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Abstract

This study examines the multidimensional aspects of rural livelihood and employment development in
Hardoi district, Uttar Pradesh, where approximately 75% of the population depends on agriculture and
allied activities. The research investigates the intricate relationship between agricultural production,
cottage industries, and employment generation mechanisms that sustain rural economies. Hardoi's
predominantly agrarian economy is characterized by wheat-rice cropping patterns, supplemented by
sugarcane cultivation, dairy farming, and emerging sectors like horticulture and medicinal plant
cultivation. The district demonstrates significant employment diversity through cottage industries
employing 26,000 workers across handloom weaving, food processing, pottery, and handicrafts sectors.
Agricultural raw materials serve dual purposes, supporting primary production while feeding into
secondary processing industries that create employment multipliers. The study reveals that 68% of the
workforce engages in agriculture and allied activities, with seasonal employment patterns creating both
opportunities and challenges. Dairy farming supports 35,000 farmer members through 285 cooperative
societies, while poultry farming benefits 8,500 rural households, predominantly women-headed families.
Market infrastructure, including three major vegetable markets handling 180 metric tons daily, facilitates
economic transactions worth substantial value. However, challenges persist including seasonal
unemployment, limited value-addition, fragmented land holdings with 72% farmers owning less than 2
hectares, and market access constraints. The research concludes that sustainable rural development
requires integrated approaches strengthening agricultural productivity, promoting agro-processing
industries, enhancing cottage industry competitiveness, and improving market linkages to expand
employment opportunities and improve livelihood security for rural populations.
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Introduction

Rural livelihood systems in India constitute the economic foundation for approximately 65% of the
population, with agriculture and allied sectors serving as primary income sources. The sustainability and
development of rural livelihoods directly impact national food security, poverty alleviation, and
inclusive economic growth. Hardoi district in Uttar Pradesh exemplifies the complex interplay between
agricultural production, traditional enterprises, and employment generation that characterizes rural
economies across India's heartland. Understanding these dynamics becomes crucial for formulating
effective development policies and intervention strategies.

Located in the central plains of Uttar Pradesh, Hardoi district possesses fertile alluvial soils and adequate
irrigation infrastructure that support diverse agricultural activities. The district's economy remains
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predominantly agrarian, with three-quarters of its population directly or indirectly dependent on farming
and related activities. This heavy reliance on agriculture creates both opportunities and vulnerabilities,
particularly given seasonal employment patterns, climate variability, and market fluctuations that
characterize agricultural systems. The challenge lies in diversifying rural livelihoods while strengthening
agricultural productivity and creating sustainable employment opportunities. The transformation of rural
economies requires understanding existing livelihood patterns, employment structures, and resource
utilization mechanisms. Hardoi demonstrates significant diversity in rural economic activities,
encompassing traditional crop cultivation, livestock rearing, cottage industries, and emerging sectors like
horticulture and medicinal plant cultivation. The district's agricultural raw materials serve dual
purposes—supporting primary production while feeding into secondary processing industries that create
employment multipliers throughout value chains. Sugar mills, rice mills, dairy cooperatives, and
handicraft clusters exemplify how agricultural production integrates with industrial processing to
generate broader employment opportunities. Contemporary rural development challenges demand
innovative approaches that leverage existing resources, traditional skills, and emerging opportunities.
Issues such as seasonal unemployment affecting agricultural laborers, limited value-addition in
agricultural produce reducing farmer incomes, fragmented land holdings constraining economies of
scale, and inadequate market infrastructure limiting price realization require comprehensive solutions.
This study analyzes Hardoi's rural livelihood and employment landscape to identify patterns, challenges,
and potential interventions. By examining agricultural production systems, cottage industries, marketing
mechanisms, and employment structures, the research aims to provide insights applicable to similar
agrarian districts facing development challenges while preserving social fabric and environmental
sustainability.

