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Abstract

Acharya Chanakya, an ancient Indian polymath is the founder of the foundational text of Indian politics
Arthashastra, who had an articulated a realistic educational philosophy. His ideas about education were
focused on comprehensive growth, moral-ethical basis, practicality, societal well-being and unity. In the
present paper, the philosophical investigation is carried out aiming to find out the echoes between the
educational philosophy of Chanakya and its relevance to the present system of education. Through the
examinations of Chanakya regarding the objectives of education, curriculum, instruction techniques, the
teacher and discipline, the research shows that his wisdom presents a rich historical and philosophical
justification to the goals of policy. The paper has concluded that the Chanakyan concept of education as
a character-building, developing and social-beneficial tool is very much in line with the visions of
present system that the nature of education proposed by him is not a new importation by foreigners but
rather a new birth of local education. The study also concludes that integrating Chanakya's holistic
principles balancing material success with spiritual well-being and individual ambition with social duty
can guide a necessary reformation of the present system. Such integration is essential for cultivating not
merely skilled professionals, but complete, ethically grounded individuals capable of leading purposeful
lives and contributing to a harmonious society.
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Introduction

Education is a lifelong process that begins at birth and continues throughout an individual’s life.
Education in the largest sense is an act or an experience that has a formative effect on the mind,
character or physical ability of an individual. In its technical sense, education is the process by which
society deliberately transmits its accumulated knowledge, skills and values from one generation to
another of society. Chanakya was an ancient Indian polymath who was active as a teacher, author,
strategist, philosopher, economist, jurist, and royal advisor. He is traditionally identified
as Kautilya or Vishnugupta, who authored the ancient Indian political treatise, the Arthashastra, a text
dated to roughly between the fourth century BCE and the third century CE. As such, he is considered the
pioneer of the field of political science and economics in India, and his work is thought of as an
important precursor to classical economics. To keep the person and the society well organized, a system
is required, for which policy-determining principles are required, so it is clear that there is a close
relation of policy with life. There is no need of policy in the forest, technical and scientific education is
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the demands of today, but due to these we have definitely become communalists, but qualitative human
values have declined in us. Human dignity has fallen due to moral decline. There is a pause in the
direction of speeding up the society. The revolution that is going on in the education world today,
whatever may be the reason; it is not in favour of the spiritual land of our country. The present study will
help us to deal with the present circumstances, the thoughts of a hardworking, determined, multifaceted
economist, politician like Chanakya will be of great use.

Statement of the Problem
“Relevance of Educational Philosophy of Acharya Chanakya to the Present System of Education”.

Objectives and Methodology

The following objectives have been formulated for the present study:

1. To study the educational philosophy of Acharya Chanakya.

2. To study the relevance of educational philosophy of Acharya Chanakya to the Present System of
Education.

Keeping in view the importance, excellence, and relevance of the educational philosophies of Acharya

Chanakya, the aim of the present research is to bring out his experience, contribution, and methodology

in a methodological form. The nature of the present problem is philosophical as well as historical. The

researcher has used an analytical approach while analysing primary and secondary sources related to the

educational ideas of the thinker.

Educational Philosophy of Acharya Chanakya

Chanakya was a realist and suggests that students should be taught methods that will help them discover
objective truths and emphasize critical thinking, logic, and the scientific methods believing these will
help students look for evidence for their conclusions, overcome biases, test their views for coherence,
and look for regularity in their experience as a symptom of objective reality. Acharya Chanakya has
thrown extensive light on education in his books. It is the work of education to take human towards
divinity by following human religion. He considered education as the provider of salvation. His
Kautilya’s Arthashastra, the whole book can be said to be another form of life. Seeing the amount of
subtle knowledge of any aspect of life is filled in it, the intellect becomes amazed. It seems that this
book is the origin of all the subjects of study. His books are sometimes filled with direct and sometimes
indirect knowledge.

