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Abstract

The social image of the Bodo society is beautifully reflected in the short story “Askhanda” which is a
short story from the book “Mr. Hybridni Gwlwmdwi Arw Mwdwi” written by glamorous writer J. D.
Basumatary with his warm hand. In this story the writer reflected the events that repeatedly happened in
the Bodo society very interestingly and these are Child Marriage (Undwi bwiswyao haba janai), pushing
family condition to worse by consumption of more liquor and in addition to this they use to sell local
wine by making at their home to run their family by which their condition became more worse
condition. The social image of the Bodo society that reflected through the short story “Asokhanda” is try
to observe through the bird’s eye is going to discuss in detail through this article.
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1. Introduction

This short story “Askhanda” is a short story from the book “Mr. Hybridni Gwlwmdwi Arw Mwdwi”
which is a most interesting short story written by J. D. Basumatary where the social images of Bodo is
clearly reflected. The author of this short story clearly mentioned the repeated events that happened
among the Bodo people and in his story he mentioned that without thinking clearly about their life the
Bodo people use to marriage in very young age by which they spoil their life, the parents of Bodo do not
think very much of the future of their child and admitted their child to English medium and private
school and due to lack of financial sound they have to face difficulty in completing their education. So,
their children could not complete their education life and have to drop from the school.

2. Introduction of author

The author Z. D. (Zumai Dala) Basumatary is an inhabitant of Hatipota village under Chirang district
where he born on 1% September 1967. His father’s name is Bormolal Basumatary and his mother is Late
Sonibari Basumatary. Nirupama Basumatary is his beloved wife and Oraitha Basumatary is only child of
them. Mr. Z. D. Basumatary started his academic carrier from the No. 404 L. P. School of his own
school. Then he took admission at Dhaligaon M. E. School and Dhaligaon High School for his medium
and high school study. And he concluded his study at Bongaigaon College. Now a days, he is serving as
Junior Assistant at the District Transport Office of Chirang district. Z. D. Basumatary is a heavy weight
and developing writer in the Bodo literature and he has many inspiration in different field of Bodo
literature and among this influence of literature he already published two short story books. These books
are respectively 1. Ang Phwiphingwn (1997) and 2. Mr. Hybridni Gwlwmdwi Arw Mwdwi (2005).
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The author participate in the Bodo movement leads by the All Bodo Students Union for the rights of the
Bodo people though he was busy in development of Bodo literature by writing in different area of Bodo
literature. He was known as Zumai Dala Basumatary after this struggle where his name was named as
Janil Basumatary by his parents and he is known as Z. D. Basumatary in the filed of Bodo literature.
Now a days he is became famous in the field of Bodo literature and occupied good space as a famous
short story writer among the Bodo authors.

3. Aim of Objective

The main target or aim of writing this article is that the author reflects the different social image of the
Bodos through his capability of writing and in addition to this the writer want to teach the future writer
of the Bodo community how to show the social image of the Bodo community such that they clearly
learn the social image of the Bodo community.

4. Method
The explanation method is used to completely write this article.

5. Sources

The primary sources and secondary sources are considered as the source for completing this article. The
short story book “Mr. Hybridni Gwlwmdwi arw Mwdwi” written by Z. D. Basumatary is taken as the
primary source for completing this article and different books from different writers, magazine, journal
books are taken as the secondary source for this article.

6. The story

Samajit and Mwinathi got married when they were studying at college though their parents were against
their decision. Their parents thought that after completion of college study they will be became strength
and successful in their life then they will be married. But they did not care the beautiful advice of their
parents and they replied as “Sm & g @ s@ a1 to their parents. They said to their father that if required

then they will go to college both together after the marriage. It is not tolerable the discussion of people
on them. They both Samajit and Mwinathi got married at the temple against their parents thought during
their Higher Secondary study period after just they pass the HSLC examination by escaping from their
home.

