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Abstract

Education is essential for realizing complete human capabilities, creating a fair society, and fostering
national advancement. Ensuring all individuals have access to high-quality education is essential for
India to maintain its position of economic growth, social justice, scientific advancement, national unity,
and cultural preservation on the world stage. The most beneficial approach for enhancing and utilizing
the abundant talents and resources of our nation for the benefit of the individual, society, country, and
world is through the incorporation of comprehensive education opportunities coupled with valuable
skills. Education systems globally are undergoing transformation—moving away from rigid,
standardized pathways toward more flexible, learner-centric models. In India, the National Credit
Framework (NCrF) constitutes one of the keystones of this shift, as envisioned under the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The NCrF is intended as a meta-framework integrating academic,
vocational, and experiential learning across all levels-elementary to postgraduate. It seeks to break silos,
promote mobility, enable recognition of diverse learning, and make education more accessible and
tailored to individual learner needs.

This article explores the NCrF in detail: its background and organization, core goals, advantages it
promises, as well as the legitimate concerns and challenges it faces. The concluding section offers
suggestions and reflections for implementing it in a way that maximizes benefit and minimizes pitfalls.
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Prologue

Genesis

In line with this, the Indian Government has formed a High-Level Committee on 18th November 2021
to create a National Credit Accumulation & Transfer Framework for Vocational and General Education
under the chairmanship of Dr. Nirmaljeet Singh. The Credit Framework aims to combine academic and
vocational aspects of learning, allowing for seamless movement between the two and ensuring
adaptability. The Committee is made up of The National Credit Framework (NCrF), which is a program
that aims to establish a single and standardized system for acknowledging, assessing, and certifying the
educational accomplishments of individuals in India.

The National Education Policy 2020 set several key objectives: integration of general academic
education with vocational education; flexibility in entering, exiting, and re-entry; recognition of prior
learning; breaking down disciplinary and stream distinctions; promoting lifelong learning. The NCrF
emerges as a response to these goals. A high level Inter-Ministerial Committee was constituted,
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involving bodies such as UGC, AICTE, NCVET (National Council for Vocational Education &
Training), NIOS, CBSE, NCERT, DGT, the Ministry of Education, and Ministry of Skill Development.

What Is the NCrF?

® The introduction of NCrF could revolutionize the achievement of the goals set out in NEP, ensuring
flexibility and mobility while also establishing academic equality between general and ensuring
Vocational education is emphasized with the distinction between them being eliminated. Integration
of this nature will enable access. Many opportunities exist for students to advance further, as well as
for schools to connect with higher education, vocational training, and hands-on learning,
incorporating relevant skills and expertise. Enhanced professional skills attained to facilitate
transitioning in and out of vocational careers into mainstream education and vocational education
should be integrated to promote skill development.

o Meta-framework: It combines several existing frameworks under one umbrella:

1. National School Education Qualification Framework (NSEQF) — school (including pre-school,
primary, secondary).

2. National Higher Education Qualification Framework (NHEQF) — undergraduate, postgraduate,
doctorate.

3. National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF) — vocational, skill education, applied and
heritage crafts.

e Creditisation of Learning: All learning—academic, vocational, experiential (including internships,
projects, prior/professional experience)—can be assigned credits. Notional learning hours are used as
the basis: e.g. 30 notional learning hours correspond to one credit.

e Levels: The framework defines levels for learning and qualification. For school education, up to
Level 4; for higher / vocational / skill education, between Level 4.5 up through Level 8 (PhD).

e Academic Bank of Credits (ABC): A digital repository to store credits earned by learners. ABC
allows accumulation, transfer, and redemption of credits across institutions, streams, and modes of
learning.

How It’s Organized / Operationalized

o The NCrF is created to be versatile and all-encompassing. It is typically segmented into various tiers
that align with distinct levels of learning and expertise development.

o Stages of Education: The system is based on credits, with each stage representing a specific group of
skills and goals for learning. This encompasses schooling, vocational training, undergraduate, and
postgraduate education.

e Notional Learning Hours to Credits:
— A learner spends ~1,200 notional learning hours/year to earn 40 credits.
upscfever.com+2Manorama Yearbook+2

e Multiple Entry / Exit: Students can move in and out of programmes, institutions, or streams. This
promotes flexibility. [AS Gyan+1

e Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL): Learning outside formal education (e.g. work experience,
apprenticeships, traditional skills) can be credited. iasexam.com+2The New Indian Express+2

e Uniform Credit System Across Modes: In-person, online, blended learning, digital, vocational—all

modes are credit-eligible. India Today+1
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Goals of the NCrF

1. Standardizing credit recognition is a key objective, aiming to ensure a consistent approach to
recognizing credits in all types of educational and skill development organizations, whether formal
or informal. This guarantees uniformity and the ability to make meaningful comparisons of
educational achievements.

