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Abstract 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marked a significant reform in India’s higher education 

system by emphasizing multidisciplinary learning, flexibility in curriculum, academic bank of credits, 

skill-based education, and the integration of technology. The policy aims to improve quality, equity, 

access, and global competitiveness of Indian higher education institutions. However, despite its 

progressive vision, NEP 2020 faces several issues and challenges in implementation. Major challenges 

include inadequate infrastructure, shortage of trained faculty, digital divide, financial constraints, uneven 

institutional readiness, and difficulties in aligning traditional universities with multidisciplinary and 

flexible academic structures. Additionally, concerns related to autonomy, assessment reforms, regional 

disparities, and slow adoption of technology have affected effective execution at the ground level. 

In response to emerging challenges and the need for faster implementation, the New Education Policy 

2024 has been introduced as a refined and implementation-oriented extension of NEP 2020. NEP 2024 

places greater emphasis on execution mechanisms, outcome-based education, industry–academia 

collaboration, employability, digital governance, and monitoring frameworks. It seeks to strengthen 

faculty development, enhance funding models, and ensure inclusivity through targeted digital and 

regional support. 

This study provides a comparative analysis of NEP 2020 and NEP 2024 in the context of higher 

education, highlighting the continuity of core objectives as well as the strategic shifts in policy focus. 

The comparison reveals that while NEP 2020 laid a strong conceptual foundation, NEP 2024 aims to 

address practical challenges by reinforcing implementation, accountability, and measurable outcomes. 

The study concludes that effective realization of policy goals depends on coordinated efforts among 

institutions, policymakers, and stakeholders to bridge gaps between policy intent and practice. 

 

Keywords: New Education Policy (NEP) 2020, New Education Policy (NEP) 2024, Higher Education, 

Policy Implementation, Educational Reforms, Multidisciplinary Education, Challenges and Issues. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The NEP offers an all-encompassing view of education that emphasises the holistic growth of youth, 

emphasising in particular the significance of fostering each person's creative potential in all of its 
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complexity and diversity. It aims to help students develop 21st-century skills while giving them plenty 

of flexibility. India's "economic growth, social progress, scientific progress, national unity, and cultural 

conservation" depend on indicators of educational quality; as a result, all citizens must have access to 

high-quality education in order to develop and enhance the country's capacities and resources. This 

raises questions about how well India, the country with the largest youth population in the world, will be 

able to provide them with better educational options in the future. To improve and manage education in 

the country, the Indian government established the National Policy on Education. Prime Minister Indira 

Gandhi developed "radical restructuring," the first NPE, in 1968 after considering the recommendations 

of the Kothari Commission (1964–1966). Because education promotes social and economic growth, a 

well-organised and forward-thinking education strategy is essential for our country. The emphasis on 

developing a research-driven culture within higher education institutions (HEIs) is one of the most 

significant improvements brought about by NEP 2020. This is thought to be essential for turning Indian 

universities into centres of knowledge production rather than just knowledge dissemination. 

Following are the research objectives: 

1. To examine the key features and objectives of the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in the context of 

higher education. 

2. To identify the major issues and challenges faced in the implementation of NEP 2020 in higher 

education institutions. 

3. To analyze the policy initiatives and reforms introduced under the New Education Policy (NEP) 2024. 

4. To compare NEP 2020 and NEP 2024 with respect to their approach, scope, and impact on higher 

education. 

5. To assess the effectiveness of policy measures in addressing quality, access, equity, and employability 

in higher education. 

The remaining portion of the research is organised as follows: Section II discusses the literature; Section 

III explains the methodology; Section IV highlights the results and discussion; and Section V discusses the 

conclusion and recommendations for improvement. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

As NEP encourages skill development as an essential component of the educational system, fostering both 

technical and interpersonal skills, the skill development programs will be improved. This will facilitate the 

development of specialised healthcare training programs that align with industry needs and technology 

advancements. Healthcare vocational training programs could be added to schools and colleges as a result 

of the integration of vocational training into traditional educational systems, allowing students to gain 

practical skills in addition to their academic education. The NEP encourages collaboration between 

academic institutions and business, which may lead to the creation of industry-relevant training programs 

and internships. The development of courses that address present and future needs would revitalise the 

integration of the newest medical procedures, technologies, and patient care methods. 

Additionally, NEP aligns with national skill development initiatives that aim to build a skilled and 

competent healthcare workforce. With its many features and increased focus on the learner, the NEP 2020 

in India has the potential to drastically change the country's educational system. The policy's objective is to 

improve the GER and increase each citizen's access to post-secondary education. This strategy seeks to 

improve "quality, affordability, and supply," making it easier for international colleges to open campuses 

in India. 
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The results demonstrated that the education sector underwent substantial changes that led to a wider range 

of opportunities for students to acquire and develop their skills and knowledge in a multidisciplinary 

manner, ultimately contributing to the growth of the economy and producing positive outcomes for 

society. The study's conclusions show that the NEP 2020 acknowledges the reality of demoralised and 

uninspired Indian educators and proposes a radical overhaul of the teaching profession to create a robust 

merit-based system for tenure, pay, and advancement that recognises and rewards outstanding educators. 

