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Abstract

Srimanta Sankardev(1449 AD-1568 AD) was a great saint, social reformer, and eminent scholar in
Indian culture. But many people may not be aware that he was also a distinguished philosopher,
educationist and teacher in his own inimitable way. To spread his religious faith in the society, he
realised the need and importance of mass literacy. So he made the SATTRAS and NAMGHARA, even
today, becomes village parliament, village court, village school place. He reformed the religious evil
practices of the society through the SATTRAS and NAMGHARS after a good deal of discussions away
the devotees. The institutions are mainly based on democratic principles which are the essential features
of Indian democracy. He abolished the barriers of cast and creed, high and low in the society and also
education system. He introduced some important methods of teaching for the mass education,

This paper is an attempt to focus the contribution of Sankardev’s philosophy in the field of education
and its relevance in present society,
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INTRODUCTION

In the 14" — 15" century our society witnessed a close conflict of religious value among the people. It
was at that stage in the middle decades of 15" century a divine personality arose to fight against the
prevailing religious such as Saktism, Tantricism which was sacrificing animals and even human beings.
He was Srimanta Sankardeva who made his appearance like a shining the firmament in the religious,
social philosophical reformer. Srimanta Sankardeva was a man of great personality and divine
spirituality. He was a great scholar, artist, spiritualist, moralist, social reformer, a teacher of manifold
genius, nation builder and democrater. He laid the Vaishnative monent to bring unity among the multi-
ethnic population of the Brahmaputra Valley. As a social reformer he had Sanskritise the ethnic groups
and assimilates them with the national main stream. His followers regarded him as Mahapurush and
incarnation of God because of his multi-faceted contribution to the mankind as well as his perfect life.

OBJECTIVE
The main objective of the paper is to study about contribution of Sankardeva in the field of education
and its relevance in the present society.
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METHODOLOGY

The methodology used here is explanatory and descriptive. The materials for the study have been
collected from primary and secondary sources of data. Primary data and information have been
collected through personal interview and secondary data have been collected from books, journals and
websites.

SANKARDEVA’S PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

Sankardeva was not a philosopher nor did he endeavour to evolve a new philosophy. Nevertheless his
library works are pointer of the fact that he was steeped in the lore of Hindu Philosophy. He preached a
unique philosophy and his teachings were unique in several aspects.

Sankardeva was dissatisfied with the existing system of education because education in those days was a
privileged available to only a limited few belonging to the upper classes of the society. People at large
remained buried in the dark abyss of ignorance and illiteracy. The enlightened and socially conscious
disciples of Srimanta Sankardeva constituted a microscopic minority in this vast sea of illiterate masses.
But nevertheless Srimanta Sankardeva and his followers engaged themselves in the work of propagating
knowledge and wisdom in their own ways. His teachings were always full of advice about an ideal life.
His philosophy of education is a reflection of his general philosophy of life.

SANKARDEVA’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIELD OF EDUCATION:-

MASS EDUCATION

Sankardeva was a profound dedicated teacher for the masses. To spread his religious faith in the society
he realised the need and importance of mass literacy. So he made the Sattras and the Namghars as
centres of learning. He abolished the barriers of caste and creed, high and low, in his learning centre. His
educational organisation is based on the principle of embracing one to all enjoying the privileged of
equal status.

UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD

Sankardeva is able to prepare a common platform for mankind by virtue of his broadness of outlook and
teachings. It was India and undoubtedly in North East part Sankardeva was the person to bring the kings
and the beggars, the Brahmins and the out castes, wise and ignorant into one platform sitting together,
thinking together, aspiring together and praying together. Therefore Sankardeva’s disciples were from
different caste and tribes. “Gobinda Giri”(a Garo), “Jayhari”’(a Bhutia), “Chandsai”’( a member of the
minority Muslim), “Ananta Kndali” (Brahmin), ‘“Madhavadeva” (Kayastha), “Narahari” (Ahom),
“Paramnanda” (Mishing), “Jayram” (Bhutia). His ultimate aim was to form unique nation on the basis of
universal brotherhood.

AIMS OF EDUCATION

Sankardeva emphasised to produce moral and spiritual man through his teaching. He  prescribed
certain qualification necessary to acquire moral virtues like honesty, loyalty, fellow feeling, truthfulness,
self control, freedom promote the social efficiency of his disciples.

The first and foremost principle of his teaching was to develop the sense of unity among the people. The
main message conveyed to all was that there was no inter-difference between man and man, all being
expositions of the same God.

Another aim of his teachings was worship of God and attainment of Mukti. He preached absolute self-
surrender to God. One should dedicate everything belonging to one the almighty God and submit oneself
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at the same time at this disposal. God then talks entire responsibility of the devotee. This has been
clearly explained in his “Balichalan”.

METHODS OF TEACHINGS

Sankardeva introduced some important methods of teaching for the mass education as follows:

1. Discussion method:He introduced the question and answer technique for discussion of various
topics. Generally the common people who were illiterate came to the Namghar or Sattras and put
questions for clarification of their ideas and the literate person or scholar discussed the matter in
general and remove the difficulties from their minds.

2. Lecture method: In the time of Sankardeva lecture method was popularised. When common
people gathered in Namghars and Sattras, one of them (who is scholar) read the Dramaputhi and
explain all these. Then others listened.

3. Play way method: He introduced the play way method to teach social, moral, spiritual ideas
through songs (Borgeet), dance (Oja pali, Dau dhain netro, Satria netra), Bhawna (performance),
Ankiya Nats (one act plays), Dhulia and Khuliya performance etc. Thus he introduced the teaching
of dramatisation in education. (Chihna Yatra).

