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Abstract:

In the present study, an attempt was made to assess the awareness of soil testing and the use of fertilizers
among farmers in Belagavi District. The survey method was adopted, and data were collected using a
structured questionnaire. A total of 500 farmers were randomly selected for the study. Structured
interviews were conducted with 500 farmers from ten talukas of Belagavi District, with 50 respondents
drawn from each taluka representing different categories. The responses obtained from these interviews
formed the basis for the analysis and results.)
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1.INTRODUCTION:

In general terms, information refers to anything that can be communicated or received through various
media such as radio, television, and newspapers. It is the knowledge that is acquired, shared, derived,
and reinforced through observation, reasoning, study, and experience. The crucial role of information is
evident in the vast range of agricultural activities in which it is applied, including the growth of
knowledge and wisdom, decision-making, management, and the use of information technology.

Progress in agriculture has been made possible due to the availability and awareness of knowledge
created by past generations, cultures, and societies. Information forms the foundation of all knowledge.
When information, as a meaningful response to a stimulus, is correlated, synthesized, and organized over
time, it develops into knowledge. When such knowledge is applied and tested continuously over long
periods and accepted as truth, it attains the level of wisdom, which becomes part of human heritage.
Accurate, useful, and timely information on new crops, improved yields, innovative processes, patents,
standards, and ongoing research is vital for farmers to compete and survive in the present context.
Information enables farmers to perform their day-to-day activities effectively. Thus, an information
society has emerged in which information plays a central role, particularly in the field of agriculture, on
which the Indian economy largely depends. Farmers are highly dependent on information; however, they
need to be trained to access and use it effectively. Therefore, information literacy programmes are
essential, and the provision of the right information at the right time and in the right context becomes a
crucial aspect of communication.

Information is an important commodity in human environment like food and other basic human
environment like food and other basic needs; it is looked upon as a human necessity in information age.
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With regard to the importance of information it is said that information is the vital resources for all
round development of society, e.g., individual, community, society and a nation this sort of development
lead to social, economic and political progress of a country. This information can be seen as a source
which liberation the person from all the problems of life, namely social, spiritual, economic and
political. It is stated that “An Informed mind is an enriched and enabled mind”. It is understood that no
society will grow without information, alertness, acquirement and appropriateness. Therefore
information is a big and inevitable asset to every user and he uses whenever need explores. It is useful to
different users for different purposes such as academicians of different sciences and faculties, farmers
and different business magnets.

2. Review of Literature:

Kumar and Kuriya (2013) in their research study conducted on “The Information seeking Behaviour of
the Farmers of Khorjapur and Mavaiya village of Raibhareli District”. The study has shown that most of
the farmers are less educated. They seek the required information from their friends and relatives as they
don’t have libraries in their villages. Further, the study has shown that they are facing the problems like
illiteracy, unawareness, and lack of information centers and the non-availability of extension officers.
Most of the farmers are not aware about new tools and techniques of farming.

Meena et al (2013); in their research study on “Information seeking Behaviour of Farmers about Guava
production Technology”, conducted in one of the Panchayat samithis of Sawaimadhopur district of
Rajasthan on the basis of maximum area under guava cultivations. At the rate of 20 guava growers from
each village, total number of villages selected was six by simple random method for the study purpose.
The study has exposed that progressive farmers and agriculture supervisors were the most preferred
sources whereas demonstration and radio were the most liked much so much of information for the
guava growers in the study area.

Sonar (2013) had conducted a study ‘“Micro Planning techniques: A key for rural development”
explained the role of Micro Planning as a technique of development planning and programming of rural
community. Failures of rural development initiatives have been examined critically.

Teggeli et al (2013) conducted a study on “Impact of Vermi-technology on socio-economic change of
Farmers in Gulbarga District” has explained the importance of the use of vermin-technology in better
waste management in urban and semi-urban areas which would be helpful to the growth of source of
income and thereby economic empowerment which includes the reduction of problems of poverty,
marginalization, low hygiene and poor waste management. It has detailed the farmers’ entrepreneurship
development skills through vermin-technology.

