m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

The Study on Distribution of Population and
Level of Education among the Various
Categories of People in Namakkal District of
Tamil Nadu

Mrs. Sudha. A, Dr. Kavitha. N2

'Research Scholar, PG & Research Department of History, Vellalar College for Women, Thindal, Erode.
Tamil Nadu.
Professor and Head, Department of History, Vellalar College for Women, Thindal, Erode, Tamil Nadu.

Abstract

The present study examines the distribution of population and the level of education among various
categories of people in Namakkal District of Tamil Nadu. It aims to understand how demographic factors
such as caste, gender, occupation, income, and rural—urban differences influence educational attainment.
Using secondary data collected from government records, census reports, the study analyses literacy
rates, participation in education across different social groups. The results reveal that Namakkal District
has achieved a relatively high overall literacy rate; however, educational disparities persist among
different communities and between rural and urban areas. Scheduled Castes and economically weaker
sections continue to lag behind in educational achievement, while gender differences remain evident,
especially at higher levels of education. The study also notes that there is a gap in education among male
and female. The study highlights block wise growth of population, literate an illiteracy among various
sections of the people in Namakkal district. The findings underscore the need for more inclusive
educational policies that target marginalized groups, enhance rural educational infrastructure, and
promote gender equality in education. Overall, the study concludes that equitable educational
development is essential for balanced social and economic progress in Namakkal District and
recommends continued efforts to reduce disparities and improve educational opportunities for all
sections of the population.

Keywords: Population Distribution, Educational ~ Attainment, Literacy Rate, Gender Disparity;
Rural-Urban Differences; Caste and Community; Educational Inequality; Inclusive Education,

Introduction

Tamil Nadu is one of India’s most progressive states in terms of literacy and social development.
Female literacy in Tamil Nadu (as per Census 2011) stood at 73.4%, higher than the national average
(65.46 %). The state has implemented various welfare and educational schemes for girls up to college
level. However, despite these achievements, women’s education still faces social, economic, cultural, and
institutional barriers. Whether it is nation, state or district, the level of education is strongly correlated
with its economic development, as higher education levels are linked to increased productivity,
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innovation, and a more skilled workforce. Investing in education, by increasing average years of
schooling or literacy rates, can lead to significant economic growth, higher individual earnings, and a
country's ability to transition to a knowledge-based economy. Education is more than just a basic human
right — it’s a cornerstone of personal development, economic growth, and societal progress. It lifts
people out of poverty by providing better economic opportunities. It fosters equality by empowering
marginalized groups. It is foundational for achieving the other Sustainable Development Goals including
gender equality and reduced inequalities. As the saying goes, “If you educate a man, you educate an
individual; but if you educate a woman, you educate a nation.” Empowering women through education
is the most powerful way to build a healthier, fairer, and more prosperous society. Tamil Nadu has made
remarkable progress in improving women’s education, but deep-rooted social and economic inequalities
still limit full empowerment. Sustainable change requires combined efforts from government,
community, and families to ensure that every girl can access quality education and realize their full
potential.

To promote women's education, Tamil Nadu government has implemented several measures most
notably the Pudhumai Penn Scheme, which provides a monthly financial incentive to girls who pursue
higher education after studying in government and government- aided schools. Other initiatives include
the Chief Minister's Girl Child Protection Scheme for financial aid to girls from poor families,
Government Service Homes offering protection and training for vulnerable women, and the development
of a gender-sensitive educational system, according to documents from the Government of Tamil
Nadu.Profile of Namakkal District

