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CFLaS 93 YR By FRPICH FIPTo (Al gyreeie afepi ©fF ‘Sex in Relation to Society” atg 93 2Pt
feredtes : ‘In India, although India is the home of the most extreme forms of religious

asceticism, sexual love has been sanctified and divinized to a greater extent than in any
other part of the world. ... The sexual act has often had a religious significance in India,
and the minutest details of the sexual life and its variations are discussed in Indian erotic
treatises in a spirit of gravity, while nowhere else have the anatomical and physiological
sexual characters of women been studied with such minute and adoring reverence. “Love
in India, both as regards theory and practice” remarks Richard Schmidt, "possesses an
importance which it is impossible for us even to conceive.” ’[3]
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‘Encyclopaedia of Tantra’ &% ©IfFe (TIHICEE 941 fwcs BIC sy #ifga e, ‘In Tantra, sex-

relation has been prescribed as a mean for spiritual progress. It is thus said that a sadhaka
or spiritual aspirant should take some woman as an associate for his spiritual practices. The
woman should be beautiful, should have a clear idea of sex-sentiment and should
necessarily be previously enjoyed by others. It is better if the woman is herself a sadhika
or spiritual aspirant. The practices with women are to be performed at night in some secret
place, preferably in a cemetery. Women in menstruation are said to be highly useful for
such practices. To speak summarily, a sadhaka is advised to worship his female associate
and pay offerings of flower, vermilion etc. to her private parts. He is advised also to
embrace the woman and kiss and touch all her private parts. And while touching and kissing
every part of limb of the woman, the sadhaka is directed to mutter mantras or holy words
in pre- scribed number. Still closer physical contacts between the sadhaka and the female
associate are also prescribed. Some Tantras say that if the woman counterpart hankers much
for sexual enjoyment, the sadhaka should satisfy her accordingly. He is, however advised
to perform these acts as offerings to the Divine Mother.” [5]
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&< =13, e 199 303 ‘Encyclopaedia of Tantra' 8T8 Sta< 41 203y, ... for spiritual pursuit,

the scriptures prescribe two margas or paths— pravrtti marga or the path of enjoyment and
nivrtti-marga or the path of detachment. The nivrtti-marga is a revolution against normal
human feelings or tendencies. It teaches a sadhaka to abandon everything that is not
subservient to the sumnum bonum of life. Accordingly, a sadhaka is required to fight
against the lower human tendencies like lust, greed, etc. and to give up all enjoyable things
related to them. This is the path taught principally by the Upanishads, the Vedantic schools
and the system of yoga. The pravrtti- marga, on the other hand, says that a man need not
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fight against the normal human tendencies, but should pursue them in such a way that at
the end these feelings are divinised. Tantra follows the pravrtti-marga...’ [>9]
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