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Abstract

This study conducts a discourse analysis of six speeches delivered by Vice President Sara Duterte
concerning the MATATAG Curriculum, using AntConc software to examine lexical categories,
specifically verbs, adverbs, and adjectives, along with their frequency patterns. Grounded in Goffman’s
Politeness Theory, the research identifies the politeness strategies employed, including positive
politeness, negative politeness, bald-on-record, and off-record strategies, to reveal how linguistic choices
shape the public’s perception of educational reforms. The findings show that Duterte’s speeches
strategically use language to emphasize urgency, inclusivity, and alignment with both national identity
and international standards. Frequent verbs highlight foundational learning and reform initiatives,
adverbs stress consistent and timely policy implementation, and adjectives underscore themes of
inclusivity and regional cooperation. The analysis uncovers a balanced deployment of politeness
strategies: positive politeness, negative politeness, bald-on-record politeness, and off-record politeness,
that maintain rapport, assert authority, and engage diverse stakeholders effectively. This study fills a
methodological gap, with this research utilizing AntConc software to analyze the linguistic elements and
their frequency in Duterte’s speeches revealing her politeness strategies and the underlying ideologies
reflected in the corpus. The implications extend to students, educators, political pundits, and future
researchers, offering insights into effective communication in discourse and fostering critical
engagement with political speech, as well as with the use of Antconc. This research contributes to a
deeper understanding of how politeness strategies, and lexical selection in political speeches can
influence educational policy acceptance and public trust
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1. Introduction

Public speeches by government officials are vital for shaping public perceptions of their policies, yet
they often overlook systemic inequalities and the complexities of educational reform. The issue with
politicians' speeches about education often lies in their failure to address systemic inequalities and the
complexities of educational reform, leading to backlash from various stakeholders who feel that
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proposed solutions oversimplify or misrepresent the challenges faced by schools and students (Love,
2024). Vice President Sara Duterte’s speeches on the MATATAG Curriculum highlighted its goal to
improve Philippine education by prioritizing essential skills and reducing curriculum overload, which
received divided responses.

In a global context, leaders like Randi Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers,
criticized conservative politicians such as Donald Trump and Ron DeSantis for their attacks on public
education, urging a focus on school improvement rather than dismantling it (Stanford, 2023). In contrast,
Australian Education Minister Stuart Robert faced backlash for framing teachers as a problem and
calling for the removal of the "bottom 10 percent" of teachers, a remark viewed as damaging to the
profession (Sullivan, 2022). UK Minister Andrea Jenkyns also faced criticism for her controversial
comments on university curricula, including claims about "Harry Potter degrees" and alleged biases,
which many dismissed as stoking culture wars (Mahmood, 2022).

In the Philippines, former Education Secretary Leonor Briones addressed allegations of overpriced
laptop procurements during her term, defending herself against online accusations (Malipot, 2022), and
Senator Sherwin Gatchalian criticized the K-12 Curriculum, calling it an additional burden on the people
(Mercado, 2022). Former President Rodrigo Duterte faced criticism for neglecting systemic education
issues like resource shortages and infrastructure gaps, and while his Free College Education Law was
implemented, it failed to address the broader commercialization of education (Deiparine, 2021).

In Davao del Norte, Governor Antonio Rafael del Rosario has faced criticism for promising educational
improvements while failing to implement effective programs to address the needs of marginalized
communities, leaving many constituents disillusioned (Ledesma, 2021). Former Congressman Pantaleon
Alvarez faced backlash during his tenure for controversies that overshadowed efforts to address
educational needs, further exacerbated by conflicts with provincial leaders Anthony del Rosario and
Antonio Floirendo, which hindered progress in improving governance in education (Ranada, 2019).
Even Paolo Duterte asserts that many high school and college seniors will secure jobs despite their
qualifications, but this is criticized as many people remain unemployed due to missed opportunities
(Cervantes, 2023). These leaders share a commitment to reform, but their initiatives face challenges
regarding feasibility and inclusivity.

