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Abstract 

This paper proposes the IERL Citation System, a developing methodological framework designed to 

address a persistent limitation in conventional citation styles: the inability to disclose how a cited source 

has been used within a text. Existing systems primarily indicate the location and identity of sources, yet 

they do not distinguish whether material has been reproduced verbatim, paraphrased, or interpreted. To 

respond to this gap, the IERL framework introduces a dual-use annotation mechanism—cp (copy–paste) 

and ip (interpretation)—intended to enhance epistemic transparency, academic integrity, and evaluative 

clarity across disciplines. 

The paper advances a source-sensitive citation logic, arguing that citation elements should be determined 

by the epistemic nature of the source rather than by uniform convention. Accordingly, it outlines adjusted 

reference formats for a wide range of textual, non-textual, digital, and non-traditional sources, with each 

format justified on the basis of verifiability, stability, and scholarly relevance. 

The IERL Citation System is currently in an active developmental phase. While the core theoretical 

structure and foundational formats are presented in this paper, additional source categories remain under 

formulation, and further refinement of reference conventions is ongoing. Readers are therefore invited to 

engage with the framework as an evolving methodological proposal rather than as a closed or exhaustive 

citation code. 

The system is designed and conceptualized from scratch by the author, Subhranil Bhowmik, who serves 

as both the originator and primary architect of the IERL Citation Style. This paper aims to establish the 

conceptual foundation and normative rationale of the system, with future iterations intended to expand 

coverage, clarify edge cases, and respond to scholarly feedback. 

Introduction 

The IERL Citation System is a method of academic reference  which has been  structured to address 

procedural and conceptual issues commonly encountered in citation practices within academic and legal 

writing. 

The system is designed to standardize referencing by providing a uniform structure for source 

identification. It emphasizes clarity in attribution and consistency in formatting, with the objective of 

supporting accurate scholarly documentation. The IERL Citation System focuses on reducing ambiguity 

in citations while maintaining established norms of academic integrity. 

The development of the system is based on the objective of creating a simplified and cohesive referencing 

framework that supports clarity and accessibility in academic and legal texts. 

 

1. Paragraph-Specific Citations 

Accurate source attribution is a fundamental requirement in scholarly and legal writing. The IERL Citation 

System enhances precision in referencing by incorporating paragraph-specific identifiers alongside page 
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numbers. The following guidelines delineate the methodology for applying paragraph-based referencing 

across various source types. 

Paragraph Numbering Convention 

In the IERL system, paragraph numbering commences at para 1 on each new page. This numbering 

sequence is page-specific, thereby avoiding long sequential counts across an entire document and 

facilitating clarity in locating cited material. Each standard body paragraph, whether appearing in full or 

partially on a given page, is assigned a sequential paragraph number: 

• The first paragraph on any page is para 1, irrespective of whether it continues from the preceding page. 

• Subsequent paragraphs are numbered sequentially (para 2, para 3, etc.). 

This convention ensures that each page functions as a self-contained unit of reference, enhancing the 

precision and usability of citations in both academic and legal contexts. 

Treatment of Paragraphs Spanning Multiple Pages 

For  clarity in cases where paragraphs span multiple pages, an optional “continued on” extension may be 

employed: 

• Format: p. 10, para 3 (continued on p. 11) 

• This extension is recommended only when the paragraph is lengthy or spans multiple pages, and the 

author wishes to guide the reader explicitly to the continuation. 

This approach ensures both precision and readability, while allowing flexibility for extended textual 

material. 

Definition of a Paragraph 

For the purposes of citation, a paragraph is defined as a coherent unit of prose, typically demarcated by 

indentation or by the insertion of a blank line. Structural elements such as headings, subheadings, block 

quotations, lists, tables, footnotes, and analogous elements are excluded from paragraph enumeration. 

Minor interpretive judgment may be exercised in counting paragraphs, but the overriding principle is to 

maximize reader accessibility and accuracy in locating cited material. 

Exemplary Citations 

• Material beginning as the third paragraph on page 10 and continuing onto page 11 should be cited as: 

p. 10, para 3 (continued on p. 11) 

• Material contained in the first new paragraph on page 11 should be cited as: p. 11, para 1 

These examples demonstrate the practical application of paragraph-specific referencing in both standard 

and multi-page contexts. 

 

2. Rule on Page and Paragraph References 

1. Printed / Offline Sources:  In physically published works with fixed pagination, page references are 

mandatory to ensure precise scholarly citation. Paragraph references may be included optionally to 

facilitate exact localization of content, particularly in legal, legislative, or dense textual materials. This 

practice upholds academic rigor and traceability. 

2. Digital / Online Sources: For online or digital sources, page and paragraph references are generally 

optional, as many digital formats (e.g., HTML documents, reflowable e-books) lack stable pagination. 

3. Exception: When an online source is presented as a scanned PDF, print-replica, or any format with 

fixed pagination, page and paragraph references become mandatory, mirroring the requirements for 

offline sources. 
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4. If pagination is unstable or absent, page and paragraph references must not be included. Instead, the 

URL and access/download date function as the primary locators. 

 

3. Integration of IP , TP and CP Annotations 

The IERL Citation System includes two source-usage annotations: Interpretation (ip) and Copy-Paste (cp). 

These markers indicate whether the cited material has been paraphrased or reproduced verbatim. 

The ip annotation is used when the author summarizes or interprets the source in their own words. The cp 

annotation is used when text is copied directly without alteration. This distinction clarifies the nature of 

source engagement and provides transparency regarding how referenced material has been used. 

Such differentiation is relevant in academic and legal writing, where clarity regarding interpretation and 

quotation is necessary for accurate attribution. 

Translation, however, necessarily transforms the source material both linguistically and culturally, 

reflecting the translator’s decisions regarding grammar, vocabulary, style, and cultural equivalence. 

Because of this interpretive element, translations cannot be accurately classified as CP or IP. To address 

this distinction, the TP (Translated Passage) annotation is used to indicate that a passage is a translation. 

TP serves to acknowledge the translator’s contribution, indicate that the passage has been mediated rather 

than quoted verbatim, and maintain clarity in academic documentation by distinguishing translated content 

from original or paraphrased material in citations, footnotes, and bibliographic records. 

 

4. Simplification and Structural Uniformity 

The IERL Citation System applies a consistent format across different categories of sources. Essential 

citation elements—including author, title, source, page number, paragraph number, and annotation—are 

presented in a standardized manner. 

This uniform structure reduces variation across citations and minimizes the need to apply multiple 

referencing formats within a single document. The system is intended to be applicable to various types of 

sources, including books, journal articles, case law, legislation, and digital materials. 

 

5. Purpose of the IERL Citation System 

The IERL Citation System is intended to provide a structured referencing method that addresses practical 

issues related to citation clarity and consistency. Its design focuses on reducing procedural complexity 

while maintaining clear source attribution. 

The system is applicable to academic and professional writing contexts where detailed source 

identification is required. It seeks to support readable and traceable documentation without altering 

substantive academic standards. 

 

6. Key Features of the IERL Citation Style 

1. No In-text Citations: All references are provided as footnotes. 

2. Paragraph-Specific References: Citations include both page and paragraph identifiers. 

3. Footnote-Based Structure: References are presented exclusively in footnotes. 

4. Cross-Disciplinary Applicability: Suitable for academic, legal, and research writing. 

5. Digital Source Identification: DOI or URL included where applicable. 

6. Source-Usage Annotations: 

7.  
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a. ip (Interpretation): Indicates paraphrased or summarized content. 

b. cp (Copy-Paste): Indicates verbatim reproduction of source material. 

 

Book 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Book (Single 

Author) 

Name – Title (Book – 

Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik – 

Understanding the Indian 

Constitution (Book – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2025), p.120, para 3, ip 

Standard format for authored 

monographs. Volume and edition 

included only if applicable. 

Paragraph required for Offline 

sources; optional for Online 

sources. 

Book (Two or 

Three 

Authors) 

Name(s) – Title (Book – 

Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik, John 

Doe – Understanding the 

Indian Constitution (Book – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2025), p.120, para 3, ip 

All authors are listed where 

authorship is limited to three. 

Paragraph rules apply as per 

medium. 

Book (More 

Than Three 

Authors) 

First Author et al. – Title 

(Book – Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik et al. – 

Understanding the Indian 

Constitution (Book – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2025), p.120, para 3, ip 

et al. is used to preserve 

readability while indicating 

collective authorship. Paragraph 

rules apply as per medium. 

Edited Book 

(Single 

Editor) 

Editor Name (ed.) – Title 

(Book – Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik (ed.) – 

Perspectives on 

Constitutional Law (Book – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2024), p.45, para 2, ip 

Editor listed as responsible 

authority. Page and paragraph are 

optional if citing the entire book. 

Paragraph rules apply as per 

medium. 

Edited Book 

(Two or More 

Editors) 

Editor1, Editor2 (eds.) – 

Title (Book – 

Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik, John 

Doe (eds.) – Perspectives on 

Constitutional Law (Book – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2024), p.67, para 3, cp 

All editors listed; eds. indicates 

multiple editors. Paragraph rules 

apply as per medium. 

Chapter in 

Edited Book 

(Single 

Editor) 

Chapter Author – 

‘Chapter Title’ (in Editor 

– Title of Book – 

Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, ip/cp 

John Doe – ‘Judicial 

Review’ (in Subhranil 

Bhowmik – Perspectives on 

Constitutional Law – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2024), p.78, para 1, ip 

Chapter author is credited; editor 

and book title identify the 

container source. Paragraph rules 

apply as per medium. 

Chapter in 

Edited Book 

(Multiple 

Editors) 

Chapter Author – 

‘Chapter Title’ (in 

Editor1, Editor2 – Title of 

Book – Offline/Online, 

John Doe – ‘Directive 

Principles’ (in Subhranil 

Bhowmik, Jane Smith – 

Perspectives on 

All editors listed where editors 

are three or fewer; et al. applies 

where editors exceed three. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260166569 Volume 8, Issue 1, January-February 2026 5 

 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, ip/cp 

Constitutional Law – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2024), p.88, para 2, cp 

Annotation distinguishes 

paraphrase from verbatim use. 

Reprinted / 

Revised Book 

Name – Title (Book – 

Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, 

Reprint/Rev. Ed., Vol.), 

p., para, annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik – 

Understanding the Indian 

Constitution (Book – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2023, Rev. Ed., Vol.1), 

p.102, para 5, ip 

Edition and volume are included 

where multiple versions exist. 

Reprint or revision status is 

expressly noted. Paragraph rules 

apply as per medium. 

Multi-

Volume Work 

Name – Title (Book – 

Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol.), p., 

para, annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik – 

Constitutional Law 

Compendium (Book – 

Offline, IERL Publications, 

2025, Vol.2), p.200, para 1, 

cp 

Volume number is mandatory to 

locate the cited material. Edition 

is optional if only one edition 

exists. Paragraph rules apply as 

per medium. 

Audiobook / 

Narration 

Name – Title 

(Audiobook, Platform, 

Year), timestamp, ip/cp 

Subhranil Bhowmik – 

Understanding the Indian 

Constitution (Audiobook, 

Audible, 2025), 02:15–

05:30, ip 

Timestamp replaces page and 

paragraph references. Annotation 

indicates whether the content is 

paraphrased or quoted verbatim. 

Book (Single 

Author, 

Translated) 

Author – (Translator tr.) 

Title [Translated Title] 

(Book – Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, TP 

Terao, M. (John Smith tr.) – 

Denai kugi wa suterareru 

[The Nail That Does Not 

Stick Up May Be Thrown 

Away] (Book – Offline, 

Fusosha, 1998), p.45, para 

2, TP 

Author’s name is romanized. 

Translator credited in 

parentheses. Original romanized 

title appears first, followed by 

English translation in square 

brackets. TP annotation is 

mandatory as translation conveys 

meaning rather than verbatim 

text. 

