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Abstract

Assamese folk culture, an essential component of the socio-cultural heritage of Assam, has historically
played a vital role in shaping the linguistic, literary, and aesthetic dimensions of the Assamese language.
Folk culture—expressed through oral traditions, songs, dances, festivals, rituals, myths, folklore, and
collective memories—has continuously influenced the development of vocabulary, idioms, syntax,
metaphors, and symbolic representations in Assamese. In the modern era, despite the rapid changes
brought by globalization, technology, and urbanization, folk culture persists as a dynamic force that
enriches modern Assamese language and literature. This seminar paper analyses the historical
interrelationship between folk culture and the Assamese language, evaluates how folk traditions operate
as linguistic reservoirs, and examines their influence on contemporary linguistic practices. Using
qualitative methods, textual analysis, and cultural-linguistic frameworks, the study identifies key
areas—Ilexical borrowing, semantic evolution, stylistic patterns, artistic expressions, and modern media
representations—where folk culture contributes significantly. The paper further discusses the challenges
posed by commercialization, linguistic homogenization, and generational gaps, and proposes strategies
for sustaining the folk-language connect in contemporary times. Through an analytical lens, this paper
concludes that folk culture is not merely a cultural ornament but an active and irreplaceable foundation
of Assamese linguistic identity.

Keywords: Assamese Language, Folk Culture, Oral Traditions, Linguistic Identity, Folklore, Modern
Assamese, Cultural Transmission, Linguistic Heritage, Ethnography, Analytical Study.

Introduction

The Assamese language, one of the major Indo-Aryan languages of Eastern India, represents a rich
linguistic heritage shaped by centuries of socio-cultural evolution. From early Assamese inscriptions and
medieval charit puthis to modern literature and digital communication, Assamese has undergone
remarkable transformations across history. Yet, one element remains constant—its deep-rooted
connection with folk culture.

Folk culture refers to the traditional collective expressions of a community transmitted orally across
generations. It includes folk songs (lokgeet, bihu geet, ojapali, hlasari geet, naam), folk dances (Bihu,
Bagurumba, Deodhani), proverbs, riddles, myths, legends, oral narratives, festivals, ritual practices, and
even material culture. Assam, with its ethnolinguistic diversity and multi-layered traditions, possesses a
vibrant folk repository that has consistently shaped linguistic behaviour, creative expressions, and
communication patterns of Assamese speakers.
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In modern times, as Assamese society adapts to new cultural influences and technological mediums, folk
elements continue to play a prominent role in shaping linguistic creativity and cultural identity.
Contemporary Assamese music, cinema, social media content, academic writing, and even political
discourse reflect strong foundations in folk vocabulary, imagery, and symbolism.

This seminar paper attempts a comprehensive analysis of the influence of folk culture on modern
Assamese language, exploring historical contexts, linguistic impacts, contemporary relevance,
challenges, and future possibilities.

Methodology
The present study employs a qualitative and analytical research methodology grounded in cultural
linguistics, folkloristics, and textual analysis. The methodology includes the following components:

e Literature Review

e A thorough review of secondary sources:— Books on Assamese folklore and linguistics

e Research papers and journals related to cultural and linguistic studies

e Writings of eminent scholars such as Dr. Banikanta Kakati, Dr. Maheswar Neog, Dr. Satyendranath
Sarma, Dr. Upendranath Goswami, and others

e Textual and Linguistic Analysis

e Analysis of folk songs, proverbs, oral narratives, and traditional texts to identify:

e Lexical influences

e Semantic structures

e Stylistic features

e Symbolic and metaphorical patterns

e Observation of Contemporary Linguistic Practices

e Review of modern Assamese literature, media, digital content, and spoken discourse to trace the
presence of folk influence.

e Comparative Framework

e Comparison of traditional folk linguistic patterns with contemporary Assamese usage to identify
continuity and change.

e Cultural-Ethnographic Insight

Understanding the social, ritualistic, and cultural contexts of folk traditions that influence language use.

This method helps build an interpretative, analytical, and holistic understanding of the interaction

between folk culture and the modern Assamese language.

Discussion

1. Historical Relationship Between Folk Culture and Assamese Language

Assamese language did not evolve in isolation; it emerged from a complex intermixing of cultures—
Austroasiatic, Tibeto-Burman, Aryan, Tai, and others. Folk traditions played a key role in shaping its
early vocabulary and phonetic structures.

For example, the influence of Tibeto-Burman communities is evident in words like lao, khao, miju,
dhemali, khara, poka, etc. Similarly, rituals like bihu, kati bihu, and magh bihu shaped a lot of
agricultural vocabulary.
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Thus, folk culture served as the earliest linguistic laboratory for the Assamese language.

2. Folk Songs as Linguistic Reservoirs

Folk songs are among the most influential carriers of linguistic heritage.

a. Bihu Songs

Bihu songs preserve regional dialects, agricultural vocabulary, customary phrases, metaphors from
nature, and symbolic motifs. Words like furai, bogori, konaidhora, bhakot, jeng, kolorua, etc., appear
frequently.

b. Lokgeet and Biya-naam

These songs include emotional expressions, ritualistic terms, and culturally embedded idioms.

¢. Ojapali and Deodhani Songs

Their rthythmic patterns, repetition, and depth of vocabulary have inspired modern poets and lyricists.
Modern songs, even in pop culture, consciously incorporate folk diction to preserve cultural authenticity.
3. Influence of Proverbs and Idioms

Assamese idioms and proverbs (bani, phokot, xadhukotha) are derived mainly from folk wisdom.
For example:

o “Jilikile bhiu nohoi”

e “Dighol xopun dekhi dhuniya hoi loi na thaka”

e “Pani nohoile machor ki khel?”