They hope that they will live very peace and satisfied life after their marriage. But their hopes were
spoiled one by one after their marriage. They started to study at college as per their decision but their
hope was not fulfilled. They could not live a peace life after the marriage; their life became a tragedy
life. Samajit could not run smoothly of their family so he was searching job and one day he works as a
Mohori under a contractor of BRPL of Dhaligaon. He could not manege to do the Mohori job from his
own residence so he took a house in rent near the Dhaligaon town. They start to stay at the rent house
but during their rent house life Mwinathi start to observe the living standards of the other family and
neighbors. She found that all the service man, contractor and wine seller admitted their children to the
private English medium school. In addition to this she also thought on the inside that she will also give
admission to her child to the English medium school.

Mwinathi asked to her husband to collect admission form from the English medium school when their
child Alongbar became three years old as per her desire of mind. Samajit became very much puzzle to
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expenditure his little salary as he has to pay house rent, son’s uniform dress, school fees and daily life
expenditure for running their family. He thought from start to end of his income and expenditure then he
expresses to his wife that he would not be possible to admit his son to a English medium school.
Mwinathi could not accept the decision her husband. If her husband could not admit their son to an
English medium school due to small amount of salary then she will try to admit their son to an English
medium school by selling wine also. Samajit have to accept wife’s decision since she has given high
pressure to her decision. He also expresses that if their son’s study could not complete then the fault
would not be his and should be from his wife. He also became glad by thinking that he can test the wine
which will be sold by her.

Mwinathi admitted her son to an English medium school as per her thought by selling wine. In spite of
this she also admitted their second daughter Nijwra to an English medium school by earning money of
selling wine. But Samajit and Mwinathi could not provide the proper environment of study to their
children as they thought to provide their children, because now a days they are running their family by
selling wine. So now a days the drunker gather at their house in every morning and night. And their
children could not study well in this kind of environment. On the other side, Samajit also not only test
the wine but he started to drinks, and by this way he left to go to his job these days. His health also
became very bad by consuming more wine day by day. The hope of Mwinathi that by earning money by
them is becoming hopeless gradually. The condition of the family became worst day by day.

The elder son Alongbar fails two times in class seven this year who was studying at one English medium
school of Dhaligaon. So, his father Samajit took him to a nearby Bodo Medium school to take his
admission. The school Principal gave them a transfer certificate as per their rule and regulation of the
school authority. But they did not get admission to the Bodo medium school on the other hand they were
scolded by the school authority for making their son’s incomplete in study. The boy who does not know
to recognize and read the Bodo letters then how will he be directly admitted to class seven of Bodo
medium. It will be better if he admitted to class one or class two. But the age of Alongber does not allow
it.

Samajit got a big shame for his son’s performance and due to this he drunk to much wine and scold his
wife badly. Earlier time when I was protest against the admission to English medium school then you did
not care me. Now you search the ways to solve it but I have no solution for all these. Mwinathi was
sleeping silently because she has no answer to reply to her husband since she was admitted their son and
daughter at the English medium school though her husband protest against her during the admission.

7. The social image reflected through the story

7.1 Child marriage (Undwi Bwiswyao Haba Janai)

The repeated event that found in the Bodo community is the child marriage which is a very sadful and
due to the child marriage, they have to face many dangerous situations. The young men of the Bodo
community trapped in the child marriage by choosing their own partner during their study time by
neglecting higher studies by which they can live a peaceful life. They thought that the advice and protest
given by their parents is false. They have to face many problems due to child marriage and at the end
they have to realized their fault. This kind of event is found in the short story through the character of
Samajit and Mwinathi as they got child marriage and their future came a cover of darkness.

