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ABSTRACT 

Dalit activism in academia has emerged as a significant sociological phenomenon, reflecting the historical 

struggles and achievements of the marginalized Dalit community within higher education. This paper 

presents a sociological analysis of Dalit activism in university’s campuses, exploring its multifaceted 

dimensions and implications. By examining the historical context, representation and inclusion, identity 

politics, pedagogy, institutional bias, affirmative action policies, intersectionality, and alliances, the study 

sheds light on the challenges and opportunities faced by Dalit activists in their quest for social justice and 

equality. Through this analysis, the paper aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the complexities 

involved in addressing caste-based discrimination in academic spaces and fostering a more inclusive and 

equitable educational environment for all. The research draws on scholarly literature, qualitative data, and 

critical perspectives to offer insights into the transformative potential of Dalit activism within the academy 

and its broader impact on social change. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Student activism is powerful tool for making education a success, it is an effective method of education, 

raising awareness in society and it is essential for bringing socio-economic and political changes in 

society, it refers not only for the problems of universities but also for the mass movement in county. 

Student activism has a long history, with student activists voicing their opinions on various issues such as 

fee hikes and academic discrimination for centuries. According to All India survey on higher education 

(AISHE) 2021, "The total estimated student enrolment is 3,85,36,359 out of which nearly 51 per cent are 

male and the remaining 49 per cent are female students. SC student enrolment is 14.7 per cent of the total 

enrolment. On the other hand, students belonging to ST communities constitute only 5.6 per cent of the 

total student enrolment. As much as 37 per cent of the total students belong to OBC communities," [1] 

Globally, university administrations have been concerned about political speech and action ever since the 

student and worker uprisings in the 1960s and 1970s, as pointed out by Wesley Strong, (2013) [2]. The 

roots of student’s movements in India can be traced back 200 years ago with the formation of the academic 

association in undivided Bengal’s Hindu college under the guidance of Henry louis Vivian Derozio, a 

teacher and a reformer in 1828. His disciples, who formed the young India group of free thinkers, played 

a significant role in the Bengal Renaissance of the 19th century. [3].  As per Altbach (2012), ‘Student un- 
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rest in India has been one of the most serious educational and political problems for over a century’ [4]. 

This paper talking about the Dalit student activism, because in recent times, Dalit student activism has 

emerged as a powerful force within Indian universities and politics, particularly in the wake of notable 

cases such as Rohit Vemula's tragic suicide and the rise of Kanhaiya Kumar's fame. This form of activism 

has gained momentum and visibility on campuses like JNU, University of Hyderabad, and Allahabad 

University, exerting a substantial impact on both academic institutions and society at large. Dalit or 

schedule castes, have been historically isolated from socio- economic, cultural and political spheres due 

to institutional casteism in India. Dalit Bahujan politics started from 1970s with the rise of Kanshi Ram 

as a leader but Joyita Phule, Periyar and Baba Sahab are known as a prominent leader for Dalit Bahujan 

politics. Since the 1990s, the iconography of Phule, Shahu, Birsa and Ambedkar has become part and 

parcel of and vocabulary of the Dalit-Bahujan student in the university spaces (Mahananda 2023) [5]. 

Aims of this present paper is exploring the socio-economic and political aspect of Dalit student activist 

while also assessing the influence of their activism on their leadership skill and career prospect. SC 

students on Indian university campuses have been mainly analysed in terms of their experience with caste 

discrimination and inequality in the field of higher education. 

 

OBJECTIVE 

The present paper aims to explore the socio-economic and political dimensions of Dalit student activists, 

while also assessing the influence of their activism on their leadership skills and career prospects. 

 

LITERATURE REWIEW 

Strong, Wesley (2013). This article is related to black youth activism which has been placed in four 

different time period from 1930s to the twenty- first century, how different organization of black keep 

their demands with small initiative, it all starts from college and universities. 