Tucker and Napier(2002) conducted a study about “Preferred Sources and Channels of soil and water
conservation Information among Farmers in Three Midwestern US watersheds” emphasizes the
importance of constructing of watersheds and their management in the water conservation. Watershed
infers a seepage territory containing Hundreds of hectares to Thousands of hectares from which water
drains towards a single channel. It is a social and financial unit for network advancement and protections
of water, soil, backwoods and related assets. These give a level of protection against floods, control of
erosion in silt that advantages the place that is known for the upper watershed territories, watershed is
the unit of in Integrated Water Resources Management (IMRM), where surface water and ground water
are inseparably connected and identified with land use the board, watershed the executives intends to set
up a useful and effective system for the coordinated use, guidelines and improvement of land and water
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assets in a watershed for financial development. About this, required information is being given by the
administration and non-government a genius of the United States.

A study conducted on “Information seeking and sharing Behaviour of the farmers: A case study of Uttar
Pradesh State India” by Verma A.K. (2012) is an investigation had been led among the animals
proprietors of two locale in particular, Bareilly and Lakehimapur in Uttar Pradesh to likewise the
information searching and sharing conduct of farmers. Multistage testing method had been utilized to
choose a sum of 120 farmers at the rate of 10 farmers from each area. The date had been gathered from
the farmers by the specialist with the assistance of an organized meeting timetable and center gathering
discourse. The information has been investigated, gathered and examined by utilizing the SPSS — 11.0
programming. Accessibility of Veterinary administrations in significant for advancement of
domesticated animals area in India in numerous areas separated from state veterinary services are
additionally accessible and clients have the decision accessible with them in regards to the specialist co-
operatives. Sources of Information for livestock services were categorized as localite, cosmopolite and
mass media exposure and investigated among the selected farmers. Review demonstrated that majority
of the respondents (46.7%) were reaching often to neighbors pursued by 27.8 percent to progressive
farmers as localite for live stock related information. If there should arise an occurrence of cosmopolite
channel, dominant part of the respondents (13%) were reaching much of the time to V.O. (Veterinary
Officers), trailed by 12.5 percent through mass media communications channels.

Bachav (2013) conducted a study on “Information need of the farmers Community in rural areas”
which has been conducted by survey method deals with the Farmers’ requirement o daily information
for various agriculture work. They used to get the required information through News papers,
Government information documents about developed agricultural practice and action to mitigate crop
losses.

3. Objectives of the Study:

The present study has both exploratory and analytical objectives. It primarily aims to investigate the
various factors that act as barriers to the information seeking behaviour of farmers, particularly in the
context of the increasing availability and use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT).

The specific objectives of the study are:

1. To identify the information needs of farmers.

2. To determine the sources of information used by farmers.

3. To examine the information seeking behaviour of farmers.

4. To assess the level of awareness regarding soil testing and the use of fertilizers.

3.1. The Scope and Limitation of the Study:

It is the study pertaining to the information needs and information seeking behavior of the farmers of
agricultural dominant area entitled as “Information Seeking Behaviour on Use of Fertilizers by the
farmers of Belagavi District: A study”.

4. Methodology:

The present research is an empirical survey of farmers aimed at examining their information needs
related to farming and agricultural development. The study seeks to identify the determining factors that
act as barriers to farmers’ information seeking behaviour and to understand how these factors influence
their progress or hinder their development.
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4.1. Universe and Sample:

The present study was conducted in ten Raitha Samparka Kendras located in the ten talukas of Belagavi
District, which constituted the universe of the study. A total of 500 farmers were selected as the sample,
with 50 respondents drawn from each taluka, thus making an overall sample size of 500. One Raitha
Samparka Kendra from each taluka was considered as a block for the purpose of the study. The
respondents, who were regular visitors to the respective Raitha Samparka Kendras, were selected
through random sampling. The selection of these ten Raitha Samparka Kendras was based on the agro-
climatic conditions prevailing in different parts of the district.

