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Abstract

Amitav Ghosh is one of the most influential and versatile post-colonial Indian English writer. Amitav
ghosh gives special position to myth, oral narratives and history in his novels. He is well known for his
multi-dimensional narrative that deals with variety of themes ranging from myth, religious belief,
tradition, displacement, migration, torture, extortion, caste system and class dogmas to environmental
concerns, ecocide and anthropocentrism. Amitav Ghosh’s novels are mixture of myth, oral narratives,
fictional and non-fictional characters and situation. Amitav Ghosh provides a fresh re-interpretation to
environmental issues and sustainability in post-modern world. Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide dig
holes not only in Indian history but also applied the yardstick of mythology to prorate a glimpse of the
primitive Indian society when both humans and nature live in harmony through the interpretation of the
regional myth of Bon Bibi. Bon Bibi is the female protector of the inhabitants and natural landscape of
the rich archipelago of Sundarbans. Sundarbans consist of heterogeneous group of people which belongs
to diversified cultural, religious and social groups. Bon Bibi is the sole sustainer of all her adherents who
searched for honey and other ecological glory in the impenetrable medley of swampland and falls victim
of the demon who blitzkrieg them by assuming the shape of man-eater tiger amidst the pernicious jungle
of Sundarbans. The myth of Bon Bibi ridicules the anthropoid conventions that human is the master of
the nature and ecological means is primarily governed through their serviceability to human beings. The
ecological myth of Bon Bibi served as a unifying factor that endorsed the development of an egalitarian
society where human desires and natural rhythms never clash with each-other. Every breathing entity
irrespective of their originality, religion, culture, caste, race and traditional dogmas prays the forces of
nature to protect them from the cataclysmic and unbeknownst forces of their environment. The myth of
Bon Bibi broaden their outlook and ecological consciousness that helps individual subject to concatenate
with their traditional ideology and ecological ethics which in turns helps in the inviolability and
preservation of prospering natural opulence during the period that reinforced annihilatory principles of
the post-modern world. These mythological tales and oral narratives enable us to assess the importance
of our environment and to take all the necessary steps to truncate the specimens of natural crisis and
lethal pandemics.
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Amitav Ghosh is a renowned Indian essayist, journalist, anthropologist and novelist. Amitav Ghosh is an
emblem of genius, inspiration, flexibility and universality. He is a well-known Indian writer whose
literary genius are appreciated and read all over the world. Amitav Ghosh’s father was a lieutenant
colonel in Indian Army so he got the opportunity to travel to different countries like Sri Lanka, United
States, Iran, Bangladesh, Egypt and United Kingdom. These places form an important source of
inspiration and exploration throughout his comprehensive writing career. Amitav Ghosh deals with
diversified place and time period in his literary creation ranging from colonial to post-colonial period
and from modern to post-modern period. Amitav Ghosh was influenced by the socio-cultural condition
of these foreign lands in general and the socio-cultural condition of India in particular. Due to his
extraordinary skills and ability, Amitav Ghosh has received several awards including Sahitya Akademi
Award (1990), Padma Shri Award (2007) and Man Booker prize (2008). Amitav Ghosh even turned
down the Commonwealth’s Award as it gives appreciation and recognition to only English writers and
English writings. Amitav Ghosh has received widespread acclamation and appreciation for his fictions
and non-fictions. Amitav Ghosh’s novel suggested an amalgamation of varied cultures, tradition,
mythological belief and languages that facilitate development of a homogenous group embracing
common culture and tradition together. History, migration, displacement, love, political struggle, strife,
cruelty, caste system, oppression of women and destruction and exploitation of natural resources are the
most acknowledged themes in Amitav Ghosh’s novels. Journey forms one of the most common part of
his novel where most of the characters move from their home country to alien country in search of
identity, livelihood, protection and break the shackles of their respective social, political and cultural
constraints. Amitav Ghosh also assigned voice, recognition and revolutionary participation to women
characters in his narrative; they are not only governed by male domination of society but are represented
as ecological sentient, educated and autonomous characters. Amitav Ghosh is also one the leading
revolutionary academic who gives primary and discernible position to environment and environmental
problems in his novels. He tries to broaden our outlook and understanding through the symbolic and
factual interpretation of environmental concerns in his literary writings. Amitav Ghosh’s keen interest in
history and its mythological interpretation help in comprehending our long begotten historical
milestones better. Amitav Ghosh dispense distinctive accolade to natural landscape like the rich
ecological biosphere of Sundarbans in his novel The Hungry Tide. Amitav Ghosh weaves together
history, fiction and autobiography in the mythological tale of Bon Bibi. The most noteworthy thing
about Amitav Ghosh narrative is his intimate knowledge and treatment of people and landcape. In The
Hungry Tide, there is no aspect of Sundarbans that he does not know personally and left no stone
unturned in defining the minute detail about the tide country. He defines exquisitely the essence of ebbs
and tides, the heritage and manners of local people, the archipelago of Sundarbans, the mythological tale
of Bon Bibi and Shah Jongoli, the god and goddess of the regional area of Sundarbans and the political
clash on the island of Morichjhapi. He measured these events thoroughly from the perspective of all
human beings irrespective of their class so that no aspect of history should be discarded or under-
represented by him. In the interview with the U.N. chronicle, Amitav Ghosh says “My previous novel,
The Glass place was very much about my father’s history. The Hungry Tide is again closely related to
my family. This is my first book that is completely located and situated in Bengal and it was very
important to me for exactly that reason. It was also very exciting to explore the deep layering of Bengal.
I feel in some mental and emotional way I’m in a process of returning, which will take me a long, long
time, and it is currently underway. Typically, it takes me between three and four years, but sometimes
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more, to conceive the idea of a novel and actually execute it. The Glass Palace took me five years; The
Hungry Tide- took four. I spent a long time in the Sundarbans- living in a village, meeting people,
learning how to catch crabs”(Ghosh 2008).