Book (Single 

Author, Self-

Translated) 

Author – (Self-tr.) Title 

[Translated Title] (Book 

– Offline/Online, 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., para, TP 

Terao, M. (Self-tr.) – Denai 

kugi wa suterareru [The 

Nail That Does Not Stick 

Up May Be Thrown Away] 

(Book – Offline, Fusosha, 

1998), p.45, para 2, TP 

“Self-tr.” indicates the author 

translated their own work. TP 

annotation applies as the passage 

conveys meaning rather than 

verbatim content. Romanized and 

translated titles are both included. 

Book (Online 

– Fixed 

Layout PDF) 

Name – Title (Book – 

Online, Publisher, Year, 

Vol., Ed.), p., para, 

annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik – 

Understanding the Indian 

Constitution (Book – 

Online, IERL Publications, 

2025), p.120, para 3, ip 

Online books available through 

third-party websites in fixed-

layout formats (e.g., PDF) are 

treated like offline books. Page 
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

and paragraph references are 

mandatory due to stable layout. 

Book (Online 

– Reflowable 

/ Kindle) 

Name – Title (Book – 

Online [Kindle], 

Publisher, Year, Vol., 

Ed.), chapter, para 

(optional), annotation 

Subhranil Bhowmik – 

Understanding the Indian 

Constitution (Book – Online 

[Kindle], IERL 

Publications, 2025), loc. 

2456, ip 

Kindle and similar reflowable 

online books have variable 

pagination across devices. Page 

numbers are not used; location 

numbers or chapters identify 

passages. Paragraph reference is 

optional. Annotation (ip/cp/TP) 

indicates usage type. 

 

Cases 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Official Judgment 

with Neutral 

Citation and Law 

Report (Offline / 

Fixed-layout 

Online) 

Case Name – Neutral 

Citation, Law Report 

Citation (Case – 

Offline/Online), p., 

para, annotation 

Corr v IBC 

Vehicles Ltd – 

[2008] UKHL 13, 

[2008] 1 AC 884 

(Case – Offline), p. 

912, para 15, ip 

p. (page) refers to official, source-

assigned page numbers; mandatory for 

fixed-layout sources. para (paragraph) 

refers to official sequential paragraph 

numbers assigned by the court; does not 

reset page-by-page. annotation (ip/cp) 

indicates whether the material is 

interpreted (ip) or reproduced verbatim 

(cp). 

Official Judgment 

with Neutral 

Citation Only 

(Unreported; 

Reflowable 

Online) 

Case Name – Neutral 

Citation (Case – 

Online), para, 

annotation 

R (Miller) v Prime 

Minister – [2019] 

UKSC 41 (Case – 

Online), para 69, 

cp 

No official pagination exists; p. not 

applicable. para refers to court-assigned 

sequential paragraph numbers. 

annotation (ip/cp) marks interpretative 

or verbatim use. 

Reported Case 

without Neutral 

Citation (Offline / 

Print or Proprietary 

Database) 

Case Name – Law 

Report Citation (Case – 

Offline), p., annotation 

James v Eastleigh 

Borough Council 

[1990] 2 AC 751 

(Case – Offline), p. 

755, ip 

p. refers to official page numbers in 

print; mandatory. para omitted unless 

the law report itself provides official 

paragraph numbering. annotation 

(ip/cp) indicates source engagement 

type. 

Reported Case 

without Neutral 

Citation (Online 

Fixed-layout PDF / 

Database) 

Case Name – Law 

Report Citation (Case – 

Online), p., para (if 

available), annotation 

James v Eastleigh 

Borough Council 

[1990] 2 AC 751 

(Case – Online), p. 

755, para 2, ip 

Fixed-layout online source preserves p.. 

para included if official paragraph 

numbering exists. annotation (ip/cp) 

clarifies interpretive or verbatim 

reproduction. 
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Case Accessed via 

Westlaw / Lexis 

(Treated as Offline) 

Case Name – Law 

Report Citation (Case – 

Offline), p., para (if 

available), annotation 

Radmacher v 

Granatino [2011] 1 

AC 534 (Case – 

Offline), p. 545, 

para 75, cp 

Proprietary databases treated as offline 

to avoid unstable URLs. p. refers to the 

official page; para included where 

sequential numbering is provided. 

annotation (ip/cp) specifies use type. 

Official Judgment 

with Neutral 

Citation (Online 

Fixed-layout PDF) 

Case Name – Neutral 

Citation, Law Report 

Citation (Case – 

Online), p., para, 

annotation 

R v Jogee – [2016] 

UKSC 8, [2017] 

AC 387 (Case – 

Online), p. 421, 

para 12, ip 

Both p. and para drawn from official 

sources; p. not used if content is 

reflowable. annotation (ip/cp) indicates 

interpretation vs verbatim. 

 

Secondary Referencing and the SR Annotation 

In academic and legal research, secondary referencing arises when the primary source is unavailable and 

the researcher relies on a later work that refers to it. Traditional citation practices typically indicate this 

through constructions such as “Ecott (2002), cited in Wilson (2009)” or “Cannon (1989), quoted in Wilson 

(2009, p. 269).” While these formulations identify the immediate source consulted, they can obscure the 

distinction between primary and secondary material and may interrupt the flow of analysis, particularly in 

footnote-oriented legal scholarship. 

The IERL system addresses this issue through the SR (Second Reference) annotation. The SR marker 

replaces narrative constructions such as “cited in” or “quoted in” with a standardized notation that 

explicitly indicates reliance on a secondary source. This allows the reader to identify, at a glance, that the 

referenced material has not been consulted in its original form. 

SR operates independently of ip and cp. Whereas ip and cp describe the manner in which the content has 

been used (interpretation or verbatim quotation), SR identifies the provenance of the information. When 

combined with IERL’s page- and paragraph-specific pinpointing, SR ensures that secondary references 

remain precise, traceable, and methodologically transparent. 

By standardising the treatment of secondary references, the SR annotation clarifies source relationships, 

reduces the risk of misattribution, and maintains consistency across citations. This approach provides a 

clear and systematic alternative to traditional “cited in” formulations while preserving established norms 

of academic integrity and evidentiary caution. 

 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Book (Single 

Author, 

Secondary 

Reference – 

Offline, fixed 

layout) 

Name – Title 

(Book – Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Vol, Ed), p., para, 

SR; Base: Author 

– Title 

Peter Birks – The 

Institutes of Justinian 

(Book – Offline, 

Duckworth, 1987), p.50, 

para 2, SR; Base: 

Mommsen – Roman 

Law 

SR indicates you consulted a secondary 

source (Birks). Base shows original 

author/title. Page (p.) and paragraph 

(para) are mandatory for offline/fixed 

layout sources. 
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Book (Single 

Author, 

Secondary 

Reference – 

Online, fixed 

pagination) 

Name – Title 

(Book – Online, 

Publisher, Year, 

Vol, Ed), p., para, 

SR; Base: Author 

– Title 

Peter Birks – The 

Institutes of Justinian 

(Book – Online, 

Duckworth, 1987), p.50, 

para 2, SR; Base: 

Mommsen – Roman 

Law 

SR indicates secondary source. Page 

and paragraph mandatory because the 

online version has fixed pagination and 

stable paragraphing. 

Book (Single 

Author, 

Secondary 

Reference – 

Online, no stable 

para or page) 

Name – Title 

(Book – Online, 

Publisher, Year, 

Vol, Ed), SR; 

Base: Author – 

Title 

Peter Birks – The 

Institutes of Justinian 

(Book – Online, 

Duckworth, 1987), SR; 

Base: Mommsen – 

Roman Law 

SR indicates secondary source. Neither 

page nor paragraph included because 

online content is reflowable and lacks 

stable pagination/paragraphs. Base 

shows original source. 

 

Installations & Museum Exhibits 

Source Type 
IERL Footnote 

Format 
IERL Example 

Notes / Special 

Info 

Installation – 

Gallery/Museum 

Artist – Title 

(Installation – 

Holding Institution, 

City, Year), (Viewed: 

date). 

Richard Long – Delabole Spiral (Installation 

– Graves Gallery, Sheffield, 1981), (Viewed: 

19 January 2019). 

Use official or 

popular artwork 

title. 

Exhibit – 

Gallery/Museum 

Maker – Title 

(Exhibit – Holding 

Institution, City, 

Year), (Viewed: 

date). 

Nathaniel Smith & Company – Brandy 

saucepan (Exhibit – Millennium Gallery, 

Sheffield, 1789), (Viewed: 19 January 2019). 

Companies or 

manufacturers 

are cited as 

authors. 

No Official Title 

Creator – [Supplied 

descriptive title] 

(Installation/Exhibit 

– Holding Institution, 

City, Year or n.d.), 

(Viewed: date). 

Unknown – [Bronze ritual vessel from 

Bengal] (Exhibit – Indian Museum, Kolkata, 

n.d.), (Viewed: 6 December 2025). 

Supplied titles 

must always 

appear in square 

brackets. 

Online Item 

Creator – Title 

(Installation/Exhibit 

– Platform/Museum 

Collection, Year), 

URL (Accessed: 

date). 

Richard Long – Delabole Spiral (Installation 

– Tate Online Collection, 1981), (Accessed: 

6 December 2025). 

Use this form 

when accessed 

digitally rather 

than onsite. 
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Full Exhibitions and Items within Exhibitions 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Full Exhibition – 

Personal On-site 

Viewing 

(Physical 

Viewing) 

Title of Exhibition 

(Exhibition – Personal 

On-site Viewing, Hosting 

Institution, City, Year(s)), 

(Viewed: date) 

Beatles to Bowie: the 

60s exposed (Exhibition 

– Personal On-site 

Viewing, National 

Portrait Gallery, 

London, 2009–2010), 

(Viewed: 10 December 

2010) 

This citation includes key 

elements to clearly identify a 

personally experienced 

exhibition. The title specifies the 

exhibition, while “Personal On-

site Viewing” shows firsthand 

engagement. The institution and 

city indicate location, the year(s) 

marks the exhibition’s time, and 

the viewed date confirms when it 

was seen, accounting for changes 

in layout, objects, or travel. 

Full Exhibition – 

Online Viewing 

Title of Exhibition 

(Exhibition – Online 

Viewing, Hosting 

Institution/Platform, 

Year(s)), URL, 

(Accessed: date) 

Women in Modern 

India (Exhibition – 

Online Viewing, 

National Museum of 

India Digital Archive, 

2023), URL, (Accessed: 

5 February 2024) 

Online Viewing indicates the 

exhibition was experienced 

digitally. Accessed date ensures 

temporal verification because 

online content can change or be 

removed. Institution/Platform 

indicates provenance. 

Item within 

Exhibition – 

Personal On-site 

Viewing 

(Physical 

Viewing) 

Artist/Creator – Title of 

Item (Item Type – 

Personal On-site 

Viewing), in Exhibition 

Title (Exhibition – 

Hosting Institution, City, 

Year(s)), Catalogue/Item 

number, annotation: 

medium/material, 

(Viewed: date) 

Hilliard, N. – Elizabeth 

I, the "Ermine" portrait 

(Oil painting – Personal 

On-site Viewing), in 

Elizabeth I & Her 

People (Exhibition – 

National Portrait 

Gallery, London, 2013–

2014), Catalogue no.: 

NPG 2561, annotation: 

oil on panel, (Viewed: 5 

January 2014) 

Item-level citation requires 

locator (catalogue no.) to replace 

page/paragraph logic. 

Annotation captures material or 

medium, preserving intellectual 

identity. Viewed confirms 

physical engagement with the 

object. 

Item within 

Exhibition – 

Online Viewing 

Artist/Creator – Title of 

Item (Item Type – Online 

Viewing), in Exhibition 

Title (Exhibition – 

Hosting 

Institution/Platform, 

Year(s)), Catalogue/Item 

number (if available), 

annotation: 

Tagore, A. – Untitled 

Portrait of Woman 

(Watercolour – Online 

Viewing), in Portraits of 

Bengal (Exhibition – 

National Digital 

Archive of India, 2022), 

annotation: watercolour 

on paper, URL, 

Online item requires Accessed 

date. Catalogue number is 

optional if the digital platform 

assigns one. Annotation 

preserves intellectual content. 