Many researchers dwelled their interest in investigating political speeches in educational context
through discourse analysis. Nevertheless, current research mainly depends on qualitative methods,
including content analysis, interviews, and focus groups. Studies such as, “Transitivity Processes in the
2021 Commencement Speech of DepEd Sec. Leonor M. Briones” by Toribio (2023) analyzes the
transitivity system in the 2021 Commencement Speech of Former DepEd Sec. Leonor Briones. The
same study is also emphasized in the study by Ashraf et al. (2024), which focuses on Imran Khan’s
speech which also focused on domestic changes related to education. Various studies had been
performed in the same method and also in the same aspect; however, there remains a gap in utilizing
software in analyzing a study, as well as the analysis of the lexical categories in speeches, specifically on
verbs, adverbs, and adjectives. In filling the gap of this aspect, this research utilized AntConc software in
order to analyze the linguistic elements and the frequency in her speeches, including verbs, adverbs, and
adjectives, to reveal her politeness strategies and the underlying ideologies reflected in the study's
corpus.

The urgent need for this research stems from the gap in analyzing political speeches on education using
advanced tools like the AntConc software. While this research examined the lexical categories in the
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speeches, it also understands how they frame educational reforms. By analyzing the frequency and
patterns of verbs, adverbs, and adjectives, this study revealed how politeness strategies shape the
public’s perception of education-related issues. Recognizing their influence helped us better understand
how to use them to increase student learning, assist teachers' professional development, and improve
educational practices.

2. Literature Review

The Philippine education system is undergoing a transformative shift aimed at aligning its basic
education standards with global benchmarks. This shift focuses on meticulous curriculum development
to ensure its appropriateness, responsiveness, and relevance to learners both nationally and globally
(Department of Education, 2024). A significant part of this reform is the introduction of the MATATAG
Curriculum, as detailed in the General Shaping Paper published by the Department of Education (2023).
One of the notable changes in the MATATAG Curriculum was the reduction in the number of
competencies, addressing the issue of curriculum overcrowding. This reduction allowed more focused
and effective teaching and learning experience, where educators can dedicate more time to essential
skills and knowledge. The streamlined competencies aim to enhance the overall quality of education by
providing a clearer and more manageable structure for both teachers and students (Garcia, 2020). This
integration aimed to foster the holistic development of students by instilling moral values and proper
conduct. The emphasis on GMRC and Values Education prepares students to become responsible and
ethical members of society, ensuring that their education encompasses both academic and character
development (Santos, 2021).

Public communication traditionally involves one person (speaker) addressing an audience, with the
speaker taking an active role and the audience a passive one. However, contemporary public speaking
has evolved, shifting from a monologue to a more interactive, dialogic form. This approach now
encompasses various types of exchanges, including discussions, interviews, and debates, allowing for
more active audience engagement (Bylkova et al., 2021). Similarly, Liaquat and Zaman (2023) analyzed
political speeches as strategic tools through which leaders assert influence, wield power, and shape
audience perception using persuasive language techniques. Macnamara's (2019) study emphasized the
role of organization-public communication across political, governmental, corporate, and public
relations sectors. This research examines how communication practices within these areas impact public
perception and engagement.

Discourse analysis is a type of method that analyzes language and communication and is relevant in the
context of sociolinguistics as a qualitative approach for examining dynamics in media representations
(Abdurashitova, 2021). Rashid (2024) also emphasized that discourse analysis is a method that
emphasizes context and democratic values, focusing on ethical views of social issues. Such studies
contribute to the understanding of language usage in public speaking and how language is utilized in
political speeches.

Politeness theory is a theory that appeared in the framework of pragmatic approach in linguistics.
According to Politeness theory, the people use particular strategies to achieve successful
communication. These strategies enable to create maximumly comfortable environment for
communication (Allan & Salmani Nodoushan, 2015). According to Kumari, (2015) politeness theory
occurs during individual interactions. It involves the manner of speaking, word choice, and how
messages are delivered to show politeness toward the listener or interlocutor. This aligns with Tubi et al.
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(2021), who states that politeness theory involves refined and respectful speech that adheres to principles
of politeness to please the interlocutor. Practicing politeness theory can create a pleasant atmosphere for
the interlocutor and build positive and harmonious communication relationships.

AntConc is a freeware, multi-platform, and multi-purpose corpus analysis toolkit designed specifically
for classroom use. It offers a comprehensive set of tools, including a powerful concordancer, word and
keyword frequency generators, cluster and lexical bundle analyzers, and a word distribution plot
(Anthony, 2011). These features support a wide range of corpus-based research and teaching
applications, making AntConc a valuable resource for both educators and researchers.

