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Abstract

The education systems across the globe display significant variation, as every nation has its own structure
of learning shaped by factors such as its historical background, cultural and traditional norms, political
environment and overall social outlook. These factors not only influence the nature of the education system
but also have a direct impact on the status of women within that society. Hence, it can be said that the
education system of a nation and the position of women are closely interrelated, and as different countries
follow different educational frameworks, the opportunities available to women and their place in society
also differ accordingly. This report explores this relationship by showing how inclusive and progressive
education systems tend to uplift women, while restrictive or discriminatory systems often contribute to
their marginalisation. In order to understand this connection more clearly, this paper examines several
global scenarios, beginning with Norway, where a highly developed and supportive education system has
helped women achieve a strong and respectable position in society. It also analyses the situation in
Afghanistan, where severe restrictions on female education have resulted in an extremely low status for
women. The national perspective focuses on India, a country which displays wide variation within itself,
where the status of women in urban regions differs greatly from that of women living in rural areas, largely
due to the differences in educational access and social attitudes. A personal perspective is also included to
highlight how education shapes an individual’s mindset towards gender roles. Furthermore, the report
evaluates the strengths and limitations of the sources used in the research. Overall, this paper aims to
understand the extent to which a nation’s education system influences the status of women and identifies
the additional cultural and political factors that may also contribute to this issue.

Keywords: Women'’s status, Education systems, Gender inequality, Sociocultural norms, Historical and
political influence, Female empowerment, Access to education

Introduction

Education plays a fundamental role in shaping the mindset of individuals and the overall outlook of a
society, and this becomes especially evident when one considers the position of women. Across the globe,
education systems differ widely due to several factors such as the historical background of the nation, its
cultural norms, traditional practices, political climate, and social values. These differences naturally
influence the extent to which women are encouraged, supported, or restricted in their personal and
professional lives. In countries where the education system is inclusive in nature and provides equal
opportunities to girls, women are often seen to hold a respectable position in society. However, in nations
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where education for women is discouraged or restricted due to cultural or political reasons, the status of
women tends to be considerably lower. Hence, it can be said that the nature of the education system of a
country has a direct impact on how women are treated, perceived, and valued within that society.

In order to understand this correlation in depth, this report examines a range of global scenarios which
clearly highlight how education can either uplift women or contribute to their oppression. Norway, for
instance, displays how an advanced and inclusive education system can promote gender equality, whereas
Afghanistan shows how limiting educational access severely affects the basic rights and status of women.
India presents a more complex picture where urban and rural regions display stark differences in both
educational opportunities and societal attitudes. By studying these different contexts, one can understand
how education influences gender roles, shapes public perception, and ultimately determines the social
standing of women. Therefore, this report aims to analyse how far the education system of a nation can be
held responsible for the status of women and to what extent other factors—such as cultural beliefs and
political circumstances—also contribute to this issue.

Methodology

In order to write my report, I have referred to several sources over the internet. The types of sources I have
referred to include research papers, articles, reports, statistics etc. All the types of information I have
referred to and the sources which I have obtained them from have their own respective strengths and
weaknesses which I have also mentioned.

Firstly, speaking about UN documents and websites. The UN documents and websites are credible sources
of information. The data displayed on them is obtained from thorough research and goes through rigorous
reviewing before they are published. Moreover, the UN materials are reliable as they have a neutral
standpoint in all of the issues and do not tend to display bias towards a particular nation by arguing
for/against it. However, as UN documents undergo rigorous evaluation before publishing, this procedure
sometimes takes a long time due to which the information provided by UN documents are not always very
accurate and up to date in nature.

Secondly, speaking about the articles from privately owned websites. Privately owned websites do not
have any pressure or restrictions from any sort of govt/individuals. Hence, they are at liberty to produce
any and all types of information. This lets them produce facts which are sometimes suppressed by the
govt. However, as these websites are privately owned, the information provided on them may always not
be true. Moreover, sometimes they be biased in nature and may only put forward facts regarding the
negative/positive aspects of something or someone. This makes them seem less credible.