Social Education given by Chanakya

While Chanakya primarily focused on political and economic matters in his writings, he also believed in
the importance of social education. Chanakya believed that moral and ethical values were essential for
the well-being of society. He emphasized the need for individuals to cultivate virtues such as honesty,
compassion, and self-discipline, and to avoid vices such as greed, jealousy, and anger. Chanakya
believed that education was a powerful tool for shaping society. He stressed the importance of education
for all members of society, regardless of their social status or background, and advocated for the creation
of institutions that could provide quality education to everyone. Chanakya believed that individuals had
a responsibility to contribute to the welfare of society. He emphasized the need for people to work for
the common good, and to put the needs of the community ahead of their own personal interests.
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Political thoughts of Chanakya

He is best known for authoring the Arthashastra, a treatise on statecraft, economic policy, and
governance, which has been a major influence on Indian political thought for centuries. Chanakya
believed in the importance of centralized power, with a strong ruler at the top. He believed that a strong
ruler was necessary to maintain stability and order in society. Chanakya believed in the importance of
practical, pragmatic politics. He argued that rulers should focus on achieving their objectives, regardless
of moral considerations, and use any means necessary to achieve their goals. Chanakya believed that the
state was the most important entity in society. He believed that the state should be strong and
independent, and that it should work to protect the interests of the people. Chanakya believed that the
economy was an important aspect of the state. He believed that a strong military was necessary to
protect the state from external threats.

Religious Education

Chanakya believed that religious education was important for the moral and spiritual development of
individuals, but he also believed that it should not interfere with political or economic matters. He
believed that religious education should be separated from political education, and that the two should
not be mixed. In the Arthashastra, Chanakya emphasizes that religious education should be based on
reason and logic, rather than on blind faith or superstition. He believed that religious education should be
open to all, regardless of caste or social status. Chanakya also believed that religious education should
promote values such as compassion, tolerance, and respect for all religions. He believed that religious
education should promote social harmony and peace, and that it should discourage sectarianism and
fanaticism.

Economic Education

Chanakya believed that the economy was a crucial aspect of the state, and that economic policy should
be directed towards the goal of increasing the wealth and prosperity of the state. He believed that the
state should play an active role in promoting economic growth, and that the state’s economic policies
should be based on reason and empirical evidence. In the Arthashastra, Chanakya discusses various
economic topics, such as taxation, trade, agriculture, and industry. He was committed to a progressive
tax system, where the wealthy were taxed more heavily than the poor. He also supported regulating
grade to prevent monopolies and price manipulation. He believed that agriculture was the foundation of
the economy, and he advocated for policies that would promote agricultural productivity. He believed in
the importance of irrigation, soil conservation, and crop rotation and he encouraged the use of new
technologies to increase agricultural output. In terms of industry, Chanakya believed in promoting
entrepreneurship and innovation. He was of the opinion that the state should provide support and
incentives for entrepreneurs, and he encouraged the establishment of trade guilds to regulate and
promote different industries.

Women Education by Chanakya

Chanakya had progressive views on women’s education and empowerment. He believed that women had
an equal right to education and that educating women was important for the development of society. He
was committed to the principle that women should have access to the same education as men and should
be encouraged to pursue knowledge in all fields. In the Arthashastra, Chanakya emphasizes the
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importance of educating women and ensuring that they have the skills and knowledge necessary to
contribute to society. He recognized that educated women could play an important role in the
governance of the state and in promoting social and cultural values. Chanakya also advocated for the
rights of women, including the right to choose their own partners and the right to own property. He
believed that women should be treated with respect and dignity and should have the freedom to pursue
their own goals and aspirations.

Military Education by Chanakya

Military Education was an important aspect of his political philosophy, and he believed that a strong
military was essential for the security and stability of the state. In the Arthashastra, Chanakya
emphasizes the importance of military education and training for soldiers. He believed that soldiers
should be trained in various forms of warfare, including archery, cavalry, and infantry. He argued that
soldiers should be trained in strategy and tactics, including the use of espionage, deception, and surprise
attacks. Chanakya believed in the importance of discipline and order in the military, and insisted that
soldiers should be held to a high standard of conduct. He insisted that soldiers should be loyal to the
state above all else and that they should be willing to sacrifice their own lives for the security and well-
being of the state. Chanakya also believed in the importance of intelligence gathering and espionage in
military strategy. He was of the opinion that spies should be trained to gather information on the enemy
and to disrupt enemy plans.

Aims of Education

Realism is a philosophical approach to education that emphasizes the importance of practical knowledge
and skills, as well as a focus on the objective reality of the world. He emphasizes the importance of
developing practical skills and knowledge that can be applied in real world situations. This includes a
focus on subjects such as mathematics, science, and technology, which are seen as crucial for success in
the modern world. He also aims to prepare students for the workforce by providing them with the skills
and knowledge they need to succeed in their chosen careers. This includes a focus on vocational
education, apprenticeships, and on-the-job training. He stresses the importance of objective knowledge
that is based on empirical evidence and scientific inquiry. This means that education should be grounded
in facts and evidence, rather than subjective opinions or beliefs. He emphasizes the development of
critical thinking skills, which are essential for evaluating and analyzing information in a rational and
objective manner. This includes the ability to think logically, reason scientifically, and evaluate
evidence. He also aims to prepare students for responsible citizenship by instilling in them a sense of
civic duty and social responsibility. This includes a focus on civic education, which teaches students
about their rights and responsibilities as citizens, as well as the importance of democratic values and
institutions.

