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ABSTRACT:

One of the tragic incidents that occurred in India’s History in 1940’s was the partition of the country. Soon
after the partition the scenario in East Pakistan i.e. (East Bengal) became worse as continuous attack on
the Hindus forced them to leave the birth place of their forefather and migrated to India and settled as
‘Refugees’ in nearby border areas like West Bengal, Tripura, Assam etc. The present research paper
attempts to study the challenges faced by the Bonafide displaced persons migrated from East Pakistan
who were suffered a lot in the process of getting Registration Certificate and to get hold of sanction
financial and medical loans for resettlement of their life in the very new place and to fulfil their basic
livelihood needs.
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INTRODUCTION:

After the partition of India in 1947, populous of Indian provinces where the Hindus and Muslims lived
peacefully resulted simultaneously in the painful division of hearts of the people that followed
consequently was the forced movement of many families who had to bear the burnt of division and
dislocation with members of families dispersed in both sides of the border. Overnight the homeland
seemed an alien territory where fear of persecution and in many cases actual violence uprooted the natives
and forced them to migrate. Soon after the partition the scenario in East Pakistan i.e. (East Bengal) became
worse as continuous attack on the Hindus forced them to leave the birth place of their forefather and
migrated to India and settled as ‘Refugees’ in nearby border areas like West Bengal, Tripura, Assam etc.
The Partition of the country, compelled a large number of Bengali Hindu Refugees to migrate to West
Bengal, Tripura, Assam and other parts of the country. Taking advantage of the presence of their relatives
in Assam a large number of Bengali Hindu Refugees, Muslims farmers as well as some who left Assam
on the eve of Partition found their way back to Assam. The refugees who could not gather the support of
their friends and relatives took shelter in impoverished relief camps awaiting relief, resettlement and
rehabilitation from the government.

OBJECTIVES:

This research paper deals with the migrated displaced persons their livelihood challenges who have left
behind their ancestral home and property and began to start a new life. This study aims to highlight the
grievances, sufferings and utmost difficulties faced by the displaced persons in the whole new process of
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resettlement in a new place. So, basically this research paper presents an analysis of narratives of displaced
persons while seeking various financial and medical loans from the then State Government during post-
partition period.

METHODOLOGY:

Every research works demands scientific method to be followed to reach its destined goal. The present
paper is based on historical analysis method. Primary sources for this study mainly consists of government
official records, archival documents, census record book. Secondary sources such as journals, articles,
books have also been consulted. The present study aims to analyse both primary and secondary sources
and highlight the significant meaning of the object of the study.

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION:

As India celebrates 79" years of Independence , we look back at the lives of those whose homeland
changed overnight at the stroke of a pen. For them time remains static, frozen at 1947. This paper aims to
focus dual aspects of sufferings, one is their difficulties in seeking financial help and another one is
begging for refugee registration card, of East Bengali refugees who crossed over to the state of Assam
through prolonged analysis of archival files on relief and rehabilitation department.

Financial assistance to displaced persons for medical treatment and other purpose

Nirod Ranjan Saha, Refugee from East Pakistan submitted application to the Relief and Rehabilitation
officer for seeking financial help for his medical treatment at the age of 60 years old, and he too mentioned
he already submitted earlier and application for the same purpose but he did not receive any help.

Pabitra Prabha Dhar, Bonafide displaced persons from East Pakistan, they left all their ancestral
belongings and have been residing at Dispur near Gauhati town with utmost difficulties. She posses one
Refugee Registration Certificate no. 9597 you should buy the R.R.O, Gauhati. She further mentioned
about her husband late Ganendra Nath Dhar was one of the Congress leaders in the pre partitioned province
of Assam at Sylhet at and sacrificed his life for the country's cause and there was no one else to look after
her and her children in distress. She was seeking help for the medical treatment from Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner, Assam, Shillong.

Shri Ratan Chandra Sarkar, a displaced person of village Mandia near Barpeta town praying for medical
and for his treatment and he was suffering from acute chronic disease of Piles.

Loke Nath Dey of Fateh Singh Gauhati, praying for medical aid from the government for his three sons
who were suffering from typhoid and he was not in a position to meet the necessary expenses of medicine.
Shri Saroj Kumar Roy who was suffering from gastric ulcer for a long time past, was seeking medical aid
from the government for further treatment.

Shri Juran Chandra Arya of Balikuri (Baghban) was in a very deploral condition who submitted a petition
financial help to perform the Sraddha ceremony of his father.

Smti Abhaya Sundari Das of Pandu was seeking medical aid for the treatment of her son Sri Sudhanya Kr.
Das who was suffering from peptic ulcer.