Lastly, speaking about articles from News channels. News channels tend to provide more accurate and up
to date information in the least amount of time. Hence, the information present on the websites of news
channels is mostly latest. Moreover, news channels operate at several levels of organisation where the
news is crosschecked by the senior members before it gets published. However, in most cases it is seen
that news channels are mostly influenced by politicians or political parties themselves and hence they try
to influence the public. Due to this the information/argument put forward by news channels is very biased
and one sided in nature. This makes them seem less credible in nature and also suggests the possibility of
vested interest.

Understanding the key concepts
The education system of a nation refers to the entire structure through which academic knowledge, moral
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values, cultural ideas, and essential life skills are taught to the people of that country. It includes the
curriculum designed by educational authorities, the functioning of schools and universities, the role of
teachers, and the laws or policies formulated by the government to regulate learning. In most cases, an
education system also reflects the cultural priorities and ideological beliefs of the country, as nations
usually emphasise subjects and principles that align with their sociopolitical identity. Hence, what students
are taught, how they are taught, and what the system chooses to highlight or ignore all contribute to shaping
the mindset of the future citizens of that nation.

The status of women in a society refers to the extent of freedom, respect, safety, and opportunities that
women are able to access in their personal, social, and professional lives. This includes their ability to
pursue education, gain employment, participate in decision-making roles, and lead a life free from
discrimination or violence. It also reflects how society perceives women and the kind of roles or
responsibilities it expects them to fulfil. The connection between a nation’s education system and the
status of its women becomes clear when one considers that education strongly influences social attitudes.
The values imparted in schools shape how individuals think about gender, equality, and rights. Hence, if
an education system promotes fairness and equal opportunity, women are more likely to enjoy a higher
position in society; whereas if it reinforces patriarchal beliefs or restricts female learning, their status tends
to decline. Therefore, the relationship between education and the condition of women is essential to
examine, as it reveals how deeply educational structures can impact the overall development, equality,
and social progress of a nation.

Findings and Analysis

Scenario across the globe- ‘A Stark Disparity’

The situation in Norway: For instance, one could consider the current scenario of Norway. According to
research conducted by national geographic ' Norway is the best country for women to reside in. The
research conducted by national geographic is based upon three major criteria namely Inclusion, Security
and Justice. The Justice criteria consisted of three criterion that are discriminatory norms, son bias, and
legal discrimination, and Norway had performed the best in all of the three abovementioned sub criterion.
Similarly in the criteria of Security, which also had three sub criterion, intimate partner violence,
community safety and organized violence, Norway had performed the best in all of the three sub- criteria.
Lastly, in the criteria of Inclusion, which had several sub criteria, Norway had performed the best in the
criteria of financial access and cell phone use. According to Centre for Research on Gender Equality 2 in
Norway- 23.5% of female pensioners receive the minimum pension, 14% percent of Chief Executive
Officers in Norway’s biggest organisations are female, and 40% representatives on municipal councils in
Norway are female. The apparent of status of women in Norway is closely related to the education system
of Norway. According to OECD 3, the performance of girls in secondary school is far superior compared
to the performance of boys and the number of girls who complete high within the given time frame also
greatly outnumbers the number of boys who complete high school education. This shows that the

! Eve Conant and others, ‘The Best and Worst Countries to Be a Woman’ National Geographic (16 August 2021)
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/peril-progress-prosperity-womens-well-being-around-the-world-
feature

2 CORE - Centre for Research on Gender Equality, ‘5 Facts about Gender Equality in Norway (23 March 2021)
https://www.samfunnsforskning.no/core/english/publications/Infographics/5-facts-about-gender-equality-in-norway/

3 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Closing the Gender Gap — Norway (OECD country note)
https://www.oecd.org/norway/Closing%20the%20Gender%20Gap%20-%20Norway%20EN.pdf
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education system of Norway is highly inclusive in nature and motivates female students to study and excel
in their academics. As Norway has an education system which greatly supports female students, the
women in the Norwegian society have a reputable status. However, the political scenario of Norway also
favours women, where the popular figures spread ideas regarding women empowerment feminism and the
society has always believed in respecting women. In comparison to the other factors the education system
of Norway has helped more towards the uplifting of women in the Norwegian society.