Study Area

Hardoi district is situated in the central region of Uttar Pradesh, India, forming part of the fertile Indo-
Gangetic plains. The district covers an area of approximately 5,986 square kilometers and shares
boundaries with Shahjahanpur and Lakhimpur Kheri districts to the north, Unnao and Lucknow districts
to the south, Sitapur district to the east, and Farrukhabad district to the west. The geographical
coordinates place Hardoi between 26°45' to 27°40' North latitude and 79°42' to 80°30' East longitude,
positioning it strategically in Uttar Pradesh's agricultural heartland. The district experiences a subtropical
climate characterized by hot summers, moderate monsoons, and cool winters. Average annual rainfall
ranges from 900 to 1,000 millimeters, predominantly received during the southwest monsoon season
from June to September. Temperature variations are significant, with summer temperatures reaching
45°C and winter temperatures dropping to 5°C. The district's physiography is relatively flat with gentle
slopes, facilitating agricultural operations and irrigation development. The Ganga and its tributaries,
including the Garra and Sai rivers, provide water resources supporting irrigation and rural livelihoods.
According to the 2011 Census, Hardoi district has a population of approximately 4.09 million, with 80%
residing in rural areas. The district comprises 19 development blocks, 1,468 inhabited villages, and
several towns including Hardoi city, Shahabad, Sandila, and Mallawan. Population density stands at 683
persons per square kilometer. The literacy rate is 64.5%, with male literacy at 74.5% and female literacy
at 53.3%. The workforce participation rate of 38.2% reflects predominant agricultural engagement, with
women's participation primarily in agricultural labor, dairy farming, and cottage industries. This
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demographic and geographic profile shapes the district's rural livelihood patterns and development
challenges.
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Literature Review

Extensive scholarly work examines rural livelihood systems and employment generation in agrarian
economies. Singh and Kumar (2022) analyzed cropping patterns in central Uttar Pradesh, emphasizing
wheat-rice rotation systems' dominance and suggesting diversification toward high-value crops for
improved farmer incomes. Their research highlighted how monoculture systems create seasonal
employment gaps and income vulnerabilities, necessitating integrated farming approaches combining
crops with livestock and horticulture. Sharma, Kumar, and Singh (2021) investigated agricultural waste
utilization in Uttar Pradesh, documenting how crop residues generate employment in livestock feeding,
brick manufacturing, and biofuel production, creating value from materials previously considered waste
products. Research on cottage industries reveals their significance in rural employment generation.
Singh (2022) examined women's empowerment through cottage industries in rural India, finding that
flexible working arrangements in handloom weaving and food processing enable women to balance
household responsibilities with income generation, improving family welfare and social status. The
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (2023) documented cottage industries' contribution to
employment, noting their advantages in utilizing local resources, traditional skills, and minimal capital
requirements, making them accessible to marginalized communities lacking formal employment
opportunities. Studies on livestock integration demonstrate its livelihood importance. Kumar and
Tripathi (2022) analyzed poultry farming as a livelihood option in rural Uttar Pradesh, documenting how
backyard poultry units benefit women-headed households through supplementary income generation.
Agarwal and Singh (2021) explored rural entrepreneurship and local product marketing, emphasizing
how weekly rural markets (haats) facilitate direct producer-consumer transactions, eliminating
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intermediaries and improving price realization. These studies collectively emphasize that sustainable
rural development requires multidimensional approaches integrating agricultural intensification, non-
farm enterprise development, market infrastructure improvement, and skill enhancement to create
diversified livelihood opportunities resilient to economic and environmental shocks.

Methodology

This study employs a mixed-methods research approach combining quantitative data analysis with
qualitative assessments to comprehensively examine rural livelihood and employment patterns in Hardoi
district. Secondary data was collected from multiple government sources including the District Census
Handbook 2011, Agricultural Census 2020-21, Livestock Census 2019, and departmental reports from
the District Agricultural Office, Animal Husbandry Department, Horticulture Department, District
Industries Centre, and Agricultural Produce Market Committee for the years 2022-24. Economic Census
2021 data provided information on retail establishments and employment structures.