4. Learning by doing: Sankardeva appreciated the activity principles of teaching and learning in 15%
century through drum beating, Bhawna, Ankiya nat, dance with different Mudras and gestures.

5. Audio visual aids: Namghar and Sattras were the agency of non-formal learning. These were
regular chanting of the Kirtana, Bhagawata and the Namagusha. Some material are used in religious
activities or praising God such as Dhul, Khul, Tal and songs, dance Bhawna, Ankiya Nats were used
to bring interest and attention in his disciples.

CURRICULUM:

The curriculum was very much present in the writing of Srimanta Sankardeva. He recommended
literature, songs(Borgeet), Bhawana, Ankiya Nats in the curriculam of his teaching. In literature
Sankardeva used to introduce new language known as “Brajawali”. His writing with this language has
brought the common people of North East India integrated. Kirtan Ghosa, Dashama, Bhagawata ,Bhakti
Pradip and Gunamala were of his great literacy works.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION--

Srimanta Sankardeva imparted knowledge of vocational education too. He was a master of craft man. He
supervised the manufacturing of musical instrument as well as other accessories used by disciples in
rendering of his songs under his guidance. He had also been in-charge of one hundred weaver families.
He helped those people increase their productivity and income. He was a great artist and painter. His
painting works drew the attention of the common people and developed the spirit of self service. Thus he
created a class of skilled workers known’ Khanikars’. This lead to the introduction of cottage industries
in the villages of Assam.

WOMEN EDUCATION--

In the ‘Neo-Viashnavism’ women were not allowed to enter in the main prayer hall i.e. ’Kirtan Ghar’
and Satras. However, Sankardeva was considered the number of women to participate in the rituals of
Sattras in day time. Kanaklata, the grand daughter in law of Sankardeva played an important role in
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managing the ‘Sattras’. Women in other parts of the country got avenues through the medium of the
Bhakti Movement to give vent to their creativity and satisfy their spiritual thirst. He depicted female
character in a prestigious status in his drama like ‘Rukmini-harana’.

DISCIPLINE

Sankardeva reminded the devotee to abide by the norms of a disciplined life. He seems to have laid more
emphasis on the control of senses. He enriched the self-control and self-discipline found in his system of
Sarana and Bhayana. Some rules and regulations were taught by the Guru such as regular bathing
morning and evening prayer, Nam Kirtana, respect for elders and teachers etc.

ROLE OF STUDENTS

Students played a passive role in learning because they only obey their teacher’s advice. They had to
follow three paths for attainment of Lord:

a. Jyana (Knowledge)

b. Karma (Renunciation/Action)

c. Bhakti (devotion)

These three parts are mutually interlinked. Highest important has been attached to Bhakti. He regarded
Bhakti as superior to mukti. Bhakti is also described in ‘Bhakti Ratnakar’ as being itself the
emancipation (Mukti).

The students learnt through mainly three methods Sravana (listening), Kirtana (chanting) and Manan
(memorise). Sravana and Kirtana is necessary for the purification of the mind which in turn leads to
supreme devotion.

The students who lived with Guru at Sattras, they must perform all the manual work such as: cooking,
cleaning etc. The students must also do some duties for the Guru.

RELEVANC IN THE PRESENT SOCIETY:

Sankardeva can rightly be called the father of modern Assamese race. His education system influenced
great many educations for the 20" centuries. He showed a new way to coming generation and as such,
he occupies a very prominent place in the fields of education.

In the teaching of Sankardeva we have seen that the principles and the essence of all religions
beautifully reflected truth and non-violence love and pity, fraternity and equality, humanity and found in
his teachings. He is able to prepare a common platform for mankind by virtue of his broadness of
outlook and teachings. His reformative activities are now reflected through the modern education.

The great contribution of Sankardeva is democracy in education. Democracy stands for providing
equalisation of education opportunities to all which is introduced in our Indian constitution.

We have seen that sense of the concept Sankardeva preached like community development, adult
education, non-formal education, Panchayaty Raj which are introduced by the National Government in
present society.

“Namghar” which was established by Sankardeva is the centre of social and moral teaching and training
of our society. This institution mainly based on democratic principles which are the essential features of
Indian democracy.

As we see in the methods of teachings which were introduced by Sankardeva, are now appreciated and
adopted by the modern educationist. Play way method encourages pupils to learn through self-effort and

IJFMR250662238 Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025 4



https://www.ijfmr.com/

i International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijffmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

creative activity in real life situations. Modern educators stress that children should be taught through
play-way. It was Sankardeva who introduced the dramatisation of teaching. His Satriya dance was
recognised as a classical dance from in 2000 AD by Sangeet Natak Academy of India.

Sankardeva’s vocational and cottage industries draw the attention of the common people and develop the
spirit of self service. This laid the foundation of practical teaching and work experience introduced in
modern education.

The concept of women emancipation is found in nineteenth century literature, Mr. Henric Ibsen’s in the
“A Doll’s House”. In this respect Sankardeva was far advancement by about 314 years when he
described the protest of Sita against the authority of her husband Ram as depicted in the “Uttrakanda
Ramayana”.

Hence the teaching of Sankardeva is becoming more relevant day by day.

CONCLUSION

Now Sankardeva is acknowledge as the symbol of spiritual emotional and national integration. His
principal disciple Madhavedeva mentioned him in his book “Nam Ghosa” as thecriterion of all virtues
“Sarvagunakar”. We have all seen these attributes in his personality. Sankardeva had gone away from us
but his teachings will inspire us forever. His idealistic approach in teaching leads everyone to realise the
self, the absolute “Reality”.

So we have a duty to spread his ideology and build a positive image in the world perspective.
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