Amitav Ghosh criticizes economical progress and development and the dangers they posit on
environment. Amitav Ghosh was not against development but he is not ready to accept it at the cost of
environmental destruction. Amitav Ghosh’s novel Sea of Poppies (2008) ridicules the British colonial
policy which destroys thousand acres of natural habitat in India to increase the cultivation of opium
which are then exported to China to finance the British colonies in India. These so-called human
progresses lead to the emergence various kinds of chronic diseases to indigenous people and animals. In
The Great Derangement (2016), Amitav Ghosh considered development and progress as a derangement
rather than an arrangement. In today’s world where importance has been given to progressive novels,
Amitav Ghosh highlights the importance of environment and human-nature interdependence in the post-
modern era. In The Hungry Tide, Amitav Ghosh (2004) show the true picture of the government’s
environment protection policy which only expedite political corruption and marginalization of regional
inhabitants and migrants who have no other place to reside. It highlights the importance of primitive
period when human and non-human factors live together and the mythological beliefs, culture and
traditions binds them together and juxtaposes it with the modern world in which such balances are
disturbed in the name of justice, equality, environmental protection and economical development.
Amitav Ghosh’s Jangal Nama (2021) also invokes the mythological figure of Bon Bibi who is the forest
Goddess of Sundarbans which complements the co-existence of the physical world of humans and
animals to the spiritual world of natural archipelago. It criticizes the progressive world which exploits
the natural environment in the name of development and progress. Sudeep Sen commented about
Amitav Ghosh “His environmental concern is at the heart of everything. Ghosh is mostly interested in
presenting forgotten and untold stories though colonialism, religion, and identity crisis are major issues
in his fictional universe, the discontent of knowledge and scientific rationality also an important aspect
of his fictional work. He narrates the stories of passes people and bygone times to offer the opportunity
to evaluate historical reality”. (p. 10)