Online Viewing confirms direct 

engagement via digital medium, 

not secondary reading. 
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

medium/material, URL, 

(Accessed: date) 

(Accessed: 12 March 

2024) 

 

Blogs 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Blog Post 

(Single 

Author) 

Author – ‘Title of 

Blog Post’ (Blog 

Post – Online 

Viewing, 

Blog/Website 

Name, Date), 

para (if used), 

ip/cp, URL, 

(Accessed: date) 

Sarah Cole – ‘Virtual Friend Fires Employee’ 

(Blog Post – Online Viewing, Naked Law, 1 May 

2009), para 3, ip, 

<www.nakedlaw.com/2009/05/index.html>, 

(Accessed: 14 February 2026) 

Blog posts are online 

and reflowable; 

therefore page numbers 

are not applicable. para 

is optional and may be 

used where paragraph 

identification improves 

precision. 

Blog/Website Name 

functions as 

provenance. ip/cp 

indicates method of 

source use. URL and 

Accessed date are 

required due to content 

mutability. 

Blog Post 

with No 

Author 

Blog/Website 

Name – ‘Title of 

Blog Post’ (Blog 

Post – Online 

Viewing, 

Blog/Website 

Name, Date), 

para (if used), 

ip/cp, URL, 

(Accessed: date) 

Naked Law – ‘Virtual Friend Fires Employee’ 

(Blog Post – Online Viewing, Naked Law, 1 May 

2009), para 3, ip, 

<www.nakedlaw.com/2009/05/index.html>, 

(Accessed: 14 February 2026) 

Where no individual 

author is identified, the 

hosting blog or website 

assumes authorial 

identity. para remains 

optional, used only for 

clarity. Other elements 

preserve traceability 

and academic integrity. 

Blog Post 

(Multiple 

Authors) 

Author1, Author2 

– ‘Title of Blog 

Post’ (Blog Post – 

Online Viewing, 

Blog/Website 

Name, Date), 

para (if used), 

John Doe, Mary Smith – ‘Future of Legal 

Teaching’ (Blog Post – Online Viewing, 

Academic Law Blog, 12 June 2024), para 5, cp, 

<www.academiclawblog.com/future-teaching>, 

(Accessed: 14 February 2026) 

Authors are listed in the 

order presented on the 

blog. para is optional, 

reflecting reflowable 

layout. ip/cp clarifies 

quotation versus 

interpretation. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
http://www.nakedlaw.com/2009/05/index.html
http://www.nakedlaw.com/2009/05/index.html
http://www.academiclawblog.com/future-teaching
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

ip/cp, URL, 

(Accessed: date) 

Blog Post 

with No 

Date 

Author – ‘Title of 

Blog Post’ (Blog 

Post – Online 

Viewing, 

Blog/Website 

Name, n.d.), para 

(if used), ip/cp, 

URL, (Accessed: 

date) 

Sarah Cole – ‘Legal Education in Crisis’ (Blog 

Post – Online Viewing, Jurist Notes, n.d.), para 2, 

cp, <www.juristnotes.com/legal-education>, 

(Accessed: 14 February 2026) 

n.d. substitutes missing 

publication date. para is 

optional, but may be 

included to enhance 

pinpoint accuracy. 

Accessed date becomes 

a key temporal marker. 

 

Clinical Guidelines 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Clinical 

Guideline 

(Print / Hard 

Copy) 

Corporate 

Author – Title 

(Guideline – 

Offline, 

Publisher, 

Year, Ref No.), 

p., para, ip/cp 

National Institute for Clinical Excellence – The 

epilepsies: the diagnosis and management of the 

epilepsies in adults and children in primary and 

secondary care (Guideline – Offline, NICE, 

2004, CG20), p. 45, para 2, ip 

Guideline – Offline 

correctly replaces Book 

– Offline to reflect the 

nature of the source. 

Publisher and Year 

remain essential 

identifiers. Ref No. 

(e.g., CG20) functions 

as the authoritative 

version identifier, 

replacing Vol./Ed. Page 

(p.) and paragraph 

(para) are used because 

the layout is fixed and 

stable. ip/cp indicates 

whether the material is 

interpreted or quoted 

verbatim. 

Clinical 

Guideline 

(Online / 

Digital 

Access – 

Fixed 

Corporate 

Author – Title 

(Guideline – 

Online, 

Publisher, 

Year, Ref No.), 

p., para, ip/cp. 

National Institute for Clinical Excellence – 

Obesity in children and young people: 

prevention and lifestyle weight management 

programmes (Guideline – Online, NICE, 2015, 

QS94), p. 12, para 1, ip. Available at: 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs94 

(Accessed: 6 December 2025) 

Where the online 

guideline is accessed in 

a fixed-layout format 

(PDF), page and 

paragraph references 

are mandatory, as 

pagination is stable 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
http://www.juristnotes.com/legal-education
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs94
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Layout, e.g., 

PDF) 

Available at: 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

despite online access. 

URL and Accessed date 

ensure traceability due 

to possible updates. 

Clinical 

Guideline 

(Online / 

Digital 

Access – 

Reflowable 

Web Page) 

Corporate 

Author – Title 

(Guideline – 

Online, 

Publisher, 

Year, Ref No.), 

para (if used), 

ip/cp. 

Available at: 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

National Institute for Clinical Excellence – 

Obesity in children and young people: 

prevention and lifestyle weight management 

programmes (Guideline – Online, NICE, 2015, 

QS94), para 4, ip. Available at: 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs94 

(Accessed: 6 December 2025) 

For reflowable web-

based guidelines, page 

numbers are not 

applicable. Paragraph 

reference is optional 

and used only where it 

improves pinpoint 

clarity. ip/cp remains 

mandatory. URL and 

Accessed date are 

essential due to the 

dynamic nature of 

online clinical 

guidance. 

 

Conference Posters 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Conference 

Poster – 

Physical / 

Offline 

Author(s) – 

Title of 

Poster 

(Poster – 

Conference 

Title, Place, 

Date), p., 

para, ip/cp 

Bazela, C., Grant, V., and Tucker, A. – History of 

medicine 2.0: using creative media to enhance 

information literacy teaching for 1st year medical 

students (Poster – LILAC, Sheffield, 23–25 April 

2014), p. 2, para 1, ip 

Offline poster with 

fixed layout; p. and 

para included if 

referencing a 

specific section. 

ip/cp shows 

paraphrase (ip) or 

direct quote (cp). 

Place + Date act as 

publisher/year 

identifiers. 

Conference 

Poster – 

Online / 

Published in 

Conference 

Proceedings 

Author(s) – 

Title of 

Poster 

(Poster – 

Conference 

Title, Place, 

Date), ip/cp, 

DOI/URL 

Kleinschmidt, T., Fuhr, O., and Wietfeld, C. – 

Synchronised charging of electric vehicles with distant 

renewable energy resources (Poster – 2016 IEEE 

Vehicular Networking Conference (VNC), Columbus, 

OH, 8–10 December 2016), ip, doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1109/VNC.2016.7835983 

(Accessed: 29 Dec 2025) 

Online poster with 

DOI; fixed 

page/paragraph 

numbers optional 

depending on 

availability. ip/cp 

indicates 

paraphrase or 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs94
https://doi.org/10.1109/VNC.2016.7835983
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

(Accessed: 

date) 

verbatim. 

DOI/URL ensures 

traceability. 

Conference 

Poster – 

Online / 

Hosted on 

Conference 

Website 

Author(s) – 

Title of 

Poster 

(Poster – 

Conference 

Title, Place, 

Date), ip/cp, 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Bazela, C., Grant, V., and Tucker, A. – History of 

medicine 2.0: using creative media to enhance 

information literacy teaching for 1st year medical 

students (Poster – LILAC, Sheffield, 23–25 April 

2014), ip, 

https://www.slideshare.net/infolit_group/bazela-grant-

tucker-poster (Accessed: 31 May 2017) 

Online, reflowable 

poster. p. omitted; 

para optional. URL 

+ Accessed date 

required. ip/cp 

indicates 

paraphrase or 

direct quote. 

 

Conference Proceedings 

.Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Conference 

Proceedings – 

Physical / 

Offline 

Editors – Title of 

Conference 

Proceedings 

(Proceedings – 

Offline, Publisher, 

Year, Conference 

Identifier/Vol., Ed.), 

ip/cp 

Dalpiaz, G. et al. – Advances in Condition 

Monitoring of Machinery in Non-Stationary 

Operations: Proceedings of the 3rd 

International Conference on CMMNO 

(Proceedings – Offline, Springer, 2014, 

CMMNO 2013), ip 

Core identifiers are 

editor(s), title, 

publisher, year, and 

conference identifier. 

p. and para are not part 

of the base format and 

are added only when a 

specific passage is 

cited. ip/cp indicates 

interpretive or 

verbatim use. 

Conference 

Proceedings – 

Physical / 

Offline 

(Numbered 

Volume) 

Editors – Title of 

Conference 

Proceedings 

(Proceedings – 

Offline, Publisher, 

Year, Vol., Ed.), 

ip/cp 

Orman, W., Valleau, M.J. – Proceedings of 

the 38th Annual Boston University 

Conference on Language Development 

(Proceedings – Offline, Cascadilla Press, 

2014, Vol. 2), ip 

Volume is included 

only when formally 

numbered by the 

publisher. Edition is 

optional and rarely 

required. p. / para are 

optional pinpoint 

additions, not 

structural elements. 

Conference 

Proceedings – 

Online / 

Electronic 

Editors – Title of 

Conference 

Proceedings 

(Proceedings – 

Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers – 12th Annual IEEE Consumer 

Communications and Networking 

Conference (CCNC 2015) Proceedings 

DOI/URL and 

Accessed date are 

mandatory for online 

proceedings. p. is not 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.slideshare.net/infolit_group/bazela-grant-tucker-poster
https://www.slideshare.net/infolit_group/bazela-grant-tucker-poster
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.Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Online, Publisher, 

Year, Conference 

Identifier/Vol.), 

ip/cp, DOI/URL 

(Accessed: date) 

(Proceedings – Online, IEEE, 2015, CCNC 

2015), ip, 

doi:10.1109/CCNC.2015.7157943 

(Accessed: 10 December 2015) 

applicable to 

reflowable content; 

para is optional and 

used only when the 

platform provides 

stable paragraphing. 

ip/cp remains 

mandatory for usage 

transparency. 

 

Confidential / Anonymised Sources 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Confidential / 

Anonymised 

Institutional 

Document – 

Offline 

[Anonymised Name] – 

[Anonymised Title] 

(Book – Offline, 

[Anonymised 

Publisher], Year, Vol, 

Ed), p., para, ip/cp 

[Placement Hospital] – 

[Treatment strategies 

for cardiology 

patients] (Book – 

Offline, [Placement 

Hospital], 2022), p. 14, 

para 3, ip 

Publisher and Year establish 

institutional provenance. Vol/Ed 

appear only if the institution issues 

formally structured versions. p. and 

para function purely as pinpoint 

references and are optional—they are 

used only when a specific passage is 

relied upon. ip/cp clarifies whether 

sensitive material is interpreted or 

quoted. Square brackets preserve 

anonymity while retaining citation 

integrity. 

Confidential / 

Anonymised 

Institutional 

Document – 

Online 

[Anonymised Name] – 

[Anonymised Title] 

(Book – Online, 

[Anonymised 

Publisher], Year, Vol, 

Ed), p., para, ip/cp, 

URL/DOI (Accessed: 

date) 

[Placement Hospital] – 

[Treatment strategies 

for cardiology 

patients] (Book – 

Online, [Placement 

Hospital], 2022), para 

4, ip, URL withheld 

(Accessed: 10 June 

2024) 

Online mode requires an Accessed 

date because content may change or 

be restricted. URL/DOI is required 

for verification but may be masked to 

preserve confidentiality. p. applies 

only if the online document has fixed 

pagination; para is used where 

paragraph numbering exists. Both 

remain optional unless pinpointing is 

necessary. 

Confidential / 

Anonymised 

Personal Record 

– Medical / Legal 

/ Business 

(Offline) 

[Anonymised 

Identifier] – 

[Anonymised Title] 

(Book – Offline, 

[Anonymised 

[Patient X] – 

[Cardiology treatment 

record] (Book – 

Offline, [Placement 

Hospital], 2022), para 

7, ip 

Producer replaces publisher because 

records are created, not published. 

