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Abstract:

This article attempts to establish the relevance of the philosophy of JP Narayan to the transformative
agenda of Viksit Bharat 2047 by demonstrating how the ideas presented by Narayan not only prefigured
current conversations about gender equity and participation but also provide a strong framework through
which to consider and further the participation of women as an inextricable component of Indian
development. JP was not just a political activist but was also a seasoned freedom fighter fully dedicated
to social, political and moral regeneration of the contemporary Indian society. The ideas he espoused
during the tumultuous period of 1970s are as relevant today as there were then. JP drew heavy inspiration
from Mahatma Gandhi and Vinoba Bhave and came up with the ideas of Sarvodaya, Lokniti & Total
Revolution (Sampoorna Kranti). All these ideas were clear rejection of patriarchy and restrictive strictures
of Indian society that inhibited the growth and progress of women. His rejection of social inequality is
clear verdict in the favour of sustained women empowerment. Jay Praksh Narayan gave the clarion call
for a complete social transformation, not just surface level reforms and insisted that continuous peaceful
struggle should be employed to achieve it by including every section of society — thereby paving the way
for not only female emancipation but all oppressed sections of society. By examining the writings and
thoughts of JP against the backdrop of the on Viksit Bharat Programme of Government of India, this paper
seeks to explain how JP’s monumental ideas are highly conducive for women empowerment and
consequently, a guiding light towards achieving the ideals of the Viksit Bharat 2027 programme.
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INTRODUCTION

As India strives to achieve the dream of being a fully developed country by its centenary anniversary of
independence in 2047 under the ambitious slogan of Viksit Bharat, it is time to revisit the ideological
frameworks that have defined the Indian socio-political reality. Jayaprakash Narayan, or JP as he was
popularly known, is one of the most inspiring thinkers who have had an impact in the process of inclusive
and equitable development in India through his unwavering commitment to social justice, participatory
democracy and total transformation of society. His philosophy of “Total Revolution”, does not only
propose political change but a wholesome restructuring of Indian society, with its obvious implications of
empowerment, in particular of the marginalized, including women. (Narayan, 1978, pp. 139, 144)
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The analysis done by JP is quite relevant to the spirit of Viksit Bharat 2047 that considers women as one
of its four pillars along with youth, poor, and farmers. (PM SHRI KVS No.1 RCF Hussainpur, 2025) The
vision of the government goes beyond economic growth to emphasize inclusive social improvement,
expansion of opportunities, and elimination of all forms of discrimination. This is in line with JP call of a
transformation of the whole society. The success of the objectives of Viksit Bharat, which is expected to
lead India to the developed country status by 2047, hinges on how women are empowered socially,
economically, politically, and culturally, which is quite similar to what JP emphasized in terms of
inseparability of gender justice and national progress. Further, the exemplary life that JP himself led is
also informative: his alliance with Prabhavati Devi, a similarly dedicated social activist, speaks to his faith
in the importance of women as co-designers of social transformation. His promotion of female agency led
to grassroots movements based on education, political representation, and self-reliance, which helped
create a core spirit of the movements seeking to empower women in India. The continuing validity of his
thinking compels us to think beyond reforms at the surface level, making a deeper democratization of the
Indian society, where the voices of women are central to the redesign of power structures as well as to the
realization of a just, inclusive, and truly developed India. (Narayan, 2003)

LITERATURE REVIEW

Jayaprakash Narayan (JP), one of the most powerful social and political thinkers of India, promoted the
idea of complete social change through his ideas of Sarvodaya, Lokniti and Total Revolution. This
literature review will discuss the contributions of JP with a particular emphasis on his statements about
the empowerment of women and their role in the social transformation of India. The review examines the
available literature, determines gaps in the literature and discusses the modern applicability of the ideas
of JP in India in the context of Viksit Bharat 2047 vision. The intellectual growth of Jayaprakash Narayan
was greatly influenced by the Sarvodaya thought of Mahatma Gandhi, which he adjusted and applied to
the post-independent India. Sarvodaya was first coined by Mohandas Gandhi when he translated John
Ruskin’s “Unto This Last”. (Rathi, n.d.) Sarvodaya, meaning the welfare of all, became the foundation of
the social change vision of JP. His understanding of Sarvodaya focused on the development of a
decentralized participatory society in which power would be vested in the local communities and not held
in centralized institutions. Philosophical foundation of JP Sarvodaya was anchored in the view that a real
democracy must be based on an active participation of all members of the society. This approach that was
inclusive in nature inherently saw the need of women to be part of the democratic process though the
specific description of the gender roles that JP gave in this approach needs further scholarly analysis.

