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Abstract:

This bibliometric study investigates global research progress on the dowry system to identify present
conditions, collaborative patterns, and areas needing further inquiry. This study, which includes citation,
co-authorship, and keyword analyses, synthesises scholarly output from the past decades with a primary
focus on countries where dowry practices are highly prevalent. Results reveal a prominent body of
literature centred on socio-economic drivers, impacts on women’s rights, social justice, and legislative
responses. Research outputs indicate strong institutional contributions from South Asian countries but
limited international collaboration. Thematic analyses show dominant clusters concerning violence,
marriage, and legal frameworks, while keyword co-occurrence exposes key research gaps, such as
longitudinal policy assessments, psychological effects, and rural-urban differences.
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Introduction

The dowry system remains one of the most persistent and problematic socio-cultural practices in many
societies, particularly in South Asia. Despite legal prohibitions and decades of activism, demands for
dowry continue to exert economic pressure and contribute to domestic violence and, in extreme cases,
result in dowry-related deaths. It is vital to understand how scholarly research has evolved on this issue,
the specific topics that scholars are exploring, the nature of collaborative efforts, and the areas where gaps
persist. This understanding is essential for informing future policy, advocacy, and academic initiatives. A
bibliometric exploration provides a systematic approach to mapping the literature, revealing patterns,
collaboration networks, and under-researched areas.

Literature Review

The dowry system has been extensively studied from a sociohistorical perspective, with scholars tracing
its origins to various ancient civilisations. Early research indicates that dowry, defined as the transfer of
wealth from the bride’s family to the groom or the marital household, was present in ancient Mesopotamia,
Greece, Rome, and Egypt (Goody, 1973). In these societies, dowry primarily served as a portion of
parental property allocated to daughters and as a means of economic security within marriage. However,
its manifestations and functions evolved in distinct ways across different cultures.

Scholars highlight that early Vedic texts refer to stridhan, a form of voluntary gift that remains the
woman’s own property (Sharma, 1980). This interpretation is consistent with Altekar’s (1956) assertion
that dowry in ancient India was initially intended to provide economic protection for women within a
patriarchal family framework. However, during the Gupta period, shifts in landholding patterns, the
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consolidation of patriarchal structures, and a decline in women's inheritance rights led to the evolution of
dowry from voluntary gifts to a more institutionalised practice (Chattopadhyay, 1999).

Mediaeval literature further suggests that dowry became interwoven with religious and social customs,
through the ritual of kanya-dana, or the “gift of the maiden”, which implicitly connected marriage
transactions to social status. Anthropologists such as Kapadia (1955) contend that as caste hierarchies
became more entrenched, dowry emerged as a symbol of prestige among upper-caste Hindus,
subsequently spreading to other communities through mechanisms of social emulation.

Modern scholarship frequently addresses the colonial period as a pivotal era. The British legal codification
of property rights, which favoured male inheritance, undermined women's customary access to family
wealth (Oldenburg, 2002). This legal transformation, coupled with the emergence of modern education
and salaried employment, gave rise to a "groomprice" market characterised by escalating dowry demands
(Srinivasan, 2005). Research from the late 19th and early 20th centuries (e.g., Rao, 1993) documents the
proliferation of dowry practices in communities that had traditionally engaged in bride pricing, suggesting
a shift in the system towards a more transactional and economically exploitative form.

Contemporary research links historical developments to current issues of dowry-related violence and
gender inequalities. Scholars observe that the ongoing societal expectation of dowry is deeply entrenched
in historical norms of patriarchy, property distribution, and competition for status (Banerjee &amp; Duflo,
2011). Although legal measures such as the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961 have been introduced,
historical literature indicates that dowry persists due to its deep-rooted presence in long-standing socio-
cultural structures.

Early sociological and anthropological studies have focused on the cultural integration of dowry within
kinship and marital frameworks. Studies, such as those conducted by Anderson (2007), provide evidence
that dowry payments in India are closely associated with caste status, marriage market structures, and
patriarchal norms. Economists such as Botticini and Siow (2003) assert that historically, dowry served as
a means for bequests; however, in modern societies, it often deviates from this function due to alterations
in property rights and gender norms. Anthropological research by Nicholas (1982) examines how dowry
practices have spread from upper to lower castes through processes of social mobility and status emulation,
thereby further entrenching their prevalence.