2. Having a positive attitude can greatly impact overall well-being and success in life. It is important to
maintain a hopeful outlook and focus on the good things in life, even during difficult times. The
NCF aims to connect formal education, vocational training, and skills obtained informally through
the integration of formal, non-formal, and informal learning. It establishes a framework for
acknowledging and transferring credits acquired from various sources such as vocational training
online courses, and internships.

3. Encourage Continuous Learning: The NCF supports lifelong learning by accepting and
acknowledging credits earned from different learning opportunities, enabling people to enhance their
skills and qualifications over the course of their careers.

4. Improve Mobility: The framework aims to boost student and learner mobility across different
locations and institutions within the education system. It enables students to move credits between
different institutions, even across state or national borders, adding flexibility to education.

5. Alignment with Industry Demands: The NCF seeks to match educational programs and credit
systems with industry requirements, guaranteeing that the acquired skills and qualifications are
pertinent and enhance job prospects.

6. Promote Skill Advancement: The NCF seeks to acknowledge and establish credits for skill
development programs, simplifying the process for individuals to obtain qualifications that meet the
requirements of professional industry.

7. Encourage Credit Accumulation and Transfer (CAT) to be promoted. The NCF seeks to improve
access to education and skills development for marginalized and underserved groups by broadening
the recognition of learning credits.

8. Make sure Quality Control: The NCF establishes standards to make sure that the credits obtained
from various learning opportunities adhere to predetermined quality benchmarks

In brief, the main objectives of the National Credit Framework are to enhance flexibility, inclusivity, and

relevance in learning, and ensure that skills and knowledge are acknowledged in various educational and

professional settings.

How National Credit Framework Works?
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Source: Government of India. (2023). National Credit Framework (NCrF). Ministry of Education,
Government of India.

The framework is built on 8 Levels, from early school to a PhD. Each level corresponds to a specific

stage of education and has a cumulative credit requirement.

1. The Vertical (Education Stages):

This shows the traditional educational stages in India and how they map to the NCrF levels.

e Pre School - Class 5: Corresponds to Level 1. The total credit requirement for this entire stage is 27-
33 credits.

e Class 6 - 8: Corresponds to Level 2.

e Class 9 - 10: Corresponds to Level 3.

e C(lass 11 - 12: Corresponds to Level 4.

e UG lst Year / equivalent -> UG 2nd Year: Corresponds to Level 4.5 (implied) and Level 5.

e UG 3rd Year -> UG 4th (Hons) Year / PG Ist Year: Corresponds to Level 6.

e PG 2nd Year/ PC 1st Year (Eng) -> PC 2nd Year: Corresponds to Level 7.

o PhD: Corresponds to Level 8.

2. The Horizontal (Credit Accumulation):

This is the core of the framework. It shows that after the foundational Level 1, a student must earn 40

credits at each subsequent level to progress.

o Student start at Level 1 with 27-33 credits.

e Toreach Level 2, you need to earn 40 credits.
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e Toreach Level 3, you need another 40 credits (cumulative credits will be higher).

o This pattern continues all the way up to Level 8 (PhD).

Key Features and Implications:

o Seamless Mobility: A key goal is to break down silos. For example, the chart shows that after UG
2nd Year (Level 5), a student's path is not rigid. They can move to UG 3rd Year or, potentially, use
their credits to enter a different program.

e Credit Accumulation and Transfer: Credits earned are banked. If a student pauses their studies,

they can return later and their earned credits will still be valid. This supports lifelong learning.
o Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL): Skills and knowledge acquired outside formal education
(e.g., through work, online courses, or hobbies) can be assessed and converted into credits.

e Multidisciplinary Education: Students have the flexibility to earn credits from a wider range of
subjects, including academic and vocational courses, creating a more holistic and individualized

learning path.