According to research on the National Education Policy (2020), teachers' awareness of the new policy 

varies significantly depending on their gender. 

In comparison to their male colleagues, female educators are better knowledgeable about the contemporary 

education policies, as evidenced by both government and private institutions. Nonetheless, the government 

must to plan teacher awareness campaigns. Many teachers are uninterested in keeping up with the most 

recent policy and its advancements, according to research on the New Education Policy awareness 

program. 

Furthermore, it has been noted that schoolteachers' managerial awareness of the New Education Policy 

(2020) is the same. The NEP's audacious goal of creating a higher education system focused on research is 

essential to India's scientific and intellectual progress. This study has revealed significant obstacles to the 

implementation of NEP reforms and brought attention to the disparities in research priorities between 

public and private institutions. To guarantee the accomplishment of NEP's research objectives, the 

following suggestions are offered: To increase knowledge of NEP efforts and their advantages, public 

institutions must implement more effective communication tactics. Enhancing research infrastructure, 

particularly at public institutions, should be the main goal of government programs. 

To help faculty members successfully incorporate research into their teaching and academic duties, it is 

advised that they participate in continuing education, workshops, and mentorship programs. 

Improved infrastructure and partnerships between public and private colleges may make it easier to share 

resources and work together on cooperative research projects. According to a study, the New Education 

Policy 2020 emphasises all facets of high-quality education to increase students' knowledge, encouraging 

them to think critically and apply what they have learnt to real-world scenarios. The study looks at NEP 

2020 and how it affects different stakeholders, particularly college-affiliated individuals who are aware of 

and have opinions about the policy. 

The results and possible drawbacks of NEP 2020 are the main topics of this research. In light of gender 

and school administration, the study looked at teachers' knowledge of NEP 2020 in the Jabalpur district. 

The findings demonstrate that while experienced instructors are less interested in policy revisions, female 

teachers are more knowledgeable of the policy than male teachers. Additionally, there is no discernible 

difference in knowledge between instructors in government and private schools. The report recommended 

government-led initiatives to improve teachers' comprehension of NEP 2020. The study investigated how 

human rights education (HRE) is included into the NEP 2024 framework, looking at its effects, difficulties 

in implementation, and prospects for further research. Additionally, it evaluates the success of NEP 2024 

in advancing human rights and emphasises HRE's role in creating a just society. 

According to the report, NEP 2024 presents a significant chance to improve HRE by using an all-

encompassing, multidisciplinary strategy to develop knowledgeable and socially conscious individuals 

examined NEP 2020 with an emphasis on Higher Education (HE), taking into account its history, 

emergence, vision, main areas of focus, and guiding principles. It examined the policy's characteristics, 

impact areas, and stakeholder opportunities before emphasising the importance of a methodical, well-
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thought-out, and successful implementation. The study emphasises how well NEP 2020 has changed 

India's educational system and how it would contribute to the country's growth by 2047 proposed a 

thorough framework for concurrent advancement in several developmental areas to accelerate the country's 

development. The paper also points out some difficulties in putting the suggested framework into practice. 

By incorporating a variety of viewpoints, international best practices, field experiences, and stakeholder 

input, NEP 2020 aims to revolutionise education in the twenty-first century. It was also determined that 

resolving long-term implementation issues is essential to its success. According to the report, how well the 

policy promotes inclusive education and equips students for the workforce and the future will decide its 

effectiveness examined NEP 2020's impacts on higher education, emphasising its salient characteristics 

and how they affect the current system. According to the study's findings, the program intends to prepare 

India for the future by developing specialists in a variety of disciplines, including artificial intelligence and 

agriculture. Its success is on its timely and efficient deployment to provide young students the skills they 

need examines how NEP 2020 might improve the Indian educational system. The research offered a 

thorough framework for accomplishing several developmental objectives that would hasten the country's 

transition to developed status. It also identifies a number of potential difficulties in putting the suggested 

framework into practice, highlighting the necessity of resolving them for the advancement of Bharat. 