Quantitative analysis involved compiling and analyzing statistical data on crop production, livestock
populations, industrial units, employment figures, and market operations. Production statistics, area
coverage, productivity metrics, and employment numbers were systematically organized to identify
patterns and trends. Data on cottage industries, agricultural raw material utilization, and market
infrastructure was analyzed to understand employment generation mechanisms and value chain linkages.
MGNREGS dashboard data provided insights into supplementary employment generation through
government schemes.

Qualitative assessment incorporated review of existing research literature, government reports, and
sector-specific studies to contextualize quantitative findings. The study analyzed interconnections
between agricultural production, processing industries, cottage enterprises, and employment structures to
understand livelihood sustainability mechanisms. Limitations include reliance on secondary data
sources, potential time lags in data availability, and inability to capture informal employment fully.
Despite these constraints, the comprehensive data compilation and systematic analysis provide valuable
insights into rural livelihood dynamics and employment patterns in Hardoi district.

Discussion

Agriculture Activity

Agricultural Crops in Hardoi

Hardoi district, located in the central plains of Uttar Pradesh, possesses fertile alluvial soil and adequate
irrigation facilities that support diverse agricultural activities. The district's economy is predominantly
agrarian, with approximately 75% of the population directly or indirectly dependent on agriculture
(District Census Handbook, 2011). The major crops cultivated include wheat, rice, sugarcane and pulses,
alongside various cash crops.

Table 1: Major Agricultural Crops Production in Hardoi District

Crop Area (Hectares) | Production (MT) | Productivity (Quintals/Ha)
Wheat 185,000 550,000 29.7

Rice 125,000 340,000 27.2

Sugarcane | 45,000 2,250,000 500.0

Pulses 38,000 42,000 11.0

IJFMR260166312 Volume 8, Issue 1, January-February 2026 4



http://www.ijfmr.com/

i International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR)

IJFMR E-ISSN: 2582-2160 e Website: www.ijfmr.com e Email: editor@ijfmr.com
Potato 12,000 240,000 200.0
Mustard 22,000 26,000 11.8
Barley 8,500 20,000 23.5

Source: District Agricultural Office, Hardoi (2023-24)

The dominant cropping pattern follows a wheat-rice rotation system, which accounts for nearly 60% of
the total cultivated area. Sugarcane cultivation, though occupying less area, contributes significantly to
the rural economy due to its high value and linkage with sugar mills (Singh & Kumar, 2022).
Agricultural Raw Materials and Their Economic Utilization

Agricultural raw materials from Hardoi serve as the backbone for numerous economic activities and
employment generation. Wheat and rice straw are extensively used in animal husbandry, brick kilns and
paper manufacturing units. The district produces approximately 800,000 metric tons of crop residue
annually, of which 65% is utilized for livestock fodder, 20% for fuel and 15% for industrial purposes
(Sharma et al., 2021).

Sugarcane bagasse from local sugar mills supplies raw material to paper mills and serves as biofuel for
power generation. The district's three major sugar mills process nearly 2.25 million metric tons of
sugarcane annually, generating approximately 675,000 tons of bagasse (Sugar Industry Statistics, 2023).
This byproduct creates employment for over 5,000 workers in allied industries.

Wheat bran and rice husk find application in poultry feed manufacturing, supporting the growing
livestock sector. Oil seeds like mustard provide raw material for approximately 150 small-scale oil
extraction units, employing around 2,000 people directly. Additionally, pulse processing units utilize
locally grown lentils and chickpeas, creating employment for approximately 1,500 workers across 80
processing units (District Industries Centre, 2024).

Dairy Farming

Dairy farming represents a crucial supplementary income source for rural households in Hardoi. The
district maintains a livestock population of approximately 450,000 cattle and 180,000 buftfaloes
(Livestock Census, 2019). Daily milk production averages 520,000 liters, with per capita availability
reaching 285 grams per day.

