

from inside communities, not from the government (Hasan & Menon, 2004). People in tribes are also 

afraid about losing their customary rules, as seen by protests in Chhota Udepur (Indian Express, 2025). 

These interactions highlight how crucial it is for a UCC to be regarded as open rather than coerced. 

7.3. Gender and Social Justice Movements 

Feminist groups advocate for the UCC to address gender-based injustices, including as disproportionate 

inheritance and child marriage (Hasan & Menon, 2004). According to the National Family Health Survey-

5 (NFHS-5), 23.3% of women aged 20 to 24 were married before they turned 18. This demonstrates that 

marriage regulations should be uniform for all individuals (Drishti IAS, 2025). People have said that rules 

like Uttarakhand's requirement for registering live-in relationships take away women's independence, 

which suggests that reform ought to be done carefully (Time, 2024). 
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8. Challenges and Prospects for the UCC 

8.1. Legal and Practical Challenges 

Implementing a UCC faces several hurdles: 

1. Different Legal Traditions: To bring Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Parsi, and tribal laws together, people 

need to agree on subjects that are hard to agree on (Menski, 2003). 

2. Political Resistance: Religious and political parties that don't agree with each other make it harder to 

pass laws (Baxi, 2008). 

3. Cultural Sensitivities: To stay neutral, it's important to stay away from prejudices that favor the 

majority (Jacobsohn, 2003). 

4. Federal Structure: State-led initiatives make people worried about cooperative federalism (Vision IAS, 

2024). 

8.2. Prospects for Reform 

A successful UCC would require: 

1. Inclusive Consultation: Getting religious leaders, community groups, and civil society to agree on 

something (South Asian Voices, 2024). 

2. Incremental Approach: Gradual changes, beginning with less controversial ones like equal inheritance 

rights, to build trust (Drishti IAS, 2025). 

3. Focus on Gender Justice: Putting reforms that deal with unfair practices first while still valuing 

diversity (Hasan & Menon, 2004). 

4. Public Awareness: Teaching people about the benefits of UCC to ease their worries about cultural 

decline (Vision IAS, 2024). 

8.3. A Model for the UCC 

A hypothetical UCC might utilize a mix of universal laws (such equality and non-discrimination) and rules 

that are up to the culture. For example, communities could preserve some old traditions, like marriage 

ceremonies, but yet have the same regulations for divorce and inheritance. This approach aligns with the 

pluralistic ethos of Indian secularism, which aims to reconcile uniformity with diversity (Bhargava, 2006). 

 

9. Conclusion 

The Uniform Civil Code and secularism are two sides of the same coin when it comes to constitutional 

democracies. They are all about equality, diversity, and the state not taking sides. The UCC has the 

potential to promote secular values in India by establishing legal uniformity and gender fairness, as shown 

by recent efforts in Uttarakhand and ongoing work in Assam and Gujarat. However, if it is put into effect 

without taking cultural identities into account, it could hurt the pluralistic spirit of Indian secularism. The 

historical example of Goa's civil code and the different views from Turkey, France, and Canada show how 

important it is to find a middle ground that embraces diversity while protecting constitutional values. To 

bring these conflicting needs together, we need a careful, open, and step-by-step strategy that is based on 

what has worked in the past at the state level and what stakeholders have said. By carefully managing 

these contradictions, the UCC may connect secular values with the realities of a multicultural society, 

creating a legal system that is fair and open to everyone. 
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