NEP's goals are essential to the nation's development and present prospects for the future in a number of 

fields and sectors. It promotes a comprehensive and interdisciplinary educational system by highlighting 

significant changes in curriculum, assessment, and technology usage. Despite the policy's revolutionary 

potential, there are obstacles to its implementation, including issues with teacher preparation, evaluation 

techniques, and resource availability. In order to guarantee successful implementation, the study highlights 

the necessity of cooperation between legislators, instructors, and students examines how NEP 2020 might 

improve the Indian educational system. The research offered a thorough framework for accomplishing 

several developmental objectives that would hasten the country's transition to developed status. It also 

identifies a number of potential difficulties in putting the suggested framework into practice, highlighting 

the necessity of resolving them for the advancement of Bharat. NEP's goals are essential to the nation's 

development and present prospects for the future in a number of fields and sectors. It promotes a 

comprehensive and interdisciplinary educational system by highlighting significant changes in curriculum, 

assessment, and technology usage. Despite the policy's revolutionary potential, there are obstacles to its 

implementation, including issues with teacher preparation, evaluation techniques, and resource availability. 

According to the survey, the policy is viewed as a progressive framework that tackles upcoming issues and 

is in line with the existing socioeconomic environment. By 2030, NEP 2020 has the potential to establish 

India as a global centre for education. The study uses secondary data from government sources, books, 

journals, and research articles to analyse NEP 2020. It examines implementation issues while analysing the 

policy's recommendations for enhancing education in schools and universities. The study came to the 

conclusion that NEP 2020, which focusses on professional education for skill development and 

employment, is viewed as a well-organised attempt to transform India's educational system. In order to 

guarantee the policy's effectiveness beyond theoretical commitments, the research recommended 

stakeholder collaboration and successful execution. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

This study can be categorized as quantitative research because the researcher was interested in 

determining key variables and contributing factors to the research problem. 39 faculties made up the 
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target population. 

 

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Microsoft Excel was used to tabulate the data and do calculations. As a result, to thoroughly characterize 

and illustrate the opinions and challenges faces by faculties while implementing NEP 2024. Descriptive 

statistical tests such frequency and percentage, were used. 

 

Indicators Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Do you believe that implementing 

NEP 2024 will be challenging? 

4 15 9 6 2 

Is course evaluation challenging? 3 10 9 12 2 

Have you encountered any challenges 

while implementing the IKS (Indian 

Knowledge 

System) subject? 

 

1 

 

18 

 

14 

 

2 

 

2 

Have you encountered any challenges 

while implementing the basket of 

subjects? 

6 19 4 6 0 

Are you satisfied with the basket of 

subjects offered? 

1 17 4 11 4 

Do you think the NEP 2024 syllabus 

is easier compared to the previous 

one? 

12 16 2 6 2 

Are you satisfied with the 

implementation of NEP 2024? 

3 13 11 10 0 

Do you think teaching in regional 

languages has an impact on students' 

learning? 

9 17 8 2 0 

According to NEP 2024, there is 

greater emphasis on practical-based 

learning. Do you think it has been 

implemented effectively? 

 

5 

 

15 

 

8 

 

4 

 

2 

 

 
Figure 1.0 
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Figure1.0. Represent that the majorities of respondents agree that they have encountered challenges 

while implementing the basket of subjects. This suggests that the faculty members from various colleges 

have faced various difficulties in managing the new structure of subjects introduced under NEP 2024. 

 

 
Figure 2.0 

 

Figure 2.0 shows respondents opinion regarding challenges faces during course evaluation. The result 

shows that that most of the respondent do not find course evaluation to be difficult. 

 
Figure 3.0 

Figure 3.0 denotes faculties' opinion while implementing IKS. Overall, the data suggests that 

implementing the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) subject presents challenges for many respondents. 
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Figure 4.0 

Figure 4.0 shows respondents opinion on practical- based learning is being implemented effectively or 

not. Analysis indicates that while a majority agrees that practical-based learning is being implemented 

effectively, there is still some uncertainty among respondents. 

 
Figure 5 .0 

Figure 5.0 shows that most respondents recognize the influence of regional language instruction on 

student learning 
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Figure 6.0 

Figure 6.0 suggests that most respondents are satisfied with the basket subjects offered from various 

streams. 

 
Figure 7.0 

Figure 7.0 recommend that while a majority respondent faces challenges in implementing NEP 2024 
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Figure 8.0 

Figure 8.0 recommend that most respondents perceive the NEP 2024 syllabus as easier compared to the 

previous one. 

In shorts the idea that the NEP 2024 syllabus is perceived as easier by the majority of faculty members. It 

suggests that the shift towards a more student-friendly syllabus could be seen as a positive change. 

 

V. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE ENHANCEMENTS 

Most responders concur that putting NEP 2024 into practice will be difficult. According to the poll, course 

evaluation under NEP 2024 is perceived as difficult. According to 18 respondents, the implementation of 

the IKS topic appears to be a major issue. Most people agree that NEP 2024 is difficult to execute, 

especially when it comes to the basket of disciplines, the Indian Knowledge System, and course 

evaluation. To successfully handle these issues, faculty members might need more resources, clear rules, 

and assistance. 

The author hopes to develop a theoretical framework for NEP implementation and discover correlations 

among the parameters in the future. 
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