These expressions enrich the semantic diversity of Assamese and are commonly used in contemporary
conversation, media, and literature.

4. Folklore as a Source of Symbolism and Metaphor

Folk narratives introduce a wide range of metaphors and cultural symbols still active in modern speech.
Examples:

e “Ronga-rongia basanta’” symbolizing youth and hope

e “Bhur bhur poruwa’ denoting fragility

e “Paat chera sorai” used in poetic descriptions

Writers like Homen Borgohain, Mamoni Raisom Goswami, Lakshminath Bezbaroa, and Phani Talukdar
frequently drew from folk motifs.

5. Influence on Modern Assamese Literature

Modern Assamese literature is deeply rooted in folk aesthetics.

Writers integrate folk phrases, symbols, and rhythmic structures into:

e Short stories

Novels

Poetry

e Drama

e Children’s literature

The folk-based narrative techniques of Lakshminath Bezbaroa’s Burhi Aair Xadhu significantly shaped
linguistic patterns for children’s literature in present-day Assam.

6. Folk Culture and Dialectal Diversity

Assam has multiple regional and ethnic dialects:

e Kamrupi

e Goalpariya

e Upper Assam dialects

IUJFMR250663265 Volume 7, Issue 6, November-December 2025 3



http://www.ijfmr.com/

~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijffmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

e Nepali-Assamese

e Mising-Assamese blends

Folk songs and oral communication preserve these dialects, which in turn enrich the modern Assamese
language with linguistic plurality.

7. Influence on Digital Assamese Language

In the age of social media, folk elements have re-emerged in new forms:

e Memes using folk proverbs

Folk-themed YouTube content

Recreated Bihu songs

e Folkloric expressions in Assamese Facebook/Twitter posts

This shows continuity of folk culture even in technologically mediated communication.

8. Rituals, Ceremonies, and Linguistic Transmission

Festivals and rituals preserve culturally significant vocabulary:

e Husori, mehfil, naam-prasang, bhaona

e Agricultural terms associated with Bihu

e Ritualistic vocabulary during marriages, harvesting, and worship

Even modern Assamese speakers use these terms during ceremonies, maintaining linguistic continuity.

9. Folk Narratives and Orality in Modern Assamese Discourse

Many conversational styles—storytelling, humorous banter, riddles, curse phrases, blessings—are
derived from folk oral traditions.

Terms like oi ma, haare bapur, soru kori diok emerge from folk conversational patterns and shape
modern communication styles.

10. The Influence of Tribe-based Folk Cultures

Tribal communities such as Bodo, Mising, Karbi, Tiwa, Dimasa, Sonowal Kachari, Deori, Rabha, etc.,
have contributed significantly to Assamese vocabulary, food terms, dress-related vocabulary, and
cultural imagery.

Words like jambili athon, gamsa, doisha, pithika, jomai osi, ojah, etc., are widely used in modern
Assamese.

11. Folk Theatre and Linguistic Style

Forms like Bhaona, Ojapali, Ankiya Naat introduced dramatic expressions, religious vocabulary,
rhythmic verses, and dialogic styles. These influence modern drama, radio plays, films, and even stand-
up comedy in Assam.

12. Shifts and Transformations in Modern Usage

While many folk expressions remain intact, some have undergone changes due to:

e Urbanization

e Education

e Media influence

e Technological adaptation

e Code-switching with English and Hindi

Yet, modernization has produced hybrid forms where folk words exist in contemporary frameworks.
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Findings

1. Folk culture 1is the foundational source of Assamese linguistic identity.
Most vocabulary, idioms, metaphors, and stylistic traditions originate from folk expressions.

2. Modern Assamese literature and media heavily rely on folk elements.
Writers, lyricists, and filmmakers continue to draw inspiration from folk culture for authenticity.

3. Dialectal diversity rooted in folk traditions enriches the Assamese language.
Folk songs and oral narratives preserve linguistic variations.

4. Folk culture ensures intergenerational transmission of language.
Festivals, songs, and rituals play key roles in sustaining vocabulary among younger generations.
5. Digital media has revived folk expressions in innovative ways.

YouTube channels, digital Bihu videos, memes, and fusion songs have popularized folk motifs.
6. Tribal folk  cultures have  significantly influenced Assamese  vocabulary.
The multi-ethnic composition of Assam contributes to linguistic richness.

7. Globalization poses a threat but also creates opportunities.
While traditional idioms may decline among youth, digital platforms provide new avenues for
preservation.

8. Folk theatre and oral storytelling shape narrative styles in modern writing.
9. Modern Assamese still carries the tone, rhythm, and imagery of folk culture.

Conclusion

Folk culture is not merely a nostalgic remnant of Assam’s past; it is a dynamic, living force that
continuously shapes the Assamese language. The influence of folk songs, proverbs, rituals, oral
narratives, dialects, and traditional practices is evident in modern Assamese vocabulary, syntax,
metaphors, literature, media, and everyday speech. Despite the pressures of globalization, technological
transformation, and linguistic homogenization, Assamese folk culture retains its vitality through festivals
like Bihu, contemporary music, social media, cinema, and educational curricula.

The analytical study shows that Assamese folk culture and language share a deeply interdependent
relationship. Language preserves folk culture through expression, while folk culture enriches language
with creative, symbolic, and emotional depth. To preserve this heritage, there is a need for increased
academic research, digital archiving, integration into school curricula, and community participation in
cultural practices. By valuing folk traditions, modern Assamese society can sustain its linguistic identity,
cultural uniqueness, and intergenerational continuity.

Ultimately, the interaction between folk culture and the Assamese language reveals a remarkable
narrative of resilience, creativity, and cultural pride—one that continues to define the identity of Assam
in both traditional and modern contexts.
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