Vol/Ed are omitted as personal 

records do not exist in multiple 

editions. p. and para are optional and 

used only when referring to specific 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Producer], Year), p., 

para, ip/cp 

entries or notes. ip/cp preserves 

ethical clarity in handling sensitive 

content. 

Confidential 

Visual / 

Diagnostic 

Record – Cited 

Textually 

(Offline) 

[Anonymised 

Identifier] – 

[Description of 

Record] (Book – 

Offline, [Anonymised 

Producer], Year), p., 

para, ip 

[Patient X] – 

[Diagnostic imaging 

record] (Book – 

Offline, [Placement 

Hospital], 2022), ip 

This format applies only when a 

visual or diagnostic record is 

discussed textually. p. and para are 

optional and relevant only if 

accompanying interpretative notes 

are cited. Direct quotation (cp) is 

discouraged to reduce re-

identification risk. Images themselves 

are cited using the Medical Images 

format, not this category. 

 

Dataset 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Dataset – 

Complete 

Dataset 

(Individua

l Author, 

Online) 

Author – Title 

(Dataset – Online, 

Repository/Publish

er, Year, 

Version/Vol, Ed.), 

p., para, ip/cp, 

DOI/URL 

(Accessed: date) 

Curwen, C. – Synaesthesia for reading 

written musical keys (Dataset – Online, 

Figshare, 2021, Version 3), ip, 

https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Sy

naesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140

086 (Accessed: 28 June 2021) 

Repository/Publisher and 

Year establish provenance. 

Version identifies the dataset 

release and replaces Ed where 

applicable. p. applies only if 

the dataset has fixed 

pagination (e.g., PDF tables); 

para applies only if paragraph 

numbering exists. Both are 

optional. ip/cp distinguishes 

interpretation from verbatim 

extraction. DOI/URL and 

Accessed date are mandatory 

for online datasets. 

Dataset – 

Complete 

Dataset 

(Individua

l Author, 

Offline) 

Author – Title 

(Dataset – Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Version/Vol, Ed.), 

p., para, ip/cp 

Curwen, C. – Synaesthesia for reading 

written musical keys (Dataset – Offline, 

Figshare, 2021, Version 3), ip 

Offline datasets may be 

distributed via physical media 

or printed statistical tables. 

DOI/URL omitted. p. and 

para are optional and used 

only when pinpointing 

specific tables, entries, or 

commentary. ip/cp retained 

for academic transparency. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Synaesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140086
https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Synaesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140086
https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Synaesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140086
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Dataset – 

Complete 

Dataset 

(Organisat

ional 

Author, 

Online) 

Organisation – 

Title (Dataset – 

Online, 

Organisation, Year, 

Version/Vol, Ed.), 

p., para, ip/cp, 

DOI/URL 

(Accessed: date) 

NHS Digital – Statistics on obesity, physical 

activity and diet, England (Dataset – Online, 

NHS Digital, 2015), ip, 

https://data.gov.uk/dataset/statistics_on_obe

sity_physical_activity_and_diet_england 

(Accessed: 23 January 2017) 

Organisation is treated as 

author where no individual 

author exists. p. and para are 

optional and only applicable 

where the dataset provides 

fixed pages or numbered text. 

Version included only if 

formally assigned. DOI/URL 

and Accessed date ensure 

retrievability. 

Dataset – 

Complete 

Dataset 

(Organisat

ional 

Author, 

Offline) 

Organisation – 

Title (Dataset – 

Offline, 

Organisation, Year, 

Version/Vol, Ed.), 

p., para, ip/cp 

NHS Digital – Statistics on obesity, physical 

activity and diet, England (Dataset – Offline, 

NHS Digital, 2015), ip 

Used for datasets circulated 

internally or physically. 

DOI/URL omitted. p. and 

para remain optional and are 

used only when citing a 

specific table or analytical 

section. 

Dataset – 

Subset 

Author/Organisatio

n – Title, Subset 

Description 

(Dataset – 

Online/Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Version/Vol, Ed.), 

p., para, ip/cp, 

DOI/URL 

(Accessed: date) 

ONS, Social Survey Division – Annual 

Population Survey, April 2015–2016, 

Employment Subset (Dataset – Online, ONS, 

2019, 6th ed.), ip, 

https://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-8003-6 

Subsets must be precisely 

described (timeframe, region, 

population). p. and para are 

optional and apply only if the 

subset documentation 

contains fixed pages or 

numbered paragraphs. 

DOI/URL required for online 

access. 

Dataset – 

Table 

Author/Organisatio

n – Title, Table 

No./Title (Dataset – 

Online/Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Version/Vol, Ed.), 

p., para, ip/cp, 

DOI/URL 

(Accessed: date) 

NHS Digital – Statistics on obesity, physical 

activity and diet, England, Table 3: Adult 

Obesity Rates (Dataset – Online, NHS 

Digital, 2015), ip, 

https://data.gov.uk/dataset/statistics_on_obe

sity_physical_activity_and_diet_england 

Table number or descriptive 

title is mandatory. p. applies 

only if the table appears in a 

paginated document; para 

applies only if numbered 

commentary exists. ip/cp 

clarifies analytical use. 

Dataset – 

Variable 

Author/Organisatio

n – Title, Variable 

Name/Code 

Curwen, C. – Synaesthesia for reading 

written musical keys, Variable: Key–Colour 

Association (Dataset – Online, Figshare, 

Variables are cited for 

analytical interpretation 

rather than textual quotation. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/statistics_on_obesity_physical_activity_and_diet_england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/statistics_on_obesity_physical_activity_and_diet_england
https://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-8003-6
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/statistics_on_obesity_physical_activity_and_diet_england
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/statistics_on_obesity_physical_activity_and_diet_england
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

(Dataset – 

Online/Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Version/Vol, Ed.), 

ip/cp, DOI/URL 

(Accessed: date) 

2021, Version 3), ip, 

https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Sy

naesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140

086 

p. and para are generally 

inapplicable unless the 

variable definition is located 

in a paginated or paragraph-

numbered codebook. ip is 

therefore standard. 

 

Dictionary Sources 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Dictionary 

Entry – 

Print 

(Author 

Identified) 

Author – ‘Title 

of Entry’ 

(Dictionary – 

Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Vol, Ed.), p., 

para, annotation 

Berges, S. – ‘Moral Development’ (Dictionary 

– Offline, Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics, 

Academic Press, 2012, Vol. 3, 2nd ed.), p. 141–

151, cp 

Author included because 

the entry is signed. Entry 

title specifies the precise 

concept relied upon. 

Publisher, year, volume, 

and edition establish 

authority in a multi-

volume work. p. is 

mandatory for print 

dictionaries. para is 

optional and used only if 

paragraph numbering is 

supplied by the source. 

Annotation (ip/cp) 

indicates manner of use. 

Dictionary 

Entry – 

Print (No 

Author) 

‘Title of Entry’ 

– Dictionary 

Title 

(Dictionary – 

Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Vol, Ed.), p., 

para, annotation 

‘Research’ – Concise Oxford English 

Dictionary (Dictionary – Offline, Oxford 

University Press, 2009, 11th rev. ed.), p. 1222, 

cp 

Where no individual 

author is identified, the 

entry title functions as the 

authorial element. Edition 

is essential due to 

definitional variation 

across editions. p. is 

required for precise 

location. para remains 

optional. Annotation 

preserves academic 

integrity. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Synaesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140086
https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Synaesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140086
https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/dataset/Synaesthesia_for_written_musical_keys/13140086
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Dictionary 

Entry – 

Online 

‘Title of Entry’ 

– Dictionary 

Title 

(Dictionary – 

Online, 

Publisher, 

Year), para, 

annotation, 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

‘Research, n.1’ – OED Online (Dictionary – 

Online, Oxford University Press, 2015), cp, 

https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/163432 

(Accessed: 14 December 2015) 

Online dictionaries are 

reflowable; therefore p. is 

not applicable. para is 

optional and used only 

where the platform 

provides stable paragraph 

numbering. URL and 

accessed date are 

mandatory due to content 

updates. 

Full 

Dictionary 

– Print 

Editor(s) – Title 

(Dictionary – 

Offline, 

Publisher, Year, 

Vol, Ed.), 

annotation 

Chadwick, R. (ed.) – Encyclopedia of Applied 

Ethics (Dictionary – Offline, Academic Press, 

2012, 4 vols., 2nd ed.), ip 

Editor cited because the 

dictionary is referenced as 

a whole. Volume and 

edition included due to 

multiple volumes and 

editions. p. and para are 

omitted because no 

pinpoint reference is 

made. Annotation 

indicates interpretive use. 

Full 

Dictionary 

– Online 

Title – 

Dictionary 

(Dictionary – 

Online, 

Publisher, 

Year), 

annotation, 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

OED Online – Dictionary (Dictionary – 

Online, Oxford University Press, 2021), ip, 

https://www.oed.com (Accessed: 28 June 

2021) 

Dictionary title used as 

authorial identifier. 

Online medium means p. 

is not applicable. para is 

optional and generally 

omitted when the whole 

resource is referenced. 

URL and accessed date 

ensure traceability. 

 

Dissertation (Undergraduate or Master’s) 

Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory 

Note 

Dissertation – 

Undergraduate 

/ Master’s 

(Offline) 

Name – Title 

(Dissertation 

– Offline, 

Awarding 

Vickers, S. – An oral history examination of how 

technology has impacted on library space using the 

University of Sheffield Library as a case study 

Mandatory: 

Author, Title, 

Medium 

(Offline), 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/163432
https://www.oed.com/
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Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory 

Note 

Body, Year), 

p., para, 

annotation 

(Dissertation – Offline, University of Sheffield, 2008), 

p. 45, para 2, ip 

Awarding Body, 

Year, Page (p.), 

Paragraph 

(para), 

Annotation 

(ip/cp). Volume, 

edition, 

publisher 

irrelevant. 

Dissertation – 

Online / 

Institutional 

Repository 

Name – Title 

(Dissertation 

– Online, 

Awarding 

Body, Year), 

p., para, 

annotation, 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Vickers, S. – An oral history examination of how 

technology has impacted on library space using the 

University of Sheffield Library as a case study 

(Dissertation – Online, University of Sheffield, 2008), 

p.–, para–, ip, 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/research/dissertations/1234 

(Accessed: 28 June 2021) 

Mandatory: 

Author, Title, 

Medium 

(Online), 

Awarding Body, 

Year, 

Annotation 

(ip/cp), URL, 

Accessed date. 

Optional: 

Page/Paragraph 

if online content 

is flowable. 

Mandatory: 

Page/Paragraph 

only if fixed 

pagination 

exists. 

 

Forum post 

Source 

Type 

IERL Footnote 

Format 
IERL Example 

Explanatory 

Note 

Forum 

Post / 

Messa

ge 

Board 

Author/Userna

me – 

'Title/Subject 

of Post' 

(Forum/Messa

ge Board – 

[Online], 

Day/Month 

Keith – 'usb wireless adapter for Ubuntu18.04' (Linux Forums – 

Online, 11 July 2019), Available at: 

https://linuxforums.org.uk/index.php?topic=13634.msg110605

#msg110605 (Accessed: 26 May 2021) 

Username 

included if 

real name is 

unknown. 

Title/subject 

identifies the 

post. Medium 

specified as 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/research/dissertations/1234
https://linuxforums.org.uk/index.php?topic=13634.msg110605#msg110605
https://linuxforums.org.uk/index.php?topic=13634.msg110605#msg110605
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Source 

Type 

IERL Footnote 

Format 
IERL Example 

Explanatory 

Note 

Year), URL 

(Accessed: 

date), p., para, 

ip/cp 

Online. Date 

of posting 

included. 

URL + Access 

Date 

mandatory. p. 

and para 

optional 

online; 

include only if 

fixed 

pagination 

exists. ip/cp 

used if quoting 

or 

paraphrasing. 