The MATATAG Curriculum marks a major reform in Philippine education by streamlining
competencies, reinforcing foundational skills, and promoting values for holistic learner development.
While it addresses long-standing issues like curriculum overload and the need for global relevance, its
success depends on adequate teacher training, resources, and technical support. Teachers welcome the
reform as an opportunity for growth but emphasize the need for continued assistance to ensure effective
implementation. On the other hand, public communication, especially political discourse, relies heavily
on strategic language use to shape public perception and build trust. Tools like AntConc and frameworks
such as discourse and politeness theory help reveal how linguistic choices influence audience
engagement. Together, these developments highlight the importance of clear, intentional language in
both education and public discourse to support an informed and empowered society.

3. Methodology

3.1. Research Design

This study employed qualitative research. According to Lima & Newell-McLymont (2021), Creswell
notes that qualitative research is an approach used to explore and understand the meaning of individuals
or groups assigned to social or human problems. This method focused on capturing the perspectives and
experiences of participants, providing deep insights into how they interpreted their realities within
specific social contexts. Furthermore, this research incorporated discourse analysis, which examined
language within its social setting (McCarthy et al., 2019). Discourse analysis is a methodological
strategy that explores language and communication, specifically in the field of sociolinguistics
(Abdurashitova, 2021). The qualitative approach was used to analyze speeches that eventually formed a
corpus for the study. The analysis does not involve human participants or subjective experiences but
rather centers on text-based data, which in this case, the speeches of Vice President Sara Duterte
focusing on the MATATAG Curriculum. This research utilized discourse analysis, which looks at
language within its social setting. The study investigated how Vice President Sara Duterte's language
shaped social issues like education reform and political agendas.

Moreover, this study did not focus on statistical analysis but rather on corpus-based discourse analysis
where frequency serves as a preliminary tool to identify significant patterns for deeper qualitative
investigation. This study’s interest lay in what these frequent words revealed about underlying lexical
categories and politeness strategies rather than the numbers themselves. AntConc and its frequency lists
are simply the researchers’ discovery tool, generating the tables that guided the researchers for analysis.
They were also the spotlight that guided the qualitative analysis and tell the researchers there to look.
The frequency data generated by AntConc were not used to make statistical generalizations but to
systematically identify salient features, or prominent linguistic patterns, which were then subjected to an
in-depth, qualitative analysis of their function and context.
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3.2. Research Material

The materials for this research were the selected six (6) speeches of Vice President Sara Duterte in
connection to the MATATAG Curriculum. The research material for this study included public media-
based documents. According to Creswell and Creswell (2018), during the process of research, the
researchers collected qualitative documents, and these may be public documents that include audiovisual
and digital materials which scope the selected speeches that are analyzed in this study. These speeches
covered a span from her term as Vice President in 2023, her appointment as Secretary of Education, and
through to her resignation in 2024. The materials were taken from the official website of the Vice
President. Furthermore, some materials were taken from YouTube and transcribed by the researchers for
the corpus. With this, the researchers were able to explore and analyze the speeches of Vice President
Sara Duterte regarding the MATATAG Curriculum.

3.3. Data Collection

The process of data collection of this study involved (1) consultation with the research adviser with
regards to the following corpus of the study, in which researchers seek guidance from their research
adviser to ensure the scope, objectives, and methods were aligned with the overall research goals; (2)
collection of corpus in which the researchers gathered speeches through the official website of the Vice
President (OVP); (3) permission to conduct the study, in which the researchers sought permission to
conduct the study by formally addressing a letter to the Institute Dean; (4) data cleaning, in which the
researcher evaluated the collected corpus of the study based on certain criteria; (5) identification of
corpus, in which the researchers selected six (6) speeches in order to conduct the study; and lastly, (6)
verification of the selected corpus with the researchers’ adviser to verify their choices. The research
adviser reviewed the selected corpus to ensure it meets the study's objectives and research questions.