Namakkal District is a newly formed district from Salem District. It is functioning from 01-01-1997. It
consists of 8 Taluks namely Namakkal. Rasipuram, Tiruchengode, Paramathi Velur, Kolli Hills,
Sendamangalam, Komarapalayam and Mohanur. The district is bounded by Salem on the north, Karur on
the south, Trichy and Salem on the east and Erode on the West. The Geographical area of the district is
3368.21 Sq. Kms. Which lies between 11.00 and 11.360 North Latitude and 77.280 and 78.300 East
Longitude. Average literacy rate of Namakkal in 2011 were 74.63 compared to 74.63 of 2001. Female
literacy rate in Namakkal district is 66.57%. Male literacy rate is 82.64%. (Census India 2011) In rural
areas of the district, female literacy is 62.36%, male literacy is 80.21%. In urban areas of the district,
female literacy is 72.77%, male literacy is 86.28%. The gender literacy gap (male minus female) at
district level is about 16 percentage points (82.64% — 66.57%). Though female literacy in Namakkal
(66.57%) is higher than the national average of ~64.6% but, it is lower than Tamil Nadu state average
(~73.4%). The gap between male and female literacy remains significant. Women are still less literate
than men by a noticeable margin. Women in rural parts lag more (62.36% female literacy) compared to
urban parts (72.77%). The relatively lower female literacy suggests the need for targeted interventions
for women, especially in rural areas. Improving school retention, transition to higher secondary and
higher education for girls would help close the gap. Monitoring whether the gap is narrowing over time
(post-2011) would be valuable, especially given state and national schemes aimed at girls. Urban areas
show somewhat better female literacy, so focusing on rural communities, socio-economic constraints,
and cultural factors will be a matter.

Review of Literature
Malik (2016) examined the role of women’s education on their socio- economic status in Haryana. The
study demonstrated that education plays a significant role in the socioeconomic development of women.
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Gebre (2020) investigated the role of women’s education on economic development in the context of
Gimbo woreda of south west Kafa zone. Asadullah and Yeasmin (2022) explored the impact of women’s
education on socio-economic development. The study revealed that decrease in the educational gender
gap leads to gender equality which is the prerequisite both inside and outside the classroom to ensure
equal rights and opportunities for people across genders. Singh and Verma (2022) examined the need
and importance of socio-economic equality for Indian women. Bangura and Mambo (2023) studied the
barriers to women education and its effect on the slow socioeconomic development. Poonam (2024)
analysed the role of women's education in the socio-economic benefits regarding urban-rural disparity in
India. Mrityunjay Kumar, Rahul K Singh (2025), studied about the impact of Government policy,
awareness initiatives, economic imperatives, and social acceptance and its role in creating the change in
women education. Nalini & Karthikeyan (2025) contemplated that the level of distinction between
SC/STs and non-SC/STs in high level training enrolment are declined on account of the greater number
of SC pursued instruction foundation as result of reservation completed in enlightening groundworks of
Tamil Nadu.

Objectives

The following objectives have been set for the present study:

1. To study block wise distribution of population and the literacy and illiteracy rate in Namakkal
District

2. To analyse the level of education among various categories of people (SC & ST) and to find out the
literacy gap in the district

Methodology
The study was conducted in Namakkal district. The study focused on different categories of people living
in both rural and urban areas of Namakkal District of Tamil Nadu. The macro level data has been
collected from the census statistics report published by Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) and the
district level data were collected from Directorate of Census Operation, Tamil Nadu, District Census
Handbook 2011. To analyse the data, the study used percentage analysis to understand the level of
education among various groups of population. To calculate the Overall Literacy Rate (OLR) for each
CD Block (and for the district), the following formula was used:

_ Number of Literates y

Literacy Rate (%) 100
Total Population
where
Total Population = Number of Literates + Number of Illiterates
To find out the literacy gap among people, the following formula has been used. Literacy Gap = (Male

Literacy Rate - Female Literacy Rate)

Distribution of Population in Namakkal District:

The average literacy rate in Namakkal for urban regions was 79.51 percent in which males were 86.28%
literate while female literacy stood at 72.77%. The total literate population of Namakkal was 1,176,131.
Similarly in rural areas of Namakkal, the average literacy rate was 71.34 percent. Out of which the
literacy rate of males and females stood at 80.21% and 62.36% respectively. Total literates in rural areas
of Namakkal were 671,793.