Forum 

Post / 

Email 

Messa

ge 

Author/Userna

me – 

'Title/Subject 

of Post' (Email 

List – Online, 

Day/Month 

Year), Email: 

email address 

(Accessed: 

date), p., para, 

ip/cp 

McNaught, A. – 'Implementing digital accessibility regulations' 

(DIGITALACCESSIBILITYREGULATIONS – Online, 4 May 

2021), Email: digitalaccessibilityregulations@jiscmail.ac.uk 

(Accessed: 26 May 2021) 

Author/userna

me included. 

Title/subject 

specifies 

content. 

Medium is 

Online. Date 

of posting 

included. 

Email address 

provided for 

verification. 

Access date 

mandatory. p. 

and para 

optional 

online; 

include if 

fixed 

pagination 

exists. ip/cp 

retained for 

paraphrase or 

quotation. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
mailto:digitalaccessibilityregulations@jiscmail.ac.uk
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Medical Images (Anonymised Patient Data) 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Medical Image 

(Anonymised 

Patient) 

Name – Title [Medium] 

(Medical Image – 

Institution, Location, 

DD/MM/YYYY) 

[Patient A] – Upper 

mandible [MRI scan] 

(Medical Image – 

Weston Park Hospital, 

Sheffield, 12/10/2022) 

Patient identity must be 

anonymised. Page number, 

paragraph, volume, edition, and 

annotation (ip/cp) are not applicable. 

Medium in square brackets is 

mandatory. Institution and location 

replace publisher details. 

 

Artworks 

Source Type IERL Footnote Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Artwork – 

Museum/Gallery 

Artist – Title (Artwork – 

Medium, Holding 

Institution, City, Year), 

(Viewed: date) 

Leonardo da Vinci 

– Mona Lisa 

(Artwork – Oil on 

wood, Musée du 

Louvre, Paris, 

1503–1518), 

(Viewed: 6 

December 2025) 

Artist credited for creation. Title 

identifies the work. Medium specifies 

material/technique. Holding institution 

and city indicate provenance. Year 

shows creation period. Viewed: date is 

used because the artwork was 

physically seen by the researcher, 

confirming firsthand observation. Page, 

paragraph, annotation (ip/cp), volume, 

and edition not applicable. 

Artwork – Online 

Artist – Title (Artwork – 

Medium, Year), 

Platform/Collection, 

URL (Accessed: date) 

Leonardo da Vinci 

– Mona Lisa 

(Artwork – Oil on 

wood, 1503–1518), 

Musée du Louvre 

Online Collection, 

URL, (Accessed: 6 

December 2025) 

Digital access version. Artist, title, 

medium, and year included. 

Platform/collection specified. URL and 

Accessed: date mandatory. Accessed 

used because the artwork was viewed 

digitally, not physically; ensures 

traceability of the online resource. 

Page, paragraph, annotation (ip/cp), 

volume, and edition not applicable. 

 

Mobile Applications 

Source 

Type 
IERL Footnote Format Example 

Mobile 

App 

Developer/Producer – Title (Mobile App 

– Platform, Version, Year), URL 

(Downloaded: date). 

campusM – iSheffield (Mobile App – Google Play, 

Version 5.4.2, 2021), https://play.google.com 

(Downloaded: 25 March 2021). 

 

 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://play.google.com/
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Acts of Parliament / Government Legislation 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Act of 

Parliament 

Title – Short Title 

(Act – Issuing 

Authority, Year), 

p., sec., para, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Psychoactive Substances 

Act 2016 – Psychoactive 

Substances Act 2016, c.2 

(Act – UK Government, 

2016), p. 12, sec. 3, para 

4, ip 

Issuing Authority functions as both author and 

publisher. Year is included for clarity. Page 

and paragraph are mandatory when citing 

specific provisions, as pagination and 

paragraph numbering are fixed. Section 

reference is mandatory for pinpoint accuracy. 

Annotation (ip = interpretation / cp = verbatim) 

indicates how the provision is used 

academically. 

 

Government Command Papers 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Command 

Paper – 

Offline 

(Print / 

Hard 

Copy) 

Issuing 

Authority – 

Title 

(Command 

Paper – 

Offline, 

Paper No., 

Year), p., 

para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills – 

Fulfilling our potential: teaching excellence, social 

mobility and student choice (Command Paper – 

Offline, Cm 9141, 2015), p. 12, ip 

Issuing authority 

functions as both 

author and publisher. 

Paper number (Cm 

9141) is the 

authoritative 

identifier. Page 

number is mandatory 

because printed 

Command Papers 

have fixed 

pagination. 

Paragraph is 

optional, included 

only if the document 

itself numbers 

paragraphs. 

Annotation (ip/cp) is 

mandatory to 

indicate academic 

use. Volume and 

edition are not 

applicable. 

Command 

Paper – 

Issuing 

Authority – 

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills – 

Fulfilling our potential: teaching excellence, social 

Scanned PDFs are 

digital reproductions 

http://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260166569 Volume 8, Issue 1, January-February 2026 23 

 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Online 

(Scanned 

PDF) 

Title 

(Command 

Paper – 

Online, Paper 

No., Year), 

p., para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

mobility and student choice (Command Paper – Online, 

Cm 9141, 2015), p. 12, ip, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cm-

9141-fulfilling-our-potential (Accessed: 1 Jan 2026) 

of printed Command 

Papers and retain 

fixed pagination. 

Therefore, page 

numbers are 

mandatory, even 

though the source is 

accessed online. 

Paragraph remains 

optional and used 

only if numbered. 

URL and accessed 

date ensure 

retrievability. 

Annotation (ip/cp) 

remains mandatory. 

Command 

Paper – 

Online 

(Born-

Digital / 

Non-

Scanned 

PDF) 

Issuing 

Authority – 

Title 

(Command 

Paper – 

Online, Paper 

No., Year), 

p., para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills – 

Fulfilling our potential: teaching excellence, social 

mobility and student choice (Command Paper – Online, 

Cm 9141, 2015), p. 12, ip, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cm-

9141-fulfilling-our-potential (Accessed: 1 Jan 2026) 

Born-digital 

Command Papers are 

officially released 

with a print-

equivalent layout 

and stable 

pagination. 

Consequently, page 

numbers are 

mandatory despite 

online access. 

Paragraph references 

are optional unless 

explicitly numbered 

in the document. 

URL and accessed 

date provide 

verification. 

Publisher, volume, 

and edition are 

unnecessary because 

the issuing authority 

and paper number 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cm-9141-fulfilling-our-potential
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cm-9141-fulfilling-our-potential
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cm-9141-fulfilling-our-potential
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cm-9141-fulfilling-our-potential
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

fully identify the 

document. 

 

Government Statistics 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Government 

Statistics – 

Offline 

Authority – 

Title 

(Dataset – 

Offline, 

Issuing 

Authority, 

Year), 

locator 

(table/para 

if 

available), 

annotation 

Department of Health – DoLS monthly summary 

statistics (Dataset – Offline, UK Government, 2015), 

Table 2, ip 

Dataset replaces 

Book because the 

source is data rather 

than narrative. 

Issuing Authority 

acts as author and 

publisher. Year 

shows currency. 

Table/paragraph 

locator used for 

pinpoint citation. 

Page numbers 

included because 

printed or PDF 

versions have fixed 

pagination. 

Annotation (ip/cp) 

indicates 

paraphrase or 

quotation. 

Volume/Edition 

not included 

because datasets 

are typically single 

publications. 

Government 

Statistics – 

Online 

Authority – 

Title 

(Dataset – 

Online, 

Issuing 

Authority, 

Year), 

locator 

(table/para 

Department of Health – DoLS monthly summary 

statistics (Dataset – Online, UK Government, 2015), 

Table 2, ip, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/deprivation-

of-liberty-safeguards-dols-july-to-september-2015 

(Accessed: 1 Feb 2017) 

Online dataset 

requires URL + 

Accessed date for 

traceability. 

Table/paragraph 

locator used when 

citing specific data. 

Page numbers are 

optional unless the 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/deprivation-of-liberty-safeguards-dols-july-to-september-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/deprivation-of-liberty-safeguards-dols-july-to-september-2015
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

if 

available), 

annotation, 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

online version is a 

PDF or scanned 

document with 

fixed pagination, in 

which case they 

become mandatory. 

Annotation (ip/cp) 

indicates 

paraphrase or 

quotation. 

Volume/Edition 

omitted. Publisher 

field unnecessary; 

issuing authority 

suffices. 

 

Parliamentary Debates 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Parliamentary 

Debate / 

Speech – 

Offline 

Speaker Name 

– Debate Title 

(Debate – 

Parliamentary 

Body, Year, 

Vol., Column), 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Ashworth, J. – Future of Health and Care (Debate 

– House of Commons, 2021, Vol. 689, c. 508), ip 

Parliamentary 

debates are official 

records, but they do 

not use page or 

paragraph 

numbering as 

authoritative 

locators, even in 

printed or bound 

Hansard. Parliament 

fixes Volume and 

Column, which 

function as the 

equivalent of 

mandatory 

pagination. 

Therefore, p. and 

para are not used 

despite offline 

format. Annotation 

(ip/cp) is mandatory 

under IERL. 

Publisher, edition, 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

and book-style 

volume are excluded 

because the 

parliamentary body 

is the institutional 

authority. 

Parliamentary 

Debate / 

Speech – 

Online 

(Scanned / 

PDF ) 

Speaker Name 

– Debate Title 

(Debate – 

Parliamentary 

Body, Year, 

Vol., Column), 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Ashworth, J. – Future of Health and Care (Debate 

– House of Commons, 2021, Vol. 689, c. 508), ip, 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-

11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-

A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare 

(Accessed: 17 May 2021) 

Even where Hansard 

is available as a 

scanned or fixed-

layout PDF, page 

numbers are not 

authoritative. The 

officially recognised 

and stable locators 

remain Volume and 

Column, which are 

consistent across 

print and digital 

forms. Therefore, p. 

and para remain 

excluded. URL and 

Accessed date are 

required for online 

traceability. 

Annotation (ip/cp) 

remains mandatory. 

Parliamentary 

Debate / 

Speech – 

Online (Non-

Scanned / 

HTML) 

Speaker Name 

– Debate Title 

(Debate – 

Parliamentary 

Body, Year, 

Vol., Column), 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Ashworth, J. – Future of Health and Care (Debate 

– House of Commons, 2021, Vol. 689, c. 508), ip, 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-

11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-

A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare 

(Accessed: 17 May 2021) 

HTML versions of 

Hansard do not have 

fixed pagination or 

paragraph 

numbering. 

However, this does 

not alter citation 

practice because 

Volume and 

Column are the 

constitutionally 

fixed locators 

prescribed by 

Parliament itself. As 

pagination is neither 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-02-11/debates/1A5C67A2-7FE5-4ECE-9E0F-A98A85639918/FutureOfHealthAndCare
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

authoritative nor 

necessary, p. and 

para are omitted. 

Annotation (ip/cp) is 

mandatory; URL 

and Accessed date 

ensure digital 

traceability. 

 

Government Publication – Parliamentary Papers 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Parliament

ary Paper – 

Offline 

(Printed) 

Issuing 

Authority – 

Title 

(Parliamenta

ry Paper – 

Offline, 

Issuing 

Authority, 

Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., 

para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Parliament. House of Commons – Marshall Aid 

Commemoration Commission Account 2015–2016 

(Parliamentary Paper – Offline, National Audit 

Office, 2016, Vol. 1), p. 12, ip 

Offline parliamentary 

papers are printed official 

documents and therefore 

always have fixed 

pagination. Under IERL, 

page reference is mandatory 

where pagination exists. 

Paragraph reference is 

optional and included only 

if paragraphs are numbered 

and add precision. Issuing 

authority replaces publisher. 

Annotation (ip/cp) is 

mandatory. 