Advantages / Promised Benefits

Stakeholder Key Benefits
Learners / Flexibility in learning: can mix vocational & academic courses; earn credit for prior
experience; enter and exit programmes; recognition of extracurricular or heritage
Students X . . .
skills; online / blended learning options.
Standardization of credit systems; ability to offer interdisciplinary programmes;
Institutions attract diverse students; collaborate with vocational bodies; improved governance via
credit tracking.
Industr /Better understanding of what educational qualifications represent (hours, skills);
y access to students who have acquired relevant skills; clearer pathway to hire people
Employers . .
with blended learning profiles.
Helps fulfil NEP 2020 goals; boosts inclusion and skill-development; supports
Policy /|national goals such as becoming a global skill leader; reduces dropout; enables better
Government planning and regulation; possibly improves international recognition of Indian

qualifications.

Social / Equity
Dimensions

Marginalized or disadvantaged learners (e.g. from rural, non-formal background) may
gain recognition; opens non-traditional paths to education; reduces dependency on a
few institutions.

Concerns, Challenges and Risks

While the NCrF

is ambitious and promising, implementing such a meta-framework faces several

challenges. Here are key concerns, both moderate and serious, that need attention:
1. Implementation complexity

Harmonizing curricula, assessment standards, and certification across diverse boards, universities,

vocational bodies. India has many boards (state, CBSE, ICSE, open schooling), differing evaluation
systems. Ensuring equivalence will be technically and administratively demanding.

IJFMR250662349

Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025



http://www.ijfmr.com/

~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijffmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

e Establishing systems and quality assurance for recognizing prior learning, experiential learning,
informal learning. How to assess, validate, and avoid misuse.

2. Readiness of Institutions

e Many schools or lower ed institutions may lack infrastructure, assessment tools, faculty trained for
creditisation, blended/online capability.

e Vocational and skill education providers often vary widely in quality. Aligning them to the same
credit level and expectations is nontrivial.

3. Uniformity vs Local Autonomy

e India’s vast diversity (states, languages, socio-economic conditions) implies that strict uniformity
may conflict with local/contextual needs. Balancing standardization with flexibility is difficult.

e Risk: one size may not fit all; local needs (e.g., language, culture, traditions) may be sidelined.
Equity and Access

e Digital divide: online / blended learning modes need devices, connectivity. Learners from remote or
underprivileged areas may be disadvantaged.

e Recognition of traditional skills or experiential learning might favor those who are already better
connected to institutions. Risk of reinforcing existing inequalities if not carefully managed.

5. Potential for Dilution or Misapplication

e [f the assessment of experiential or non-formal learning is lax, credits may be awarded without
rigorous standards, reducing credibility.

e Overemphasis on credit accumulation might push students to gather credits superficially rather than
learning deeply.

6. Credit Transfer and Portability

e Even though credit transfer is an aim, actual mobility—transferring credits between institutions
(especially across states or boards) may face bureaucratic, regulatory barriers.

7. Awareness and Cultural Change

e Teachers, parents, students used to traditional systems may resist change credit system, frequent
assessment, continual evaluation.

e Traditional prestige systems (certain institutions, degrees) may not immediately adapt or value
credits earned from non-traditional modes.

8. Regulatory & Quality Assurance Burdens

e Monitoring, accrediting, auditing multiple bodies (academic, vocational, informal) across modes
will require robust regulatory capacity.

e Ensuring fraud prevention, preventing duplication or false claims in ABC system.
Economic / Financial Constraints

e Funding needed: to build digital platforms (ABC), train teachers, develop assessment tools, ensure
infrastructure. Underfunded institutions may lag.

10. Transitional Issues

¢ During the transition, students could be caught between old and new systems, leading to confusion.

e Issues of recognition of older credentials—will past academic and vocational achievements be
retroactively crudities’? How?
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Detailed Breakdown: Key Components

Credit Levels and Notional Learning Hours

Under NCrF, one credit is tied to 30 notional learning hours in many cases. A full year of learning
(1,200 hours) corresponds to 40 credits. School education up to Level 4; higher and vocational
education up to Level 8; intermediate levels (e.g., Level 4.5, 5.0, etc.) to allow finer gradation.

Academic Bank of Credits (ABC)

e ABC acts as central digital depository for all credits. Uploaded credits can help in
transfer/accumulation/redeem for awarding certificates/ degrees etc.

e The framework allows for using ABC to track credits across streams (academic, vocational,
experiential) and institutions. This helps in portability.