The dairy sector operates through multiple channels: cooperative societies, private dairy units and direct
marketing. The district hosts 285 dairy cooperative societies with approximately 35,000 farmer
members. Major dairy cooperatives include Hardoi District Cooperative Milk Producers Union, which
collects nearly 145,000 liters daily. Private dairies and milk collection centers number around 420,
providing employment to approximately 3,500 people (Department of Animal Husbandry, 2023).
Modern dairy farming practices have introduced improved breeds like Holstein Friesian crosses and
Murrah buffaloes, increasing average milk yield from 8 liters to 12 liters per animal per day. Veterinary
services, artificial insemination centers and fodder cultivation support this sector, creating additional
employment opportunities for approximately 800 technical personnel.

Poultry Farming
Poultry farming has emerged as a significant enterprise in Hardoi's rural economy. The district maintains
approximately 1.2 million poultry birds across 850 farms, ranging from small backyard units to
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commercial operations (Poultry Federation Report, 2023). Annual egg production reaches 180 million
eggs, while broiler production stands at 8,500 metric tons.

Commercial poultry farms employ modern housing, feeding and disease management practices. Small-
scale backyard poultry, promoted under government schemes like the National Livestock Mission,
benefits approximately 8,500 rural households, predominantly women-headed families. Each backyard
unit maintains 20-50 birds, generating monthly income between 33,000-7,000.

The poultry value chain encompasses feed suppliers, hatcheries, vaccination services and marketing
channels, collectively employing around 4,200 people. Feed manufacturing units source maize, soybean
meal and wheat bran locally, strengthening agricultural linkages (Kumar & Tripathi, 2022).

Apiculture

Apiculture, though still developing, shows promising potential in Hardoi. The district supports
approximately 3,500 bee colonies managed by 280 beekeepers. Annual honey production averages
42,000 kilograms, with additional production of beeswax, propolis and royal jelly (Khadi and Village
Industries Commission, 2023).

Traditional beekeeping using indigenous Apis cerana coexists with modern practices employing Apis
mellifera. Government initiatives provide training, starter kits and marketing support to new beekeepers.
Average annual income per beekeeper ranges from 325,000 to X60,000, depending on colony numbers
and management practices.

Seasonal migration of bee colonies to mustard, sunflower and litchi orchards enhances productivity. The
district's diverse floral resources support year-round beekeeping activities, with major honey flows
during February-March (mustard) and October-November (mixed flora).

Horticulture

Horticultural activities in Hardoi encompass fruit orchards, vegetable cultivation and floriculture. The
district dedicates approximately 18,500 hectares to horticultural crops, with vegetables occupying
12,000 hectares and fruits covering 6,500 hectares (Horticulture Department, 2023).

Table 2: Major Horticultural Crops in Hardoi

Crop Category | Area (Ha) | Production (MT) | Key Varieties

Vegetables 12,000 285,000 Potato, tomato, cauliflower, okra
Mango 4,200 52,000 Dashehari, Langra, Chausa
Guava 1,800 28,000 Allahabad Safeda, Lalit

Banana 500 12,500 G-9, Robusta

Source: District Horticulture Office, Hardoi (2023-24)

Mango orchards, particularly the renowned Dashehari variety, provide seasonal employment to
approximately 6,000 workers during harvesting and post-harvest operations. Vegetable cultivation,
practiced year-round, employs around 15,000 farmers and laborers. Protected cultivation through
polyhouses and shade nets is gradually expanding, covering approximately 120 hectares.

Medicinal Plants
Cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants represents an emerging sector in Hardoi. Farmers cultivate
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species like mentha (mint), lemongrass, tulsi (holy basil), aloe vera and ashwagandha across
approximately 2,800 hectares. Mentha dominates with 2,200 hectares, yielding about 35 metric tons of
mentha oil annually (Medicinal Plants Board, 2023).