Garalyti, Kristina (2020) [6]. this is an ethnographical study of three universities, discussing Dalit 

students’ resistance and social space on Indian campuses. How Dalit student’s activist are taking the 

campuses as social space by stablishing a symbolic icon and how universities campuses changes as a 

political stronghold for Dalit movements. 

Rajeevan,B (2016) Rohit Vemula’s suicide  case and his subsequent students protest offered a new 

political model to the Dalit students of contemporary India. This incidence has awakened many people 

and given a feeling of strongness to the leftists. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The present study is primary data based in which non- probability sampling has been used, sample size of 

is 66 student who have been active in academic concern in two university of Uttar Pradesh one is university 

of Allahabad and second is university of Lucknow survey method has been used to conduct the study, 

structured interview schedule was prepared to collect the required data 

 

ANALYSIS 

1- Socio- economic Profile 

This exploration said about the age- groups of respondents 37 (56%) out of 65 is belong to 25-35. 24 (36.9) 

out of 65 is belong to the 15- 25 and 4 respondents belong to above 35 (6.2). generally, 18-year age 

considered as a right age to go to university. It shows the right age ratio in higher education (Table 1.01) 
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Table 1.01 Age wise distribution of respondents 

Age - group Number of respondents Percentage 

Above 35 4 6.2% 

25- 35 37 56.9% 

15- 25 24 36.9% 

Total 65 65% 

 

Sex of the respondents found 53% of male, 43% of female and 3% that respondents who did not answer 

on their sex. Data clearly show the sex ratio was 43 females on the 53 males. 

Marital status of respondent was found 84.6% were Unmarried and 15.4% were married. Data show that 

now career is becoming the first priority for which marriages are being delayed. 

 

Figure 1.1 Category wise distribution of respondents

 
Detail about the table 1.02, 26 respondents belong to OBC category out of 65, 25 respondents belong to 

SC category out of 65 and 14 respondents belong to General category out of 65 respondents. Data clearly 

show more respondent belong to OBC category. 

 

Figure 1.2 Distribution of parental occupation of the respondents 
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Figure 1.2 show the occupation of respondents which shows that there is still a large number of people 

engaged in agriculture. 

 

2- Academical Profile 

Table1.02 Distribution of courses which were pursuing by the respondents. 

Course Numbers   of respondents Percentage 

Ph.D. 32 48.5% 

PG 10 15.21% 

UG 11 16.7% 

Diploma 1 1.5% 

Others 12 18.% 

TOTAL 66 100 

Table 1.02 clearly said about the respondent’s course which they were pursuing and here one thing cleared 

that more respondents belong to the Ph.D. background. 

 

Table 1.03 Distribution of source of fee to respondents’ courses. 

Sources Numbers of Respondents Percentage 

Parental Support 34 51.5% 

Scholarship 19 28.8 % 

Part Time job 6 9.1% 

Others 7 10.6% 

Total 66 100% 

 

In table 1.03 data show that there were more respondents whose fee are being borne by the parents but 

data also show that to some extent, the government has also started bearing the fees of the children also 

one more thing is coming to know that there are respondents who are bearing their fee themselves. 

 

Table 1.04 Distribution on the question on “ARE YOU AN ACTIVIST or NOT”? of the 

respondents. 

Answers of the Respondents Numbers of Respondents Percentage 

Yes 19 39.6 

No 13 27.1 

Partially 10 20.8 

Sometimes 6 12.5 

Not at all 0 0 

Total 66 100 

 

In the table 1.04 19 of respondents were actually engaged in activism whereases 16 respondents were 

partially or occasionally engaged in activism and 13 respondents were not interested in activism. 
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Figure 1.3 Respondents view on witnessing student activism in university campuses. 

 
 

Figure 1.3 show the data on view on witnessing students’ activism in campus, according to figure 59 % 

respondent are strongly accepted that they show the student activism in university campuses, whereases 

30% respondents are saying that they saw sometimes but 9 % also respondents have said they don’t see. 