Parliament

ary Paper – 

Online 

(Scanned / 

Official 

PDF with 

Fixed 

Pagination) 

Issuing 

Authority – 

Title 

(Parliamenta

ry Paper – 

Online, 

Issuing 

Authority, 

Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., 

para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

Parliament. House of Lords – Health Service 

Medical Supplies (Costs) Bill: 12th Report of 

Session 2016–17 (Parliamentary Paper – Online, UK 

Government, 2017), p. 3, cp, 

https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld20161

7/ldselect/lddelreg/94/94.pdf (Accessed: 4 January 

2026) 

Many parliamentary papers 

are released online as 

scanned or print-replica 

PDFs. These retain fixed 

pagination identical to the 

hard copy. Under IERL, 

page reference becomes 

mandatory despite online 

access. Paragraph is 

optional unless clearly 

numbered. URL and 

accessed date are mandatory 

for traceability. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/lddelreg/94/94.pdf
https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/lddelreg/94/94.pdf
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Parliament

ary Paper – 

Online 

(Non-

Scanned / 

HTML, No 

Fixed 

Pagination) 

Issuing 

Authority – 

Title 

(Parliamenta

ry Paper – 

Online, 

Issuing 

Authority, 

Year), 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Parliament. House of Commons – Explanatory 

Notes to the Health and Care Bill (Parliamentary 

Paper – Online, UK Government, 2021), ip, 

https://www.parliament.uk/documents/bills/explana

tory-notes-health-care-bill.pdf (Accessed: 4 January 

2026) 

Some parliamentary papers 

are born-digital HTML 

documents without stable 

pagination. Layout varies by 

device, so page and 

paragraph references are not 

used under IERL. Precision 

is achieved through 

institutional identification 

and URL. Annotation 

(ip/cp) remains mandatory. 

 

Government Publication – Parliamentary Bills, Amendments, and Explanatory Notes 

Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory 

Note 

Parliamenta

ry Bill / 

Amendment 

/ 

Explanatory 

Notes – 

Offline 

(Printed) 

Title – 

(Bill/Amendment/Explanat

ory Notes – Offline, Issuing 

Authority, Year, Bill No.), 

p., para, annotation (ip/cp) 

Digital Economy Bill – (Bill – Offline, House of 

Commons, 2016, Bill No. 45), p. 12, para 3, ip 

Offline 

parliamenta

ry 

documents 

are printed 

official 

records and 

therefore 

always have 

fixed 

pagination. 

Under 

IERL, page 

reference is 

mandatory 

wherever 

pagination 

exists. 

Paragraph 

reference is 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/bills/explanatory-notes-health-care-bill.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/bills/explanatory-notes-health-care-bill.pdf
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Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory 

Note 

optional and 

included 

only where 

paragraphs 

are 

officially 

numbered 

and add 

pinpoint 

clarity. 

Issuing 

authority 

replaces 

publisher 

because the 

document is 

institutional 

in origin. 

Annotation 

(ip/cp) is 

mandatory. 

Parliamenta

ry Bill / 

Amendment 

/ 

Explanatory 

Notes – 

Online (PDF 

/ Scanned / 

Print-

Replica) 

Title – 

(Bill/Amendment/Explanat

ory Notes – Online, Issuing 

Authority, Year, Bill No.), 

p., para, annotation (ip/cp), 

URL (Accessed: date) 

Digital Economy Bill: Explanatory Notes – 

(Explanatory Notes – Online, House of 

Commons, 2016, Bill No. 45), p. 4, para 2, cp, 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/

2016-17/0045/en/170045en.pdf (Accessed: 4 

January 2026) 

Many 

parliamenta

ry 

documents 

are released 

online as 

official 

PDFs or 

scanned 

replicas of 

the printed 

version. 

These retain 

identical, 

fixed 

pagination, 

so under 

IERL page 

reference 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-17/0045/en/170045en.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-17/0045/en/170045en.pdf
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Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory 

Note 

becomes 

mandatory 

despite 

online 

access. 

Paragraph 

reference 

remains 

optional 

unless 

officially 

numbered. 

URL and 

accessed 

date are 

required for 

traceability. 

Annotation 

(ip/cp) 

remains 

mandatory. 

Parliamenta

ry Bill / 

Amendment 

/ 

Explanatory 

Notes – 

Online 

(HTML / 

Non-

Scanned / 

No Fixed 

Pagination) 

Title – 

(Bill/Amendment/Explanat

ory Notes – Online, Issuing 

Authority, Year, Bill No.), 

annotation (ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: date) 

Digital Economy Bill: Explanatory Notes – 

(Explanatory Notes – Online, UK Parliament, 

2016, Bill No. 45), ip, 

https://www.parliament.uk/bills/2016-

17/digitaleconomybill 

Some 

parliamenta

ry materials 

are born-

digital 

HTML 

documents 

without 

stable 

pagination. 

Layout 

varies by 

device and 

browser, 

making 

page or 

paragraph 

references 

unreliable. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/digitaleconomybill
https://www.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/digitaleconomybill
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Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory 

Note 

Under 

IERL, page 

and 

paragraph 

references 

are omitted 

entirely in 

such cases 

to avoid 

false 

precision. 

Identificatio

n relies on 

institutional 

authority, 

year, bill 

number, and 

URL. 

Annotation 

(ip/cp) 

remains 

mandatory. 

 

Government Publication – Statutory Instruments (SI) 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example 

Explanatory 

Note 

Statutory 

Instrument 

– Offline 

(Printed) 

Title (Statutory 

Instrument – 

Offline, 

Publisher, 

Year, SI 

Number), p., 

para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

The Police (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2006 

(Statutory Instrument – Offline, The Stationery Office, 

2006, SI 2006/3449), p. 12, para 3, ip 

Offline printed 

SIs are official 

documents 

with fixed 

pagination. 

Page reference 

is mandatory; 

paragraph 

optional if 

numbered. 

Publisher is 

required for 

print copies. 

Annotation 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example 

Explanatory 

Note 

(ip/cp) is 

mandatory. 

Volume/editio

n not 

applicable. 

Statutory 

Instrument 

– Online 

(PDF/Offi

cial Scan, 

Fixed 

Pagination

) 

Title (Statutory 

Instrument – 

Online, 

Platform/Publi

sher, Year, SI 

Number), p., 

para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

The Police (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2006 

(Statutory Instrument – Online, legislation.gov.uk, 2006, SI 

2006/3449), p. 12, para 3, ip, 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/3449/pdfs/uksi_2

0063449_en.pdf (Accessed: 4 January 2026) 

Online PDFs or 

scanned SIs 

retain fixed 

pagination 

identical to 

print copies. 

Page reference 

is mandatory; 

paragraph 

optional if 

numbered. 

Annotation 

(ip/cp) is 

mandatory. 

URL and 

access date 

required for 

traceability. 

Publisher 

platform 

(legislation.go

v.uk) 

sufficient; 

volume/edition 

not applicable. 

Statutory 

Instrument 

– Online 

(HTML / 

No Fixed 

Pagination

) 

Title (Statutory 

Instrument – 

Online, 

Platform/Publi

sher, Year, SI 

Number), 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

The Police (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2006 

(Statutory Instrument – Online, legislation.gov.uk, 2006, SI 

2006/3449), ip, 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/3449 (Accessed: 4 

January 2026) 

HTML or 

reflowable 

online SIs do 

not have stable 

pagination. 

Page and 

paragraph 

references are 

not used. 

Annotation 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/3449/pdfs/uksi_20063449_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/3449/pdfs/uksi_20063449_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/3449
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example 

Explanatory 

Note 

(ip/cp) is 

mandatory. 

URL and 

accessed date 

required. 

Publisher 

platform 

sufficient; 

volume/edition 

not applicable. 

 

Other Official Publications 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Other Official 

Publications – 

Offline 

Name – Title 

(Publication – 

Offline, Issuing 

Authority, 

Year), p., para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Office for Nuclear Regulation – 

Strategic Plan 2016–2020 (Publication – 

Offline, UK Government, 2016), p. 12, 

para 3, ip 

Offline printed publications 

are official documents with 

fixed pagination. Page 

reference is mandatory. 

Paragraph reference is 

optional and included only if 

numbered. Issuing authority 

replaces publisher. 

Annotation (ip/cp) is 

mandatory to indicate 

paraphrase or verbatim 

citation. Volume/edition 

generally not applicable 

unless part of a series. 

Other Official 

Publications – 

Online PDF / 

Official Scan 

Name – Title 

(Publication – 

Online, Issuing 

Authority, 

Year), p., para, 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: date) 

Office for Nuclear Regulation – 

Strategic Plan 2016–2020 (Publication – 

Online, UK Government, 2016), p. 12, 

para 3, ip, 

https://www.onr.org.uk/strategic-plan-

2016-2020.pdf (Accessed: 4 Jan 2026) 

Many online PDFs or 

scanned versions retain fixed 

pagination identical to the 

print version. Page reference 

is mandatory. Paragraph 

optional if numbered. URL 

and accessed date are 

mandatory for traceability. 

Annotation (ip/cp) is 

mandatory. Volume/edition 

usually not required. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.onr.org.uk/strategic-plan-2016-2020.pdf
https://www.onr.org.uk/strategic-plan-2016-2020.pdf
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Other Official 

Publications – 

Online HTML 

/ No Fixed 

Pagination 

Name – Title 

(Publication – 

Online, Issuing 

Authority, 

Year), para (if 

numbered), 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: date) 

Office for Nuclear Regulation – 

Strategic Plan 2016–2020 (Publication – 

Online, UK Government, 2016), para 5, 

ip, https://www.onr.org.uk/strategic-

plan-2016-2020 (Accessed: 4 Jan 2026) 

HTML or reflowable online 

documents lack fixed 

pagination, so page numbers 

are not used. Paragraph 

reference optional if 

numbered. URL and 

accessed date are mandatory. 

Annotation (ip/cp) is 

mandatory. Issuing authority 

identifies the publisher. 

Volume/edition not 

applicable. 

 

Images and Figures 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Book / 

Ebook 

Figure – 

Offline 

(Printed) 

Name – ‘Title 

of Figure’ 

[Description] 

(Book – 

Offline, 

Publisher, 

Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Sutherland, G. – ‘Devastation 1941: City, twisted 

girders’ [Painting] (Book – Offline, Cambridge 

University Press, 2011), p. 119, ip 

Printed books 

have fixed 

pagination; 

therefore, page 

reference is 

mandatory under 

IERL. Volume 

and edition 

included only if 

applicable. 

Paragraphs are 

generally not 

used for figures in 

books. 

Annotation 

(ip/cp) is 

mandatory. 

Book / 

Ebook 

Figure – 

Online (PDF 

/ Fixed-

Layout 

Ebook) 

Name – ‘Title 

of Figure’ 

[Description] 

(Book – 

Online, 

Publisher, 

Year, Vol., 

Ed.), p., 

Sutherland, G. – ‘Devastation 1941: City, twisted 

girders’ [Painting] (Book – Online, Cambridge 

University Press, 2011), p. 119, ip, 

https://www.cambridge.org/example (Accessed: 4 Jan 

2026) 

Online access 

does not remove 

page requirement 

when the book is 

a PDF or fixed-

layout ebook. 

Pagination 

remains stable 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.onr.org.uk/strategic-plan-2016-2020
https://www.onr.org.uk/strategic-plan-2016-2020
https://www.cambridge.org/example
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

and identical to 

print, so page 

reference is 

mandatory. URL 

and access date 

required for 

traceability. 

Book / 

Ebook 

Figure – 

Online 

(Reflowable 

/ No Fixed 

Pagination) 

Name – ‘Title 

of Figure’ 

[Description] 

(Book – 

Online, 

Publisher, 

Year), 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Sutherland, G. – ‘Devastation 1941: City, twisted 

girders’ [Painting] (Book – Online, Cambridge 

University Press, 2011), ip, 

https://www.cambridge.org/example (Accessed: 4 Jan 

2026) 

Reflowable 

ebooks (HTML, 

Kindle reflow) 

lack stable 

pagination. Page 

and paragraph 

references are not 

used. 

Identification 

relies on creator, 

title, source, and 

URL. Annotation 

remains 

mandatory. 