The idea of Lokniti (people politics) was a radical breakthrough of the conventional electoral democracy
proposed by Jai Prakash Narayan. Mishra (2012) mentions that JP asserted that there ... will be a political
system in which Lokniti will replace rajneeti it will be ‘peoples’ socialism...” Clearly, JP conceived of a
political system whereby political power trickled downwards, with village level institutions as the
keystone of governance. This de-centralized form of democracy offered women a greater chance of
participating in the political arena at a local level, where they were already involved in the community
affairs through the traditional roles.

This brings us to the most important contribution of JP to the Indian political thought —i.e. his concept of
Total Revolution. (Narayan, p. 87, 128, 136) This idea came to him through his experiences in the
Sarvodaya phase and was a holistic thinking that involved political, economic, social, educational,
cultural, intellectual and spiritual aspects of social change. The Total Revolution concept indirectly
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recognized that social transformation had to take place through the involvement of all sections of society,
including women. The very idea of comprehensive change that JP envisioned had to imply the questioning
of the established power structures that discriminated against women, but his direct feminist philosophy
has not been explored in the literature to a sufficient extent. Although JP never directly wrote on feminist
theory, his main philosophy of social justice and human dignity had the capacity to include the rights of
women. His focus on grassroots involvement and community-based development also implicitly
acknowledged the importance of women in social change. (Almeida, 2008)

The vision of decentralized governance presented by JP through Lokniti had the potential of providing
women with more opportunities to participate in politics at the local level where the traditional gender
roles were not as strict and the women were more accepted in their community. The current literature
shows that there is a major gap in research about the unique role of women in the movements of JP,
especially in the Bihar Movement of 1974. Although the movement is widely reported as a turning point
in Indian politics, the gendered aspects of participation have not been addressed. Historical representations
of the Bihar Movement are largely limited to student activism and political activism, but do not analyze
the role of women in detail, what was their individual contribution, and how their participation instigated
or reinforced gender norms. There is anecdotal evidence that women were instrumental in JP movements
and especially at the grass roots. They were involved in community organizing, social work and local
governance which had a similarity to the vision of participatory democracy by JP. This involvement has
however not been well documented and analyzed in a gender perspective. Lack of detailed accounts of the
roles played by women in the movements of JP is a significant gap in historical writing and also in feminist
writings on Indian political movements. The philosophical framework of JP shows impressive overlap
with the gender equity discourse of the present time. His focus on participatory democracy, community-
based development and inclusive governance can be applied to contemporary notions of women
empowerment that are based on agency, participation and structural change. (Ghani et al., 2013)

The concept of Total Revolution and its concentration on the overall change of society can be compared
to the contemporary gender equality concept which is intersectional and recognizes the interdependence
between various forms of discrimination and marginalization. The entire philosophy of social change that
JP offers is aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, i.e. SDG 5 (Gender Equality)
and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions). His approach to participatory governance and
community-based development is also in line with the best practices in contemporary women
empowerment programming. (Pradhan et al., 2023)

The literature review shows that there are some serious gaps in research. There is lack of a Systematic
Gender Analysis that systematically theorizes JP in terms of his feminist thinking. Moreover, women
involvement in JP movements and particularly in crucial movements including the Bihar Movement of
1974 has not been documented adequately.