Amitav Ghosh novels concentrated not only on the long forgotten history of colonial and post-colonial
period but extend far beyond the history of human civilization. His keen interest in humans and
environmental development led to the inclusion of buried stories of humans, animals and supernatural
elements of environment. It could be the factual history of British East India Company in Sea Of
Poppies ( 2008) or the mythological history of the legend of Bon Bibi in The Hungry Tide (2004).
Ghosh attempt is to give a modern interpretation to these historical and mythological events so that
people should not only be aware of these primitive practices of mutualism but also evaluate the
importance of these values in the present time and integrate them in their daily lives. Myth are
considered as traditional story mainly transmitted orally concerning the history of a people or
supernatural beings or explaining a natural and social phenomenon. Myths concerned mainly extra-
ordinary beings and occurrences. Myth is blend of human and divine, static and dynamic, particular and
universal, ancient and modern. They have survived through oral narratives and tales and gained
important place in our life. Mythological stories and beliefs play an important role in understanding the
world in which we inhabit. Myths gives answers to various abstract ideas including birth, death, afterlife,
sin, love and hatred which do not have any scientific explanation. Myth like Epics Ramayana and
Mahabharata usually have a universal appeal but due to the various superstitions associated with it, they

IJFMR250661091 Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025 3



https://www.ijfmr.com/

m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

sometimes appear inappropriate or vague to the modern progressive people but they have a special place
in the life of indigenous people which helps them to connect to the world around them. They are oral
narratives which are mainly conveyed through powerful rhetoric that makes a powerful impact on
human’s imagination. There are various myths and folktales which are wildly proclaimed, accepted and
practiced in certain geographical and ecological enclosures. Such is the mythological tale of Bon Bibi in
the novel The Hungry Tide.

The Mythological Tale of Bon Bibi can be found in text known as ‘Banbibir Keramati’ or the ‘Banbibir
Jahuranama’. Later it was written and published in nineteenth century by Munshi Mohammed Khater of
Govindapur. Munshi reveals in the introduction that the legend is not his creation and he merely written
it in verses at the request of the local people. He used Dobhashi Bangla to translate it which is a
language used in Muslim religious literature which is a blend of Urdu and Arabic elements. According
to the myth it is an Arabian tale set in the pious religious city of Mecca. Bon Bibi is the daughter of the
religious fakir named Ibrahim who lived in Mecca and whose first wife Phul Bibi was not able to bear
child and through the intervention of the Archangel Gabriel he married to his second wife Golal Bibi
who gives birth to two children Bon Bibi and Shah Jongoli. In order to keep his promise to Phul Bibi,
Ibrahim abandoned Golal Bibi during her pregnancy in deadly forest where she gave birth to her two
children and abandoned Bon Bibi in the jungle as she was not able to raise her two children at the same
time. Bon Bibi was nurtured and mothered by deer in the jungle who accepted Bon Bibi as her won
child. Later the family united in the holy of Medina and Bon Bibi consulted the holy women Fatima
about her destiny. After hearing her story, Fatima granted her the supreme responsibility to protect the
forest and people of the swampland whenever they called for her protection. So, Bon Bibi and Shah
Jongoli travelled to India and become the protector and lords of the swampland of Sundarbans which
was then reigned by the demon king Dokkhin Rai and his mother Narayani. The demon king attacked
Bonbibi and Shah Jongoli during their first acquaintance in the jungle but by the guidance of the holy
women Fatima they are able to defeat him and started reigning in the archipelago of Sunderbans.
However out of generosity Bon Bibi allows Dokkin Rai to rule over one half of the land of Sundarbans
and the rest half was governed by her. Bon Bibi shrine was also built by the grandfather of Fokir which
represented a large eyed female figure in a sari and beside it was a slightly smaller figure of a man,
crouching between them was a tiger, recognizable because of its striped skin. So Bon Bibi which
symbolically means the ‘Lady of the forest’ started protecting people of his territory. Kanai, a modern
day translator become aware about the myth of Bob Bibi by watching the stage performance of The
Glory of Bon Bibi who protected a sorrowful boy named Dukhey from the attack of the demon king
Dokkhin Rai. In that vernacular dramatic execution, Dhona, the owner of the fleet of ships made a pact
with Dokkhin Rai to leave Dukhey alone in the demon territory to quench the human appetite of the
demon king in exchange for immense hoard of honey and wealth promised by Dokkhin Rai, so at last
when the demon king in the shape of tiger was going to attack Dukhey in the alien territory, he summons
Bob Bibi to protect him from the demon king. Bon Bibi appears along with his brother Shah Jongoli and
at last killed the demon king. Bon Bibi nursed Dukhey back to health and sent him back to his house
with immense treasure of honey and wax. Bon Bibi then prescribed the law of the jungle to the whole
world that “the rich and greedy would be punished while the poor and righteous were rewarded” (The
Hungry Tide 105). It shows the importance of myth which accentuate that natural world provide
invincibleness to all human beings irrespective of their wealth, caste, creed, religion and culture which
diverge from the human world that bestow appanage to the affluent and rapacious people over the
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destitute. The myth of Bon Bibi reveals the dual nature of environment as they represent both nurturer
and destroyer of society. It makes a contrast between the fertile kind mother Bon Bibi and the
malevolent demon king Dokkhin Rai. Bon Bibi represented the benevolent, nurturing image of nature
while the demon king along with his never ending appetite for human flesh represent the destructive and
savage aspects of nature. Amtitav Ghosh marked an assimilation of demon and the divine, benevolence
and malevolence, life and death and squandering of natural resources by human beings and the
decimation of human desires and wants by the demon lord in the bestial natural environment of
sundarbans.