3.4. Data Analysis

In this study, the researchers utilized AntConc software in order to analyze the frequency of the
following lexical categories, namely: verbs, adverbs, adjectives, and identified the politeness strategies
used in the selected speeches that were included in Goffman's Politeness Theory (1967). In this way, the
researchers were able to point out how the speeches of Vice President Sara Duterte used politeness
strategies and frequency of the aforementioned lexical categories were used in the speeches. AntConc’s
“Word List” feature was used to determine the types, ranks, frequencies, and ranges of tokens in the
corpus, while the “Collocate” feature identified collocation patterns. The “Key Word in Context
(KWIC)” function displayed each keyword with its surrounding context, and by clicking the word,
researchers accessed the “File View” to examine the complete statement for deeper contextual analysis.
3.5. Role of the Researchers

In this study, the researchers assumed multiple roles throughout the research process. As data collectors,
they systematically gathered and compiled speech transcripts and video files to build the study’s corpus.
During transcription, they ensured textual accuracy by cross-verifying with the original recordings and
formatting the data for AntConc compatibility. They identified lexical categories, analyzed politeness
strategies within the theoretical framework, and interpreted linguistic patterns in sociolinguistic and
political contexts. While AntConc facilitated frequency extraction, collocate segregation, and phrase
identification, the interpretation and discourse analysis were conducted entirely by the researchers.

3.6. Ethical Considerations

This study was evaluated based on key elements of research ethics. Integrating social value ensures that
research remains relevant and beneficial to society (Morgan, 2022). By examining how Vice President
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Sara Duterte’s speeches shaped public opinion on education policies, the study provided insights
valuable to students, educators, political experts, and future researchers. Adequate facilities and
resources enhance research quality and impact (Libres & Dalman, 2021); hence, the researchers utilized
AntConc software and accessed online databases and official sources to ensure accurate linguistic
analysis. Transparency, which involves openly sharing research processes to foster accountability and
trust (Staff, 2023), was upheld by detailing the study’s methodology and ensuring unbiased results.
Lastly, the researchers’ qualifications, including expertise in qualitative research, discourse analysis, and
tools such as AntConc and Goffman’s Politeness Theory, guaranteed methodological rigor and ethical
responsibility throughout the research (Bhandari, 2024).

4. Results and Discussion

4.1. Frequency of Verbs, Adverbs, and Adjectives Found in the Speeches

In order to identify the frequent words that appeared in the speeches of Vice President Sara Duterte in
the context of MATATAG Curriculum, the researchers followed the word list in order and selected the
top 10 verbs, adverbs, and adjectives that appeared most frequently in the speech. From these, they will
filter the identified lexical categories that had collocational hits to determine their collocates and put it in
the table for analysis. Those words that had no collocational hits were discarded for analysis.

Table 1 Frequency of Verbs Found in SD-1

Hits Rank | Frequency | Collocates | Frequency Rank | Likelihood
will 7 69 be 21 1 35.500
we 52 2 28.114
be 10 41 will 21 1 35.500
have 19 25 we 35 1 24.202
is 19 25 about 4 1 15.282
education 10 2 13.856
this 7 3 13.810
are 19 25 currently 4 1 16.619
classrooms | 5 2 16.619
repaired 3 3 14.946
support | 26 21 programs 4 1 14.415
ISRS 2 2 6.219
project 3 3 13.151
made 70 6 progress 2 1 13.219
take 70 6 I 2 1 11.555
would 2 2 11.555
like 2 3 11.555
thank 2 4 11.555

As presented in Table 1 in this corpus, the verbs: will, have, be, is, are, support, made, take were
selected. In this corpus, verbs like “is”, “are”, “support”, and ‘“have”, etc. which underscore the
government's role in actively supporting and improving various systems, helping the speaker relay the
emphasis of her message towards the audience. These verbs are indicative of a proactive stance,

suggesting not only provision but also an active effort in driving transformation (Ferrer & De Guzman,
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2023).

The verb “will” rank 7th with a frequency of 69, indicating it appeared 69 times in the speech. The token
have ranked 10th with a frequency of 4. The tokens: “be”, “is”, “are” ranked 19th with frequencies of
25, indicating the tokens were used 25 times. The token “support” ranked 26th with a frequency of 21.
And finally, the tokens “made” and “take” ranked 70th with a frequency of 6, indicating that it was used
6 times throughout the speech.

Moreover, it also demonstrates the list of collocates of the verb hits, along with their frequencies, rank,
and likelihood. To identify these collocates, the researchers utilized the Collocate feature to generate the
necessary results. For the token will, the collocate “be” appears 21 times with a likelihood score of
35.500, while the collocate “we” appears 52 times with a likelihood of 38.144. Similarly, the token “be”,
“has”, “will” as a collocate, also with a frequency of 21 and a likelihood of 35.500. The token “have” is
collocated with “we”, appearing 35 times with a likelihood of 24.202.