Shri Sudhir Kumar Roy, Tokobari Road Gauhati, a Refugee from Eastern Pakistan and was suffering from
dry pleurisy. He beg to the Government for medical aid as due to his health deterioration was unable to
open his shop and during his treatment period he was spending Rs. 101 to Rs.151 on daily basis and
seeking financial assistance of Rs 5001 for his further treatment progression.
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Subhasini Devi, a widow mother from East Pakistan, village lauta, district Sylhet, with all her children
was permanent residing in Gauhati town. Her refugee Registration card no. 10458 dated 17-09-1951.
Youngest son Shri Amitabh Bhattacharjee was suffering from polimolities disease since 1949. It was
impossible for her being bonafide refugee widow mother to bear expenses for the proper treatment of her
son in Medical College Hospital, Calcutta. Therefore, she was praying for financial assistance to recover
her son from serious disease.

Registration of displaced persons from East Pakistan

According to this document, there are were huge number refugees residing in various districts of Assam
were begging for Refugee registration certificate.

Kali Ratan Debkrori (Sapatgram) Assam who mentioned in his application letter for issue of Refugee
registration card and grant of rehabilitation benefits that no action has been taken by the Assam
government on this matter and repurcussion were to be faced by him because no registration card means
there is no questions of granting loan arises and even he was refuse to provide employment as a Pakistani
Refugee without a registration card life was miserable for them.

Sree Kahiti Bhusen Sengupta son of late Ganga Charan Sengupta of Mymonsing village Gouripur police
station Iswarganj District Mymonsing (East Pakistan) migrated into India with adult male, one adult
female and four minor ones members due to the recent communal disturbances of East Pakistan with the
intention to reside permanently here. He left all his properties approximately worth of Rs.3,000 / movable
and Rs. 5,000/ immovable in Pakistan. His name was registered in the officer Refugee relief and
rehabitation Karimgan;.

Kshitish Chandra Roy, Joint Secretary, Dhekiajuli Refugee Association mentions about non- registered
displace persons in Darrang. They were living their life in miserable condition with no loans and that was
neglected and no due attention was given to their cases by the Relief and Rehabilitation officer of Tezpur.
Even their cases were not referred to the offices concerned that they have not been received any
rehabilitation benefit. This distressed refugees were deprived of getting loans in the district. Though they
all were Bonafide Refugee, member of Refugee Association. He begged to save the destitute refugees
from their pitiable condition.

The narratives of the several bonafide refugees mentioned above made it clear that this “resettlement
process” was so difficult that lead them suffer to cater their daily essential needs. The huge numbers of
refugee applicants demands seeking various finance and medical loans proves though initiatives were
undertaken by the then state government it did not reach out to the needy peoples. The refugees had to
began a new life with various new choices. The women refugees were no exception of it. To women, the
reconstruction of lives in the alien territory after displacement means reorganization of space as well as
the adjustment of the emotional attachment with the home. During the post partition phase, the new agenda
was the reconstruction of the new home and homeland.

CONCLUSION:

To conclude, migration of refugee cannot be simply put aside as just one the impact of Partition of India.
It is mentioned in the Census Report of Assam that a large scale migration especially from East Bengal
started pouring in Assam since the early days of 20" century. It can not be studied in isolation with the
genesis of migration from East Bengal during pre-partition period and its long-lasting impact in the lives
of refugees who were bound to start a new life over a new place. Until recently, apart from few handful
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works, which were meticulously brought forth into the folds of mainstream history the grievances of
refugees, refugees’ survival stories, their rehabilitation and resettlement process.

The selected refugee narratives discussed in the present research paper collected from “Assam State
Archive 1955, Relief and Rehabilitation, File No. RHR/21/55, ‘Financial assistance to displaced
persons for medical treatment and other purposes”, Assam State Archive 1955, Relief and
Rehabilitation, File No. RHM/218/55, ‘Registration of dps from East Pakistan.’

These above mentioned documents aided to understand and analyse sufferings and difficult condition
faced by migrated refugees’ in the process of resettlement. It portrays the hardships the refugees’ who were
begging to the government to seek medical loans to meet up the expenses of medical treartment, to seek
financial loan to start a new business to cater their daily needs, widow women refugees to seek financial
loan to survive her family. In true sense, for some of refugees, who could seek advantage of the presence
of their relatives in Assam for them perhaps migration to Assam was an escape from violence in East
Pakistan. But, for the several refugees’, migration leads them to teach the economic uncertainty associated
with a life almost beginning from the scratch, spelt disaster, as they faced different kinds of livelihood
challenges. So, during the post-partition phase refugees began a new life with adjustment in camps on the
other side of border in a alien land. Most of the refugees in semi-rural and rural areas were illiterate and
to fulfil their economic needs they were engaged in domestic household works and survive their rest of
the life with the hope of getting sanctioned loans from the government.
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