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Abstract

International Society for Krishna Consciousness is a spiritual organization has its branches all over the
world. Goal of the organization is to spread Knowledge of Bhagabat Gita and educate world people with
the teachings of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupad’s goal was to train every
human being, how to back to Godhead. So ISKCON is an organization that has no political goal only
spiritual goal. It aims at peaceful living of human society. It believes in sanatana culture. It has no
ambition other than human resource development. But recent years in Bangladesh, ISKCON centers and
its devotees has suffered a lot. This is a serious crisis in human development. In this article some lights
are flashed in order to clear the misconception about the ISKCON people and their teachings.
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Introduction

God has created the intelligent species of human beings to serve him and his beautiful creation. There
are four lakh kind of human species out of eighty lakh of living species [13]. It is a surprise creation in
the living world. Human beings like to live in well-formed human society with best material
infrastructure. Human beings live their life according to their consciousness. General people live their
life with material consciousness. But for a peaceful life material consciousness is not sufficient. Material
consciousness makes one greed and restless. Spiritually conscious people are generally peaceful. To
make people spiritually conscious many spiritual societies are working around the world. One of such
societies 1s ISKCON (International Society for Krishna Consciousness)[10]. Of course there are many
spiritual societies called human religions, aim at material development. Purely spiritual societies are
very rare, so to say none. In the beginning, by some spiritually shout person called mahatma, send by
God may form a pure spiritual society in order to impart the teachings of God. But in long run it has
again got contaminated with material intentions. In 600 years back in India various devotional
movements had been found in order to spread bhakti movement among the human beings. Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu (1486 — 1534) spread pure devotional movement and established Gaudiya Sampradaya [1].
He spreads Krishna conscious movement throughout India by chanting the holy name of Lord Krishna.
Namasankirtan is the only way in koliyuga for beck to Godhead. It became weak during British rule in
India. By the hard work of Bhakti Vinod Thakur and Bhakti Sidhanta Thakur ( Goudiya Movement
Society) it was taken rebirth and spread its branches in northern and eastern part of India [2]. Goudiya
Society tried their best to spread the teachings of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in foreign countries, but hardly
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achieved any successful result [11]. But in last 60 years, Bhakibedanta swami prabhupad, who is said to
be the direct associate of Chaitanya mahaprabhu, made everyone surprise in spreading the teachings of
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu throughout the world after establishing ISKCON [3][8]. This ISKCON, also
known as Hare Krishna movement is a spiritual organization practices Gaudiya Vaishnavasim[4][5]. The
devotees worship Lord Vishnu and its avatars such as Lord Rama, Narashima, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
for their spiritual enhancement [6]. In Bangladesh, there are many ISKCON centers and it has spread
teachings of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu not only among the Hindu minority, but also provided shelter for
people from Muslim communities. It provides a best platform for peaceful living once people become
Krishna conscious [9]. But this is some how not realized by the people of Bangladesh. That is why there
were a number of attacks on ISKCON centers and devotees. In this article there are some discussions
about the motives of ISKCON for its branches worldwide.

Present Crisis in Bangladesh ISKCON centres

As the organization grows locally as well as globally, many local as well as global issues have taken
their stand within the organization as well as outside of it. One of such outside issues is attack on
ISKCON centers in Bangladesh. There local communities misinterpreted that ISKCON centers are
working for Hindu religion. Though majority of people in ISKCON are belongs to Hindu religion, It is
not a society of Hindus. It believes in Sanatan dharma. It is the oldest dharma of human beings started
by Lord Krishna himself [14]. Many divisions and re-divisions are taken place in this original dharma.
Its aim is to develop human resource to highest realm. The same knowledge is spreading by ISKCON. It
believes in no religions but human being. According to ISKCON all human beings are same and are
precious creation of Lord Krishna. Not only for human beings but also for all living beings ISKCON
people have the same feelings. All the living beings are part and parcel of Lord Krishna [13]. These
living beings are souls which are eternal and never decease. According to their past activities, they are
occupied by a material body which is non-permanent and is changeable. Just like a person becomes an
engineer after well completion of 4 years engineering degree. Similarly a soul in present body if fallen
badly from his consciousness, he will get a body of lower species. Raising his consciousness to spiritual
realization may get a body of demigod. But rising to Krishna consciousness in pure form makes one free
from all material pangs and capable one back to Godhead.

ISKCON has no motive to spread its imperialism throughout the word in order order to rule over it. Its
only aim is to spread Krishna consciousness to develop human beings with spiritual realization. This
development is the highest development of human resources. One can keep his feet in path of Krishna
consciousness if he will be free from all types of sinful activities. A sinful activity means doing
something against the law of nature. For example, an animal gets his life and it was killed by human
being is a sinful activity as it is against natural law that it is not given a chance to live its life span.
ISKCON spreads four regulative principles such as no killing, no intoxication, no gambling, and no
illicit sex. These four principles keep one away from all types of sinful activities. If whole human
society follows these four principles by heart and soul, than the whole world will be free from all types
of fighting and wars. Human living will be completely peaceful.

Conclusion
Spiritual realization should be free from all types of material contamination. The people in Bangladesh
who are against ISKCON devotees should realize that these people are trying to save them from gross
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ignorance instead of doing any harm to them. These people are only well-wishing friends for the whole

human society. They will do all auspicious to everyone’s life by following these people positively
instead of going against them. Of course this will happened only if all the devotees are pure devotees.
There shouldn't be any material enhancement in the devotee’s mind. One should be true servant of

Bhaktivedanda swami Prabhupad. Spreading Krishna consciousness is not a easy task. A devotee should
be initiated after he will free from all material contamination. Such devotees will be engaged for serving
Lord Krishna and would be trained for spread of Krishna consciousness. No one should have any
financial or imperialism motivation. Even there will be no motive of material growth of the organization.

Organization should have only spiritual motive and only goal is to spread Krishna consciousness.
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