The token is had three collocates: “about” with a frequency of 4 and a likelihood of 15.282, “education”
with a frequency of 10 and a likelihood of 13.856, and “this” with a frequency of 7 and a likelihood of
13.810. Likewise, the token “are” had three collocates: “currently” with a frequency of 4 and a
likelihood of 16.619, classroom with a frequency of 5 and a likelihood of 16.619, and “repaired” with a
frequency of 3 and a likelihood of 13.810. The token “support™ also has three collocates: “programs”
with a frequency of 4 and a likelihood of 14.415, “ISRS” with a frequency of 2 and a likelihood of
6.219, and project with a frequency of 3 and a likelihood of 13.151. For the token “made”, the collocate
“progress” appears twice with a likelihood of 13.219. Lastly, the token take has four collocates: “T”,
“would”, “like”, and “thank”, each appearing twice with a likelihood score of 11.555.

The context of Sara Duterte’s speech in SD-1, utilizing these verb hits along with the collocates located
includes relaying of accomplishments and review of the Department of Education on 2023, anchoring
the MATATAG Agenda. The use of the verbs presented above signaled future-oriented initiatives under
the MATATAG Agenda, and the emphasis of accomplishments in 2023, such as curriculum reforms and
other improvements. Copular verbs helped define the current state and aspirations of the education
system, reinforcing the urgency of transformation. The speech also highlighted the administration’s
focus on empowering both learners and teachers. Overall, these verb choices of the speech conveyed
grounded result, determination, and shared responsibility.

Table 2 Frequency of Adverbs Found in SD-1

Hits Rank | Frequency | Collocates | Frequency Rank | Likelihood
also 14 35 we 27 1 15.188
already | 88 5 ongoing 2 1 12.284
always | 88 5 has 2 1 11.122

In Table 2, the adverbs: also, already, and always were identified. The said adverbs convey the method
and addition of information, time, and frequency of execution, highlighting the urgency and calculated
approach towards the implementation of reforms, a common feature of policy speeches advocating for
swift progress towards the education status of the country (Zaragoza & Ocampo, 2022).

The adverb “also” ranked 14th with a frequency of 35, indicating that the token has appeared 35 times.
On the other hand, the tokens “already” and ‘““always” ranked 88 with a frequency of 5, indicating that
the tokens appeared 5 times throughout the speech.
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Furthermore, it also presents the collocates of the adverb hits, including their frequencies, ranks, and
likelihood scores. The token, “also” is collocated to the word “we” which has a frequency of 27,
indicating that the collocate appeared 27 times in the speech with the likelihood of 15.188. The token
“already” is collocated with ongoing which has a frequency of 2 with a likelihood of 12.284. Similarly,
the token “always” is collocated with has which has a frequency of 2, and a likelihood of 11.122.

The said corpus outlined the Department of Education’s accomplishments, current initiatives, and future
commitments under the MATATAG Agenda. The adverb hits along with their corresponding collocates
has a vital role in securing the context of the speech of Sara Duterte. These words were strategically
used to emphasize progress, continuity, and multi-faceted efforts. The words marked achievements such
as the piloting of the MATATAG K-10 Curriculum, signaled the simultaneous implementation of
supporting programs, and reinforced the administration’s enduring commitment to core priorities for an
inclusive education. These adverbs contributed to a tone of persistence and progress towards the goal of
enhancing the educational system in the Philippines.

Table 3 Frequency of Adjectives Found in SD-1

Hits Rank | Frequency | Collocates | Frequency | Rank | Likelihood
inclusive | 60 7 innovative | 3 1 18.945
contribute 2 2 15.564
responsive | 2 3 12.602
approaches | 2 4 12.602
total 70 6 mile 2 1 13.219
various 70 8 classrooms | 3 1 13.937
last 53 8 mile 3 1 20.699
year 5 2 20.056
delivered 2 3 12.069
date 2 4 12.069
basic 53 8 education 8 1 23.968

In Table 3 in this corpus, the adjectives “inclusive”, “total”, “various”, “last”, and “basic” were selected.
The said adjectives emphasize the desired nature of the programs and the broad involvement of
stakeholders, signaling forward-thinking and cooperative efforts towards sustainable growth (Alvarez et
al., 2023). As stated by Lopez (2023), and Reyes (2022), these lexical choices underscore the vision of
reform embedded in the speech, which aligns with national goals of technological integration and social
equity, reflecting trends.