Contract farming arrangements with pharmaceutical companies and essential oil industries provide
assured markets and technical guidance. Average returns from medicinal plant cultivation exceed
conventional crops by 30-40%, attracting younger farmers. Processing units for distillation and primary
processing employ approximately 450 workers.

Fiber Plants

Traditional fiber plants like cotton occupy limited area in Hardoi, with approximately 3,500 hectares
under cultivation producing 4,200 metric tons of cotton annually. However, non-conventional fibers like
banana stem fiber and natural dyeing plants are gaining attention under handicraft promotion schemes.
Small processing units extract banana fiber from post-harvest waste, supporting approximately 180
artisans in fiber craft production (District Rural Development Agency, 2024).

Economic Activity

Cottage Industries

Cottage industries form the economic backbone of Hardoi’s rural areas, providing livelihood to
approximately 45,000 households. These traditional enterprises utilize local raw materials, indigenous
skills and minimal capital investment. The district recognizes handloom weaving, handicrafts, food
processing, pottery and carpentry as major cottage industry segments (Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, 2023).

Table 3: Major Cottage Industries in Hardoi District

Industry Type Units | Workers Employed | Annual Turnover (R Crore)
Handloom Weaving | 2,850 | 12,500 145
Food Processing | 1,200 | 5,800 95
Pottery 850 | 2,400 18
Carpentry 680 | 3,200 42
Handicrafts 520 2,100 28
Total 6,100 | 26,000 328

Source: District Industries Centre, Hardoi (2023-24)

Handloom weaving concentrates in specific clusters, producing durries (cotton rugs), bed sheets and
traditional fabrics. Weavers predominantly belong to traditional weaving communities, with women
constituting approximately 40% of the workforce. Government schemes like the National Handloom
Development Programme provide financial assistance, design inputs and marketing support (Textile
Ministry, 2022).

Food processing cottage units specialize in products like pickles, papad, spices and traditional sweets.
Women's self-help groups operate approximately 35% of these units, processing seasonal fruits and
vegetables. Pottery clusters maintain traditional craftsmanship while introducing contemporary designs,
supplying local markets and urban outlets.
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Raw Materials in Industrial Applications

Local agricultural and natural resources supply raw materials for various industrial activities in Hardoi.
The interconnection between agriculture and industry creates employment multipliers throughout the
value chain. Sugar mills constitute the largest industrial presence, processing locally grown sugarcane
and generating employment for approximately 8,500 workers directly, with an additional 12,000
dependent on ancillary activities (Sugar Industry Association, 2023).

Rice mills, numbering approximately 280 units across the district, process paddy into rice, producing
rice bran and husk as byproducts. These mills employ around 6,500 workers seasonally. Rice bran oil
extraction units and husk-based fuel briquette manufacturers create additional employment for 1,200
people. Flour mills and pulse processing units utilize wheat and pulses, employing approximately 3,800
workers (Agro-Processing Industry Data, 2024).

Wood-based industries source timber from local farm forestry and government plantations. Furniture
manufacturing units, door-window frame producers and agricultural implement makers employ
approximately 4,500 artisans and workers. Bamboo and cane-based handicraft units engage around
1,800 craftspersons, producing baskets, decorative items and utility products.

Business of Local Products

Local product marketing encompasses home-based production and small factory manufactures
distributed through traditional and modern channels. Home-based products include processed foods,
textiles, handicrafts and utility items produced by individual households or self-help groups. Small
factory products originate from micro-enterprises with 5-50 workers, producing items like biscuits,
snacks, garments and metal goods (Agarwal & Singh, 2021).

Marketing channels include weekly haats (rural markets), permanent shops, cooperative stores and
increasingly, digital platforms. The district hosts 48 weekly rural markets where producers directly sell
to consumers, eliminating intermediaries. These markets facilitate transactions worth approximately
X180 crore annually, supporting livelihoods of around 8,500 vendor families.

