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Abstract 

In recent decades, sociological interest in tribal communities has increased due to growing awareness of 

their marginal position in Indian society. Tribal groups constitute one of the most vulnerable sections of 

the population despite constitutional safeguards and welfare measures. The present study focuses on the 

Meda tribe of Karnataka, a lesser-known tribal community traditionally engaged in bamboo-based 

occupations. The study examines their socio-economic condition, educational status, occupational 

changes, and access to welfare schemes. Using primary data collected from 50 respondents in 

Chitradurga district, the research highlights the challenges faced by the Meda tribe in the context of 

modernization and economic change. The findings reveal declining traditional occupations, low 

educational attainment, weak political participation, and limited utilization of government welfare 

measures. The study emphasizes the need for inclusive and culturally sensitive development strategies 

for the Meda community. 
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1. Introduction 

Indian society is widely recognized for its cultural plurality and social complexity. The country is home 

to diverse communities distinguished by language, culture, religion, and social organization. Among 

these communities, tribal groups represent a distinct segment with unique cultural identities and 

traditional ways of life. Sociologically, tribes are often characterized by their close relationship with 

nature, collective social organization, and dependence on traditional occupations. 

Although Indian society is largely structured around the caste system, tribal communities exist outside or 

on the margins of this structure. Tribes generally maintain their own customs, dialects, rituals, and social 

norms. After independence, the Indian state acknowledged the historical deprivation of tribal 

communities and introduced various policies for their upliftment. However, the impact of these 

initiatives has been uneven and insufficient in many regions. 

In the contemporary globalized context, tribal communities face additional pressures due to 

industrialization, market expansion, and cultural change. Traditional livelihoods are increasingly 

http://www.ijfmr.com/


 

International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR) 
 

E-ISSN: 2582-2160   ●   Website: www.ijfmr.com       ●   Email: editor@ijfmr.com 

 

IJFMR260167264 Volume 8, Issue 1 (January-February 2026) 2 

 

threatened, leading to economic insecurity and social vulnerability. Keeping these realities in mind, the 

present research paper concentrates on the Meda tribe of Karnataka to understand their present socio-

economic conditions and challenges. 

Tribal Communities in India: A Sociological Overview 

Tribal communities in India represent a significant portion of the population and contribute to the 

country’s cultural diver 

sity. According to sociological and anthropological estimates, India has more than 470 tribal groups 

spread across different regions. Scholars such as K.S. Singh have identified both segmental and non-

segmental tribes, reflecting internal diversity among tribal populations.Despite this diversity, tribal 

communities share certain common characteristics, including economic backwardness, limited access to 

education, and social marginalization. Tribal populations constitute approximately 8 percent of India’s 

total population and are often described as one of the most oppressed sections of society. Historically, 

tribes have faced exploitation, displacement, and exclusion from mainstream development processes. 

The Meda tribe is one such community that has remained largely invisible in sociological research. 

Although officially recognized as a tribal group, the Meda community continues to experience multiple 

forms of deprivation. Understanding their condition requires a focused micro-level sociological 

investigation. 

Understanding of Meda Tribe 

The Meda tribe is traditionally associated with bamboo-based craftsmanship and is known by different 

names such as Medara and Gouriga in various regions of Karnataka. Their traditional occupation 

involves the production of bamboo artifacts including baskets, mats, ladders, fans, and silk cocoons. 

These activities form the economic and cultural foundation of the community. 

The Meda community is primarily found in districts such as Chitradurga, Davanagere, Shivamogga, 

Ballari, Mysuru, Kolar, Dharwad, and Chikkamagaluru. Although they are spread across several 

districts, their population size is relatively small compared to other tribal groups in Karnataka. Socially, 

the Meda tribe is not considered an “impure” caste and occupies a position similar to artisan 

communities. 

Sociological studies on the Meda tribe are limited, and most existing research focuses on larger tribal 

groups. This lack of academic attention has contributed to inadequate understanding of their social 

organization, cultural practices, and economic challenges. 