The adjective “inclusive” ranked 60th with a frequency of 7, indicating it appeared seven times in the
speech. The adjective “total” ranked 70th with a frequency of 6, indicating it appeared six times in the
speech. Similarly, the adjective “various” also ranked 70th with a frequency of 6, showing it was used
six times. The adjective “last” ranked 53rd with a frequency of 8, meaning it appeared eight times.
Likewise, the adjective “basic” ranked 53rd with a frequency of 8, also occurring eight times in the
speech.

The token inclusive has collocates: “innovative” with a frequency of 3 and a likelihood of 18.945;
“contribute” with a frequency of 2 and a likelihood of 15.564; “responsive” and “approaches” with a
frequency of 3 each with the same likelihood score of 12.602. The token total is collocated with “mile”
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with a frequency of 2 and a likelihood of 13.219. Meanwhile, the token “various” is collocated with the
word “classrooms” with a frequency of 3 and a likelihood of 13.937. On the other hand, the token “last”
is collocated with four words: “mile” with a frequency of 3 and a likelihood of 10.699; “year” with a
frequency of 5 and a likelihood of 10.056; and “delivered” and “date” with the same frequency of 2 as
well as their likelihood score of 12.069. Finally, the token “basic” is collocated with the word
“education” resulting in a frequency of 8 and a likelihood score of 13.968.

This particular speech provided a comprehensive overview of the Department of Education’s
achievements and future directions. Utilizing the adjective hits found in the corpus, the emphasis was
placed on strengthening the basic education system through reforms such as the MATATAG Curriculum
and infrastructure improvements. The speech highlighted inclusive efforts that cater to all learners,
especially those in vulnerable sectors. It presented various programs and strategies implemented
showcasing the total progress made in improving access, quality, and support across schools nationwide.
4.2. Politeness Strategies Found in the Speeches Focused on Education-Related Issues

The researchers made use of the software’s Key Word in Context feature capability that was included in
the AntConc program in order to determine the politeness tactics that had been applied in the following
talks. In AntConc, the KWIC (Key Word in Context) function served to demonstrate how a word or
phrase was utilized within its immediate textual surroundings in the corpus. This was accomplished by
mapping the word or phrase to its context. Researchers were able to observe the target word, often
known as the "node," in the middle of a line, with the words that surrounded it giving information on
both sides of the line. By clicking, the target word was automatically referred to the “File View” feature
of the software in order to view the full statement.

The sample excerpts below convey negative politeness which often used through formal, indirect, and
passive constructions such as, “will be released tomorrow”, which minimize imposition and show
respect for the audience’s autonomy-an approach highlighted in SD-1 and supported by Kumari (2015)
and Lee (2022) for fostering mutual respect.

“After holding several consultations with our field personnel, the Department Order on the Removal
ofAdministrative Tasks for Teachers will be released tomorrow and the corresponding strand
memorandum will be released next week.” SD-1

The line above demonstrates the use of negative politeness strategies, as outlined by Brown and
Levinson (1987). In this corpus, the tokens “will” and “be” are collocates of each other. This utterance
emphasizes formality and avoids direct imposition through the use of passive voice, “will be released”
which distances the speaker from the action and reduces a sense of obligation or command. As seen in
the passage there is a potential for the listeners to feel inconvenience from the statement. The speaker
employs negative politeness by being formal, and deferential hallmarks of this strategy that aim to
acknowledge and preserve the hearer's negative face, or their desire for freedom of action.

“Last year, we reported the scale of our predicament regarding inadequateresources and infrastructure in
schools.” SD-1

The sentence above reflects negative politeness by acknowledging a sensitive issue in a formal manner
that avoids imposing on the listener. The phrase “we reported the scale of our predicament” uses formal
and cautious language to introduce a problem without directly assigning blame or responsibility. The
term “predicament” softens the severity of the situation, showing tact and consideration for the
audience’s potential discomfort. Mentioning “inadequate resources and infrastructure” highlights
systemic challenges but does so in a way that remains impersonal, thereby avoiding a direct threat to the
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listener’s face. This approach is characteristic of negative politeness, as it seeks to minimize
inconvenience, avoid direct confrontation, and show respect for the audience's sensitivity or potential
awkwardness in addressing such a topic.