Integration with Vocational and Experiential Learning

e Vocational education / training / skill development are no longer considered “separate” tracks; they
are creditisable under NCrF. Also, heritage skills, traditional crafts, non-formal learning, internships,
etc., can contribute credits.

o This integration is intended to help employability, relevancy, and dignity for vocational education.

Current Status & Pilot/Phases

o Public consultation: The NCrF draft was released for public consultation before finalizing.
www.ndtv.com+1

e Adoption by premier institutes: IIT Council has decided to adopt NCrF across all IITs.

e CBSE pilot: From academic session 2024-2025, CBSE plans pilot implementation for classes 6, 9,
and 11 in selected affiliated schools. India Today

Concerns in Detail & How to Mitigate
Below are deeper discussion of the risks and possible mitigation strategies.

Concern Implication Possible Mitigation

Different boards/instituti h
1teren oards/institutions V9 Establish  central guidelines  and

rubrics; training of evaluators; audits;
accreditation systems.

Assessment different grading/assessment culture;
standardization non-uniform  quality may degrade
credibility.

If wverification is weak, may cause|Set up trusted assessment processes;

Recognition of prior| . : . . . . o
g P mismatch between claimed credits and|third-party verification; clear criteria

or informal learning

actual skills. and documentation.
Students without reliable internet/devices||Government investment in
Digital divide / remote areas may lose out, particularly|/infrastructure; ~ subsidies;  offline
for online or blended components. modes; regional access centres.
. ) . ||ICaps on maximum credits per period;
Overcrowding or|Some might accumulate many credits p. per b
e L. . . quality  thresholds; peer/mentor
over-creditisation superficially, reduce depth of learning. checks
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Concern Implication Possible Mitigation

Decentralize certain decisions; allow

Regulatory rigidity|Excessive centralization may hamper|state/local bodies to adapt framework

vs flexibility local adaptability. with guidelines; continuous feedback
loops.
Stakeholder Teac':l'lers, parents, .stl‘ldents used to||Awareness campaigns; p‘ilot
) traditional  credentialing may  be|programmes; success stories;
resistance . . . .
skeptical; possible pushback. integrating stakeholder feedback.

Comparisons & International Perspective
To understand NCrF better, it's useful to compare with frameworks in other countries:

Many countries (e.g. in Europe) already have credit transfer systems (like the European Credit
Transfer and Accumulation System, ECTS) that standardize credits across institutions, including
flexibility and recognition of non-formal learning. India’s NCrF aims for something broadly
analogous, adapted to its scale and diversity.

The idea of recognition of prior learning and experiential learning is used in several countries for
adult education, professional qualifications, etc.

India's NCrF is ambitious given the size, heterogeneity, and current disparities; success will depend
strongly on execution.

Epilogue

The National Credit Framework (NCRF) introduces a new method of education through promoting
adaptability and interdisciplinary studies, allowing students to earn credits from various activities.
Although it provides notable advantages like improved job prospects and flexibility, issues
concerning execution and ensuring quality need to be dealt with. NCrF strives to enable smooth
movement both across and up various education pathways in India. Nevertheless, the NCrF may
encounter various obstacles including implementation, standardization, acceptance, and adoption
despite its success. Meeting these challenges will need cooperation from different parties to ensure
the framework is current, suitable, and efficient in responding to the evolving requirements of the
Indian education system.

The NCrF has the potential to transform Indian education in profound ways. Key factors that will decide
whether it succeeds include:

1.
2.

Strong governance and regulation: Clear rules, accountability, transparency.

Infrastructure and capacity building: For teachers, institutions, skill training providers. Digital
infrastructure, devices, learning content design.

Pilot & iterative scaling: Starting small (as CBSE is doing) helps identify practical difficulties and
refine approaches.

Inclusivity: Ensuring that remote, rural, socioeconomically disadvantaged learners are not left
behind. Ensuring localization and cultural relevance.

Quality assurance mechanisms: Especially for non-formal, experiential, informal learning
pathways.

Stakeholder engagement: Students, parents, teachers, communities must understand and buy in.
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If these are in place, NCrF could help India move toward an educational ecosystem where diverse forms
of learning are acknowledged, and learners have freedom, agency, and more relevant skill sets for the
future.
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