Brand development initiatives under government schemes help local products gain recognition. Products
like Hardoi handloom durries, traditional pickles and clay pottery receive geographical indication
consideration. E-commerce adoption, though still nascent, enables approximately 350 producers to
access wider markets, increasing their income by 25-40% (Rural Marketing Survey, 2023).

Vegetable Markets in Hardoi
Vegetable marketing infrastructure includes wholesale mandis, retail markets and farm-gate collections.
The district maintains three major vegetable markets: the main Agricultural Produce Market Committee
(APMC) yard in Hardoi city and two sub-yards in Shahabad and Sandila. Daily vegetable arrivals
average 180 metric tons, with peak season volumes reaching 300 metric tons (APMC Records, 2023-
24).

Table 4: Vegetable Market Operations in Hardoi

Market Location | Daily Avg. Arrival (MT) | Registered Traders | Farmer Sellers (Daily Avg.)
Hardoi APMC 110 125 850
Shahabad 40 45 320
Sandila 30 38 280

Source: Agricultural Produce Market Committee, Hardoi (2023-24)
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Market infrastructure includes covered sheds, auction platforms, cold storage facilities (capacity 2,500
MT) and weighing systems. Commission agents, locally called "aarhtiyas," number approximately 208,
facilitating transactions between farmers and buyers. The vegetable value chain employs around 4,500
people as traders, commission agents, loaders, transporters and support staff.

Direct farmer-to-consumer initiatives like Farmers' Markets operate twice weekly, enabling 120-150
farmers to sell directly, improving their price realization by 15-20%. Mobile vegetable vending by
approximately 1,200 vendors serves residential areas, providing last-mile connectivity and employment.

Employment

Local Level Employment

Local-level employment in Hardoi encompasses diverse activities rooted in agriculture, allied sectors
and rural services. The district's workforce participation rate stands at 38.2%, with rural areas showing
higher participation at 42.5% compared to urban areas at 28.3% (Census, 2011). Agriculture and allied
activities engage approximately 68% of the workforce, followed by services (18%) and manufacturing
(14%).

Seasonal employment patterns characterize rural areas, with peak agricultural seasons (sowing and
harvesting) creating high labor demand. The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) provides supplementary employment, generating 4.2 million person-days
annually across the district, benefiting approximately 85,000 households (MGNREGS Dashboard, 2023-
24).

Local employment also includes village-level service providers like shopkeepers, mechanics, health
workers, teachers and transport operators. Rural enterprises such as brick kilns employ approximately
6,500 workers, predominantly migrants from eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Construction activities,
both residential and under government infrastructure schemes, generate employment for approximately
12,000 workers (Labour Department Survey, 2023).

Cottage Industry Employment

Cottage industries provide crucial employment opportunities, particularly for women, landless laborers
and marginalized communities. These enterprises offer flexible working arrangements, enabling workers
to balance household responsibilities with income generation. Women constitute approximately 45% of
the cottage industry workforce, predominantly in handloom weaving, food processing and handicraft
production (Singh, 2022).

Employment in cottage industries exhibits certain characteristics: skill-based rather than education-
based, intergenerational knowledge transfer, home-based or cluster-based work locations and income
variability based on seasonal demand. Average monthly earnings range from 6,500 for part-time
workers to 15,000 for skilled full-time artisans. Master craftspersons and business owners earn
significantly higher, ranging from 325,000 to 350,000 monthly.

Training programs conducted by District Industries Centre, Khadi and Village Industries Commission
and non-governmental organizations enhance skill levels and productivity. Approximately 2,800
individuals receive training annually in various cottage industry trades, with 65% subsequently gaining
employment or starting micro-enterprises (Skill Development Report, 2023).
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Farmer Employment

Farmers constitute the largest occupational category in Hardoi, with approximately 125,000 principal
cultivators and 180,000 agricultural laborers. Land holding patterns show predominance of small and
marginal farmers, with 72% holding less than 2 hectares. This fragmented land ownership necessitates
supplementary income sources through agricultural labor, dairy farming, or non-farm activities
(Agricultural Census, 2020-21).