Positive politeness is evident in inclusive and community-building language such as “open to teachers,
learners, and parents”, which aims to build solidarity and rapport, as discussed by Feng (2015) and
Sadeghoghli&Niroomand (2020).

“This will be a one-stop online/offline platform open to teachers, learners, and parents” SD-1

The statement above utilized positive politeness strategies by creating an inclusive and supportive tone
that recognizes the audience's desire to feel respected and valued. The reference to specific groups:
teachers, learners, and parents, emphasizes inclusivity and shared importance, resulting in a sense of
community and group reciprocity. The term “one-stop” suggests convenience and care, reinforcing the
speaker’s interest in the well-being of the audience. Additionally, the phrase “this will be” conveys
confidence and optimism without sounding imposing, helping to minimize any face-threatening
implications. Overall, the message expresses warmth, respect, and consideration, all key characteristics
of positive politeness aimed at enhancing the audience’s positive face.

“We commenced the registration of teachers and employees to the PhilHealth Konsulta package, and
soon they will be able to avail of free medical consultations and free selected laboratory and diagnostic
testing in accredited DepEd clinics.” SD-1

The line above employed positive politeness strategy as it shows recognition and appreciation of
stakeholders such as teachers and employees while offering benefits. The use of the collocate and the
collective pronoun “we” shows inclusivity and positive initiative and collective effort of the statement.
the verb phrase “commenced the registration...” adds the positive implication of the statement by using
an active voice which adds gravity towards the sentence. The noun phrase, “PhilHealth Konsulta
(Consult) package” is the outcome of the commencement from the prior phrase, which assumes shared
understanding among the target audience. The continuing statement, “soon they will be able to avail
of...” utilized modal phrase “will be able to” to show positive assurance and promise to the specific
package will be fulfilled in time. The latter phrase, “free medical consultations and free selected
laboratory and diagnostic testing in accredited DepEd clinics.” used the word “free" repetitively,
emphasizing the benefits of the package for the years to come. This also enumerated structure increases
clarity and emphasis, which increases the positive face of the speaker’s statement towards the listeners
of the speech.

Bald-on-record politeness strategies appear when speakers provide clear, direct information without
mitigation, ensuring clarity and transparency-important in educational contexts where information must
be unambiguous, as noted by Brown and Levinson (1987) and referenced in the politeness.

"In accelerating the delivery of basic education services, governance is key, and change must start from
within" SD-1

The line above reflects bald-on record politeness by making a direct and assertive declaration about the
necessity of governance and internal change, without any attempt to mitigate face threats or evoke
emotional responses. This prioritizes clarity and directness, aligning with the bald-on record strategy,
which emphasizes delivering a straightforward message without concern for the audience's feelings or
building rapport.

“The promise of basic education is to produce young contributors to society.” SD-1
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Similarly, the line above also emphasized bald-on record politeness by making a direct and
unambiguous statement about the purpose of basic education. by delivering a direct and unambiguous
statement about the goal of basic education. This phrase provides a clear, factual assertion without any
softening or hedging, focusing solely on the outcome of education, which contrasts with positive
politeness strategies that aim to appeal to the audience’s emotions or inclusivity.

Meanwhile, off-record politeness, as described by Daar et al. (2023), involves indirect communication
where the speaker avoids making an explicit imposition. Instead, the listener is required to interpret the
implied meaning, allowing the speaker to avoid direct threats to the hearer’s face. The presence of these
strategies in a single speech highlights a diverse use of politeness tailored to different communicative
goals. The sample statements below serve as examples of off-record politeness.

“In addition, learning poverty, or the inability to read and comprehend a basic text by the age of 10, has
gotten worse because of the disruption in schooling and is currently thought to be close to 70 percent.”
SD-1

The sentence above demonstrates the use of the off-record politeness strategy, because it presents a
concerning statistic in an indirect and non-confrontational manner, using passive constructions such as
“is currently thought to be”, which distances the speaker from direct attribution and avoids assigning
blame. By framing the issue as a consequence of broader circumstances, “the disruption in schooling”
the speaker implies a problem that needs urgent attention without directly criticizing any individual or
institution. It is a strategy that relies on implication, inviting the audience to infer the seriousness of the
situation.