Table No. 1 Farmer Respondents from Belagavi District

SI.No. Taluka Raitha Samparka No. of Respondents | Total
Kendra
1 Athani Athani 50 50
2 Bailhongal Kittur 50 50
3 Belagavi Kakati 50 50
4 Chikodi Chikodi 50 50
5 Gokak Gokak 50 50
6 Hukkeri Sankeshwar 50 50
7 Khanapur Khanapur 50 50
8 Raibag Raibagh 50 50
9 Ramdurga Madakavi 50 50
10 Savadatti Yaragatti 50 50
Total 10 500 500

4.2. Tools and Methods of Data Collection:

The present research is an empirical survey of farmers aimed at assessing their information needs for
farming and agricultural development. Primary data were collected through field interviews using a
structured interview schedule. The schedule included questions related to the basic profile of the
farmers, their information needs, sources of information, information seeking behaviour, and the barriers
faced in accessing and using information.

Secondary data were collected from published reports of concerned government departments such as the
Department of Agriculture, Department of Irrigation, and the Department of Economics and Statistics, as
well as from other related government and semi-government agencies, including Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committees and Agricultural Offices. In addition, journals, periodicals, books, and research
publications were also consulted as sources of secondary data.

5.Data Analysis and Interpretation:

5.1. Basic Information

The collected data pertaining to objectives envisaged earlier were classified and tabulated for the
purpose of analysis. Suitable statistical methods like average and percentages and non-statistical
methods of data analysis were used to draw meaningful interferes and to arrive at generalizations.
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Table No.2 Gender wise Distribution of Respondents
SI. No. | Gender Respondents Percentage (%0)
1 Male 378 76
2 Female 122 24
Total 500 100

Table no.2 and Figure no.1 Shows that, out of the total 500 respondents selected for the study 378 i.e. of
76% are the male Farmers and remaining 122 i.e. of 24% are Female farmers. The selected difference in

Source: Field Survey

Figure no.1 Shows the gender wise distribution of Respondents.

number of respondents implies that even today, the agriculture is the male job in this study area.

TableNo.3 Educational Statuses of Respondents

SI. No | Education Level Respondents Percentage (%0)
1 Iliterate 24 4.8
2 Primary (1-4) 45 9
3 Middle School ( 5-7) 36 7.2
4 High School 185 37
5 PUC 118 23.6
6 Degree 86 17.2
7 Post Graduate 6 1.2
Total 500 100
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Fig.2 Shows Education level of Respondent
Farmers
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Fig.2 Shows Education level of Respondent Farmers

Table No.3 and Figure No.2 gives information about education level of respondents. Out of 500
respondents 185 (37%) are educated up to High school Level, 118 (23.6.%) of respondents are
educated up to PUC level, 86 ( 17.2%) respondents are studied up to Degree,45(9%) are studied only
Primary school, 36(7.2%) respondents are educated up to Middle School, and only 6 (1.2%) farmer
respondents are studied Post Graduation.

Table no.4 Languages Known by Respondents:

Languages Respondents Percentage %
Kannada 419 84

Marathi 81 16

Total 500 100

500

Figure 3 shows about languages known by
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Figure 3 shows about languages known by respondents
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The above table no.4 and figure no.3 reveals that 84% of farmers were knows Kannada, and 16% of
farmers were knows Marathi Language.

5.2. Data Analysis on the basis of Library Information:

To avail book borrowing facility every person has to enroll as a library member. To get library
information from responded farmers, questions were asked whether they had enrolled as library member,
frequency of visiting library and about reasons for visiting the library. Response from the responded
farmers is given in below tables.

Table 5 Membership availed in Library to avail borrowing facility

SI. No. Response Total Percentage (%)
1 Yes 321 64
2 No 179 36

Total 500 100

Source: Field Survey

Figure 4 shows about membership availed
by Respondents
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Figure 4 shows about membership availed by Respondents.
Table 6.4 and figure 6.4 reflects that 64% of respondents’ are farmers enrolled as a member of Library;
whereas 36% of farmers are not enrolled as a Library member.

179

No

4 Use of Fertilizers:
Every farmer to get high yield uses the fertilizers. To know the fact, questions were asked to farmers.
Responses of farmers are shown in following tables.

Table 8. Shows about use of Fertilizers.