Amitav Ghosh’s groundbreaking novel The Hungry Tide juxtaposes myth and environment through the
indigenous beliefs, traditional practices, religion and culture. The native people of Sundarbans
worshipped the forces of nature by enshrining them in the myth of Bon Bibi. It is through the
mythological legend of Bon Bibi that they come to understand the true inter-relationship between human
and their natural ecosphere. Every native of the region of Sundarbans know the story of Bon Bibi who
protect the people of Sundarbans in stress and who is antithetical to the demon king Dokkin Rai. The
tale of Bon Bibi is a part of the traditional and cultural values which binds all the people of the
Sundarbans into one compact community. The myth which appear vague or ambiguous to modern
people was a source of protection to their apocalyptic and unfortunate life. Life is vulnerable and
arduous in the bowel of Sundarbans and within few seconds one can fall prey of the ghoul which
impersonated himself as deleterious savage creature. People around the archipelago of Sundarbans are
dependent on jungle for their subsistence so they summon Bon Bibi and seek assistance from her before
penetrating dense jungle for honey collecting or wood cutting. Although the word Bibi are associated
with Muslim name but the people of all religion have faith in Bon Bibi myth. When Fokir and Tutul are
performing puja in front of the Bob Bibi shrine they make a refrain which sounded like ‘Allah’ and Piya
thinks that they are Muslims but soon she realized that Muslims never perform idol worship and Fokir
was doing Hindu puja which he learned from his mother Kusum. Even today, native people of
Sundarbans brought sweets and flowers to the shrine of Bonbibi to seek her protection. Kusum is
shocked when Kanai during his first visit to Sundarbans reveals his ignorance towards the mythical tale
of the legend of Bon Bibi. Kusum says “You mean you don’t know the story of Bon Bibi?.”(p.101) and
when he answers No, Kusum was shocked and asked Kanai “Then whom do you call on when you’re
afraid?” (p.101). Kusum’s immaculate question expresses the importance of mythological beliefs which
dominated the lives of the indigenous people of Sundarbans, whether they are primordial or newfangled
generation. Although Kusum had a bitter experience in her life when her prayer to Bon Bibi remains
unheard during tiger assault of her father from behind when her father goes to the jungle to collect some
wood required for food. Kusum made a prayer to Bon Bibi to defend his father but her prayer remain
unanswered and the demon king in the shape of tiger killed her father right in front of her. So, Amitav
Ghosh reveals how sometimes unquestionable beliefs in myth and religion can shatter our expectation
but the beliefs in these myths remain intact. Even after such incident Kusum has not lost her faith in Bon
Bibi and even propagated the importance of such mythological beliefs and tradition to her son Fokir.
Even Horen the boatman expressed the importance of the myth and the blessing of Bon Bibi who
provides protection, food and livelihood to all the people who goes to jungle after taking her blessings.
Horen says to Nilima that “Bon Bibi granted me enough honey to fill two bottles. I came here to sell
them” (p.28). It expresses that with the benedictions of Bon Bibi, the natives were only able to collect
excess honey and by selling them they can lead happy and prosperous life.
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Amitav Ghosh punctuates the cachet of the mythological tale and ecological narratives through the
anamnesis and positioning of remote place in the serried archipelago of the Sundarbans. The intimate
knowledge of negligible place such as Garjontola puddle by the indigenous fisher folks like Fokir is
derived from the mythological tale and oral narratives passed to them from their older generation. The
place of Garjontola is so profound and cloistered in the jungle of Sundarbans that even the Global
Positioning System of Piya could not determine it within the world lay out. The mythological tale
enables Fokir to know the actual position of Garjontola without any assistance. Fokir says “I cannot
remember a time when I didn’t know about this place...I had heard about Garjontola from my mother.
She would sing to me and tell me tales about this island. This was a place ... where no one was good at
heart would ever have cause for fear” (p.307). It embraced the essence of character and the abstract
concept of sin, death and love in the tide country. The natural landscape and the spirit of Bon Bibi will
only provide stronghold and patronage to the human soul that inhibit kindness, adore, naive and
deference towards other living beings. The indigenous people of the Eastern India shared an inexplicable
sacred relationship towards their ecological sustainer and provender. It is blend of devotion, humility
and trepidation. Fear plays an important role in their subsistence, the native people believes that it is
dread and death that keeps them alive and bulwark them from the attack of wild creatures in the tide
country. When kanai questions Fokir about how he sensed the presence of tiger, Fokir says “it’s the fear
that tells me” (p.322). Horen intensify the significance of fear when he tells the same thing to Nirmal
that “it’s the fear that protects you, Saar; it’s what keeps you alive. Without it the dangers doubles”
(p.244). Fear is a way of acknowledging the power of natural forces which are beyond human control.
Even the simple gesture or voicing the name of the tigers will believe to bring ill omen and doom to
people. When Piya makes a gesture towards the presence of tigers she was stopped by Fokir. The
restrictions held by these beliefs are much stronger that the restriction imposed by government. Even the
title itself highlights the importance of fear and mythological beliefs. The Hungry Tide demonstrated the
destructive power of the tides that are always hungry to take the life of its inhabitants. So, the region
where thousands of people were killed every year by storms, rising tides and the attack of tigers it’s a
necessity to seek the protection of the goddess Bon Bibi before going into the jungle. The jungle of
Sundarbans is the territory of Dokkhin Rai so to leave signs of human settlements is to invite retribution
from the demon king Dokkhin Rai. Bon Bibi indulgence is not easily granted, one must have to be good
at heart and follow restrict rules laid down in the parable of the legend. Not only the native people but
the also the city-bred modern educated people like Nilima believe in such myth of Bon Bibi. Nilima tells
Kanai “I’ve never seen a tiger...Nor do I want to. ’ve come to believe what people say in these parts:
that if you see a tiger the chances are you won’t live to tell the tale” (p.242).