“Data from UNICEEF indicates that more than half of 10-year-olds in low- and middle-income countries
were unable to read or comprehend a simple story even before the pandemic.” SD-1

The statement above also utilized the off-record politeness strategy, as rather than directly criticizing any
party, the speaker presents factual information from a credible source, “Data from UNICEF” to
indirectly highlight a serious issue in education. This use of indirectness allows the speaker to prompt a
reflection without clear confrontation or imposition. By relying on implication and inference, the
speaker avoids assigning direct responsibility, thereby reducing potential face-threatening acts. The
reference to UNICEF data also distances the speaker from the statement, further softening the delivery
and inviting the audience to arrive at their own conclusions about the urgency for action.

As seen in SD-1, the strategic use of these politeness forms helps create a respectful, inclusive, and
effective communicative environment, which is crucial in educational settings where power dynamics,
sensitivity, and the need for community engagement are especially pronounced (Allan & Salmani
Nodoushan, 2015; Butt et al., 2021). This multidimensional approach to politeness not only facilitates
clear information delivery but also strengthens trust and positive relationships among stakeholders in
education.

5. Conclusion

The main problem addressed by this study lies in the methodological gap within studies of political
speeches in educational contexts. While previous research has largely relied on qualitative approaches,
such as content analysis, interviews, and focus groups. There has been limited application of software-
assisted corpus analysis, particularly in examining the frequency and function of specific lexical
categories like verbs, adverbs, and adjectives. This study responds to that gap by employing AntConc
software to systematically analyze the speeches of Vice President Sara Duterte related to the
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MATATAG Curriculum, aiming to uncover how linguistic choices and Goffman’s politeness strategies
reflect and shape educational ideologies and reforms.

Through the use of AntConc, an open-source corpus analysis tool, this research was able to efficiently
quantify and explore the lexical patterns in Duterte’s speeches. The software enabled the identification
of the frequencies of the following lexical categories: verbs, adverbs, and adjectives. The study also
integrated Goffman’s Politeness Theory to analyze how these lexical choices correspond to various
politeness strategies, such as positive politeness, negative politeness, bald-on-record, and off-record
strategies.

The results reveal that Duterte’s speeches are characterized by a strategic deployment of lexical
categories to reinforce key themes in educational reform-such as urgency in addressing literacy,
inclusivity, and alignment with regional and international standards for the betterment of the educational
sector of the Philippines. The frequent use of positive and negative politeness strategies, along with
bald-on-record and indirect or off-record strategies towards her speeches, in conversing with the
audience demonstrates efforts to engage, motivate, and reassure diverse stakeholders. These findings
address the research objectives by showing how linguistic and politeness strategies in political speeches
can shape public perception, build solidarity, and foster trust within the educational sector.

By examining speeches through AntConc, focusing on lexical categories and politeness strategies, the
study reveals how language choices shape meaning, influence audience engagement, and contribute to
speaker credibility. For students, such analysis enhances critical thinking and develops their ability to
evaluate discourse, particularly in identifying and applying politeness strategies. On the other hand,
teachers can develop digital and analytic skills of the students in identifying the lexical categories, as
well as the politeness strategies in speeches utilizing Antconc or any open-source software. Political
pundits can gain insights for informed commentary and critique, as the methods of the study analyzes
politeness strategies through discourse analysis. The choice of politeness strategy directly affects how
political pundits manage to analyze and critique politicians like Vice President Sara Duterte, and their
public persona, authority, and credibility, by the way they speak in public and how they engage with
people, as this study’s framework provides a useful lens for analyzing these strategies. Future
researchers, on the other hand, can similarly combine corpus software outputs with various theoretical
frameworks to deepen insights into language use in educational context, political context, or in other
domains. They can explore and analyze different lexical categories present in the data of the corpus by
utilizing Antconc software along with their chosen theoretical lens and methodology.

An open-source software like AntConc truly empowers corpus-based studies by providing accessible,
efficient, and transparent tools for analyzing language patterns and strategies aligned to a study’s
theoretical framework. Those who are interested in discourse or other fields should carefully select
corpus tools suited to their study and technical skills, and remain aware of software and data limitations.
Moreover, by addressing and employing ethical considerations will further enhance the quality and
impact of corpus linguistics research.

Ultimately, this study not only fills a methodological gap by demonstrating the value of free corpus tools
like AntConc in educational discourse analysis, but also highlights the importance of politeness
strategies in effective policy communication. By connecting quantitative linguistic analysis with a theory
that is suitable for the research’s framework and corpus, the research offers actionable insights for
teachers, political pundits, students, and future researchers.
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