The situation in Afghanistan:

One could also consider the current situation in Afghanistan. According to United Nations Development
Programme-Human Development Reports-Gender Inequality Index*, Afghanistan has been positioned on
rank 180 out of the 191 countries present on the list. In the WPS index of 2021-2022 °> Afghanistan has
been placed on rank 170 out of the 170 countries present on the list. ¢ Afghanistan is the where women
experience the highest gender-based violence and 35% of afghani women are exposed to brutal domestic
violence by their husbands. Honour killing is also a major problem in Afghanistan, although the law and
order of Afghanistan prohibits such actions, it isn’t competent enough to ensure the prevention of the same
hence honour killing is still a popular and widely accepted practice in Afghanistan. It can be clearly
understood from the given data that the women in Afghanistan have a very inferior position in society and
have a very low status. The education system of Afghanistan can be held highly responsible for this. In
Afghanistan girls are not permitted to attend school for more than two years. According to UN News
Global Perspective Human stories ’, in December 2022 the Taliban administration in Afghanistan
prohibited young females from studying in universities. This order was shortly passed after the previous
order which banned female students from attending schools providing secondary education. In an
UNESCO article 8, it has also been said that the Taliban condemns the existence of coeducational school
and like several other Islamic nations the number of coed schools in Afghanistan is decreasing day by day.
The above-mentioned information clearly shows that women are unable to access education in
Afghanistan, moreover the concept of coeducational schools in Afghanistan is also very less, hence,
naturally the males in Afghanistan do not interact with the females and do learn to respect women. This
leads to the heinous crimes and atrocities against women in Afghanistan due to the lack of a proper
education system. However, there are other reasons as well which contribute to this. Some religious leaders
misinterpret the teaching of the religion, and misuse the religion itself to spread negativity towards women
in order to facilitate their own political ambitions. Hence the education system of Afghanistan cannot
solely be held responsible for the status of women but is the most significant cause of the issue.

State of affairs in India
India is a nation which by itself shows a wide variation in the status of women across regions. The status
of women in urban areas greatly differs from the status of women in rural regions. Women living in the

4 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Human Development Reports: Data Downloads (UNDP, 2023)
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/documentation-and-downloads

> Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security (GIWPS), Women, Peace and Security Index 2021-22
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/the-index/

6 Concern Worldwide US, ‘10 of the Worst Countries for Women’s Rights’ (12 August 2022)
https://www.concernusa.org/story/worst-countries-for-womens-rights/

7 UN News, ‘Afghan Girls and Women Made Focus of International Education Day: UNESCO’ UN News (19 January 2023)
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/01/1132637