Amitav Ghosh foregrounds the richness and depth of the oral narratives and ecological myth in the tide
country where they both flow in parallel direction to pulverize the arbitrator of ecological crisis and
natural reciprocity. Amitav Ghosh considers the wisdom and knowledge derived from the oral narratives
and mythological tales are far more peremptory and enlightening in contrasts to the conventional
knowledge. He gives primary place to oral tales and does not give undue privilege to the written
narrative. Fokir was not educated but his ability to recite the whole mythological story of Bon Bibi
assigned him uppity as compared to the erudite futuristic Kanai. Kanai was not able to translate the song
of The Glory of Bon Bibi at the first instance; only after careful observation and repeated reading he was
able to translate it. As Padgett states “Much oral storytelling conveys a religious sensibility that stresses
ideals of reciprocity, wholeness and beauty and so expresses a deep sense of attachment between a
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people and the land they inhabit”(p.126). Fokir amicable advertence which he derived from oral
narratives and the mythological tales of his forefathers brings him closer to nature. Fokir recognizes the
pencil sketch of Orcaella Brevirostris of Piya at the very first glance of it; felicitate his knowledge
derived from the primitive ecological tales. The western educated cetologist Piya considered dolphins
only as the subjects of her research but for Fokir dolphins are the messengers of Bon Bibi. Fokir says
“As for the big shush, the dolphins that live in these waters, I knew about them too, even before I came
here. These animals were also in my mother’s stories: they were Bon Bibi’s messengers, she used to say,
and they brought her news of the rivers and khals. They came here during the bhata... so they could tell
Bon Bibi about everything they had seen. During the jowar they scattered to the ends of the forest and
became her eyes and her ears... if you could learn to follow the shush, then you would always be able to
find fish” (p.307).