IUJFMR250661436 Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025 3



https://www.ijfmr.com/

m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

Namakkal Population 2001 — 2011

Description 2001 2011
Population 14.93 Lakhs 17.27 lakhs
Actual Population 1,493,462 1,726,601
Male 759,551 869,280
Female 733,911 857,321
Population Growth 12.91% 15.61%
Proportion to Tamil Nadu Population {2.39 2.39%

Sex Ratio (Per 1000) 966 986
Average Literacy 77.56 82.64

Source: https://www.census2011.co.in/census/district/29-namakkal.html

The district saw a considerable 15.61% population growth between 2001 and 2011, which is higher than
the previous decade's growth rate of 12.91%. The sex ratio improved significantly from 966 females per
1000 males in 2001 to 986 in 2011, indicating a positive trend in gender balance. The male literacy rate
(as presented in the 'Average Literacy' row of the original data) showed an increase from 77.56% to
82.64%.

Religion-wise Population - Namakkal District

Religion Total Male Female
Hindu 1,673,652 (96.93%) 842,438 831,214
Muslim 32,483 (1.88%) 16,350 16,133
Christian 16,909 (0.98%) 8,342 8,567
Sikh 183 (0.01%) 103 80
Buddhist 108 (0.01%) 62 46
Jain 84 (0%) 51 33
Other Religion 199 (0.01%) 77 122
No Religion Specified 2,983 (0.17%) 1,857 1,126

Source: Census Report 2011

From the above table it is given to understand that the Hindus population is the overwhelming majority
with 96.93% of the population. The Muslims (1.88%) and Christians (0.98%) together make up about
2.86% of the total population. Followers of Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism, and other religions are very
few, each constituting less than 0.01%. About 0.17% (2,983 people) did not specify any religion. It is
found that most religions show a near- equal gender ratio. Christian females (8,567) slightly outnumber
males (8,342). In contrast, Sikh and Jain groups show slightly fewer females.

Caste-wise Details: Namakal District

Category Total Male Female
Children (Age 0-6) |150,699 78,754 71,945
Literacy 74.63% 75.16% 60.98%
Schedule Caste 345,392 173,973 171,419
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Schedule Tribe 57,059 29,383 27,676
Illiterate 550,470 215,968 334,502

Source: Census Report 2011

As per the Population Census 2011 data, given above are some quick facts about Namakkal district. In
nearly every group except illiteracy, female numbers are slightly lower than male numbers. Child sex
ratio is notably low, suggesting gender imbalance early in life. Female literacy (60.98%) is far behind
male literacy (75.16%). Scheduled Caste and Tribe populations both show minor female deficits.
Illiteracy reverses this trend — more illiterate females than males.

Growth of Population in Namakal District
[1901 — 2011 Census Years]

Year Total Male Female

1901 4,70,628 2,31,072 2,39,556
1911 4,87,144 2,40,803 2,46,341
1921 5,25,770 2,061,224 2,064,546
1931 5,91,864 2,93,487 2,98,377
1941 7,05,110 3,52,348 3,52,762
1951 8,48,507 4,19,764 4,28,743
1961 8,606,530 4,31,622 4,34,908
1971 9,96,429 5,02,389 4,94,040
1981 11,72,736 5,95,541 5,77,195
1991 13,22,715 6,74,765 6,47,950
2001 14,93,462 7,59,551 7,33,911
2011 17,26,601 8,69,280 8,57,321

Source: District Statistical Hand Book 2023-24, Namakkal

The population of male and female is given in the table from 1901 to 2011. It is found that early 1900s
(1901-1951), more females than males a healthy sex ratio above 1000. After 1991 the changes were
observed. Females start becoming slightly fewer than males. In 2011 the sex ratio improves somewhat
(986 females per 1000 males), but still below parity. The data shows a gradual decline in female
proportion after mid-20th century, followed by a mild recovery by 2011.