8 Niaz Asadullah, ‘The Rise and Role of Religious Education in Afghanistan’ World Education Blog (UNESCO, 19 May 2022)
https://world-education-blog.org/2021/09/17/the-rise-and-role-of-religious-education-in-afghanistan/
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urban areas are able to secure highly paying jobs and lead a lavish lifestyle. Moreover, women living in
the cities are engaged in various occupations ? such as medical practitioners, advocates, civil services,
defence- primarily air force, teaching, banking etc. One of the most prominent professions where women
have made great impact is journalism, where several female journalists are being given the positions of
prime-time anchors. In such scenarios women get the opportunity to vocalise the problems faced by
women in the society and are also able to propagate ideas which would help to resolve such issues.
However, the pay scale of men and women still show discrepancies where organisations still tend to pay
higher salaries to men for the same position. This is the situation of women in the urban areas however,
the situation of women in rural areas is very different. '° The population of India is 135crore where 65.13%
of the population resides in rural areas and 48% of the population of the rural areas is formed by women.
The society in the rural regions of India is very primitive and patriarchal in nature. The society believes
that men are superior to women and the words spoken by the “man of the house” are law and cannot be
disobeyed. Hence, crimes such as domestic violence, rape, are very common in such places. In the rural
portions of India men are considered to be the head of the family and it is the men who prohibit women
from getting out of their homes and studying in schools. Rather at home the female children are encouraged
to engage into household chores and are married at ages as early as 16. Although in the recent years women
living in the rural regions have gained access to some amount of education, yet govt organisations and
small organisations operating in such areas prefer to hire male employees over female employees. Hence,
a large number of women remain unemployed in rural regions and are unable to improve their position in
society. !! There are several educational institutions across India which follow different boards. One of
the most common boards in India is the CBSE board. The physical education textbook makes misogynistic
comments on a woman’s body saying that the perfect body measurements of a women are 36-24-36. It is
the education system that shapes the minds of the students and where the education system is misogynistic
in nature it is only natural for crimes to be committed against. However, there are other factors in India
which contribute to this such as the political scenario of the areas and the type of propaganda spread by
politicians. Not only politicians but there are several religious leaders in India who propagate ideas where
women should be restricted to the household duties. Moreover, it is the political parties in power who
control the education system of the state boards. Hence, in India’s case it is the political circumstances
which affects the position of women in society compared to the education system.

Conclusion and Suggestions

In my opinion, the system of education and the status of women in society are closely inter related. The
society consists of people, and the nature and mindset of a person depends on his/her upbringing and
education. The mindset of an educated and civilised individual would be quite different to that of an
illiterate and indecent individual. This difference in mindset is caused by the presence of education. Not
only it is the presence of education that matters but the system of education also makes a big difference.
The term education system here refers to not only the education itself but also its outlook and approach

9 Khatabook, ‘What Are the Best Jobs for Women in India?’ (11 February 2020) https://khatabook.com/blog/best-jobs-for-
women-in-india/

10 BW Online / BusinessWorld, ‘Rural Women in India: The Veiled Potential’ (BW Disrupt, 16 November 2020)
https://bwdisrupt.businessworld.in/article/Rural-Women-in-India-The-Veiled-Potential /16-11-2020-343133/

1 The Indian Express, ‘Class 12 CBSE Physical Education Textbook Claims 36-24-36 Is “Best” Female Figure’ (12 April 2017)
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/this-is-serious/class-12-cbse-physical-education-textbook-claims-36-24-36-is-
best-female-figure-4610040/

IJFMR260165641 Volume 8, Issue 1, January-February 2026 5



http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://khatabook.com/blog/best-jobs-for-women-in-india/
https://khatabook.com/blog/best-jobs-for-women-in-india/
https://bwdisrupt.businessworld.in/article/Rural-Women-in-India-The-Veiled-Potential/16-11-2020-343133/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/this-is-serious/class-12-cbse-physical-education-textbook-claims-36-24-36-is-best-female-figure-4610040/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/this-is-serious/class-12-cbse-physical-education-textbook-claims-36-24-36-is-best-female-figure-4610040/

~ Y International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

ILJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijffmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com

towards several aspects of the society and how it introduces them to the students. As education systems
across countries differ, students across the globe are sometimes taught about the same aspects of society
but from very different angles. Hence, the mindset of people also differs, and the societies across countries
also displays variation in ideologies. One country may be very supportive towards the empowerment of
women, whereas the other may follow patriarchal stereotypes and promote or support gender
discrimination. In order to improve the status of women I believe that students should be taught about this
concept from several different angles, where they should be taught about the different ideologies that
countries across the globe hold regarding this matter. However, it might be said that spreading the ideas
of feminism amongst students may lead to misandrism or pseudo feminism. It is true that such
circumstances may occur. Hence, it is vital for all countries and education systems to teach students about
both misogyny and misandrism and explain them that both men and women are equal and no gender
should be thought to be more superior than the other.
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