7.2 Elopement marriage (Kharnanwi Haba Janai)

The very bad and dirty marriage of the Bodo society is the elopement marriage where the young boy and
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girls do marriage away from their home without thinking the reason thereof. The elopement marriage is
not considered as a part of marriage in the Bodo society though they considered the girls flee away
marriage. Every parent hope and encourage that their young son and daughter that they should live
independent life after completing their academic career. But now a days many students are not conscious
for their future life and live as an idle life whereas they have to face many problems in their life. The
boys and girls who were studying they rejects the advice of their parents and they got elopement
marriage during study and then they have to face many problems and became helpless in their life from
every side. This kind of event is found in the story through the main character of Samajit and Mwinathi
of the story. The family members of Samajit and Mwinathi was not interested for their child marriage
due to their strong love of the young age. Both parents from each family want them that they have to
complete their academic career and became strong to build and run their future life. But they did not care
the advice of their parents and neglect it. They said “Yw w2 @t s, if it required, they will go college

after marriage also. How much they have to tolerate the watching of evil eyes of the public on their love.
They got elopement marriage in a temple after just pass of metric examination and just start to go to HS
class as per their plan and decision. They start to go college as per their decision after the marriage but it
could not continue for long period. They could not stay in peace condition after they feet on the hot sand
of the marriage life. This result a sadful life to their marriage life and they have to search the way of
living by hook and crook. The sadful marriage life of Samajit and Mwinathi by marrying elopement
marriage without accepting the advice of their parents is reflected through the story which is an event
repeatedly seen among the Bodo society.

7.3 The problem arises in the field of education of Bodo society

Once upon a time, there was a faith that the parents of the Bodo community interested to make their
children expert in the agricultural work and house chores than the education. But due to change in time,
the parents of the Bodo community also thought about the education for their child in addition to the
agricultural works and household chores. This shows that the parents of the Bodo community could
understand that without the education that the people could not survive in this modern age which is an
appreciable for the parents. But it is also mentionable that the rich family of the Bodo community use to
teach their child to the private English medium school and by seeing this the people from the poor
family also try to teach their child to the private English medium school but they could not meet the
expenditure for their child when the classes of their child became higher and higher, so the study of their
child became incomplete and could not continue for further study. This kind of event is found through
the life of Samajit and Mwinathi that happened events to their life through the story. Samajit and
Mwinathi got child marriage during their very young age in which age they have to earn education, and
they became helpless to run their family, so Samajit have to work as a Mohori under a contractor of
BRPL to run their family. It was becoming difficult to him to do his job by travelling from his home so
he shifted to Dhaligaon by where he took a rent house with his family. Mwinathi seen that many families
were teaching their child to a private school and English medium school. So, her mind also irritated to
teach their child to a private school and English medium school though her husband was not interested
to teach their child to a private school. But their son Alongbar fails two times in class VII since they
could not provide good environment to his study. So Samajit took his son to take admission to a nearby
Bodo medium school. The principal of the English medium school gave them TC as per the rule and
regulations of the school authority. The Bodo medium school did not accept Alongbar to their school and
Samajit was scold by the school authority of the Bodo medium for their wrong decision for making
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incomplete education career of their son. The student who do not know how to read and write of Bodo
language then how he can be directly admitted to class VII of Bodo Medium? It will be better if he
studies from class I or II. But the age of Alongbar does not allow to study from class I or II. Samajit got
a big shame for his son’s performance and due to this he drunk to much wine and scold his wife badly.
Earlier time when I was protest against the admission to English medium school then you did not listen
to me. Now you search the ways to solve it but I have no solution for all these. Mwinathi was sleeping
silently because she has no answer to reply to her husband since she was admitted their son and daughter
at the English medium school though her husband protest against her during the admission.

It is found that many parents like Samajit and Mwinathi gave admission to the private school and
English medium school but they could not bear the expenditure when classes of their children go to high,
so their children have to left school and could not complete their academic career as reflected in the
story. The many students of the Bodo community has to left their school during their study time as they
are not getting proper environment at their home for study which is generally found among the Bodo
society as reflected through the story.