Amitav Ghosh also makes a contrast between the western form of knowledge and the indigenous form of
knowledge derived from Mythological tales and oral narratives. Nirmal, Nilima, kanai and Piya all
represented literate modern autonomous individuals embracing western form of knowledge and all of
them undergo different ecological experiences through their inherent encounters with mythological tales,
oral narratives, native culture, tradition and religious practices. Nirmal’s love for Kusum and his
revolutionary ideas become shattered after the government massacre on the island of Morichjhapi led to
the death of large number of people including Kusum. It reveals the true picture of government
environmental preservation initiatives and revolutionary ideas to safeguard natural landscape which in
turn leads to the destruction of life and natural habitat of the migrants. Nilima after the death of Nirmal
devoted his life in the service of the flood victims and their education. She started believing in the
mythological tale of the legend of Bon Bibi. Kanai direct encounter with tiger near Garjontola destroys
his confidence and fear overcomes his life and ultimately he decided to return to his advanced mores of
metropolitan city as there was no place for civilized society in that precarious tide country. Piya came to
the archipelago of Sundarbans only to complete her research in order to become opulent and self-reliant
but after her violent encounter with storm which takes the life of Fokir, she decided to dedicate her life
to the service to Tutul and Moyna by establishing the trust in the name of Fokir. The western mode of
knowledge and thinking become demolished after the encounter of these characters with the forces of
nature and they started analyzing the true worth of the mythological beliefs in the life of the people of
the tide country. While for the native people these encounters are part of their daily lives, their lives are
uncertain and un-predictable in such dangerous place but it is their mythological beliefs and respect for
the other living beings that provide them protection and assistance in such formidable environment.
Fokir surrendered his life to protect Piya from the ravaging storms; such altruism and devotion to serve
others are promoted through their mythological and religious beliefs. The acolytes of western ideology
like Piya relies on scientific reasons to evaluate the usual behavior of dolphins during the ebb tide but
the native people expertise about dolphins depend solely on myth. Piya was astonished when Fokir
recites the whole song about The Glory of Bon Bibi which was in completely syncing with time and
place. Though Piya and Kanai were not able to comprehend the actual meaning of the song but they can
sense the richness and depth of the song. Piya says “She would have liked to know what he was singing
about... but she knew too that a river of words would not be able to tell her exactly what made the song
sound as it did right then, in that place” (p.99). Piya believes that the song is so symbolic and deep that it
is not easy to translate it. Kanai made a translation of the song for Piya although he admits that it is not
very reliable translation but it aids Piya to visualize the actual story when Fokir recites the song again.
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As the song of The Glory of Bon Bibi is coming alive for Piya, a realization also accompanies the song
that mirrors the disparity between the western culture and the indigenous tradition which ultimately
makes a wide rift between Piya and Fokir. Although the song is not completely comprehensible for Piya
but it helps her to connect herself with the native culture in general and with Fokir in particular in that
hostile and remote mud-stained country, The Myth of Bon Bibi led to the cross-cultural understanding
between Piya and Fokir. The song of The Glory of Bon Bibi blurs the cultural constraints and linguistic
limitations between the ignorant Piya and the briefed Fokir.