Methods of Teaching

He believed that effective teaching methods should be based on a student-centered approach and should
take into account the individuals’ needs, abilities, and learning styles of each student. He emphasizes the
importance of practical learning, which can be facilitated through demonstrations. Teachers can
demonstrate how to perform tasks or solve problems, which helps students to learn by seeing and doing.
He values experimentation and hands-on learning. Teachers can provide opportunities for students to
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experiment and explore in order to gain practical knowledge and skills. He emphasizes problem-solving
skills. Teachers can engage students in solving real world problems that require critical thinking and
application of knowledge. He values the importance of practical learning experiences outside of the
classroom. Teachers can take students on field trips to see how concepts are applied in real-world
settings. He emphasizes the importance of practical learning through role-playing. Teachers can engage
students in role-playing scenarios that simulate real-world situations.

Realism values project-based learning, where students work on projects that have real-world
applications. This can provide students with practical experience and help them to develop important
skills.

Curriculum

Chanakya, the ancient Indian philosopher and teacher, believed that the curriculum should be designed
to promote a well-rounded education that prepares students for success in life. Chanakya believed that
education should focus on the development of good character and moral values. He believed that
students should be taught to live a virtuous life, based on principles of honesty, integrity, and respect for
others. Chanakya believed that a well-rounded education should include a broad range of academic
subjects, including mathematics, science, literature, and history. He was of the opinion that students
should be provided with a strong foundation of knowledge in these subjects to prepare them for further
studies and their future careers. Chanakya insisted that education should also focus on the development
of practical skills that are necessary for success in life. He believed that students should be taught skills
such as communication, problem-solving, critical thinking, and decision-making. Chanakya believed
that physical education was an important part of the curriculum. He believed that students should be
taught sports, yoga, and other physical activities to promote physical fitness and mental well-being.
Finally, Chanakya believed that education should also focus on art and culture. He believed that students
should be exposed to music, dance, literature, and other forms of art to broaden their horizons and
develop a deeper appreciation for the world around them.

Role of Teacher

Chanakya, the ancient Indian philosopher and teacher, believed that the role of the teacher was crucial in
shaping the lives and futures of their students. He believed that teachers should be role models for their
students and should be dedicated to helping them achieve success in life. Chanakya believed that the
teacher's role was to facilitate the learning process and provide guidance and support to students. He
believed that effective teachers should be able to adapt their teaching methods to cater to the individual
needs and learning styles of their students. Chanakya believed that teachers should act as mentors and
role models for their students. He believed that teachers should embody the values and principles that
they teach and should serve as examples of good character and moral values. Chanakya believed that
teachers should inspire their students to reach their full potential. He believed that effective teachers
should be able to motivate and encourage their students to pursue their dreams and achieve success in
life. Chanakya believed that teachers should encourage critical thinking and intellectual curiosity in their
students. He believed that effective teachers should challenge their students to question everything and
to think for themselves. Finally, Chanakya believed that teachers should be a source of knowledge and
wisdom for their students. He believed that effective teachers should have a deep understanding of the
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subjects that they teach and should be able to provide students with insights and perspectives that go
beyond the textbook.

Discipline

He believed that discipline should be instilled in students from a young age to help them develop good
habits and achieve their goals. Chanakya believed that self-discipline was the foundation of success in
life. He believed that students should be taught to discipline themselves and to take responsibility for
their own actions and decisions. Chanakya believed that discipline also involved respect for authority.
He believed that students should be taught to respect their teachers, parents, and other authority figures,
and to follow rules and guidelines. Chanakya believed that punishment and reward were important tools
for maintaining discipline. He believed that students should be punished for misbehavior and rewarded
for good behavior. Chanakya believed that discipline should be consistent. He believed that students
should know what is expected of them and that rules and consequences should be consistently applied.
Finally, Chanakya believed that discipline should be reinforced with positive reinforcement. He believed
that students should be praised and rewarded for good behavior, and that teachers should focus on
positive reinforcement rather than punishment.