SI.No. Response Total Percentage (%)
1 Yes 457 91
2 No 43 9
Total 500 100
Source: Field Survey
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Mo, 43, 9%

Figure 7 Shows response about use of Fertilizers.

Table 8 and figure 7 shows that 91.4% of respondent farmers use the fertilizers in agriculture; whereas
8.6% of farmers are not Using fertilizers.

Table 9 How you came to know about use of Fertilizers.

Sl. No. Sources Response N=500 Percentage
1 Library 24 4.8
2 Radio 178 35.6
3 Television 214 42.8
4 Newspapers 248 49.6
5 Staff of Raitha Samparka | 318

Kendra 63.6
6 Friends 341 68.2
7 Nieghbours 354 70.8
8 Relatives 385 77
9 Agricultural Extension | 179

Officer 35.8
10 Brochures 148 29.6
11 Private seed sellers 248 49.6

Source: Field Survey.
450 341 agy 385

Figure 8 Shows awareness came to know about use of Fertilizers.
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The above table no.9 and figure no.8 explains that, 77% of farmers came to know about use of fertilizers
from Relatives, 70.8% of farmers came to know about use of fertilizers from Neighbourars, 68.2% of
farmers came to know about utilization of fertilizers from Friends, 63.6% of farmers came to know
from staff of Raitha Samparka Kendra, 49.6% of farmers came to know from Newspapers as well as
from Private seed sellers, 42.8% of farmers came to know from Television, 35.8% of farmers came to
know about utilization of fertilizers from Agricultural Extension Officer, 35.6% of farmers know about
using fertilizers in farming from Radio, 29.6% of farmers came to know about usage of fertilizers from
Brouchers and 4.8% of farmers came to know about utilization of fertilizers in agriculture from
Libraries.

6. Findings:

The study reveals that the majority of the respondent farmers (76%) are male. It is observed that 37% of
the respondents are educated up to the high school level. A large proportion of the farmers (86.2%)
know Kannada, while 13.8% are familiar with Marathi. The findings show that 63.8% of the farmers are
interested in soil testing for improving crop production. Nearly 46.8% (234) of the farmers obtained
information about soil testing from the staff of Raitha Samparka Kendras, while 64% (319) became
aware of soil testing through newspapers.

Further, 91% (457) of the respondents are aware of the use of fertilizers in their agricultural practices.
About 77% (385) of the farmers reported that they came to know about fertilizer use from their relatives,
and 70.8% (354) obtained such information from their neighbours.

7. Suggestions:

This study reveals some important suggestions and recommendations to all the farmers and Government.

e Awareness should be created among farmers about the role of libraries and their services. Rural
libraries should procure agriculture- and farming-related books, magazines, and other relevant
materials. Libraries may also facilitate audio and video demonstrations on farming and agricultural
practices. The latest agricultural information should be regularly displayed in rural libraries for the
benefit of users.

e Rural libraries should encourage community participation by organizing cultural programmes, music
events, and other local activities. They should also conduct seasonal, occupation-based lecture series
for farmers. To empower farmers, libraries can organize exhibitions on agriculture-related themes.

e All farmers should be encouraged to undertake soil testing of their fields to enhance agricultural
productivity. Farmers should regularly listen to, watch, or read radio, television, and newspapers to
obtain authentic information on the prices of agricultural commodities. Further, farmers are advised
to practice crop diversification by cultivating different types of crops to maintain economic stability.

7.1 Suggestions for Future Research:

The area of the study has been restricted to one District of Karnataka State. So, it is recommended that

research may be taken up in different regions of the state or nation with different mechanism and

variables.

8. Conclusion:
The study indicates that the majority of farmers in the study area have a high level of agricultural
information needs in general, with particular emphasis on the use of fertilizers. The main sources of
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agricultural information for the respondents were relatives, staff of Raitha Samparka Kendras, and
newspapers. Information needs and information seeking are two vital dimensions of human life. No
society, either in the past or in the present, can exist without some form of information system. Such
information may be organized, processed, and disseminated through structured mechanisms. In the
present era, societies are increasingly recognized as information-based as well as information-generating
societies.
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