Justification of the Study 

Tribal communities play an important role in the social and economic development of India. They 

contribute through traditional knowledge, artisanal skills, and cultural heritage. Development, however, 

requires collective participation and inclusive growth. Without recognizing the role of tribal 

communities, national development remains incomplete. 
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In recent decades, development discourse has emphasized inclusiveness and social justice. Despite this, 

many tribal communities continue to remain excluded from the benefits of development. While several 

studies have been conducted on tribal societies, significant research gaps remain, particularly concerning 

smaller and less visible tribes such as the Meda community. 

The present study is justified by the need to address this gap and to provide empirical insights into the 

problems and challenges faced by the Meda tribe. From a sociological perspective, understanding their 

condition is essential for formulating effective policies and interventions. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the present study is to examine the socio-economic condition of the Meda tribe in 

Karnataka with special reference to Chitradurga district. The study seeks to understand how changes in 

occupation, education, and social structure have affected the lives of the Meda community. 

The study also aims to explore the level of educational attainment and political awareness among the 

Meda tribe in the contemporary context. Another important purpose is to assess the awareness and 

utilization of government welfare measures designed for tribal development. 

Ultimately, the study intends to highlight the structural and institutional factors that contribute to the 

continued marginalization of the Meda tribe and to suggest measures for their social and economic 

upliftment. 

Research Methodology 

Research methodology forms the foundation of any systematic sociological study. The present research 

adopts a descriptive and analytical design to examine the problems and challenges of the Meda tribe. 

The study focuses on social, cultural, economic, and political dimensions of tribal life. 

Chitradurga district was selected as the study area due to the presence of the Meda community and its 

relevance to the research objectives. Primary data were collected from 50 respondents using an interview 

schedule. Secondary data were obtained from books, journals, government reports, and census 

documents. 

Simple statistical techniques such as percentages were used to analyze the data and interpret the 

findings. 

Area Of the Study 

Karnataka is one of the major states in India known for its cultural diversity and historical significance. 

The state exhibits a mix of urban and rural characteristics and hosts several tribal communities. 

Chitradurga district, located in central Karnataka, is known for its historical monuments and mixed 

population composition. 

Despite developmental initiatives, disparities persist between tribal and non-tribal populations in the 

district. Tribal communities in Chitradurga continue to face challenges related to education, 

employment, and access to welfare services. The Meda tribe in this district represents a socially 

integrated yet economically vulnerable community. 
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Tools and Techniques of Data Collection 

Sampling plays a crucial role in ensuring the representativeness of a research study. In the present 

research, a stratified sampling method was adopted to select 20 respondents from the Meda community 

in Chitradurga district. This method ensured representation from different age groups and localities. 

The selected sample provided reliable data regarding the socio-economic conditions and lived 

experiences of the Meda tribe. 

Results and Discussion 

The findings of the study reveal that the Meda tribe is socially and economically weaker. A large 

proportion of respondents reported declining income levels due to the reduced demand for bamboo-

based products. Nearly 80 percent of the respondents stated that their economic condition has worsened 

over time. 

The traditional occupation of bamboo craftsmanship continues to be the primary source of livelihood for 

many Meda households. However, this occupation provides only subsistence-level income and does not 

ensure economic stability. The availability of modern artifacts has further reduced market demand for 

traditional products. 

The population of the Meda tribe is relatively small and scattered across different districts of Karnataka. 

Compared to other tribal communities, the Meda tribe lacks numerical strength and political visibility. 

Educational attainment among the community remains low, with many children discontinuing education 

due to economic constraints. 

Political participation among the Meda tribe is minimal. The community lacks representation in political 

institutions and decision-making bodies. Although the Karnataka government has established a tribal 

welfare department, many Meda households are unable to access welfare benefits due to lack of 

awareness and administrative barriers. 

Conclusion 

The study concludes that the Meda tribe continues to face multiple forms of marginalization in 

contemporary society. Economic insecurity, educational backwardness, and limited political 

participation remain major challenges. The decline of traditional occupations has further intensified their 

vulnerability. The findings highlight the need for targeted interventions aimed at improving education, 

strengthening traditional livelihoods, and enhancing awareness of welfare schemes. Policymakers and 

stakeholders must focus on integrating the Meda tribe into the mainstream development process without 

undermining their cultural identity. From a sociological perspective, the upliftment of tribal communities 

like the Meda tribe is essential for achieving social justice and inclusive development in India 
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