 

Table 1. 05 distribution of respondent’s answers on the question of kind of issue are more attract 

for student activism. 

Issue Numbers of Respondents Percentage 

Fee hike 21 31.8% 

Cleaning 1 1.5% 

Academic discrimination 10 15.2% 

Academic Process 12 18.2% 

Behavioral Problem 8 12.1% 

Other 14 21.2% 

Total 66 100% 

 

According to this table, it is known that universities have also become the hub of problems and more 

problems have been found regarding fee hike, academic process and academic discrimination. 
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Figure 1.4 distribution of respondent’s opinion the impact of activism on student leadership skill. 

 
Figure 1.4 is clearly show that more respondents seem to believe that activism has an impact on leadership 

skill. 

 

Tabel 1.06  Distribution of respondents opinion about that activism leads to inclination towards 

politics 

Category Numbers of Respondents Percentage 

Yes 36 54.5% 

No 6 9.1% 

Sometimes 16 24.2% 

Not sure 8 12% 

Total 66 100% 

 

The table above shows that 54% students believe that activism leads to inclination towards politics the 

same 16 students saying that it happens sometimes whereas 6 students also denying it and 8 students are 

not sure about it 
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Figure 1.05 Statement of respondents’ responses to the impact of activism on academia. 

 
Above figure show that 27 students out of 66 believe activism has a good effect on academic,15 out of 66 

students saying that it happens sometimes, 10 students out of 66 saying it neutral, 11 students out of 66 

are not sure about this and 2 students out of 66 are saying that it does not have a good effect. 

 

Figure 1.06 Distribution of respondents answer to the impact of activism on their future. 

 
 

In the Figure 1.06 clearly show 53% student agree that activism impact the future, 24% student said that 

it happens sometimes, 17% students saying it neutral and 6% said that it does not have good effect. 
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Table 1.6 University wise distribution of respondents. 

University Numbers of students Percentage 

University of Lucknow 20 30.3% 

University of Allahabad 26 39.4% 

Others 20 30.3% 

Total 66 100% 

 

Table show that 20 respondents from University of Lucknow and 26 r3espondents from Allahabad 

university and 20 respondents from others university. More are from Allahabad University. 

 

CONCLUSION 

According to objectives of this paper study reaches the various finding if talked about socio- economic 

and political aspects of the study, found that more students came from 25- to 35 age groups which means 

that more students are eager to participate in politics after under graduate.it has been observed that there 

less gap in sex ratio. Marital status data tell us that students are more focusing upon their career rather 

than marriage and it is good for society and Indian population. Still the background of parents of students 

was found to be related to agriculture. 

From the educational profile of the students shows that most of the respondents belong to Ph.D. in this 

research and students’ fees are still borne by their parents, but now the government is also helping in 

paying their fees to some extent. what’s more, the hard work of the students is also visible in this study in 

which children are doing part- time job along with their studies. 

As per objectives of this paper major respondents were Dalit student’s activist, the highest numbers were 

also found and their major issue for activism was regarding Fees hike, Academic Discrimination also 

Academic Process it means still students facing academic discrimination in university campuses.  

Students’ activism is good for academic improvement and more students akin with this and they said that 

they are seeing it in university’s campuses these days, but still some students are not able to see student’s 

activism in their university campuses and this either happening because of their lack of understanding of 

activism or because they are not really able to see student’s activism in their university’s campuses. Here 

the vital finding of this paper is most students accepted that activism impacts the leadership skill of 

student’s activist. Students said that student’s activism leads to inclination towards politics it also said that 

activism affects their academic performance. Allahabad university’s students are more active in student’s 

activism rather than University of Lucknow. 

This paper takes us on the issue of discourse that WHAT STUDENTS ACTIVISM and WHAT SHOULD 

BE like un university’s campuses because students’ activism is not only for universities but also for the 

improvement of the student’s life also. 
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