A substantial body of research investigates the social and gendered consequences associated with dowry
practices. The connection between dowry demands and violence has been thoroughly documented. Bloch
and Rao (2002) present empirical evidence indicating a correlation between dowry-related tensions and
domestic violence, illustrating that husbands may resort to violence to extract higher transfers from the
bride’s family. Additionally, studies in public health and gender studies associate dowry pressures with
mental health issues, marital instability, and increased vulnerability for women within the marital
household.

The demographic impacts have also been well-studied. Scholars such as Amartya Sen (1990) and later
researchers have connected the devaluation of daughters exacerbated by dowry expectations to skewed
sex ratios, female infanticide, and selective abortion. Scholars view these demographic distortions not
only as cultural decisions, but also as structural reactions to the economic strain dowry practices impose.
The existing research predominantly relies on macro-level data or case studies concentrated on specific
regions, particularly northern and southern India. Although these studies offer valuable insights, they fail
to address micro-level variations in dowry practices within rural, periurban, and marginalised
communities. Consequently, there is a lack of empirical evidence regarding the operation of dowry in
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tribal populations, minority communities, and economically disadvantaged groups, whose experiences are
often under-represented.

The literature primarily reflects economic and sociological perspectives, with a notable scarcity of studies
that use intersectional and feminist theoretical frameworks to elucidate the ongoing prevalence of dowry
in contemporary society. This highlights a significant gap in our understanding of how various identities
and socio-economic positions collectively contribute to women's susceptibility to dowry-related pressures.
Thirdly, while multiple authors have highlighted the link between dowry and domestic violence, there
remains a dearth of longitudinal research examining these relationships over time. Most studies are based
on cross-sectional data, which limits their capacity to analyse causal pathways or understand how dowry-
related abuse develops at various stages of marriage. There is a notable absence of long-term qualitative
studies that investigate family negotiations, intergenerational attitudes, and the progression of marital
dynamics within the existing literature.

Fourth, policy-orientated literature highlights that, although laws such as the Dowry Prohibition Act
(1961) have been extensively studied, there is a notable lack of research regarding their implementation,
enforcement mechanisms, and perceptions within communities. Scholars have pointed out the significant
gap between legal frameworks and their practical effectiveness on the ground. However, empirical studies
examining police responsiveness, judicial processes, reporting barriers, and the lived experiences of
survivors remain limited.

Overall, the literature indicates that the dowry system is still not fully understood in several critical areas,
despite receiving considerable academic attention. Addressing these research gaps—through the use of
intersectional, longitudinal, and comparative methodologies—could enhance scholarly understanding and
lead to more effective policy interventions aimed at alleviating the socio-economic and gender-based
harms linked to dowry.

Objectives of the Study

1. The aim of this study is to examine the growth and distribution of scholarly publications on the dowry
system across various time periods, regions, and academic disciplines.

2. The objective is to identify the most influential authors, institutions, and journals that contribute to
research on the dowry system.

3. The objective of this study is to analyse collaboration patterns among researchers, institutions, and
countries engaged in dowry-related research.

4. The objective is to delineate the thematic structure of current research via keyword analysis, co-
occurrence networks, and thematic clustering.

5. The objective is to identify works with high citation counts and assess their impact on shaping the
academic discourse surrounding the dowry system.

6. The objective is to evaluate changes in research trends over time, encompassing emerging themes,
methodological approaches, and novel areas of inquiry.

7. The aim is to identify research gaps and underexplored aspects within the existing literature on the
dowry system, thereby providing guidance for future academic and policy-orientated research.

Methodology of the Bibliometric Exploration
The following scope is established to ensure clarity, consistency, and replicability in the bibliometric
exploration of the dowry system. This study will primarily utilise the Scopus database, which is known

IJFMR250662250 Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025 3



http://www.ijfmr.com/

~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

(i)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijffmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

for its extensive coverage of peer-reviewed journals, comprehensive citation indexing, and
appropriateness for bibliometric analysis. Scopus has been selected due to its inclusion of a significant
volume of international and interdisciplinary research, providing the reliable metadata necessary for
bibliometric evaluation. Additional databases, such as Google Scholar, may be employed for triangulation
purposes. The study encompasses publications from 1982 to 2024. This time range has been chosen as it
captures over four decades of academic research, facilitating a thorough longitudinal analysis.