DISCUSSION & ANALYSIS:

Armed with the core thoughts of JP, we can now discuss in detail his philosophy vis-a-vis women
empowerment, particularly in the Context of Viksit Bharat 2047. A continuous study of JP’s ideas brings
to fore the point that although Jay Prakash Narayan expressed himself mostly within the matrix of socialist
ideology, his philosophy, particularly that of democratic transformation, offers ample insights on the
ongoing discourses on women empowerment. This is even more relevant when seen through the prism of
our national aspiration as envisioned in Viksit Bharat 2047. (Pal & Swati, 2025)
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Although JP did not specifically focus on women as a totally separate category for the purpose of analysis,
his revolutionary humanism and participatory democracy have created room for gender inclusive
development that is in resonance with the contemporary aspirations of feminists on equitable governance
and development. The concept of Sampoorna Kranti (meaning Total Revolution) formulated by
Jayaprakash Narayan was radically different in the way it envisaged a change in various aspects - political,
social, economic, cultural and moral. (Narayan,1977) This comprehensive vision of change inevitably
involved women not only as those who would benefit directly as a result of revolutionary transformation
but as agents able to play an active role in the moral and social renewal which JP believed to be the key to
true democratization. His cry of Total Revolution came against the backdrop of rampant corruption,
stagnating economy and moral rot in the arena of public life in the early 1970s. (Goel, 2024)

The example of the Bihar Movement of 1974 is a solid testament to the fact that JP gave women a platform
to engage in political action through her revolutionary framework. Although historical sources focus on
the role of leadership and mass action by students, the role of civil disobedience, peaceful resistance and
non-cooperation in the movement produced valid avenues of participation of women in politics outside
the usual domestic roles. The rise and fall of the movement - from the silent march on April 2, 1974, to
the rallies of hundreds of thousands at Gandhi Maidan on June 5, 1974 - showed how the JP methodology
of non-violent resistance could engage a wide range of social groups, including women who could
otherwise be marginalized in formal politics. The very fact that JP insisted on perpetual struggle against
all unfair systems in the form of democratic protests, gheraos, bandhs, referendums, signature campaigns
etc., was an implicit rejection of the patriarchal restrictions to women in the public arena. By legalizing
multiple forms of political participation and focusing on the ethical aspects of political activity, JP and his
Total Revolution established an ideological framework in which the participation of women was not a
strategic but a philosophically required element for achieving a complete social transformation.

The linkage between the democratic ideology of JP and present-day Panchayati Raj institutions can be
traced through the 73rd Amendment of 1993 which constitutionally required that one-third of all local
governance bodies had to have women representation. Though JP had not discussed gender quotas in his
original system, his emphasis on creating equal opportunity and the representation of people in the
government has provided philosophical underpinning to such attempts. The amendment makes it clear that
democracy is meaningless without Panchayati Raj and this is same as the view held by JP that the villages
are the places where the real change will come. It is the progressive realization of 50 percent reservation
to women in the Panchayati Ra;j institutions of Bihar, from Gram Panchayat to Zila Parishad, that can be
seen as a further development and extension of the democratic ideals of JP. This evolution indicates that
the participatory democracy model proposed by JP had potential feminist growth even in the absence of a
specific vision of growth. His arguments on industrial democracy, social and economic justice offered
conceptual tools that could embrace gendered issues regarding representation in politics and economic
occupations. (Kumar & Singh, 2025)

Women Empowerment in the Light of Viksit Bharat 2047

The Vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 is based on attaining inclusive national development with a particular
focus on gender equality as a necessary part of the whole development. The mission has its aim of
increasing the actual numerical count of women participating in economic activities to the tune of 70
percent. This is indicative of the current realization that empowering women is central to sustainable
development. The philosophical framework that is provided by JP will provide conceptual support to such
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lofty and noble goals by focusing on dignity of the individual, participatory development and morality in
politics. (Pradhan et al., 2023)

JP developed an individualistic philosophy of action. In this philosophy he placed individual welfare as
the ultimate purpose of all thought and action. This assertion provides both the theory and means to support
contemporary solutions on women empowerment that focus on agency and self-determination. His whole-
picture approach to social change - including moral, economic, and political reform - is in line with recent
policy thinking about the multidimensionality of gender inequality. Also, technological development has
been gainfully employed to achieve governance transparency in Viksit Bharat vision via programs like
Aadhaar and Direct Benefit Transfer, etc. This is an apt reminder that the perspective of JP to eradicate
corruption and create a system that is accountable to citizens has been deeply integrated in the programs.
(Vinayak, 2024)