Projected Population in Namakal District

Year Projected Population

2011 1,726,601 17.27 Lakhs
2021 1,950,000 19.56 Lakhs
2022 1,970,000 19.78 Lakhs
2023 1,990,000 19.97 Lakhs
2024 2,010,000 20.13 Lakhs
2025 2,020,000 20.27 Lakhs
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2026 2,030,000 20.39 Lakhs
2027 2,040,000 20.49 Lakhs
2028 2,050,000 20.58 Lakhs
2029 2,060,000 20.65 Lakhs
2030 2,070,000 20.72 Lakhs
2031 2,070,000 20.77 Lakhs

The data shows the growth of population from 1,726,601 in 2011 to 2,070,000 in 2031 An increase of
343,399 people over 20 years. The estimate of Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) shows
1
P 5
CAGR =(z7—/—)¥0 -1
{quu
1

2,070 mﬂ)i'ﬂ —1=0.0091=0291%

1.726.601

=i
Average population growth rate is around 0.91% per year. The annual growth rate declines after 2024
indicating population stabilization by 2030. Growth rate halves between 2011-2021 and 2021-2031. If

this trend continues, the population might stabilize or slightly decline after 2030.

Block wise % Share of SC/ST Population

S1.No Name of the Block Schedule Caste Schedule Tribe
P M F P M F

1 Namakkal 11.51 11.45 11.58 1.21 1.16 1.25
2 Erumapatti 8.33 8.25 8.41 0.81 0.85 0.76
3 Sendamangalam 6.23 6.20 6.27 4.55 4.57 4.53
4 Mohanur 5.52 5.46 5.58 0.13 0.13 0.12
5 Puduchatram 6.25 6.27 6.22 0.55 0.59 0.52
6 Kollihills 0.19 0.19 0.19 67.79 67.94 67.62
7 Rasipuram 8.71 8.86 8.56 1.08 0.95 1.21
8 Namagiripet 8.58 8.67 8.49 20.86 20.72 21.02
9 Vennandur 5.75 5.82 5.69 1.93 1.97 1.88
10 Tiruchengode 9.45 9.46 9.44 0.27 0.27 0.27
11 Mallasamudram 497 5.04 491 0.08 0.08 0.08
12 Elachipalayam 6.63 6.56 6.69 0.12 0.12 0.11
13 Pallipalayam 8.20 8.22 8.18 0.40 0.40 0.39
14 Paramathi 5.19 5.12 5.25 0.17 0.18 0.17
15 Kabilarmalai 448 4.42 4.55 0.07 0.08 0.06
16 TOTAL 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00

Source: Computed

The distribution of the ST population is extremely uneven and highly concentrated in the hill areas.
Kollihills block alone accounts for the vast majority: 67.79% of the entire district's ST population.
Namagiripet is the only other block with a significant share at 20.86%. Together, these two blocks hold
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over 88% of the district's ST population. Blocks like Kabilarmalai, Mallasamudram, and Mohanur have
a negligible share (less than 0.2% each). The distribution of the SC population is more dispersed across
the district. The Namakkal block has the largest share at 11.51%. Tiruchengode block is the second
largest at 9.45%. The top five blocks (Namakkal, Tiruchengode, Rasipuram, Namagiripet, and
Erumapatti) account for approximately 46.5% of the total SC population. The Kollihills block, which
dominates the ST share, has the lowest SC share at just 0.19%. This data clearly illustrates the
geographical separation of the two communities, with the ST population concentrated in the hilly and
peripheral blocks (Kollihills and Namagiripet) and the SC population more spread out among the major
plain blocks.