Search Terms and Query Strategy
"TITLE-ABS-KEY ( Dowry system ) AND PUBYEAR > 1979 AND PUBYEAR < 2025"

Authors Authors of single-authored d International Co-Authorship
Reterences Document Average Age Average citations per doc

Fig. 1. Main information on affective computing
Fig. 1 examines the research landscape over a 42-year period (1982-2024), analysing a total of 286

Timespan

1982:2024

documents published across 198 sources. The field exhibits a steady annual growth rate of 7.26%,
indicating a growing scholarly interest. The research community comprises 624 authors, with an average
of 3.77 co-authors per paper, reflecting a robust collaborative culture. No single-authored papers were
identified, while international co-authorship accounts for 9.44%, suggesting that most collaborations occur
within the same country or region. Keyword analysis reveals a total of 704 author keywords, reflecting a
wide thematic diversity. The dataset includes 2158 references, indicating a well-established and
interconnected research base. The average age of the documents is 12.8 years, suggesting a reliance on
both foundational and contemporary work. Overall, the field demonstrates consistent growth, active
collaboration, and diverse research themes, with an average of 19.51 citations per document, underscoring
the impact and relevance of the literature.
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Fig. 2. Annual Scientific Production

IJFMR250662250 Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025 4



http://www.ijfmr.com/

~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijffmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

Research on the dowry system shows in Fig. 2. Annual Scientific Production a slow and irregular start
from 1982 to the early 2000s, with very few papers published each year. After 2005, output begins to rise
gradually, marked by occasional fluctuations. A sharp increase appears around 2011, indicating growing
academic attention. From 2015 onward, the trend becomes consistently upward, reaching its highest
publications between 2020-2023. Overall, the data reflects a shift from limited early studies to a steadily
expanding research field.
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Fig. 3. Most relevant Affiliations

Fig. 3. The analysis of the most relevant affiliations indicates that research on the dowry system is spread
across a diverse array of universities, with the majority of institutions contributing only a limited number
of publications. Several universities, such as Maseno University, Government Medical College, GIET
Engineering College, and Egerton University, have each produced approximately four papers, suggesting
a modest level of engagement. A select few institutions demonstrate greater productivity. The RCC
Institute of Information Technology, the University of Colorado School of Medicine, and the Sathyabama
Institute of Science and Technology have contributed between five and six publications, reflecting a more
sustained involvement. Universitatea din Bucuresti is notable for its nine publications, while Adamas
University stands out with twelve, establishing it as the leading institution in this research area.
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Keyword Analysisldentified by Bradford’s Law

Bradford’s Law distribution (see Fig. 4) reveals that a limited number of journals serve as the primary
sources for research on the dowry system. These core journals account for the majority of articles, whereas
the remaining sources contribute only a handful of papers each. The pronounced decline in the curve
highlights a concentration of scholarly output within a select group of key journals—such as History of
the Family, Indian Journal of Forensic Medicine, and various demographic and social science publications.
This trend suggests that research related to dowry is predominantly centred in a few specialised journals,
while a broader array of peripheral sources provide sporadic contributions.

Country Articles Articles % SCP MCP MCP %
INDIA 39 13.6 35 4 10.3
USA 18 6.3 15 3 16.7
UNITED KINGDOM 8 2.8 8 0 0
ITALY 6 2.1 6 0 0
FRANCE 5 1.7 5 0 0
BANGLADESH 4 1.4 3 1 25
CANADA 4 1.4 3 1 25
CROATIA 4 1.4 4 0 0
SPAIN 4 1.4 4 0 0
AUSTRALIA 3 1 3 0 0

Table 1. Country-wise Scientific Contribution

The country analysis (Table 1) indicates that India is the predominant contributor, accounting for 13.6%
of all publications. Most of these are single-country studies, with only 10.3% involving international
collaboration. The USA follows in second place, contributing 6.3% of the total output and exhibiting a
higher proportion of multi-country publications (16.7% MCP), which suggests a stronger level of global
collaboration. In contrast, the United Kingdom, Italy, France, Croatia, and Spain each contribute between
1.4% and 2.8%, yet all of their studies are solely single-country publications, lacking any international co-
authorship. Countries such as Bangladesh, Canada, and Australia have smaller contributions overall;
however, both Bangladesh and Canada demonstrate the highest percentage of multi-country publications
(25%), indicating a greater engagement in cross-border research activities.