Modern issues limiting the empowerment of women - such as a deeply-entrenched social norms,
inequalities based on gender that limit educational and professional opportunities, and a lack of access to
markets and finance - are consistent with the structural inequalities that JP believed needed a revolutionary
change. His appeal to moral regeneration in the area of public life and abolition of exploitative structures
offers philosophical backing to policies that deal with gender-based discrimination and violence. The focus
on skill development, vocational training, and the empowerment of women in non-traditional areas of
Viksit Bharat is the sort of holistic strategy of social reform that JP championed.

Ethics, Justice, and Moral Politics: JP's Feminist Undertones

To Jay Prakash Narayan, truth, justice and moral regeneration were the bedrocks on which a genuine social
change could be brought about in the Indian political and social life. He emphasised that without these,
there would be no authentic social transformation. JP was deeply convinced that the lack of morality in
the public life was the core of the existing problems in India. This overlaps with the feminist issues of the
systematic marginalization of women’s voices as being the direct result of the patriarchal structures of the
governments. JP did not explicitly deal with the feminist theory, but his emphasis on the idea of human
dignity and ethical governance can be incorporated into feminist politics. (Manimala, 1997)

The political justice of JP with regard to social and economic justice in conjunction with political rights
prefigures the contemporary feminist views that even political equality in its formal sense is not very
sufficient without the economic and social equality that can provide women their substantive freedom. His
understanding of the need to transform not only the institutional structures but also the cultural values
when it comes to democratic governance is similar to feminist observations that there is deep relationship
between the public and the private in perpetuating an imbalance of gender. (Manimala, 1997)
Nevertheless, the framework proposed by JP also indicates the shortcomings of its historical time frame,
such as the fact that gender is not theorized as a central category of social analysis. Modern feminist studies
observe that there is need to have intersectional studies. These intersectional studies, that would
comprehend how the interaction between gender and other factors (such as caste, class, religion among
other identity factors) produces an overall complex but distinct disadvantages, are very essential. Although
it was inclusive in its ideals, the revolutionary humanism of JP did not formulate theoretical means of
studying these intersections. (Kar & Tiwari, 2020)

CONCLUSION
To sum up, although the philosophy of Jayaprakash Narayan did not explicitly focus on women
empowerment, its orientation towards participatory democracy, moral politics and overall social
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transformation provides valuable conceptual tools to implement modern gender-inclusive development
efforts. The ability of his framework to embrace and promote the political agency of women and its
philosophical dedication to human dignity and social justice can serve as solid ground in advancing gender
equality towards the larger vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. The synthesis of JP revolutionary humanism with
the current understanding of feminism points towards the direction which will enable us to develop a truly
inclusive approach to both democratic governance and social transformation. The most worthwhile
conclusion can be drawn from his own seminal work "A Plea for Reconstruction of Indian Polity" (1959),
whereby Jay Prakash Narayan had very passionately argued that a real revolution should be one in which
there is a total re-arrangement of the social relations, and as such, it should dismantle the patriarchal
hierarchies, which inhibit the entry of women in the democratic processes. This argument suggests an
extraordinary convergence of the philosophical assumptions of JP with the lofty vision of Viksit Bharat
2047, especially in the context of women-led and inclusive development. His advocacy of Panchayati Raj
and grassroots democracy can be directly traced to current-day policy thinking that a women leadership
at local governance level is a precondition to sustainable development. The Total Revolution with its
insistence of change on all levels at once, social, economic, political, and spiritual is a message that
reverberates loudly now in the comprehension of women empowerment as a multifaceted process that
requires a broader change rather than partial interventions. As India carries forward its vision of 2047, the
infusion of philosophical knowledge of JP in the subject of gender discourse will not only be an
academically important issue but also a need of practical significance. His legacy pushes us to think not
only about women empowerment as a policy goal in isolation but also as part and parcel of a larger social
transformation agenda, which is as relevant today as it was in 1974, in attaining the inclusive development
goals of a truly Viksit Bharat.
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