Percentage share of CD Blocks in Literates and Illiterates by Sex - RURAL

Number of Literates and Illiterates
Number of Literates Number of Literates
SI No | Name of CD Block |P M F P M F
1 Elachipalayam 8.20 7.26 9.43 7.14 6.93 7.27
2 Erumaipatti 9.55 9.33 9.83 8.21 8.16 8.23
3 Kabilarmalai 5.74 5.76 5.70 6.20 597 6.35
4 Kolli Hills 3.14 3.22 3.03 541 6.13 4.95
5 Mallasamudram 4.73 491 4.49 5.29 5.29 5.29
6 Mohanur 8.20 8.17 8.25 7.97 7.52 8.26
7 Namakkal 7.73 7.72 7.75 6.64 6.52 6.72
8 Namagiripettai 6.43 6.46 6.40 7.17 7.58 6.91
9 Puduchatram 8.06 8.27 7.78 8.41 8.26 8.50
10 Paramathi 4.61 4.85 4.29 4.73 4.32 5.00
11 Pallipalayam 6.90 6.88 6.93 6.54 6.60 6.50
12 Rasipuram 5.71 5.97 5.37 5.62 5.80 5.50
13 Senthamangalam 4.71 4.61 4.83 4.77 4.90 4.68
14 Tiruchengode 10.45 10.56 10.32 9.56 9.47 9.62
15 Vennanthur 5.85 6.02 5.61 6.35 6.55 6.22
District Rural Total | 100.00 | 100.00 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00

Source: Computed
Note: CD = Community Development

The table shows the percentage share of each CD block in the total rural literate and Illiterate population
of Namakkal District (based on the 2011 Census data). The percentage share is calculated for each sex
(Persons P, Males M, Females F) against the respective District Rural Total for Literates and Illiterates.
The Tiruchengode CD Block holds the largest share of the district's total rural literate population at
10.45%. It also has the largest share for both Male Literates (10.56%) and Female Literates (10.32%).
Tiruchengode CD Block holds the largest share of the district's total rural illiterate population at 9.56%. It
has the largest share of Female Illiterates (9.62%). Puduchatram CD Block holds the largest share of
Male Illiterates (8.26%), closely followed by Tiruchengode (9.47%). The Kolli Hills CD Block has the
lowest share of the total rural literate population at 3.14%. Paramathi has the lowest share of Male
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[literates (4.32%) and Kolli Hills has the lowest share of Female Illiterates (4.95%).

Literacy Rate and Gap in Male Female Literacy Rate - RURAL

Literacy Rate Gap in Male-Female
Literacy Rate

SI1. No | Name of CD Block [P M F
1 Elachipalayam 73.95 81.14 67.92 13.22
2 Erumaipatti 75.85 84.02 67.72 16.30
3 Kabilarmalai 69.15 79.31 59.17 20.14
4 Kolli Hills 59.41 67.71 50.78 16.93
5 Mallasamudram 68.17 77.98 57.81 20.17
6 Mohanur 71.94 81.78 62.26 19.52
7 Namakkal 74.93 83.49 66.13 17.36
8 Namagiripettai 69.26 77.30 60.93 16.37
9 Puduchatram 70.11 79.99 59.87 20.12
10 Paramathi 70.15 81.96 57.86 24.10
11 Pallipalayam 72.75 80.95 64.32 16.63
12 Rasipuram 70.96 79.73 61.19 18.54
13 Senthamangalam 71.05 78.96 63.17 15.79
14 Tiruchengode 73.27 82.10 64.07 18.03
15 Vennanthur 68.92 77.65 59.57 18.18

District Rural Total 71.34 80.21 62.36 17.85

Source: District Census Handbook 2011

The table provides the Literacy Rates and the gap in Male-Female Literacy Rates for the CD Blocks in
the rural areas of Namakkal District, based on the 2011 Census. Gap in Male- Female Literacy Rate was
calculated as (Male Literacy Rate - Female Literacy Rate). The Erumaipatti CD Block has the highest
total literacy rate at 75.85%. In male literacy also Erumaipatti CD Block also has the highest rate at
84.02%. Elachipalayam CD Block has the highest female literacy rate at 67.92%. Kolli Hills CD Block
records the lowest overall literacy rate (59.41%) and the lowest female literacy rate (50.78%). The gap in
literacy rate indicates the disparity between male and female literacy. Highest Gap was noticed in
Paramathi CD Block which has the largest gap at 24.10 percentage points, indicating the greatest
disparity in literacy achievement between males and females in the district. Lowest Gap was observed in
Elachipalayam CD Block which shows the smallest gap at 13.22 percentage points, suggesting the most
equitable literacy access or outcomes between the sexes. Overall rural district gap is