Amitav Ghosh’s novel The Hungry Tide ridicules the post modern urban lifestyle and aptitude that
curbed their imagination so that they never feel affiliation towards their environment. Humans along
with their never ending desires and needs are plundering their natural environment. The entire world is
brutalizing each other and their natural environment under their unquenchable thirst for more profits,
even the economic and social development of each country relies upon how brutally they exploit their
natural resources. They have lost their love and respect for nature; they have forgotten the idea that
humans are dependent on nature for their subsistence. The anthropocentric and capitalist ideology of
humans gives supreme position to human beings and assigns derivative role to nature. The Myth of Bon
Bibi makes us aware that we are dependent on nature and nature is not dependent on us. The harmony
and co-existence of human and their environment together can only make life possible on earth. Even
the religious determination towards the ecological myth are also slowly depleting due to the growing
communal and religious differences. Due to the Muslim religious influence, the Hindu priest now
worshipped and renamed the goddess as ‘Bondebi’ instead ‘Bonbibi’. The inhabitants of Sundarbans
have also become educated and revolutionize; they are no longer in the business of honey collection and
wood cutting, so they don’t visit the temple to take blessing of Bon Bibi before going to the jungle. The
process of urbanization and globalization are slowly depleting their environment, they are scavenging
only on wealth which are available through following the path of economic development and they
sacrificed moral and ecological ethics by marginalizing and brutalizing vast population whom they met
in the process. Amitav Ghosh says “Quite possibly, then, this era, which so congratulates itself on its
self-awareness, will come to be known as the time of the Great Derangement.” Cheryll Glotfelty also
highlights the consequences of the upcoming environmental crisis by exclaiming that “We have reached
the age of environmental limits, a time when the consequences of human actions are damaging the
planet’s life support systems. We are there. Either we change our ways or we face global catastrophe,
destroying much beauty and exterminating countless fellow species in our headlong race to apocalypse”
(p.20). Due to the devastating activities of human beings various natural crisis like flood, pandemics and
ecological catastrophes become rampant in our modern lives. Government policy and compensation
alone are not possible to remove these deficiencies; the best way is by increasing environmental
awareness and consciousness of people so that indigenous people perform an active part in the
protection of their natural environment.

The modern worldview based solely on economics and material prosperity is constantly destroying our
natural habitats. Amitav Ghosh through the myth of Bon Bibi gives a critical bend to our perspective. It
suggests the importance of primitive period when the concept of deep ecology is embraced by people.
Nature is valued for its inherent quality and not on the basis of its utility towards human beings which in
turns gives an equal position to both human and environment in society. Nature is believed to be
bountiful and humans embrace the concept of sustainability and takes as much needed for their
subsistence. Journey towards ecological wilderness should be considered as a kind of spiritual journey in
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order to comprehend the relationship between human and their environment. Piya considered her
journey to the archipelago of Sundarbans as a “Cetacean pilgrimage” which at last destroys her western
ideology and she started considering Sundarbans as her home. The Myth of Bon Bibi created a Utopian
society in the jungle of Sundarbans where animals, nature and human beings live together. Such
mythological tales and religious observation can help in the self-discovery of people about its
relationship with their environment. The Myth of Bon Bibi connects people to ancient tales and
traditional ecological ethics which provide supervision to people in the absence of beliefs and traditions.
These values help to protect environment in the period of destructive ideology. The Hungry Tide
ridicules the government environment conservation activities that create a rift between humans and their
natural environment. The government official order for the onerous massacre of migrants at the island of
Morichjhapi in the name of animal extrication and environmental security led to the enragement of
human beings towards their environment and they never thinks twice before slaughtering feral creatures
if they found them trapped in any adverse circumstances as they are predominantly accountable from
their asperity and misfortune. The Myth of Bon Bibi is needed to be re-interpreted in modern
circumstances to find better understanding of modern day problems. The Myth of Bon Bibi helps not
only in raising environmental consciousness and awareness of people but also helps in finding better
solution for environmental concerns in our modern developing society.
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