7.4 Ruined due to consumption of wine in Bodo society

The Bodos has been living since inception of time by eating different types of food. And among these
types of food system, they also used to drink wine as drinking food. Bodo people are very hard labour
people and to release stresses due to hard labour, they used to drink wine after hard labour. In spite of
these, they used to drink the wine in the marriage festivals, during worship like Kherai, death ritual
festival and etc. If we know how to use the wine then it gives benefit to us and on the other hand it
harms us if we do not know how to use it. If we drink limited amount of wine or in good ways then it
keeps our health strong and give energy for doing work. But many people used it more than the body can
tolerate which result weak in their health and became unhealthy. On the other side, many people became
lazy in their works due to more consumption of wine and with respect to this their family also became
poorer to poorer. This results the ruined of the family were its losses his wife and children. This kind of
sadful life is found in the life of Samajit and Mwinathi which is reflected through the story. Sam was
running his family by doing the Mohori job in the initial stage. But when he started to drink wine and his
habit became character by consuming more and more with day by day, where he became weak and
unhealthy. He left the job of Mohori gradually as he starts the habit of drinks. This results him a bad
health, it became very much difficult to run his family as he left his job and his family became very
weak. The academic career of their children stopped in the midway, their family life became
indiscipline, so the family totally ruined in the midway of their life. This kind of event that occur in the
family of Samajit and Mwinathi is generally found in repeatedly in the Bodo society which is clearly
reflected through the story Asokhanda.

7.5 Wine business among the Bodos

The main way of living of the Bodos is the cultivating of agriculture. Among the Bodos, some people are
lack of land who select the other way of earning for living their life. The woman of the family also tries
to help in running the family as much as the man do. So, in family where man or husband is not there
then the woman of the family has to take all the headache for running the family, they have to search the
way of earning to run their family and some of the woman of the Bodo community try to run their family
by selling the wine. In spite of this, if the man or husband of the family does not take the responsibility
or could not take responsibility of running the family and the family is weak financially then the woman
or wife of the family helps the family by earning money to run the family and this is done by the
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business of selling wine which is generally seen in the Bodo society. But off and on it is seen that some
family use the wine in huge amount which results in ruin of family in spite of use of the wine to a good
environment by using it in limited ways. Samajit and Mwinathi did their elopement marriage as they are
in love with each other when they are studying in HS level without thinking their future. He has to work
as a Mohori under a contractor of BRPL to run his new marriage family. It was becoming very tough to
him to run his three-member family with the job of Mohori. So Mwinathi thought that she will be
fulfilled the shortage of the family and study of their child to a private English Medium school by selling
wine. But the moral target of Mwinathi that she will be fulfilled their required and child’s study by
selling wine could not fulfilled. This is because the customer of wine come to their house continuously.
In this condition, they could not provide good environment for the study of their child. The children are
also could not progress as they did not get good environment for studies. On the other side, Samajit also
became a drunker man as he started with initially as a tester of the wine and gradually, he started
drinking in daily basis and as a result he left to go to his duty. His health also became very bad with
swelling body and he became workless. Mwinathi thought that she could improve the condition of the
family by selling wine but the condition of the family became worst day by day. This results the living of
their family life incomplete from every side. It is seen repeatedly in the Bodo society as it is reflected in
the story that Mwinathi start to do business of wine to help in running their family which leads their
family in worst condition also when her husband could not run their family by doing the job of Mohori

properly.

8. Conclusions

Observing all the points as mentioned above it may be concluded that the short story “Asokhanda” is a
complete short story which reflects all the social image of the Bodo society. Because through this short
story it is seen that the child marriage in the Bodo society becoming more and more which result in
helpless in life, becoming worst condition of a family by drinking more wine, the environment of a
family became worst due to the business of wine, and etc. This kind of event is found in the Bodo
society which is happened repeatedly. So, the author of this short story is advice through this story that
students of these days should earn clean education such that they can live an independent life and
satisfied and peace life. Because if a student do not earn good education within the fixed education
earning time, then their future will be helpless and hopeless. This kind of event is reflected through the
story where Samajit and Mwinathi got child marriage during their HS study without thinking deeply of
their future, and their family life became incomplete, and through this event the author request to learn
clean education by the students such that they can build the society by building good family of their
own.
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