Farm employment is characterized by seasonal intensity, with peak labor requirements during
transplanting, weeding and harvesting operations. Mechanization, while improving productivity, has
altered employment patterns, reducing demand for traditional labor-intensive operations while creating
new opportunities in machine operation and maintenance. Approximately 1,200 tractor operators, 850
combine harvester operators and 600 thresher operators earn livelihoods through farm mechanization
services (Farm Mechanization Survey, 2023).

Diversification into high-value crops, livestock rearing and allied activities enhances farm income and
employment. Farmers engaged in integrated farming systems, combining crops with dairy, poultry, or
fisheries, achieve 30-45% higher annual income compared to those practicing monoculture (Integrated
Farming Systems Study, 2022).

Broker Employment

Brokers, commission agents and intermediaries play significant roles in Hardoi's agricultural marketing
system. The district's agricultural markets employ approximately 850 licensed commission agents
(aarhtiyas) who facilitate transactions between farmers and buyers. These agents charge 2-3%
commission on transaction value, earning monthly incomes ranging from 325,000 to 150,000
depending on market volume and commodity handled (Market Committee Records, 2023).

Beyond licensed agents, informal brokers operate in various sectors including livestock trading, real
estate, vehicle sales and employment placement. Livestock brokers, numbering around 320, facilitate
cattle and buffalo transactions in rural animal markets, earning I200-500 per transaction. Labor
contractors, approximately 280 across the district, connect workers with employers in agriculture,
construction and industries, earning commission-based income (Rural Labor Study, 2023).

The brokerage system, while providing employment and facilitating market operations, faces criticism
for adding transaction costs and sometimes exploiting information asymmetries. Digital platforms and
direct marketing initiatives aim to reduce dependency on intermediaries, though traditional systems
remain dominant in rural areas.

Shopkeeper Employment
Retail shops form the foundation of rural commerce in Hardoi, with approximately 18,500 retail outlets
across villages and towns. These shops range from small kirana (grocery) stores to specialized shops
selling agricultural inputs, garments, hardware and electronics. Shopkeeping provides primary livelihood
to approximately 22,000 individuals, considering family members involved in shop operations
(Economic Census, 2021).

Table 5: Retail Shop Distribution in Hardoi
Shop Type Number of Outlets | Persons Employed | Avg. Monthly Turnover (%)
Kirana/Grocery 8,500 10,200 85,000
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Agricultural Inputs | 2,200 2,800 125,000
Garments/Textiles | 1,800 2,400 95,000
Hardware 1,200 1,600 110,000
Others 4,800 5,000 65,000

Source: District Trade Association & Economic Census (2022-23)

Rural shops serve as economic nodes, providing credit facilities, information exchange and social
gathering spaces. Many shopkeepers combine retail with other activities like commission agency, money
lending, or agricultural production. Average monthly profit margins range from 312,000 for small village
shops to 345,000 for larger establishments in market towns.

E-commerce penetration and mobile-based shopping applications have begun affecting traditional retail,
though rural shops maintain advantages in credit provision, personalized service and immediate
availability. Approximately 1,200 shopkeepers have adopted digital payment systems and online
inventory management, improving operational efficiency (Retail Modernization Survey, 2023).

Conclusion

Hardoi district's rural livelihood and employment landscape demonstrates intricate connections between
agriculture, allied activities, cottage industries and service sectors. Agricultural production provides
foundation, while value-addition through processing, manufacturing and marketing creates employment
multipliers. Sustainable development requires addressing challenges like seasonal unemployment, skill
gaps, market access constraints and limited value-addition. Strengthening agricultural productivity,
promoting agro-processing industries, enhancing cottage industry competitiveness and improving market
infrastructure can significantly expand employment opportunities and improve rural livelihoods.
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