Relevance of Educational Philosophy to the Present System of Education

According to the given text, the core of the research is the massive critique of the current system of
Indian education that is viewed as the lack of contact with the Indian philosophical and cultural tradition,
specifically the wisdom of Chanakya, and its on-going following the colonial, materialistic model that
does not fit the spiritual ethos and the modern demands of the country. It is observed that the system is
in a crisis state that is not able to meet the individual, societal, or national expectations. It is depicted as
meaningless to most people, particularly the rural and agricultural population since it offers them no
practical skills in livelihood and also lacks spiritual foundation. This has caused high unemployment
levels, character degeneration and the loss of a national purpose where education has become an exercise
of competition over the few jobs instead of the holistic development. The author sees of British rule that
the central irony in the fact that India has an ancient tradition, the Vedas, which has learned remains
regardless of the post-independent commissions, promotes a materialistic trend that is the opposite of
these basic aspirations. This has created a generation of people who are consumed in a selfish interest,
and the fire of nationalism which was set on fire by people like Gandhi the eternal truths of non-violence
and sacrifice, but the modern education system, a remnant and Patel are slowly fading away. It suggests
that a philosophical re-orientation is the way of the solution, and there is no way to break the connection
between the philosophy of the country and its educational system. Chanakya is brought out as the ideal
philosopher-teacher whose teachings provide a corrective way. His philosophy was not mindless
traditionalism but positive and practical and liberal approach that is concerned with the well-being of the
entire mankind rather than individual only. It was a blend of religious redemption and worldly politics,
self-confidence, vision, and it was based on the Indian culture. The weaknesses of the existing system as
outlined above are failure to offer pertinent agricultural education, failure to take care of character
building and moral/spiritual values, failure to even provide the minimal provision of compulsory
education to all. The resulting effect is a lost youth, whose strength is lured with Western monetary
gleam and trapped into such bad habits as drugs abuse, becoming slaves of their senses, with no clue
about their responsibility to self, family or country. The paper concludes that it is time to implement a
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piecemeal reform and totally change the entire education system. The final goal is to develop an
education that will be able to offer India a direction once again, cleansing the society and returning it to
its ancient glory. The new system should be based on the educational goals of eternity and age that
promote a balanced development of an individual in physical, mental, social, and spiritual aspects. It has
to be spiritual, practical, scientific and soulful. The best education must produce capability to confront
reality rather than to run away into fantasy and must most importantly be useful, that is, able to help the
individuals to address their livelihood issues, imbue faith and produce ideal citizens who see their roles
and responsibilities. It is only a philosophically-oriented, culturally-integrate, and holistic education,
inspired by indigenous intellects such as Chanakya, which assimilates the finest of the Indian and
Western tradition without losing itself in materialistic glitz, which can bring the desirable harmony
between spirituality and materialism, resulting in the real and attainment of peace, prosperity, and the
national good.

Summary and Conclusion

In a full analysis of the Chanakya philosophy, it is clear that his overall vision was the development of
the full human being, which cannot be attained through imitation of materialism only. His educational
pattern demands inculcation of a deep sense of faith in Indian good culture in the child, so that the basic
ideas and principles of the Indian culture will be used in shaping the child. The physical, mental and
spiritual growth of the individual being the ultimate goal of education, results in selflessness and the
resulting happiness of the personal and social life. Nonetheless, the existing schooling situation, whereby
the schools are centralized in politically charged urban noise, is in stark contrast to such a dream. The
schools would be prescribed by Chanakya in the healthy and serene atmosphere of nature whereby
mental peace is achievable. The main weakness of the current system is that there are almost no values;
these could be cultural, personal, social, and political, but all of them are destroyed and now there is a
society when selfishness is the leading principle and people are only focused on their survival. Thus, the
world is in dire need of an education that actively promotes the value building, not only nationally but
globally as well, creating the goodwill towards other countries. Taking all this into consideration, one
can state that the radical change of the current education system should be considered a complete
necessity. Spirituality is the very essence of our culture which teaches that human life is invaluable and
that a person can be both his worst enemy and his best friend and kindness, charity and modesty are the
true standards of the humanity. It is this morality of human life, out of which the Indian culture derives
its liveliness and vitality. The greatest contribution that Chanakya gave to us is an idealistic framework
by which he based his ideas on this cultural foundation, which enables us to seek solutions to the current
issues in a way that will resonate with our identity. All that needed today, is a self-confident,
determined, and energetic ruler in the lineage of Kautilya himself, he who can inspire the undying trust
of the people in an Indian culture, and who will be able to give decisive leadership to the whole nation,
otherwise we shall have to face the justifiable criticism of posterity against our inability to protect and
transmit this precious intellectual and moral heritage.
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