Journal 

Figure – 

Offline 

(Printed 

Journal) 

Name – ‘Title 

of Figure’ 

[Description] 

(Journal – 

Offline, Year, 

Vol.(Issue)), 

p., annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Schnabel, J. – ‘Ethnic Types #15 and #72’ [Oil, animal 

hide, modeling paste on velvet] (Journal – Offline, 1984, 

12(3)), p. 400, ip 

Printed journals 

have fixed 

pagination; page 

reference is 

mandatory. 

Volume and issue 

are required. 

Annotation is 

mandatory under 

IERL. 

Journal 

Figure – 

Online (PDF 

/ Fixed 

Pagination) 

Name – ‘Title 

of Figure’ 

[Description] 

(Journal – 

Online, Year, 

Vol.(Issue)), 

p., annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Schnabel, J. – ‘Ethnic Types #15 and #72’ [Oil, animal 

hide, modeling paste on velvet] (Journal – Online, 1984, 

12(3)), p. 400, ip, https://journal.example/article.pdf 

(Accessed: 4 Jan 2026) 

Online journal 

PDFs retain fixed 

pagination. Page 

reference is 

mandatory 

despite online 

access. URL and 

accessed date 

required. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.cambridge.org/example
https://journal.example/article.pdf
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Journal 

Figure – 

Online 

(HTML / No 

Fixed 

Pagination) 

Name – ‘Title 

of Figure’ 

[Description] 

(Journal – 

Online, Year, 

Vol.(Issue)), 

annotation 

(ip/cp), URL 

(Accessed: 

date) 

Schnabel, J. – ‘Ethnic Types #15 and #72’ [Oil, animal 

hide, modeling paste on velvet] (Journal – Online, 1984, 

12(3)), ip, https://journal.example/article (Accessed: 4 

Jan 2026) 

HTML journal 

pages do not have 

stable pagination. 

Page/paragraph 

references are not 

used. Precision is 

achieved through 

bibliographic 

identifiers and 

URL. 

Online 

Figure / 

Image 

(Born-

Digital) 

Name – ‘Title’ 

[Description] 

(Online, 

Platform, 

Year), URL 

(Accessed: 

date), 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

andy_c – Ladybower Plughole [Photograph] (Online, 

Flickr, 2005), 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/andycpics/3035948922 

(Accessed: 6 July 2016), ip 

Born-digital 

images never 

have pagination. 

Page, paragraph, 

volume, and 

edition are not 

applicable. URL 

and accessed date 

are mandatory. 

Annotation 

required under 

IERL. 

 

Information Sheets 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Information 

Sheet – 

Offline 

Corporate 

Author – Title 

(Information 

Sheet – Offline, 

Year), 

Publication / 

Licence No., 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Kent Pharmaceuticals Ltd – Patient 

Information Leaflet: Doxycycline 50 mg 

Capsules (Information Sheet – Offline, 2020), 

PL 30464/0060 

Corporate author is 

mandatory because 

responsibility lies with the 

issuing body. Information 

sheets are stand-alone 

regulatory documents and 

do not form part of a 

paginated publication 

hierarchy. Even when 

printed, pagination is not a 

reliable scholarly locator; 

therefore page and 

paragraph are omitted. The 

publication/licence 

number is the primary 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://journal.example/article
https://www.flickr.com/photos/andycpics/3035948922
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

identifier. Annotation 

(ip/cp) is included only 

when academically 

required. 

Information 

Sheet – 

Online 

(Non-

Scanned / 

HTML) 

Corporate 

Author – Title 

(Information 

Sheet – Online, 

Year), 

Publication / 

Licence No., 

URL 

(Accessed: 

date), 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Applied Biosystems – Application Fact Sheet: 

SOLiD System Accuracy (Information Sheet 

– Online, 2008), 139AP04-04, 

https://documents.appliedbiosystems.com 

(Accessed: 8 April 2021) 

Online information sheets 

are often born-digital 

without fixed pagination. 

Under IERL, page and 

paragraph are not used 

where pagination is 

unstable or absent. URL 

and access date are 

mandatory for traceability. 

Publication number 

remains the authoritative 

locator. 

 

Journal Articles 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Journal 

Article – Print 

Author – ‘Title of 

Article’ (Journal – 

Print, Year, 

Vol(Issue)), 

p./pp., annotation 

Sen, A. – ‘Justice and Public Reason’ 

(Journal – Print, 2009, 23(2)), pp.45–67, 

ip. 

Print journals have fixed 

pagination; therefore page 

numbers are mandatory. 

Paragraph numbers are not 

required. Annotation is 

mandatory under IERL for 

analytical or interpretive 

use. 

Journal 

Article – 

Online (Fixed 

Pagination / 

PDF) 

Author – ‘Title of 

Article’ (Journal – 

Online, Year, 

Vol(Issue)), 

p./pp., DOI or 

URL, annotation 

Dworkin, R. – ‘The Rule of Law’ (Journal 

– Online, 2011, 56(1)), pp.1–32, 

doi:10.1093/ojls/gqr018, cp. 

Online access does not 

remove pagination if the 

article has a print-

equivalent PDF. Pages 

remain mandatory. DOI 

preferred over URL. 

Paragraph optional and 

generally unnecessary. 

Journal 

Article – 

Online (No 

Fixed 

Author – ‘Title of 

Article’ (Journal – 

Online, Year, 

Vol(Issue)), para., 

Rawls, J. – ‘Public Reason Revisited’ 

(Journal – Online, 1997, 64(3)), para.12, 

Available at: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/ (Accessed: 

10 Jan 2026), ip. 

When pagination is absent 

or unstable, page numbers 

are omitted. Paragraph 

numbers may be used for 

precision but are not 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://documents.appliedbiosystems.com/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Pagination / 

HTML) 

URL (Accessed: 

date), annotation 

mandatory unless required 

by the research context. 

Journal 

Article – 

Preprint / 

Ahead of 

Publication 

Author – ‘Title of 

Article’ (Journal – 

Preprint, Year), 

para., URL 

(Accessed: date), 

annotation 

Sunstein, C. – ‘Constitutional 

Minimalism’ (Journal – Preprint, 2023), 

para.8, Available at: 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=XXXX 

(Accessed: 5 Feb 2026), cp. 

Preprints lack final 

pagination; therefore pages 

must not be cited. 

Paragraph numbers may be 

used for clarity. URL and 

access date are mandatory. 

Journal 

Article – 

Article 

Number 

System 

Author – ‘Title of 

Article’ (Journal – 

Online, Year, 

Vol(Issue)), 

Article No., 

annotation 

Habermas, J. – ‘Deliberative Democracy’ 

(Journal – Online, 2020, 18(4)), Article 

112, ip. 

Some journals replace page 

ranges with article 

numbers. Article number 

acts as a fixed locator and 

replaces page/paragraph 

requirements. Annotation 

remains mandatory. 

 

Unpublished and Non-Traditional Sources 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Lecture 

Notes / 

Recordings / 

Handouts 

Lecturer – Title [Lecture 

Material – Offline/Online] 

(Institution, Year), p., para, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Sharma, A. – 

Constitutional 

Morality [Lecture 

Notes – Offline] 

(IERL, 2024), p. 5, 

para 2, ip 

Lecture notes are standalone materials. 

Offline: page number mandatory if 

citing specific content; paragraph 

optional if numbered. Online: page/para 

optional unless fixed pagination (e.g., 

scanned PDF). Annotation (ip/cp) 

indicates paraphrase or quotation. 

Publisher, Volume, Edition not 

applicable. 

Magazine 

Article 

Author – ‘Title of Article’ 

[Magazine Article – 

Offline/Online] (Magazine 

Name, Year, 

Volume(Issue) if 

available), p., para, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Roy, S. – 

‘Democracy in 

Crisis’ [Magazine 

Article – Online] 

(Frontline, 2022), ip 

Magazine name acts as publisher. 

Offline: page number recommended 

when citing specific sections; paragraph 

optional if numbered. Online: page/para 

optional unless the version is scanned 

PDF with fixed pagination. Annotation 

clarifies whether paraphrased or quoted. 

Volume/Issue included only if present. 

Manuscript / 

Archival 

Material 

Author – Title/Description 

[Manuscript – Archive] 

(Repository, Year/No 

Date), p., para, annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Ellis, H. – Letter to 

John Holmes 

[Manuscript – 

Archive] (British 

Archival materials are unique items. 

Offline / physical: page/paragraph 

rarely applicable but include if 

provided. Online: page/para optional, 

only used if scanned PDF or digital 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://ssrn.com/abstract=XXXX
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Museum, no date), 

ip 

replica with fixed pagination. 

Annotation mandatory to indicate 

paraphrase or direct citation. Publisher, 

Volume, Edition not applicable. 

 

Map 

 

 

Map 

(Physical) 

Creator – Title 

[Map – Physical] 

(Publisher, Year), 

Sheet no., Scale, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Ordnance Survey – Inverness and 

Strathglass [Map – Physical] (OS, 

1996), Sheet 26, 1:50,000, ip 

Publisher: required to verify map 

source. Sheet & Scale: essential for 

locating and understanding spatial 

data. Annotation: needed to show if 

interpretation was applied (ip) or 

directly reproduced (cp). Page / 

Para / Vol / Ed: not applicable. 

Map 

(Online / 

Digital) 

Creator – Title 

[Map – Online] 

(Platform, Year), 

Scale if displayed, 

URL, annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Google Maps – Information 

Commons, Sheffield [Map – 

Online] (Google, 2021), scale as 

displayed, ip, Available at: 

https://maps.google.com 

Publisher / Vol / Ed / Page / Para: 

not applicable. URL: required to 

locate the dynamic map. Scale: 

included if shown; crucial for 

interpretation. Annotation: needed 

because maps may be rendered 

dynamically or interpreted. 

 

Music 

Source 

Type 

Format (IERL-

Adjusted) 
IERL Example 

Explanatory Note (What Is Actually 

Needed / Why) 

Music 

Album 

(Physical) 

Artist – Album Title 

(Music Album – 

[CD/Vinyl], Record 

Label, Year, 

Edition/Version), Track 

Numbers, annotation 

(ip/cp) 

The Prodigy – The Fat of 

the Land (Music Album – 

[Vinyl], XL Recordings, 

1997), Track 1–10, ip 

Publisher/Label: required to verify the 

source. Edition/Version: optional; 

include if it affects content (e.g., 

remastered. Track Numbers: needed to 

indicate songs referenced. Annotation: 

clarifies whether interpretation (ip) or 

direct copy (cp). 

Music 

Album 

(Digital) 

Artist – Album Title 

(Music Album – 

[Online], 

Platform/Label, Year, 

Edition/Version), Track 

Numbers, annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Metallica – 

Hardwired…to Self-

Destruct (Music Album – 

[Online], 

Spotify/Interscope 

Records, 2016), Track 1–

12, ip 

Platform + Label: needed for locating 

digital album. Edition/Version: 

optional; include if relevant. Track 

Numbers: specify which songs are 

referenced. Annotation: signals whether 

content is paraphrased or quoted. 

Page/Paragraph/Volume: not 

applicable. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://maps.google.com/
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Source 

Type 

Format (IERL-

Adjusted) 
IERL Example 

Explanatory Note (What Is Actually 

Needed / Why) 

Music 

Track 

(Physical) 

Artist – ‘Track Title’ 

(Music Track, Album 

Title – [CD/Vinyl], 

Record Label, Year, 

Edition/Version), Track 

Number, Time-stamp, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

The Beatles – ‘While My 

Guitar Gently Weeps’ 

(Music Track, The 

Beatles [The White 

Album] – [CD], 

Parlophone/EMI, 1968), 

Track 7, 02:10–02:45, ip 

Album title: required for context. 

Publisher/Label: required for 

verification. Edition/Version: optional if 

different versions exist. Track Number 

& Time-stamp: essential to locate exact 

reference. Page/Paragraph/Volume: not 

applicable. Annotation: clarifies 

interpretation vs direct quote. 

Music 

Track 

(Digital) 

Artist – ‘Track Title’ 

(Music Track – 

[Online], Album Title, 

Platform/Label, Year, 

Edition/Version), Track 

Number, Time-stamp, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Metallica – ‘Moth into 

Flame’ (Music Track – 

[Online], Hardwired…to 

Self-Destruct, Spotify, 

2016), Track 5, 01:10–

01:50, ip 

Platform/Label + Album Title: needed 

to locate track. Edition/Version: 

optional. Track Number + Time-stamp: 

required for precision. 

