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Abstract

EMS Namboodiripad, a Communist Party leader who believed in the socio-economic upliftment of the
weaker sections of the society. Besides politics, he wrote a number of books concerning philosophy, art,
literature, history and even films. . EMS was a special type of a thinker - an organic intellectual who combined
theory and practice. His intellectual pursuits were closely linked to the organisational and agitational tasks of
the radical movement. Two major initiatives of EMS during the last decade of his life were the International
Congress on Kerala Studies and the ongoing People's Campaign for Ninth Plan.
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Introduction

Elamkulam Manakkal Sankaran Namboodiripad 13 June 1909 — 19 March 1998 , was an Indian
communist politician, theorist, author and statesman who served as the first Chief Minister of Kerala in
1957-1959. EIM.S. was served as the Chief Minister of Kerala for two terms: 1957-1959 and 1967-1969.
A prolific writer and theorist, he championed land reforms and welfare schemes that became known as the
"KERALA MODEL” of development. His life and political career include Communism, land reform,
educational reform, Marxist theory, the split of the Communist Party of India (CPI), and the "Liberation
Struggle". E.M.S. Namboodiripad was a well-known politician and communist leader who lived from
1909 to 1998. When Kerala became the first state in Bharat to elect a communist administration in 1957,
Namboodiripad, one of the party’s founding members, was appointed as the state’s first Chief Minister
Namboodiripad was a fervent supporter of socialism and had a significant impact on Kerala’s political
climate. Significant land reforms were put into place by him, along with progressive social welfare policies
and efforts to improve the weaker segments of societ. Namboodiripad was a brilliant and prolific writer
who wrote numerous books on Marxism, socialism, and Kerala politics Upliftment of the downtrodden
E.M.S.Namboodiripad's human-oriented philosophy centered on the socio-economic.upliftment of the
downtrodden through a Marxist lens, emphasizing decentralized power, grassroots democracy, and
the emancipation of women and lower castes. He synthesized his early experience in social reform with
his commitment to class-based movements to advocate for the empowerment of ordinary citizens,
integrating the struggle against caste oppression into the broader working-class movement. His
government introduced the controversial but transformative Education Bill, which aimed to ensure social
security and put an end to injustices in the private education sector.

These reforms, alongside progressive social welfare policies, laid the foundation for the "Kerala Model"
of development, which is noted for high social indicators in health and education. Kerala, under the
Communist government, became the first state to provide job reservations in government for Scheduled
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Castes, Scheduled Tribes, other backward communities, and Muslims, demonstrating a commitment to
addressing historical inequities. A key tenet of his ideology was class struggle and fostering unity among
people, fighting against casteism and communalism, which he believed were obstacles to national progress
and the upliftment of the oppressed. He championed the vision of decentralization of power and resources,
which later influenced movements like the "People's Plan" in Kerala, to ensure development reached all
sections of the population. His life and work are often cited as a model of dedication to the cause of the
working class and the people.

The Architect Of Modern Kerala

EMS was from an upper-caste Brahmin family; his affection towards the working class brought him into
the Communist movement. He fought casteism and directed all his efforts to the upliftment of the masses.
He studied and wrote extensively about the economic and social problems facing Kerala, which included
insufficient agricultural output, high unemployment, and overpopulation. After being elected, he enacted
the Land Reform Ordinance and the Education Bill as soon as he became the chief minister of Kerala,
landmark legislations that transformed Kerala’s society for good. The decentralisation of power and
resources in the state and the spread of literacy all over Kerala was the chief aim of Namboodiripad
throughout his stint as a politician in the Kerala state government

In 1959, the Congress government in Delhi, fearing that communism would spread beyond Kerala,
dismissed the Kerala state government through the infamous Article 356 and imposed presidential rule. It
is widely reported that Indira Gandhi convinced Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to take the decision, a
decision which Nehru was hesitant to take.EMS Namboodiripad became a member of the Madras
Legislative Assembly in 1939. By this time, he had gained a strong foothold in the Indian National
Congress and it was socialism that the politician worked towards establishing and believed in during his
initial years in politics. His love and association with the working class of the society inspired EMS to
adopt communism in his political ideologies. He gradually established the Communist Party of India
(CPI) in Kerala.

Fought against the caste system

E.M.S. Namboodiripad was a social reformer who fought against the caste system and landlordism,
championed the rights of the poor, and implemented significant reforms as Chief Minister of Kerala. He
started his reform journey in the Yogakshema Sabha, a Namboodiri community reform group, before
becoming involved in the anti-caste and independence movements, which eventually led him to Marxism
and the founding of the Communist Party of India (Marxist). His reforms in Kerala focused on land
ownership and tenant rights, and he was a strong advocate for the socio-economic upliftment of all
marginalized groups. Anti-caste activism: He became involved in the social reform movement against
caste from a young age, initially through the Yogakshema Sabha to reform the Namboodiri
community.Anti-feudalism and land reforms: A central part of his work was fighting feudal landlords and
advocating for the rights of peasant farmers.Implementation of radical reforms: As the first Communist
Chief Minister of Kerala, he implemented historic land reforms, including setting a land ownership ceiling
and securing tenant and agricultural laborer rights.Advocacy for the working class and poor: He was a
staunch supporter of the welfare of the poor, working class, and peasantry, which he viewed as essential
for social justice.Connecting social and political movements: He played a crucial role in combining
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various progressive movements, such as the freedom struggle, the anti-caste movement, and the peasant
movement, into a unified and more powerful force.

Conclusion

E.M.S. was a brilliant Marxist theoretician. He made outstanding contributions to the application of
Marxism-Leninism to Indian society and in working out the strategy and tactics of the Indian revolution.
His vast body of writings bear the mark of an original and creative mind which mastered the dialectics of
Marxist theory. His writings on land relations, Kerala, society and politics and his writings on Marxist
philosophy, literature and history — mark him out to be one of the most influential communist thinkers of
the country and the world Some of his best-known writings are “History of the Communist Movement in
Kerala” and “Selected Works of E.M.S. Namboodiripad.”The political accomplishments of E.M.S.
Namboodiripad, his dedication to social justice, and his intellectual prowess are still appreciated and
honored today. He continues to play a significant role in Kerala history and Bharat’s communist
movement.
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