17.85 percentage points. The data clearly highlights that while male literacy is generally high (above
77% in all blocks except Kolli Hills), female literacy lags significantly behind, with the most severe
disparity observed in Paramathi.

Literacy Rate and Gap in Male Female Literacy Rate - URBAN
S1. No Name of Town Literacy Rate Gap in Male-
P M F Female Literacy
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1 Mallasamudram (TP) 75.85 83.43 68.14 15.29
2 Kumarapalayam (M) 78.85 86.07 71.62 14.45
3 Padaiveedu (TP) 69.83 79.44 60.14 19.30
4 Tiruchengode (M) 83.68 89.66 44.67 11.99
5 Alampalayam (TP) 75.25 82.22 68.07 14.15
6 Pallipalayam (M) 73.23 81.08 65.29 15.79
7 Thathankuttai (CT) 72.16 80.44 63.53 16.91
8 Ellamdaikuttai (CT) 69.76 78.05 61.13 16.92
9 Periyamanali (CT) 75.38 83.58 66.58 17.00
10 Pallipalayam Agraharam (CT) 72.65 80.39 64.54 15.85
11 Pudupalayam Agraharam (CT) 71.10 79.15 62.84 16.31
12 Vennanthur (TP) 73.14 81.64 64.99 16.65
13 Athanur (TP) 72.71 81.86 63.49 18.37
14 R. Pudupatti (TP) 69.55 77.90 61.23 16.67
15 Namagiripettai (TP) 72.51 79.95 65.03 14.92
16 Seerapalli (TP) 73.50 80.69 66.25 14.44
17 Pattinam (TP) 72.15 79.76 64.39 15.37
18 Rasipuram (M) 84.74 89.64 80.27 9.37
19 Pillanur (TP) 74.45 82.88 66.21 16.67
20 Kalappanaickenpatti (TP) 73.38 81.48 65.29 16.19
21 Senthamangalam (TP) 75.49 83.90 67.51 16.39
22 Namakkal (M) 90.76 95.04 86.58 8.46
23 Erumaipatti (TP) 83.75 89.76 77.24 12.52
24 Mohanur (TP) 80.67 87.65 74.04 13.61
25 Nallipalayam (CT) 85.61 93.05 78.44 14.61
26 Chinnadudalaipatti (CT) 89.44 94.48 84.39 10.09
27 Kosavampatti (CT) 83.18 89.90 76.50 13.40
28 Periyapatti (CT) 87.81 92.46 83.14 9.32
29 Kondichettipatti (CT) 89.14 93.46 84.82 8.64
30 Paramathi (TP) 82.26 89.53 74.91 14.62
31 Velur (TP) 81.03 87.99 74.23 13.76
32 Pothanur (TP) 82.27 88.39 76.12 12.27
33 Venkarai (TP) 73.38 84.52 62.84 21.68
34 Pandamangalam (TP) 80.45 87.02 73.88 13.14

District URBAN Total 79.51 86.28 72.77 13.51

Source: District Census Handbook 2011
Note: TP = Town Panchayat, M = Municipality, CT = Census Town

Above table presents the Literacy Rates and the Gap in Male-Female Literacy Rates for the Urban
centres in Namakkal District, as per the 2011 Census. Namakkal (M) boasts the highest overall literacy
rate at 90.76% and the highest male literacy rate at 95.04%. Namakkal