Page/Paragraph/Volume: not 

applicable. Annotation: clarifies 

paraphrase vs copy-paste. 

Music 

Score 

Composer – Title of 

Score (Music Score – 

[Offline], Publisher, 

Year, Edition/Editor), 

Page Number, 

Bars/Measures, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Bowie, D. – The Best of 

David Bowie 1974–1979 

(Music Score – [Offline], 

Wise Publications, 1998), 

p. 45, bars 12–18, ip 

Publisher & Year: required for 

verification. Edition/Editor: include if 

multiple versions exist. Page Number: 

retained to locate section. 

Bars/Measures: essential — replaces 

paragraph references. Annotation: 

indicates whether the score is 

interpreted or directly reproduced. 

Volume: rarely applicable. 

 

Newspaper Articles 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example 

Explanatory 

Note 

Newspaper 

Article – 

Print 

(Offline) 

Author – 

‘Title of 

Article’ 

(Newspaper 

Article – 

Print, 

Newspaper 

Name, 

Year), p., 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Sample, I. – ‘Why an octopus never gets itself tied in knots’ 

(Newspaper Article – Print, The Guardian, 2014), p. 17, ip 

Print 

newspapers 

are physically 

produced 

with fixed 

pagination. 

Under IERL, 

page 

reference is 

mandatory 

wherever 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example 

Explanatory 

Note 

fixed 

pagination 

exists. 

Paragraph 

numbers are 

not used for 

newspapers. 

Newspaper 

Article – 

Online 

(Non-

Scanned / 

HTML) 

Author – 

‘Title of 

Article’ 

(Newspaper 

Article – 

Online, 

Newspaper 

Name, 

Year), URL 

(Accessed: 

Day Month 

Year), 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Sample, I. – ‘Why an octopus’s suckers don’t stick its arms 

together’ (Newspaper Article – Online, The Guardian, 2014), 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/may/15/octopus-

suckers-arms-chemical-skin (Accessed: 17 January 2015), ip 

Born-digital 

HTML 

articles do not 

have stable 

pagination. 

Under IERL, 

page and 

paragraph 

references 

must not be 

used. URL + 

access date 

ensure 

traceability. 

Newspaper 

Article – 

Online 

(Scanned / 

Print-

Replica 

PDF) 

Author – 

‘Title of 

Article’ 

(Newspaper 

Article – 

Online, 

Newspaper 

Name, 

Year), p., 

URL 

(Accessed: 

Day Month 

Year), 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Sample, I. – ‘Why an octopus never gets itself tied in knots’ 

(Newspaper Article – Online, The Guardian, 2014), p. 17, 

https://www.proquest.com (Accessed: 17 January 2015), ip 

Some online 

newspaper 

articles are 

provided as 

scanned or 

print-replica 

PDFs. 

Despite 

online access, 

pagination is 

fixed, so page 

reference 

becomes 

mandatory 

under IERL. 

 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/may/15/octopus-suckers-arms-chemical-skin
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/may/15/octopus-suckers-arms-chemical-skin
https://www.proquest.com/
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Patents 

Source 

Type & 

Format 

IERL Format Explanatory Note 

Patent 

[Offline] 

Inventor(s) – Title of Patent 

(Patent – Offline, Issuing 

Organisation, Year), Patent 

Number, annotation (ip/cp) 

Physical patent; [Offline] indicates print/physical medium. 

Publisher is the patent office. Patent number essential. 

Annotation (ip/cp) for academic integrity. 

Page/paragraph/volume/edition not applicable. URL not 

included as it is offline. 

 

Communications 

Source Type & 

Format 
IERL Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Personal 

Communication 

[Online] 

Sender – Medium of 

Communication to/with 

Recipient (Personal 

Communication – Online, 

Year), Day Month, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Smith, S. – Email to 

Jennifer Jones (Personal 

Communication – Online, 

2019), 11 February, ip 

Email medium specified; 

[Online] shows digital 

access. Date ensures 

traceability. Annotation 

(ip/cp) required.. URL 

optional if retrievable. 

Personal 

Communication 

[Offline] 

Sender – Medium of 

Communication to/with 

Recipient (Personal 

Communication – Offline, 

Year), Day Month, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Smith, S. – Face-to-face 

conversation with Max 

Williams (Personal 

Communication – Offline, 

2021), 16 March, ip 

In-person conversation. 

[Offline] specifies 

medium. Date ensures 

traceability. Annotation 

(ip/cp) required.. 

 

Plays 

Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Play – 

Individual 

(Offline) 

Author – Title (Book – 

[Offline], Publisher, 

Year, Ed. if 

applicable), Edited by 

Editor, annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Shakespeare, W. – Romeo and Juliet (Book – 

[Offline], Cambridge University Press, 1984), 

Edited by G. Blakemore Evans, ip 

Plays are cited as 

books because 

they are published 

in book form. 

Editor is required 

for scholarly 

editions. Page / act 

/ scene references 

become 

mandatory when 

quoting or making 

pinpoint 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
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Source 

Type 
Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

arguments. 

Annotation (ip/cp) 

is compulsory 

under IERL. 

Play – 

Anthology 

(Offline) 

Author – ‘Title of 

Play’ (Book – 

[Offline], Publisher, 

Year), in Editor(s) 

(ed./eds.), p. range, 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Shakespeare, W. – ‘The Tragedy of Romeo and 

Juliet’ (Book – [Offline], Macmillan, 2007b), in 

Bate, J. and Rasmussen, E. (eds.), pp. 1679–1743, 

ip 

Anthologies 

require page span 

to locate the play. 

Editors must be 

identified. 

Annotation 

ensures 

interpretive 

transparency. 

Play – 

Digital / E-

Reader 

Author – Title (Book – 

[Online] (E-reader: 

Platform), 

Publisher/Platform, 

Year), Available at: 

URL (Downloaded: 

Day Month Year), 

annotation (ip/cp) 

Shakespeare, W. – Othello (Book – [Online] (E-

reader: Kindle), Amazon Digital Services, 2021), 

Available at: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B095M94KCT 

(Downloaded: 30 April 2021), ip 

Digital editions 

use reflowable 

text; page 

numbers are 

unstable and 

omitted. Medium 

must be identified 

as Online, with 

device specified 

secondarily. URL 

and download date 

ensure 

traceability. 

Annotation 

mandatory. 

 

Podcasts 

Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

Podcast – 

Individual 

(Online) 

Host/Presenter – 

Title of Episode 

(Podcast – 

[Online], Year), 

Day Month 

Posted, Available 

at: URL 

(Accessed: date), 

Bragg, M. – The Rosetta Stone (Podcast – [Online], 

2021), 11 February, Available at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000s2qd 

(Accessed: 22 May 2021), ip 

“Podcast – 

[Online]” replaces 

“Book”; no 

publisher required 

because platform 

functions as 

source; day posted 

improves citation 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B095M94KCT
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000s2qd
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Source Type Format IERL Example Explanatory Note 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

precision; 

annotation shows 

interpretation or 

direct lift. 

Podcast – 

Organization 

as Author 

(Online) 

Organization – 

Title of Episode 

(Podcast – 

[Online], Year), 

Day Month 

Posted, Available 

at: URL 

(Accessed: date), 

annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Centre for the History of the Emotions – The 

Museum of the Normal (Podcast – [Online], 2017), 

Available at: https://soundcloud.com/user-

357683788/the-museum-of-the-normal (Accessed: 

24 May 2021), ip 

Organization 

becomes author 

when no 

identifiable 

presenter; URL + 

accessed date 

ensure 

reproducibility; 

annotation clarifies 

scholarly usage. 

 

Radio 

Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory Note (Why 

elements included/excluded) 

Radio 

Broadcast – 

Live / Original 

Transmission 

Programme Title – 

Year (Audio – 

Broadcaster, Day 

Month), annotation 

(ip/cp) 

World at One – 2017 (Audio – 

BBC Radio 4, 9 May), ip 

Radio is always an audio 

source, not a book. Publisher = 

broadcaster. Year included. 

Volume, edition, page, 

paragraph not applicable. 

Annotation retained for 

paraphrase/quote clarity. 

Timestamps optional if citing a 

segment. 

Radio 

Broadcast – 

Streamed / 

Online 

Programme Title – 

Year (Audio – 

[Online], 

Broadcaster, Day 

Month), Available 

at: URL (Accessed: 

Date), annotation 

(ip/cp) 

Recall of the Rock – 2021 (Audio 

– [Online], BBC Sounds, 11 

April), Available at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/... 

(Accessed: 13 April 2021), ip 

Streamed broadcasts require 

URL + accessed date. Audio 

source only. Volume, edition, 

page, paragraph not applicable. 

Annotation retained. 

Timestamps optional for 

specific segment. 

Radio 

Broadcast – 

Series Episode 

(Online) 

Show Title – 

Episode Number – 

Episode Title – Year 

(Audio – [Online], 

Broadcaster, Day 

Desert Island Discs: David 

Olusoga – Episode 2021 – 15 

January (Audio – [Online], BBC 

Radio 4, 15 January), Available at: 

Episode details required for 

accurate source identification. 

Publisher = broadcaster. 

Volume, edition, page, 

paragraph not applicable. 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://soundcloud.com/user-357683788/the-museum-of-the-normal
https://soundcloud.com/user-357683788/the-museum-of-the-normal
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
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Source Type Format IERL Example 
Explanatory Note (Why 

elements included/excluded) 

Month), Available 

at: URL (Accessed: 

Date), annotation 

(ip/cp) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/... 

(Accessed: 13 April 2021), ip 

Annotation retained. 

Timestamps optional if 

quoting specific content. 

 

Conclusion 

This paper has advanced the IERL Citation System as a methodological response to a structural limitation 

within dominant citation practices—namely, the absence of any formal mechanism for indicating how a 

source has been used in scholarly writing. By introducing the cp (copy–paste) and ip (interpretation) 

annotations, the framework seeks to make visible a distinction that is routinely assumed but rarely 

disclosed, thereby strengthening epistemic transparency, academic integrity, and evaluative clarity. 

Beyond annotation, the paper has argued for a source-sensitive approach to citation, contending that 

reference formats should be shaped by the epistemic characteristics of the source itself rather than by 

inherited uniform conventions. The adjusted formats outlined across textual, digital, non-textual, and non-

traditional materials demonstrate how citation practices can be recalibrated to prioritise verifiability, 

stability, and scholarly relevance while avoiding unnecessary or misleading metadata. 

At the same time, it is acknowledged that the IERL Citation System is not presented here as a finished or 

exhaustive code. The framework remains in an active phase of development: several source categories are 

still under consideration, and aspects of the reference formatting continue to be refined through application 

and review. The present contribution should therefore be read as establishing the conceptual architecture 

and normative rationale of the system rather than as prescribing a closed or finalised standard. 

The value of the IERL approach lies not only in the specific formats proposed, but in its broader 

methodological intervention—inviting scholars, educators, and evaluators to reconsider what citation is 

expected to communicate in contemporary research environments, particularly in contexts shaped by 

digital sources, interdisciplinary work, and AI-assisted writing. Future work will focus on expanding 

source coverage, testing the framework across disciplines, and incorporating critical feedback to improve 

coherence, usability, and adoption. In this sense, the IERL Citation System is offered as an open, evolving 

scholarly project, intended to develop through continued engagement rather than to replace existing 

citation traditions unilaterally. 

Feedback 

We highly value your thoughts and experiences with the IERL Citation System. Your feedback—whether 

praise, constructive criticism, or suggestions—will help us improve the framework and make it more 

useful for students, researchers, and academics. Please take a few minutes to click the link below and share 

your valuable feedback: https://forms.gle/NxvmD2edVaMgt8WLA 

Every response is appreciated and will directly contribute to refining the system. Thank you for helping 

us make the IERL Citation System even better 

http://www.ijfmr.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://forms.gle/NxvmD2edVaMgt8WLA