Paper Total TC per | Normalized | Google
Citations | Year TC Citations
DAS GUPTA, 2003, J DEV STUD 646 28.09 | 2.62 1373
KAIKA, 2000, INT J URBAN REG RES 492 18.92 1.88 873
RAO, 1997, SOC SCI MED 288 9.93 6.74 629
PADGETT, 2006, AM J SOCIOL 202 10.10 3.27 390
DAS GUPTA, 1999, DEV CHANGE 158 5.85 1.95 99
KOUSIS, 1989, ANN TOUR RES 124 3.35 2.66 330
MULLATTI, 1995, J COMP FAM STUD 111 3.58 4.48 278
HADI, 2001, INT J POPUL GEOGR 88 3.52 3.58 248
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RASTOGI, 2006, TRAUMA VIOLENCE | 87 4.35 1.41 178
ABUSE
BHAT, 1999, POPUL STUD 84 3.11 1.04 176

Table 2. Most Influential Papers in Dowry-Related Research

Citation analysis, as illustrated in Table 2, reveals that a small group of papers has been instrumental in
shaping scholarly understanding of the dowry system and associated socio-economic issues. The most
influential work is Das Gupta (2003, Journal of Development Studies), which has garnered 646 citations
and boasts the highest Google Scholar impact, underscoring its foundational significance in the field. The
work is followed by the works of Kaika (2000) and Rao (1997), both of which have been extensively cited
across various social science disciplines, highlighting their enduring academic relevance. Additionally,
several other papers, including Padgett's (2006) and Das Gupta's (1999), exhibit strong yearly citation
rates, further emphasising their sustained influence over time. Contributions from Kousis (1989), Mullatti
(1995), Hadi (2001), Rastogi (2006), and Bhat (1999) are also significant, as they possess notable
normalised citation scores that establish them as key references in specialised research domains.
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Fig. 5. Keyword Analysis

The keyword cloud reveals that themes of marriage, gender, and human behaviour dominate research on
the dowry system. Prominent terms such as 'marriage', 'female', 'male’, and 'India' illustrate the social and
cultural context in which dowry practices are examined. Keywords like 'domestic violence', 'economics',
'socioeconomic factors', and 'women's rights' suggest that the literature often investigates the economic
determinants and gender-based inequalities linked to dowry. Furthermore, additional terms related to
crime, nuptiality, population, and adolescents underscore the multidimensional nature of dowry research,
encompassing social, economic, demographic, and public health perspectives. Overall, the distribution of
keywords reinforces the field’s emphasis on gendered social structures, economic pressures, and marriage-
related practices, particularly within developing countries.
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Fig. 6. Country—Author-Institution Linkages

The three-field plot illustrated in Fig. 6 reveals the collaborative structure of dowry-related research across
various countries, authors, and institutions. India distinctly stands out as the leading contributor,
generating the most significant flow of authors and institutional affiliations. Other countries, including
Turkey, the UK, Indonesia, Pakistan, Nepal, Malaysia, and the USA, also make contributions, albeit at
considerably lower levels. At the author level, a select group of highly active researchers creates strong
connections between different countries and institutions, highlighting their pivotal role in the knowledge
network of this field. The institutional connections indicate that universities such as the International
Institute for Population Sciences, Universitatea de Bucuresti, Adamas University, Sathyabama Institute of
Science and Technology, and the University of Colorado School of Medicine serve as major centres of
scholarly activity.

Conclusion

This bibliometric exploration of research on the dowry system highlights the expansion, shift, and
diversification of scholarly engagement with this long-standing social issue over time. The analysis shows
that legal studies, gender studies, sociology, and public health are the most common fields of research, but
that research output is still uneven across regions and fields. A significant portion of the literature
addresses the legal implications and health consequences of dowry practices; however, relatively few
studies investigate the structural, economic, and psychological dimensions that perpetuate the system in
contemporary society.Another key finding is the limited collaboration among authors, institutions, and
countries. This lack of coordinated research efforts diminishes the potential for comparative insights and
restricts the global visibility of dowry-related scholarship. Furthermore, there is a noticeable gap in
empirical evaluations of policy interventions, community-level initiatives, and awareness programmes
aimed at reducing dowry-related violence and discrimination.To address these gaps, a more
interdisciplinary, collaborative, and impact-orientated research agenda is necessary. Future studies should
incorporate perspectives from economics, psychology, cultural studies, data science, and social policy to
develop a more comprehensive understanding of the issue. Such an approach can enrich academic
discourse and inform stronger, evidence-based strategies designed to mitigate and ultimately eradicate the
harmful effects of the dowry system.
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