(M) also has the highest female literacy rate at 86.58%. R. Pudupatti (TP) has the lowest overall literacy
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rate at 69.55%. Lowest Female Literacy (F) was found in Padaiveedu (TP) which has the lowest female
literacy rate at 60.14%. The gap measures the disparity in literacy between males and females. Venkarai
(TP) has the largest disparity, with a gap of 21.68 percentage points. Namakkal (M) has the lowest gap
at 8.46 percentage points, indicating the most equitable literacy status between the sexes in the urban
district. The District URBAN Total literacy rate is 79.51% (Male: 86.28%, Female: 72.77%), with a
gender gap of 13.51 percentage points. Several towns, including Namakkal (M), Rasipuram (M), and
Chinnadudalaipatti (CT), significantly exceed this average literacy rate and achieve a smaller gender

gap.

Findings and Conclusion

From the data and the analysis, the important findings are listed below:

e About 60% of Namakkal’s population lives in rural areas, while 40% reside in urban regions.

e The literacy rate is concerned urban literacy (79.51%) is notably higher than rural (71.34%).

e Hindus population is the overwhelming majority with 96.93% of the population. The Muslims
(1.88%) and Christians (0.98%) together make up about 2.86% of the total population.

e It has been observed from the analysis that a gradual decline in female proportion after mid-20th
century, followed by a mild recovery by 2011.

e It is to be noted that Tiruchengode CD block has the highest number of total literates (70,221), male
literates (40,130), and female literates (30,091). Tiruchengode CD Block also has the highest number
of total illiterates (34,289) and female illiterates (20,978).

e The Kolli Hills CD Block has the lowest share of the total rural literate population at 3.14%.
Paramathi has the lowest share of Male Illiterates (4.32%) and Kolli Hills has the lowest share of
Female Illiterates (4.95%).

e Highest Gap was noticed in Paramathi CD Block which has the largest gap at 24.10 percentage
points, indicating the greatest disparity in literacy achievement between males and females in the
district. Lowest Gap was observed in Elachipalayam CD Block which shows the smallest gap at 13.22
percentage points, suggesting the most equitable literacy access or outcomes between the sexes.

e The distribution of the SC population is more dispersed across the district. The Namakkal block has the
largest share at 11.51%. Tiruchengode block is the second largest at 9.45%. The top five blocks
(Namakkal, Tiruchengode, Rasipuram, Namagiripet, and Erumapatti) account for approximately
46.5% of the total SC population. The Kollihills block, which dominates the ST share, has the lowest
SC share at just 0.19%.

e The urban data shows a significant gender gap in illiteracy. The number of illiterate females
(116,428) is substantially higher than the number of illiterate males (75,359) across the urban areas
of the district.

e Overall rural district gap is 17.85 percentage points. The data clearly highlights that while male
literacy is generally high (above 77% in all blocks except Kolli Hills), female literacy lags
significantly behind, with the most severe disparity observed in Paramathi.

The findings show that educational attainment is closely linked to factors such as income, occupation,

gender, and community background. Urban areas generally exhibit higher literacy and school enrolment

rates compared to rural regions. Among the social groups, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
continue to show lower levels of education, reflecting the continuing need for targeted interventions.

Similarly, gender gaps remain visible, particularly in higher education levels, where female participation

IUJFMR250661436 Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025 10



https://www.ijfmr.com/

m International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

is comparatively lower. Government schemes such as free education, scholarships, and midday meal
programs have contributed positively to improving literacy and reducing dropouts, but their impact
varies across regions and communities. Strengthening implementation and improving awareness of such
programs can further enhance educational access and equity.

In conclusion, the study emphasizes the importance of inclusive educational planning that takes into
account the socio-economic and demographic diversity of the district. Improving educational
infrastructure in rural areas, empowering women through education, and providing special support for
marginalized communities will be key to achieving balanced human development in Namakkal District.
Continuous monitoring and community participation are essential to ensure that education becomes both
accessible and equitable for all sections of society.
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